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All are welcome here! 
These churches and altars belong to God, and not to us. All people are welcome to participate in every aspect 
of our worship, including our open table for the Eucharist. We are honored by your presence this day and hope 
you find peace and refreshment as we celebrate the extravagant love of God, as followers of the Way of Jesus. 

There is a place for you, here! 
 

We Gather 
The Holy Spirit calls us in community as people of the Way. 

PRELUDE                                                                           
  

The congregation stands 
 

\lGREETING         In the name of the ☩ Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all! And also with you! 

 

GATHERING HYMN                                 What wondrous Love is this                                ELW (Red Book) 666 
 

PRAYER OF APPROACH 
 Let us pray; Most merciful God, who by the death and resurrection of Your Son Jesus Christ demonstrated 
Your power available to us for not being overcome by the ways of this world: grant that by faith in him who 
suffered on the cross we may triumph in the power of his victory; through Jesus Christ Your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with You, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen! 

The congregation is seated 

We listen to God’s Word 
God speaks to us in poetry, creative writing, scripture, preaching & song. 

                               
 

A READING FROM CHRISTIAN SCRIPTURE: Romans 8:6-11 from the NRSVUE* 
For Saint Paul, spirituality entails living in the reality of the Holy Spirit. The driving force behind our actions and 
values is not our sinful desire for self-satisfaction, instead the very Spirit by which God raised Jesus from the 
dead and will also rescue us from living broken, dead-end lives. 
6 To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7 For this reason the 
mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed, it cannot, 8 and those 
who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
9 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not 
have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10 But if Christ is in you, then the body is dead because of sin, 
but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in 
you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that 
dwells in you. 

Response   This is the Word of the Lord! Thanks be to God! 
PSALM 130                                                                        read responsively 
 
 

Help, GOD—I’ve hit rock bottom! Master, hear my cry for help! 
Listen hard! Open your ears! Listen to my cries for mercy. 
If You, GOD, kept records on wrongdoings, who would stand a chance? 
As it turns out, forgiveness is Your habit, and that’s why You’re worshiped. 
I pray to GOD—my life a prayer—and wait for what [God will] say and do. 
My life’s on the line before God, my Lord, waiting and watching till morning,  

waiting and watching till morning. 
O Israel, wait and watch for GOD—with GOD’s arrival comes Love [and] generous redemption. 
No doubt about it—[God will] redeem Israel, [rescue her] from captivity to sin. 
 

The assembly stands to welcome the Living Word! 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                                                                 ELW pg. 151 
 

Return to the Lord, your God, who is gracious and merciful,  
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love. 
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Preface   Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ!  Glory to you, O Lord! 
 
A READING FROM THE GOSPELS: Thomas 24:1-3 from the Scholars Edition                           
 

[Jesus’] disciples said, “Show us the place where you are, for we must seek it.” 

He said to them, “Anyone here with two ears had better listen! There is light within a person of light, and it 
shines on the whole world. If it does not shine, it is dark.” 

Response   The Gospel of our Lord! Praise to you, O Christ! 

COLLECT                    
Let us pray; Gracious Father, You gave up Your Son out of Love for the world: lead us to ponder the 
mysteries of his passion, that we may know eternal peace through Jesus’ sacrifice. Amen! 
 

The congregation is seated 
 
 

MESSAGE                                                                                                                       Pastor Andrew 
 

The congregation stands 
 

HYMN                                                    I want to walk as a child of the light                                 ELW 815                       

The congregation is seated 
 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

You have breathed into us the breath of life. Enliven Your church. Deepen our partnerships with our 
companion churches (The United Church of Christ, The Moravian Church, The Episcopal Church USA, The 
United Methodist Church, The Presbyterian Church USA), and bless the work of missionaries who accompany 
them. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
Your Spirit brings life to creation. Enliven the natural world and restore ecosystems in need of healing. Uplift 
prophetic voices that turn us to the needs of the soil beneath our feet and the air all around. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
You redeem the world and its peoples. Free us from systems of oppression. Unbind nations and societies from 
the sins of racism, sexism, and homophobia. Raise up leaders at all levels of government who work to promote 
the dignity of every human life. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
You weep when we weep. Be present with those who grieve or who are troubled by illness (especially). You 
hear us when we call to you. Deliver us from the depths of our despair, and free us from the worries that bind 
us. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
Your Spirit of life dwells in our assemblies of Grace. Bless the music ministries of our congregation and all who 
lead us in hymns of praise and thanksgiving and in songs of lament and prayer. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
You are the resurrection and the life. Even though we die, we will live. With thanksgiving, we remember all 
Your saints who now live in Your eternal love. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
We lift our prayers to You, O God, trusting in Your steadfast love and Your promise to renew Your entire 
creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

The congregation stands 
 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who journeys with us these forty days, and sustains us with the gift of 
grace. Amen. 

Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need for repentance and God’s mercy. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy God, we confess to You our faults and failings. 
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Too often we neglect and do not trust Your holy Word; we take for ourselves instead of giving to 
others; we spoil rather than steward Your creation; we cause hurt though You call us to heal; we 
choose fear over compassion. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, as we seek to follow in Your Way of life. Amen. 
 

Hear the good news: God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, so that all may receive life. 

This promise is for all of us! God embraces us with divine Mercy, ☩ forgives us in Christ’s name, and revives 
us in the Spirit’s power. Amen. 
 

THE PEACE                 The peace of the lord be always with you! And also with you! 
 
 

We share in God’s Holy Communion 
God feeds us with the risen Christ’s presence! 

GATHERING OF GIFTS                                                                      Choir               
                  
 

OFFERTORY                                                                                                                                           ELW 481  
As the gifts of bread, wine, and currency are brought forward, the assembly stands. 

Come to the ta-ble of mer-cy, pre-pared with the wine and the bread. 
All who are hun-gry and thirst-y, come and your souls will be fed. 

Come at the Lord’s in-vi-ta-tion; re-ceive from his nail-scarred hand. 
Eat of the bread of sal-va-tion; drink of the blood of the Lamb. 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

Let us pray: God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we present them in faithful service for the 
sake of Your gospel. Prepare our hearts to receive You in this meal as You pour out Your very presence 
through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. Amen! 
 

PREPARATION OF THE TABLE 
Blessed be God, by whose Grace creation is renewed, by whose Love heaven is opened, by whose Mercy we 
offer our sacrifice of praise. Blessed be God for ever. Amen. 
 

LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 
The Lord be with you! And also with you!           Open up your hearts! We open them up to the Lord! 

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God! It is right to give God thanks and praise! 
 

Holy God, we come before Your throne in worship this day amazed at Your Grace and Mercy manifest in the 
person of Jesus. His life testified to Your commitment with us as Your created children of the human family in 
loving us despite our tendencies to ignore You in our daily lives. 

Your Spirit permeates even the air that we breathe so that Your Presence is infinitely close with us. So, let us 
join with the song of the angels in heaven, evermore praising Your patient and eternal Love singing together: 

SANCTUS                                                                                       WOV pg. 617a 

Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord, God of pow’r and might, ho-ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord, God of pow’r and might: 

Heav-en and earth are full, full of your glo-ry. Ho-san-na in the high-est, ho-san-na in the high-est. 

Bless-ed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high-est, ho-san-na in the high-est. 

Embracing our humanity, Jesus showed us the way of salvation despite being rejected by those living in the 
darkness and hating the light of Truth; loving us to the end, Jesus gave himself over to death, proving in his 
rising that the world has no power over what God can do. 
 

On the night he gave up himself for us all he took bread and gave You thanks; he broke it and gave it to his 
disciples, saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me. In the same 
way, after supper he took the cup and gave You thanks; he gave it to them, saying: Drink this, all of you; this is 
my blood of the new covenant which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often 
as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

Help us, O God, to best follow Your Way according to the law of Love that Jesus’ taught. 
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Gather Your people from the ends of the earth to feast with the blessed Virgin Mary and all Your saints at the 
table in Your kingdom, where the new creation is brought to perfection in Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom, and 
with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory be Yours, almighty Father, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
Yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The bread which we break is a sharing of the body of Christ. 

We being many are one body, for we all share in the one bread. 
The congregation is seated 
 
 

AGNUS DEI (Lamb of God)                                                                                                                 ELW pg. 208 
REFRAIN - O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; 

 

1) you suffered death our lives to save; have mercy now, we pray. 
2) you set us free from guilt and grace; have mercy now, we pray. 
3) eternal peace with God you made; give us your peace, we pray. 

 

THE EUCHARIST 
      

Wafers are distributed to the hand by the pastor, individual pre-filled plastic cups of grape juice or wine may be 
taken from the silver trays: the inner-most ring on each tray is the grape juice. 

A gluten-free alternative is available from the Assisting Minister. 
Believing in the real presence of Christ, Grace Ministries practices open-table, Eucharistic hospitality.  

