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NEWSLETTER FEBRUARY 2023                                            TIME  SENSITIVE 

 

                                PLEASE DO NOT DELAY 

 
 

Our lives are formed by Word and 

Sacrament, and we gather as the beloved 

children of God around the means of grace 

where our lives are in Christ. 
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Pastor’s Column  

TRANSFORMATION 

Epiphany-tide highlights Our Lord Jesus as 
the “light of the world”, the One that became 
flesh as Emanuel, God-with-us, to rein-us-in 
from the world’s grasp to instead be rooted in 
faith to our Life-Source. 

On Sunday, January 22
nd

, the homily 
considered our ability for making it through 
tough news in our lives, whether we have 
strong link to God which empowers people of 
faith in resolving/cutting through 
entanglements those outside of God regularly 
experience as roadblocks.  

Appropriate-enough! 

During February we conclude Epiphany 
musings with the bridge to Lent; The 
Transfiguration of Our Lord – Sunday, 
February 19th. We all remember this account, 
right? The gospel writing from Matthew lays 
out how Jesus took Peter, James and John for 
a trek up a mountain where Our Lord begins 
shining with an unearthly brightness, the 
transfiguration, as God and he link-up. And 
Elijah and Moses appear and converse with 
Jesus as the disciples are told to remain calm 
and LISTEN to Jesus; Peter had gotten 
excited and wanted to makes shelters for 
them all, but God looks to settle them down to 
take it all in, reverently, with thought and 

consideration for the Holy in their midst, in the 
midst of this world! 

I’m always taken by the other-worldly dynamic 
of this story: the inexplicable transformation of 
body and garments within a stream of 
charged-particles emanating from beyond this 
earth, yet focused here for the sake of 
humanity with restraint as to the power which 
could be unleashed for other-than Godly 
purposes yet is bound in Love that is Grace 
and Mercy for we who so-many-times don’t 
deserve it! 

In the homily from the 22
nd

 I likened out ability 
to be “powered” by our relationship with God 
as Life-Source to my electric chainsaw that is 
light to the touch, yet powerful enough to cut 
through entanglements its size can match, AS 
LONG AS the battery has been plugged in 
and filled-up… 

Peter and the guys had to quiet-down, to 
settle, and begin processing the God-moment 
from the Mount of Transfiguration. The 
wording of the text should be memorable for 
us in helping us preface each day, us hoping, 
humbly and with reverence, to receive 
revelation, guidance, from the Holy by the 
power of the Spirit; us NOT overpowering 
God’s communique with our own brash 
formulating of plans and designs. 

From the Transfiguration we move directly into 
Ash Wednesday – February 22nd, where we 
are reminded how each of us are literally 
created from the dust of the earth (even 
“stardust” of the cosmos that has rained down 
on this orb), the clay formed from it and water 
molecules, to which we will return in time, but 
for which in a cosmological-moment have life, 
breath, a gift from above, maximized by 
connection-empowered by the Life-Source, 
that unfortunately many of our species don’t 
acknowledge and avail themselves of, but 
through faith many of us know, appreciate and 
seek maturity within, preparing us for the rest 
of our journey and adventure past earth! 

Come and journey with us! May we each find 
newness and inspiration as the Divine-story 
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takes flight in our hearing and participation, as 
our Creator helps our orientation transform 
from worldly-centered to Godly-centered! 

In Christ ☩, 

Pastor Andrew 

 

 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 
 

Zion 
Benjamin Sundquist – 02/03 

Brian Buckley – 02/06 
Debra Engvall – 02/07 
Hunter White – 02/08 
Scot Wiinikka – 02/15 

