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Love is spoken here! Be the living Eucharist! 
 
 

 
 

 

 Christmas Eve 
 

December 24th, 2022 
 
 

  
                                                                                                                  4:00 PM Bethel 



pg. 2 
 

All are welcome here! 
These churches and altars belong to God, and not to us. All people are welcome to participate in every aspect 
of our worship, including our open table for the Eucharist. We are honored by your presence this day and hope 
you find peace and refreshment as we celebrate the extravagant love of God, as followers of the Way of Jesus. 

There is a place for you, here! 
 

We Gather 
The Holy Spirit calls us in community as people of the Way. 

PRELUDE                                               
  

CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

The assembly stands to collectively center for worship and contemplate God’s graciousness. 
 
 

The impossible happened – God in the flesh coming to earth to be with us! 
 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
All living as in deep darkness, on them the light shines! 

We celebrate this evening when creation stood still and held its breath, for God was doing the most 
unbelievable, dangerous thing. 

We celebrate when God embraced humanity from the inside, as one of us, from birth to death. 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, full of grace and truth. Amen! 
The congregation is seated 
 
 

BELL MEDITATION                                     In the bleak midwinter                                          arr. Linda Scholes 
 

GREETING                                The grace of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ, 
the love of God, and communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all! And also with you! 

 

The congregation stands 

 

CAROL                                           Awake! Awake, and greet the new morn                         ELW (red book) 242 
 

The congregation is seated 

We listen to God’s Word 
God speaks to us in poetry, creative writing, scripture, preaching & song. 

 

A READING FROM HEBREW SCRIPTURE (Tanakh): Isaiah 9:2,6-7                                 God’s Word Translation* 
 

2 The people who walk in darkness will see a bright light. The light will shine on those who live in the land of 
death’s shadow. 
3 You will expand the nation and increase its happiness. It will be happy in your presence like those who 
celebrate the harvest or rejoice when dividing loot. 
4 You will break the yoke that burdens them, the bar that is across their shoulders, and the stick used by their 
oppressor, as you did in the battle against Midian. 
5 Every warrior’s boot marching to the sound of battle and every garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel 
in the fire. 
6 A child will be born for us. A son will be given to us. The government will rest on his shoulders. He will be 
named: 
                           Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 His government and peace will have unlimited growth. He will establish David’s throne and kingdom. He will 
uphold it with justice and righteousness now and forever. The LORD of Armies is determined to do this! 
 
 

CAROL                                              O little town of Bethlehem                       ELW 279  
 
 

A READING FROM CHRISTIAN SCRIPTURE: Titus 2:11-14                                               God’s Word Translation* 
 

11 After all, God’s saving kindness has appeared for the benefit of all people. 12 It trains us to avoid ungodly 
lives filled with worldly desires so that we can live self-controlled, moral, and godly lives in this present 
world. 13 At the same time we can expect what we hope for—the appearance of the glory of our great God and 
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Savior, Jesus Christ. 14 [Jesus] gave himself for us to set us free from every sin and to cleanse us so that we 
can be his special people who are enthusiastic about doing good things. 
 

The assembly stands to welcome Jesus, the living Word, in song. 
 

MUSICAL ACCLAMATION                            O come, all ye faithful                                                       ELW 283 
 
 
 

 

Preface   The Holy Gospel according to Luke!  Glory to you, O Lord! 
 

 

A READING FROM THE HOLY GOSPELS: Luke 2:1-7                                                                    Scholar’s Edition* 
 

In those days it so happened that a decree was issued by Emperor Augustus that a census be taken of the 
whole civilized world. This first census was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. Everybody had to 
travel to their ancestral city to be counted in the census. So Joseph too went up from Galilee, from the city of 
Nazareth, in Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was a descendant of David, to be 
counted in the census with Mary, to whom he was engaged; Mary was pregnant. It so happened while they 
were there that the time came for her to give birth; and she gave birth to a son, her firstborn. She wrapped him 
in strips of cloth and laid him in a feeding trough, because there was no space for them in the lodge. 
 

CAROL                                                          Silent night, holy night                                                       ELW 281 
 
 

CONTINUING READING FROM THE HOLY GOSPELS: Luke 2:8-16                                            Scholar’s Edition* 
 

Now in the same area there were shepherds living outdoors. They were keeping watch over their sheep at 
night, when a messenger of the Lord stood near them and the glory of the Lord shone around them, “Don’t be 
afraid: I bring you good news of a great joy, which is to benefit the whole nation; today in the city of David, a 
Savior was born to you-he is the Anointed, the Lord. And this will be a sign for you; you will find a baby 
wrapped in strips of cloth and lying in a feeding trough.” 