All people, baptized or not, are welcomed to The Meal. 
Those who do not wish to commune may come forward for a blessing signified by crossed arms. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN                                                                                ELW 485 
 

POST EUCHARISTIC PRAYER        
Let us pray; Lord Jesus Christ, you have taught us that what we do for the least of our sisters and brothers 
we do also for you: give us the will to be the servant of others as you were the servant of all, and gave up 
your life and died for us, but are alive and reign, now and forever. 

Almighty God, we thank You for feeding us with the body and blood of Your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer You our souls and bodies to be a living sacrifice. Send us out in the power of 
Your Spirit to live and work to Your praise and glory. Amen. 
 

We go out to serve God 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

The congregation stands 
 

BLESSING                      God, the giver of love, ☩ Christ, the resurrection and the life, 
and the Holy Spirit of rebirth bless us in this Lenten journey. Amen. 

 
 

SENDING HYMN                Lord, Thee I love with all my heart                                              ELW 750 
     
 

DISMISSAL                        Go in peace, serve in love! Thanks be to God! Amen! 
 

POSTLUDE                         
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com, Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #28372. CCLI copyright/streaming license #11574665, Collects, Post Eucharistic Prayer per Worship, www.churchofengland.org, 
 

*Scripture translations are in the public domain and sourced through http://www.biblegateway.com 
 

IN OUR PRAYERS: Carole Ann Costello, Jim Mooney, Stephen Sampson, Paul Josephson, Kristine Bruno, 
KellyAnn Clark, Paula Collins, Nina Gould, Anita & John Haynes, Miriam Bove, Theresa Toombs, Bob 
Ekstrand, Bill Lewis, Eric Lewis, Steve and Helen Trilligan, Christine Rudman, Heather Curley, Pat Bullock, 
Joel Botto, Vaughn & Eileen Leonard, Priscilla Odgren, Bruce Bergman, Tom Toeppner, Karen Carlson, Edla 
Bloom, Nancy Berube, Graham Moreland, Richard Henry 
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Music for March 26, 2023 

Bethel & Zion 

Prelude: “If thou But Suffer God to Guide Thee” by Georg Neumark (1621-1681) 

Postlude: “Chorale from Fifth Sonata” by Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847) 

Bethel 

Anthem: “Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart” words George Croly (1780-1860)  

Music - Frederick Atkinson (1841-1897) 

Zion 

Anthems: “Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart” words George Croly (1780-1860) 

Music – Frederick Atkinson(1841-1897) “In the Bulb There is a Flower” by Natalie Sleeth (1930-1992) 

Today’s Music: This morning’s Gathering Hymn comes from the wealth of tunes from the rich heritage of 
American folk tunes.  By 1835, William Walker published Southern Harmony, a collection of hymn tunes from 
the American colonial period intended to be sung during worship services.  Walker went on to publish 
additional songbooks in the 19th century creating a basis for our modern hymnbooks today. 
 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE (excluding holidays) 
 

,MONDAYS – THURSDAYS 9 AM - 3 PM General Office Hours - Main Offices @ Bethel 
 
 

SUNDAYS 
 

8 AM Worship in the Nave – Bethel           8:45 AM Worship in the Nave – Zion 
9:30 AM Coffee Hour-Palmer Room – Zion 

9:30 AM Sunday School-Voosen Hall – Bethel with Ms. Kate! 
10:30 AM Worship in the Nave – Bethel 

11:40 AM Coffee Hour-Voosen Hall – Bethel 
 

TUESDAYS 
 

2:30-4 PM Pastoral Public Office Hours – Auburn McDonalds 
 

WEDNESDAYS in LENT 
 

NOON Grace Café - Zion 
5:00 PM Potluck Meal & Lenten Discussion – Voosen, Hall, Bethel 

6:00 PM Worship in the Nave – Bethel 
 
 

THURSDAYS 
 

2:30-4 PM Pastoral Public Office Hours – Panera Bread, Gold Star Blvd, Worcester 
5:30 PM Bell Choir Rehearsal – Voosen Hall 

6:30 PM Choir Rehearsal – Voosen Hall 
7 PM Confirmation, 2nd Week @ Emanuel-Worcester, 4th Week @ Bethel 

 

 
MEAL LINES: Coming to Immanuel Lutheran in Holden on Saturday, May 6th, this is our next opportunity to 
participate in helping combat food insecurity! Joining with other Central MA Conference parishes, part of the 
completed supply generated will be brought to Carty Cupboard as our ongoing commitment to this Worcester 
food pantry we have partnered in helping for many years. See Marie Sturdevant or call the office to sign-up. 