Meghan Costello – 02/16 
Ruth Ames – 02/22 

Nancy Hallstrom – 02/25 
Linda Wiinikka – 02/28 

 
Bethel  

Kristel Hunt - 02/02 
Karen Baril - 02/03 
Doris Belk - 02/03 

Robert McKenzie - 02/04 
Tony Benvenuti - 02/12 
Annalise Peters - 02/13 

Liz Blash - 02/17 
Ruth Pellegrino - 02/23 

Jason Hight - 02/24 
Allayne Nelson - 02/24 
Julia Benvenuti - 02/25 

Chase Hunt - 02/25 
Lucy Hight - 02/26 

William Wright - 02/28 

 

“The Still, Small Voice” 

In the oratorio Elijah by Felix Mendelssohn 

there are many beautiful choruses, but one of 

my favorites depicts Elijah waiting to hear the 

“voice of God.”  But, He is not in the storm, nor 

in the earthquake, or even in the fire, but in 

the “still, small voice.”  This message is 

conveyed through music in only the way a 

genius such as Mendelssohn can accomplish 

it. 

Which brings me to my first Christmas Eve at 

Bethel and Zion.  There was a degree of 

excitement with additional singers in the 

Bethel choir even including youth from our 

congregation, a nave filled with Christmas Eve 

worshippers, and the special feeling of a 

church festival day.  I experienced this looking 

out over the congregation from my vantage 

point in the organ loft, using nearly full organ 

to accompany the carols, directing the 

augmented choir, and playing one of J. S. 

Bach’s celebratory settings of “In Dulce Jubilo” 

as the postlude. 

However, it was not until the evening was 

nearly over as I was about to leave Zion for 

home that an extraordinary moment occurred.  

As I left the organ loft and entered the narthex 

of Zion, three generations of one of the Zion 

families had gathered to take a photo of their 

special Christmas Eve together.  I attempted 

to slip by them quietly when they stopped me 

and insisted I join them in their family photo.  It 

was in the brief silence of the snapping of the 

picture and being included with this wonderful 

family that I sensed “the still, small voice of 

God.”  It wasn’t in the thrill of the full sanctuary 

of earlier in the evening or the sonority of the 

congregation, choir, and organ, but in the split 

second of “stillness” and being part of this 

perfect family moment.  We must always listen 

for the “still, small voice” because it is there. 
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FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES 
 

 

Bethel 
Richard & JoAnn Van Dyke - 02/03 

 

Zion 
Bill & Pam McGovern – 02/27 

 
 

St. Pauly Texitile Clothing Shed 

 
Happy New Year!  We’re excited to share 
with you the impact your clothing shed made 
over the last year… 
 
At Zion: 

 38,926 pounds of clothing were donated 
to your shed in 2022 

 This was enough to clothe an estimated 
7,171 people over the world 

 Based on this volume of clothing, your 
organization received $1,557.05 

 
At Bethel: 

 56,887 pounds of clothing were donated 
to your shed in 2022 

 This was enough to clothe an estimated 
10,479 people over the world 

 Based on this volume of clothing, your 
organization received $2,275.47 

Thank you so much for everything, your 
volunteers, and your communities do to 
support the clothing shed program! 
 
Sincerely, 
The Team at St. Pauly Textile, Inc. 
 

LOOKING FOR A GROUP OF 

LUTHERANS TO MEET WITH AND 

SHARE SOME EXPERIENCES AND 

HAVE FUN? 
 

AS A SHARED MINISTRY WITH 
BETHEL/ZION, WHY NOT GIVE ONE OF THE 

FOLLOWING A TRY? 
 

MEN’S GROUP 
Tuesday, February 15

th
. These dinners are open to 

anyone who would like to get together and 
socialize for an hour or 2.  We meet on the 2

nd
 

Tuesday of the month at 6 pm in Voosen hall.  
Dinners are $12.00.  A sign-up sheet is in the 
Narthex so we have a general head count. 
 

WOMEN’S: DOLs 
(Dine Out Ladies) 

The DineOut Ladies will be having lunch on 
Wednesday, February 15, at Table Twelve, 175 W. 
Boylston St., West Boylston, at 1:00pm.  The 
change of day is for this month only.  Carpooling 
from Bethel at 12:30 or meet us there.  Signup 
sheet in Bethel’s narthex or call Leanne Carraher 
at 508-335-6421.  Please indicate if you will be 
carpooling.  