And suddenly there appeared with the messenger a whole troop of the heavenly army praising God: 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people whom [are] favored! 

It so happened when the messengers left and returned to heaven that the shepherds said to one another, 
“Come on! Let’s go over to Bethlehem and see what has happened, the event the Lord has told us about.” And 
they hurried away, and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a feeding trough. 

.Response   The Gospel of our Lord! Praise to you, O Christ! 

COLLECT 
Let us pray: Eternal God, who made this most holy night to shine with the brightness of Your one true light: 
bring us, who have known the revelation of that light on earth, to see the radiance of Your heavenly glory; 
through Jesus Christ Your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with You, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM 
 

MESSAGE                      Pastor Andrew                                        
 

The congregation stands 
 
 

CAROL                                          What child is this                                   ELW 296 
 

The congregation is seated 
 
 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
With wonder and thanksgiving for Christ’s coming into the world, we pray for the church, the life of the earth, 
and the whole human family.  

Moment of silence 
Your infinite love is born to us this night. With choirs of angels the church proclaims the good news. Send us 
out as messengers of the hope that has come to all people. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
You are pleased to dwell with Your creatures and the whole earth sings for joy. Renew the splendor of creation 
from the smallest cell to the widest galaxies. Guide us to be wise stewards of Your gifts for the sake of 
generations to come. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
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Your authority is over the nations. Break the rod of oppression in every land and free all people from fear. Bring 
peace where there is war, compassion where there is suffering, and healing where there is disease. God of 
grace, 

hear our prayer. 
You cherish those who are most vulnerable. Protect infants and children, and bless those who care for them. 
Watch over women giving birth, attend the dying, and relieve any who are in pain (especially). Shelter refugee 
families and those who have no home. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
Your lovingkindness embraces everyone in need. Help any for whom this season is lonely or joyless. Comfort 
those among us, or known to us, who are experiencing distress of body or mind, missing loved ones, or 
grieving. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
You welcome those who have died into the joyous light of glory. We give thanks for the saints of every time 
and place who have praised You with lives of faith and humility. Inspire us by their example to love You by 
serving others. God of grace, 
 hear our prayer. 
Pondering the mystery of eternal love made flesh in Christ Jesus, we commend all for whom we pray to the 
mercy of God. Amen. 
 

The congregation stands 
 
 

CONFESSION & RENEWAL 
Christ the light of the world has come to dispel the darkness of our hearts. In his light let us examine ourselves 
and confess our sins. 

Silence is kept. 
Lord of grace and truth, we confess our unworthiness to stand in Your presence as Your children. We have 
sinned:  

please forgive and heal us. 
The Virgin Mary accepted Your call to be the mother of Jesus. Please forgive our disobedience to Your will. 
We have sinned:  

please forgive and heal us. 
Your Son, our Savior, was born to a working-class family, under oppressive rule. Forgive our greed and 
rejection of Your ways. We have sinned:  

please forgive and heal us. 
The shepherds left their flocks to go to Bethlehem. We humbly ask that You forgive our self-interest and lack of 
vision. We have sinned:  

please forgive and heal us. 
The wise men followed the star to find Jesus the King. Please forgive our reluctance to seek You. We have 
sinned:  

please forgive and heal us. 
May the God of all healing and forgiveness draw us to God-self, and cleanse us from all our sins that we may 
behold the glory of the Son, the Word made flesh, God with us, Emanuel: Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen! 
 
 

THE PEACE                                        Let us greet our sisters and brothers in the name of Christ! 
 

The peace of our Lord be with you always! And also with you! 
 

 

We share in God’s Holy Communion 
God feeds us with the risen Christ’s presence! 

The congregation is seated 
 
 

GATHERING OF GIFTS               I am so glad each Christmas Eve                     bell arr. Patricia Hurlbutt               
                  

OFFERTORY                                                                                                                                           ELW 481  
As the gifts of bread, wine, and currency are brought forward, the assembly stands. 

Come to the ta-ble of mer-cy, pre-pared with the wine and the bread. 
All who are hun-gry and thirst-y, come and your souls will be fed. 

Come at the Lord’s in-vi-ta-tion; re-ceive from his nail-scarred hand. 
Eat of the bread of sal-va-tion; drink of the blood of the Lamb. 
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PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Let us pray: God of abundance, receive and bless these gifts we have offered. Join our hearts with the song of 
the angels, and gather us at Your table of celebration. Strengthen us to share with all the world the abundance 
of Your Grace upon Grace, poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. Amen! 
 

The congregation stands 
 
 

PREPARATION OF THE TABLE 
Come to Christ’s banquet, feast on God’s gift of grace! Amen. 

 
 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
The Lord be with you! And also with you!            Open up your hearts! We open them up to the Lord! 