WALK FOR THE HOMELESS: We will be WALKING in-person on Sunday, May 21st! Join our team and make 
a donation at:  

Check out Grace Lutheran Ministries' team fundraising page for Central Massachusetts Housing Alliance Inc 
(classy.org) or speak with Marie Sturdevant. 

BOOKIES: The book club's next gathering is Monday, March 27th in the Library at Bethel. Two books will be 
the focus: Witness at the Cross, by AJ Levine (167 pages), and The Matter of Jesus over Human Doctrine by 
Pr. Andrew (36 pages). For more info and access to copies of materials, please contact Jackie Walsh. 
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PANCAKE BREAKFAST: On Palm Sunday, at 9 AM in Voosen Hall people are invited to gather in a 
fundraising effort for ELCA World Hunger via free-will offering. Please call the office to let us know if you would 
like to participate! 

 
 

 
 

The congregation of Grace, with campuses in Worcester and Auburn, is a loving, yoked community of faith of 
about 175 active households. Our congregation includes families and singles, children and seniors, LGBTQ 
and straight people, with a diversity of ethnicities, interests and backgrounds. 
We come together to worship, support each other, to learn, to serve through many and various ways as Jesus’ 
hands, feet and heart with non-profits and ecumenical partners, and build fellowship and friendship. The 
congregation of Grace Ministries is a home for us. 
There is a place for you here, too! 
Zion and Bethel are houses of prayer and support for all in the Lutheran tradition. 
 

 
 

Holy Week 
Palm Sunday – 8 AM @ Bethel, 8:45 AM @ Zion, 10:30 AM @ Bethel 

Wednesday - No worship 

6 PM - Special showing of Jesus Christ Superstar @ Bethel Library 

Please RSVP with the office, seating is limited 

Maundy Thursday – 1 PM @ Bethel, 7 PM @ Zion 

Good Friday – 1 PM @ Bethel, 7 PM Ecumenical @ Zion 

Easter 
7 AM – Ecumenical Sunrise Service @ Shore Park, Worcester 

8:45 AM – Festival Worship @ Zion Nave 

10:30 AM – Festival Worship @ Bethel Nave 
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  Yoked Communities of faith & service   

MISSION STATEMENT 
"To boldly share God's Love and Grace universally in and through our communities." 

 
 

 VISION STATEMENT  
Modeling the welcoming nature of God, we are humbly called and driven by the Spirit to witness, engage and 

walk with each other authentically, as Jesus’ hands and feet, providing spiritual,  
emotional and physical nourishment. 

 

Through evolving partnerships with ecumenical and other social service organizations we affirm justice and 
wholeness under the “agency of Grace” that feed the needs and hope of all. 

The Rev. Andrew H. Borden, Pastor 
pastor_andrew.b@verizon.net 

 

Ann Spinner, Parish Administrator  
bethelauburn@verizon.net 
Main Office: 508-832-3427 

 

Kate Valleli – Christian Education Coordinator 
 

                                        Shannon Papandrea - Sexton                           Garret Peters - Treasurer 
 

                              Tom Houston – Licensed Lay Minister      Louisa Klaven, AIM – Licensed Lay Minister   

Randy Bloom – Minister of Music     Lois Toeppner, Deacon – Minister of Music Emeritus 
 

Co-Council 
 

President – Joan Parker (B)      Co-Vice-Presidents – Jennifer Courtney (Z), Dave Valleli (B) 
                             

Council – Cheyenne Courtney (Z), Preston Sturdevant (B), Ruth Thompson (B), Jessica Caminero (B), Theresa Toombs (Z) 
Dana Boilard (Z), Bev Sampson (B), Roberta Briggs (B), Don Leombruno (Z), Heather Connors (B) 
Leanne Carraher (B), Marie Sturdevant (B), Adam Hanks (B. Donna Hayes (Z), Grover Gentry (B) 

 
 

Worcester Campus - Zion Lutheran   Auburn Campus - Bethel Lutheran 
                                              41 Whitmarsh Avenue, 01606                           90 Bryn Mawr Avenue, 01501                                                        

                           The-Community-of-Zion-Lutheran-Worcester.org                BethelAuburnELCA.org 
 

                                                                                                                           Bell Director – Adam Hanks 
                             Financial Secretaries – Ann Spinner/Kate Valleli        Financial Secretary – Russell Harris 
 
 
 

                                     
 
 
 
 

        RECONCILING IN CHRIST                       

                                                                                      Wednesdays, Zion Lutheran @ Noon 
                                                                                      Free Meals, those 50+   

                        