“BOOKIES” Book Club 
 

Next Bookies:   Monday February 27th.  We will be 

discussing "Asylum" by Judy Bolton-Fasman, a 

memoir of family secrets.  The 

title referring to the street the 

author grew up on in West 

Hartford, CT.  The author 

recounts her search for answers 

to the mysteries embedded in 

her Cuban-born mother and her 

elusive Yale educated Jewish 

father. 

       note: there is only one copy of this book in the 

CWMars system.  It has been reordered and we 

continue to pass around.  If you are interested in 

reading this book contact Jackie Walsh as the 

library is holding it in her name.  We will pass it 

around on a 1st come-first served 

basis.  Otherwise, it may be available on-line 

through Amazon. 

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=pictures+of+victorian+woman+reading+a+book&qpvt=pictures+of+victorian+woman+reading+a+book&FORM=IQFRML#view=detail&id=BD35947E23DF8334F989C332C474E733C85038B5&selectedIndex=4
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Each Wednesday noon we serve a meal 
through Elder Services of Worcester at Zion! 

 

Call the main office each week by 11 AM 
Mondays to register for a tasty/nutritious 

meal and some great social time! 
 

Meals are FREE to anyone 50+, with a 
suggested donation of $2.50/person. 

 
 

 

AT THE NAME OF JESUS 

LUTHERAN LENTEN MID-WEEK 
SERVICES/POTLUCKS @ BETHEL 

DINNER – 5 PM 

NAVE WORSHIP – 6 PM 

March 1 – Christ emptied and humbled 
himself 

March 8 – Christ becomes obedient 

March 15 – At the name of Jesus all knees 
shall bow 

March 22 – Every tongue confesses Jesus 

March 29 – Let same mind be in you 
 

First Palestinian 

woman ordained as 

pastor in Holy Land 
By Adrainne GrayJanuary 23, 2023 

 
LWF/A. Hillert 

Sally Azar, a Council member of the Lutheran 
World Federation (LWF) was ordained Jan. 22 
as the first female Palestinian pastor in the Holy 
Land. The invitation to this historic event, issued 
by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan 
and the Holy Land (ELCJHL), reads: “Sally’s 
ministry sends a powerful message of 
acceptance and progress in the church’s journey 
toward Gender Justice.” 

In 2018, Azar and another female theologian 
from Syria graduated from the Near East School 
of Theology in Lebanon, where ELCJHL Bishop 
Emeritus Munib Younan delivered the 
commencement speech encouraging the young 
women: “May God bless you both and this 
college to continue to serve our Triune God’s 
mission in order to advance God’s kingdom in 
our world.” 

From there, Azar continued her graduate studies 
in Göttingen, Germany. She was also elected to 
serve as an LWF Council member for the Asia 
region. Ahead of her ordination, she spoke to 
LWF about her passion for the church and how 
she hopes to support the women and youth of 
the ELCJHL in her new role. 

How do you feel as you approach 
ordination?  
The rite of ordination is an honor. The chance to 
be ordained as a woman in my church is an 
added honor. Initially, when I went to the school 

Ham & Bean Dinner 
Saturday February 11th at 5:00 

All proceeds from this free-will offering dinner will go 
directly to ELCA World Hunger. Entertainment for the 
evening will be provided by John Leslie and The Young 
at Heart Performers, Bethel Bells and Choir, and the 
Grace Sunday School. 
 

Please make your reservation by signing up on the 
sheet in the Narthex at both campuses or by calling 
the office at 508-832-3427 by February 9th. 
 

https://www.livinglutheran.org/author/adrainne-gray/
https://www.livinglutheran.org/2022/03/seeking-justice/
https://www.livinglutheran.org/2020/04/hope-at-easter/
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of theology, being the first woman ordained was 
not something I was considering. It was a 
possibility that another woman would enter 
studies while I was in school. I am happy to be a 
part of history and gender equity in my church. It 
is exciting, but there is some uncertainty, as 
well. I do not expect this to be an easy road and 
for this reason, I have a lot of support while I 
serve the ELCJHL. I imagine that once a person 
is in the congregation, different things may come 
up, things that we cannot foresee. We cannot be 
100% prepared. 