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God! It is right to give God thanks and praise! 
 

Most merciful Lord, Your love compels us to come in. Our hands were unclean, our hearts were 
unprepared; we were not fit even to eat the crumbs from under Your table. But You, Lord, are the God of 
our salvation, and share Your bread with sinners. 

So cleanse and feed us with the precious body and blood of Your Son, that he may live in us and we in him; 
and that we, with the whole company of Christ, may sit and eat in Your kingdom. 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who, in Your tender mercy, gave Your only Son our Savior Jesus Christ 
to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption; who made there by his sacrifice proof for the primacy of 
faith over secular devotion for the sake of human wholeness; he instituted, and in his holy gospel 
commanded us to continue, a perpetual memory of his precious death until he comes again. 

Hear us, merciful Father, we humbly pray, and grant that we receiving these gifts of Your creation, this 
bread and this wine, according to ☩ Your Son our Savior Jesus Christ’s holy institution, in remembrance of 
his death and passion, may be partakers of his most blessed body and blood; 

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took bread and gave You thanks; he broke it and gave it to his 
disciples, saying: Take, eat, this is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me.  

In the same way, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you, this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
Yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The bread which we break is a sharing of the body of Christ. 

We being many are one body, for we all share in the one bread. 
Jesus Christ is the Lamb of God, who has taken away the sins of the world. Happy are all called to his supper. 

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word and I shall be healed. 
The congregation is seated 
 
 

AGNUS DEI (Lamb of God)                                                                                                                 ELW pg. 154 
Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace. 
 
THE EUCHARIST 
      

Wafers are distributed to the hand by the pastor, individual pre-filled plastic cups of grape juice or wine may be 
taken from the silver trays: the inner-most ring on each tray is the grape juice. 

A gluten-free alternative is available from the Assisting Minister. 
Believing in the real presence of Christ, Grace Ministries practices open-table, Eucharistic hospitality.  

All people , baptized or not, are welcomed to The Meal. 
Those who do not wish to commune may come forward for a blessing signified by crossed arms. 
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COMMUNION CAROLS                                                                        ELW 277, 292 
 

POST EUCHARISTIC PRAYER        
Let us pray; God our Father, in this night You have made known to us again the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ: confirm our faith and fix our eyes on him until the day dawns and Christ the Morning Star rises in our 
hearts. To him be glory both now and forever. 
 

May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; we who drink his cup bring life to others; we 
whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 

Keep us firm in the hope You have set before us, so we and all Your children shall be free, and the whole 
earth live to praise Your name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

We go out to serve God 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

The congregation stands 
 
 

BLESSING                      God bless us and keep us, ☩ Jesus grant us Grace and Truth, 
and the Spirit send peace upon our hearts, now and forever. Amen. 

 

CAROL                                                       Go tell it on the mountain            ELW 290 
    

DISMISSAL                         
Christ the Savior is born! Go in peace. Proclaim this good news. Thanks be to God! 

 

POSTLUDE                         
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com, Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #28372. CCLI copyright/streaming license #11574665, Call to Worship per http://www.bruceprewer.com/DocA/36PENT.htm, 
Collects, Confession & Absolution, Liturgy of the Sacrament per Common, Post Eucharistic Prayer per Worship, www.churchofengland.org,  
*Scripture translations are in the public domain and sourced through http://www.biblegateway.com 
 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS THIS DAY: Bob Ekstrand, Liesl Voosen Fields, Karen Carlson, Greg & Sandy Linberg, 
Bob MacMillan, Steve & Helen Trilligan, Sandy Erickson, Gordon Dubois, Lindsey Dawes, Debra Lindberg, 
Sue McKewen, Steve and Carron Mentzer, Andy, Susan King, Bill Erven, Julianna Bagdigian, Miriam Bove, 
Jackie Briley, Glenna Brownell, Pr. Doug Behm, Tom Toeppner, Bev Charbonneau, Carole Ann Costello, 
Karen Gilles, Jim Mooney, Bill Lewis, William Donague, Susan King, Eleanor Bigwood,  Cheryl & Jeremey 
Lobe, Rose Maire Bogigian, Douglas, William R., and Doris Ann French, Paula Collins, Nina Gould, Savannah 
Sullivan, Kenneth Edwards, Roger & Gail Cole, Rebecca Kneelend, Dave Carranci, David Naugle, Ramonita 
Hernandez, Theresa Toombs, Kevin Bjorklund, Elijah Arisme 

 
Music for Christmas Eve 

Prelude: “Swiss Noel” and “Noel” by Louis-Claude Daquin (1694-1772) 

                 “In Dulci Jubilo” by Marcel Dupre (1886-1971) 