I hope that … women of all ages who may have 
wanted to study theology but didn’t think it was 
possible will be encouraged to do so. 

Who is your mentor to help you through 
unforeseen times? 

There isn’t just one person, but all the women 
that have been supporting me throughout my 
studies like my teachers, even my mentor here 
in Germany. In the region, I have the support of 
my friend Rev. Mathild Sabbagh from Syria who 
was the first ordained woman in Syria. Rev. 
Sabbagh understands me, this culture and the 
traditions. 

What will be your assignment after your 
ordination?  
I will be assigned to the ELCJHL English-
speaking congregation in Jerusalem. I will also 
be responsible for bridging the Arabic-speaking 
congregation with the English-speaking 
congregation and working with the youth, which 
is important to me. 

The ELCJHL translated the LWF Gender 
Justice Policy into Arabic years ago. What 
do you see as the next steps for putting it 
into practice in your church? 

This is a moment that we’ve all wanted. The 
ELCJHL adopted the Gender Justice Policy, but 
women still didn’t see themselves in that policy, 
or did not see how they could obtain theological 
training—it is unclear why more didn’t pursue 
this calling. Maybe some thought, “if I study 
theology, what is the realistic future of that?” 

With my ordination, I hope that not only young 
women are inspired to pursue theology but that 
women of all ages who may have wanted to 
study theology but didn’t think it was possible 
will be encouraged to do so.

How do you think your service as an LWF 
Council member will compliment your work 
as a pastor? 

For the past two years of my Council term, I was 
in Germany and not at home in Jerusalem. 
Because of this, I couldn’t share as much about 
the LWF Communion with the ELCJHL because 
I was abroad. One thing that I’m really excited 
about is bringing the youth of the Asia region 
together. I hope that I can help implement many 
of the LWF youth programs in Jerusalem as a 
pastor in the region. 

This article first appeared 
at lutheranworld.org and is abridged and 
republished with permission. 

 

  

ADULT STUDY SERIES 

We meet online via Zoom many 
Tuesday nights @ 7 PM 

Presently we are engaged in an 

ecumenical dialogue regarding: 

After Jesus Before Christianity from 

The Westar Christianity Seminar 

The gist of the sessions is looking into the period 

of time described by the title of the book, from 

the crucifixion until the official formation of the 

Western-rite church (Roman Catholic) from which 

Protestantism sprang. 

In the beginning people didn’t call themselves 

“Christian”, met in varying types of groups, women 

took leadership roles, many ideas circulated 

concerning who Jesus was and what we are led to 

be about, only some became doctrine in the 

churches today. 

Fascinating scholarship is behind all of this and 

helps us appreciate our rooting! 

You don’t need to join every session to 

benefit from our study! 

Zoom links emailed in our Updater each week! 

 

https://www.lutheranworld.org/news/first-palestinian-woman-be-ordained-pastor
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Give a Man a Fish, and You Feed Him for a Day. Teach a 
Man To Fish,  

and You Feed Him for a Lifetime 
 

This quote is at the heart of sustainable solutions to 
poverty and hunger.  A recent statistic showed that 821 
million people around the world - that's more than 1 in 
10 - can't access the food they need to live active, 
healthy lives. ELCA World Hunger  is uniquely 
positioned to reach communities in need throughout 
the world, providing support for health clinics, 
microloans, food pantries, soup kitchens, water wells, 
animal husbandry, advocacy, and community 
organizing.  Your gifts to ELCA World Hunger are 
supporting meaningful and sustainable solutions that 
get at the root causes of hunger. Our Social Ministry is 
designating the month of February as ELCA World 
Hunger month.  On Saturday February 11th  at 5:00 we 
will be hosting a Ham and Bean dinner in support of 
ELCA World Hunger. Thank you to Wegman’s 
Supermarket for sponsoring this event, covering the 
cost of the food for the evening.  All proceeds from this 
free-will offering dinner will go directly to ELCA World 
Hunger. Entertainment for the evening will be provided 
by John Leslie and The Young at Heart Performers, 
Bethel Bells and Choir, and the Grace Sunday School. 
We hope you will join us for this special time of 
fellowship.  Please make your reservation by signing up 
on the sheet in the Narthex at both campuses or by 
calling the office at 508-832-3427 by February 9th. 
 

  

We recently learned that Central Massachusetts 
Housing Alliance is providing temporary shelter for 
residents of Massachusetts at The Clara Barton Center 
for Diabetes Education, Inc., 30 Ennis Road in North 
Oxford.  We are still in the process of gathering 
information as to their needs at this time and will bring 
more updates to our congregations of Grace through 
Sunday morning announcements and the GRACE E-
UPdater.  In the meantime, they expressed a need for 
snacks and gently used clothing and winter outerwear.  
In further support of CMHA, please mark your calendars 
for the 38th Annual Walk for the Homeless which will be 
held on Sunday, May 21, 2023.   
 
On the last Friday of each month we have committed to 
provide a meal for approximately 10-14 men at Dismas 
House in Worcester.  We are lifting up this opportunity 
to members of our congregations to help prepare a 
meal, part of a meal, or dessert.  For more information 
please speak with Jackie Walsh or any member of our 
Social Ministry team.  
 
Please continue to keep our ministry, the people we 
serve, and the agencies and organizations we support in 
your prayers. As always, if you are aware of a need 
within our congregations of Grace Ministries, or in the 
community, please bring it to the attention of Pastor 
Andrew or one of our Social Ministry team members.  

 

For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I 
was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a 
stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you 
clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in 

prison and you came to visit me… ‘Truly I tell you, 
whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers 
and sisters of mine, you did for me.”  - Matthew 25:35-

36, 40 
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New England Synod eNews 

January 11, 2023 

Feeding the hungry and 
housing the homeless 

  

  
 

  

 

Where it began:  fellowship hall where pasta dinners are held.  PC:  Pr. Joe Ekeberg 
 

 

First Lutheran, New Britain partners with state agency to provide 
temporary shelter 
  
First Lutheran Church of the Reformation in New Britain, Connecticut is a 
small congregation worshiping about thirty members on any given Sunday 
morning. They’re currently being served by interim minister, Pr. Joe Ekeberg. 
Though small, they’re doing mighty work in their home city of New Britain. 
  
Since 2007, this urban church has offered a feeding ministry in the form of a 
weekly pasta dinner. There’s a brief service at 4:30, followed by dinner at 5 
pm, staffed by teams of volunteers, most of whom are not members of the 
congregation. During the pandemic, they switched over to grab and go 
dinners, but continued to provide this important community support. They just 
recently returned to their previous model of sit-down pasta dinners and 
generally serve between 80 and 100 meals each week. Some of the volunteer 
staffing comes from the congregation, but most comes from other churches 
and community organizations – folks are eager to be involved when they see 
good work being done. As an added bonus, some of the volunteers who 
worked at the pasta supper have now become members of First. In addition to 
the weekly dinners, the church offers the Monday Morning Mingle, a drop in 
breakfast that serves anywhere from 30-60 individuals each week. 
 Partnering with the Friendship Center (https://cfgnb.org/friendship-service-

https://track.robly.com/08993493-7ab0-4a27-8fca-794a6549fe61f70a430b1193c697aef313d280c7b3da
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center-inc-fund/), they’ve continued to see a need for additional support for 
the population experiencing homelessness in the community. During the first 
winter of the pandemic, the church offered up space for overnight sleeping 
quarters for eleven adults, which the Friendship Center folks staffed and 
managed. The second winter they offered up similar space for a warming 
center during the colder winter months. 
  