Postlude: “In Dulci Jubilo” by Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 

Anthem: “Sing We Noel” Traditional French Carol 

Today’s Music: For centuries French composers wrote numerous noels, the French term for Christmas carols.  
The first two prelude “Noels” are compositions by French Baroque organist and composer, Louis-Claude 
Daquin (1694-1772).  A child prodigy, Daquin performed at the court of Louis XIV at the age of six.  By 1755 he 
was organist at Notre Dame in Paris.  “In Dulci Jubilo” is a melody from the Middle Ages, later used by many 
composers for their compositions.  The two settings tonight are in great contrast to each other.  Marcel Dupre’s 
(1886-1971) is a quiet piece with a rhythmic pattern mimicking the gentle rocking of a cradle where J. S. 
Bach’s (1685-1750) setting is “jubilant” presentation of the joy of the birth of the Savior. 
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COMING WEEK SCHEDULE 
 

 10:00 AM    ECUMENICAL CHRISTMAS DAY WORSHIP in the Nave @ Bethel 
 
 

OFFICES CLOSED MONDAY & TUESDAY 
 

WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY 9 AM - 3 PM General Office Hours - Main Offices @ Bethel 
. 

 

WEDNESDAY 
 

NOON Grace Café - Zion 
5:30 PM Worship in the Nave – Bethel 

 
 

THURSDAY 
 

2:30-4 PM Pastoral Public Office Hours – Panera Bread, Gold Star Blvd, Worcester 
6:30 PM  Choir Rehearsal – Bethel choir room 

 
 

SUNDAY 
 

8 AM Worship in the Nave – Bethel           8:45 AM Worship in the Nave – Zion 
10:30 AM Worship in the Nave – Bethel 

 
 
 

 
 

The congregation of Grace, with campuses in Worcester and Auburn, is a loving, yoked community of faith of 
about 175 active households. Our congregation includes families and singles, children and seniors, LGBTQ 
and straight people, with a diversity of ethnicities, interests and backgrounds. 
We come together to worship, support each other, to learn, to serve through many and various ways as Jesus’ 
hands, feet and heart with non-profits and ecumenical partners, and build fellowship and friendship. The 
congregation of Grace Ministries is a home for us. 
There is a place for you here, too! 

Zion and Bethel are houses of prayer and support for all in the Lutheran tradition. 
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  Yoked Communities of faith & service   

MISSION STATEMENT 
"To boldly share God's Love and Grace universally in and through our communities." 

 
 

VISION STATEMENT 
Modeling the welcoming nature of God, we are humbly called and driven by the Spirit to witness, engage and 

walk with each other authentically, as Jesus’ hands and feet, providing spiritual,  
emotional and physical nourishment. 

 

Through evolving partnerships with ecumenical and other social service organizations we affirm justice and 
wholeness under the “agency of Grace” that feed the needs and hope of all. 

The Rev. Andrew H. Borden, Pastor 
pastor_andrew.b@verizon.net 

 

Ann Spinner, Parish Administrator  
bethelauburn@verizon.net 
Main Office: 508-832-3427 

 

Kate Valleli – Christian Education Coordinator 
 

                                        Shannon Papandrea, Sexton                           Garret Peters - Treasurer 
 

                              Tom Houston – Licensed Lay Minister      Louisa Klaven, AIM – Licensed Lay Minister   

Randy Bloom, – Minister of Music     Lois Toeppner, Deacon – Minister of Music Emeritus 
 

Co-Council 
 

President – Joan Parker (B)      Co-Vice-Presidents – Jennifer Courtney (Z), Dave Valleli (B) 
                             

Council – Cheyenne Courtney (Z), Preston Sturdevant (B), Ruth Thompson (B), Jessica Caminero (B), Theresa Toombs (Z),  
Dana Boilard (Z), Bev Sampson (B) , Roberta Briggs (B), Don Leombruno (Z), Heather Connors (B), 

Leanne Carraher (B), Marie Sturdevant (B), Adam Hanks (B) 
 
 

Worcester Campus - Zion Lutheran   Auburn Campus - Bethel Lutheran 
                                              41 Whitmarsh Avenue, 01606                           90 Bryn Mawr Avenue, 01501                                                        

                           The-Community-of-Zion-Lutheran-Worcester.org                BethelAuburnELCA.org 
 

                                                                                                                           Bell Director – Adam Hanks 
                             Financial Secretaries – Ann Spinner/Kate Valleli        Financial Secretary – Russell Harris 
 
 
 

                                     
 
 
 
 

        RECONCILING IN CHRIST                       

                                                                                      Wednesdays, Zion Lutheran @ Noon 
                                                                                      Free Meals, those 50+   

                        
 