This past fall they were approached by their partners at the Friendship Center, 
who’ve been struggling to keep up with the demand for temporary shelter. 
Clients have been housed at the local hotel, which is not a very cost effective 
approach for the state agency. After some discussion, members at First 
decided they’d update the lower level of the church that had housed these 
previous efforts, and turn it into overnight space for thirty adults, who now stay 
from 7 pm til 7 am each night. Cleaners come in daily to ensure the space is 
well maintained. The church is paid a nominal fee to cover basic utility costs. 
In return they’re offering safe, warm sleeping space to several dozen 
unhoused members of the community. The church also offers a clothing bank 
that is available to those seeking shelter there; it is run by volunteers from 
other congregations.  
  
Pr. Ekeberg continues to work with the mayor, town council and the 
Friendship Center as they explore other means of collaboration. Working with 
other organizations allows for more individuals to be involved in the ministries 
that are being offered. Partnership is crucial for these endeavors as resources 
can be pulled together from different organizations – financing, unused space, 
volunteer hours – all of which are required for success.  ‘Collaborate for 
Christ’s sake’ is certainly being put into action here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

L to R:  no cost clothes shopping; First, New Britain's spacious building; one of three 
sleeping rooms.  PC: Pr. Joe Ekeberg 

 

 

 

https://track.robly.com/08993493-7ab0-4a27-8fca-794a6549fe61f70a430b1193c697aef313d280c7b3da
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  Yoked Communities of faith & service 
MISSION STATEMENT 

"To boldly share God's Love and Grace universally in and through our communities." 
 
 

VISION STATEMENT 
Modeling the welcoming nature of God, we are humbly called and driven by the Spirit to witness, engage and 

walk with each other authentically, as Jesus’ hands and feet, providing spiritual,  
emotional and physical nourishment. 

 

Through evolving partnerships with ecumenical and other social service organizations we affirm justice and 
wholeness under the “agency of Grace” that feed the needs and hope of all. 

The Rev. Andrew H. Borden, Pastor 
pastor_andrew.b@verizon.net 

 

Ann Spinner, Parish Administrator  

bethelauburn@verizon.net 
Main Office: 508-832-3427 

 

Kate Valleli – Christian Education Coordinator 
 

                                        Shannon Papandrea - Sexton                           Garret Peters - Treasurer 
 

                              Tom Houston – Licensed Lay Minister      Louisa Klaven, AIM – Licensed Lay Minister   

                            Randy Bloom – Minister of Music          Lois Toeppner, Deacon – Minister of Music Emeritus 
 

 

Co-Council 
 

President – Joan Parker (B)      Co-Vice-Presidents – Jennifer Courtney (Z), Dave Valleli (B) 
                             

Council – Cheyenne Courtney (Z), Preston Sturdevant (B), Ruth Thompson (B), Jessica Caminero (B), Theresa Toombs (Z) 
Dana Boilard (Z), Bev Sampson (B), Roberta Briggs (B), Don Leombruno (Z), Heather Connors (B) 

Leanne Carraher (B), Marie Sturdevant (B), Adam Hanks (B) 
 

 

Worcester Campus - Zion Lutheran   Auburn Campus - Bethel Lutheran 
                                              41 Whitmarsh Avenue, 01606                           90 Bryn Mawr Avenue, 01501                                                        

                           The-Community-of-Zion-Lutheran-Worcester.org                BethelAuburnELCA.org 
 

                                                                                                                           Bell Director – Adam Hanks 
                             Financial Secretaries – Ann Spinner/Kate Valleli        Financial Secretary – Russell Harris 
 

                                  
 

        RECONCILING IN CHRIST                       

                                                                                      Wednesdays, Zion Lutheran @ Noon 
                                                                                      Free Meals, those 50+  

                        

mailto:bethelauburn@verizon.net

