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Yoked communities of faith and service 
   

Love is spoken here! Be the living Eucharist! 
 
 

 
 
 

Advent is an intentional time of year when followers of Jesus’ Way around the world prepare their 
hearts for Christmas and celebrating the Incarnation. It's a time to slow down, pray, worship, and 
notice God's presence in our everyday lives. It's a time to open up our hearts to the Word and 
Sacrament, remembering the extravagant gift of Emmanuel. 
  

The Second Sunday of Advent 
 

December 4th, 2022 
 

10:30 AM Bethel 
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All are welcome here! 
These churches and altars belong to God, and not to us. All people are welcome to participate in every aspect 
of our worship, including our open table for the Eucharist. We are honored by your presence this day and hope 
you find peace and refreshment as we celebrate the extravagant love of God, as followers of the Way of Jesus. 

There is a place for you, here! 
 

We Gather 
The Holy Spirit calls us in community as people of the Way. 

PRELUDE                                                                           
  

The congregation stands 
 

 

ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING 
Blessed are You, God of hope, for You promise to bring forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse who will bring 
justice to the poor, who will deliver the needy and crush the oppressor, who will stand as a signal of hope for all 
people 

LIGHTING HYMN              O come, O come, Emmanuel (verse 2)                            ELW (red book) 257 

As we light the first candles, turn our wills to bear the fruit of repentance, transform our hearts to live in justice 
and harmony with one another, and fix our eyes on the root of Jesse, Jesus Christ, the hope of all nations. 

The candle is lit 

O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the Light of the Lord! Amen! 
 

lGREETING                         The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us al! And also with you! 

\ 
 

GATHERING HYMN                                 Blessed be the God of Israel                                                  ELW 250 
 

PRAYER OF APPROACH 
 Let us pray; O Lord, raise up, we pray, Your power and come among us, and with great might succour us; 
that whereas, through our sins and wickedness we are grievously hindered in running the race that is set 
before us, Your bountiful Grace and Mercy may speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ Your 
Son our Lord, to whom with You and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and forever. Amen! 
 

The congregation is seated 

We listen to God’s Word 
God speaks to us in poetry, creative writing, scripture, preaching & song. 

                               
 

A READING FROM HEBREW SCRIPTURE (Tanakh): Isaiah 11:1-10 from the NRSVUE* 
The first prophet known as Isaiah describes the coming of a future, ideal ruler who will renew David’s royal line 
(the stump of Jesse). Gifted by the spirit of God, this ruler will reign with perfect justice. Enmity and danger will 
be restored to harmony and peaceful coexistence. 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 2 The spirit of 
the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of 
knowledge and [awe in] the LORD. 
3 His delight shall be in [holding] the LORD [in awe]. He shall not judge by what his eyes see or decide by what 
his ears hear, 4 but with righteousness he shall judge for the poor and decide with equity for the oppressed of 
the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall [destroy] the 
wicked. 
5 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
6 The wolf shall live with the lamb; the leopard shall lie down with the kid; the calf and the lion will feed together, 
and a little child shall lead them. 
7 The cow and the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s 
den. 
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9 They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LOR as 
the waters cover the sea. 
 

Response   This is the Word of the Lord! Thanks be to God! 
PSALM 72:1-7, 18-19                                       read responsively 
 

1 Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to a king’s son. 
2 May he judge Your people with righteousness and Your poor with justice. 
3 May the mountains yield prosperity for the people, and the hills, in righteousness. 
4 May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, give deliverance to the needy,  

and crush the oppressor. 
5 May he live while the sun endures and as long as the moon, throughout all generations. 
6 May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, like showers that water the earth. 
7 In his days may righteousness flourish and peace abound, until the moon is no more. 
18 Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things. 
19 Blessed be [the] glorious name [of the Lord] forever; may [the Lord’s] glory fill the whole earth.  

Amen and Amen. 
 

The assembly stands to welcome the resurrected and ascended Christ! 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                                                                      W&P 144                  
 

Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light into my path. (refrain) 

1) When I feel afraid, think I’ve lost my way, still you’re there right beside me, and nothing will I 
fear as long as you are near. Please be near me to the end.  

2) I will not forget your love for me, and yet my heart forever is wandering. Jesus be my guide and 
hold me to your side, and I will love you to the end.  

 
 

Preface   Hear the Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ!  Glory to you, O Lord! 
 

A READING FROM THE HOLY GOSPELS: Matthew 3:1-12 from the Message*                           
 

1-2 While Jesus was living in the Galilean hills, John, called “the Baptizer,” was preaching in the desert country 
of Judea. His message was simple and austere, like his desert surroundings: “Change your life. God’s kingdom 
is here.” 
3 John and his message were authorized by Isaiah’s prophecy: 

Thunder in the desert! Prepare for God’s arrival! Make the road smooth and straight! 
4-6 John dressed in a camel-hair habit tied at the waist by a leather strap. He lived on a diet of locusts and wild 
field honey. People poured out of Jerusalem, Judea, and the Jordanian countryside to hear and see him in 
action. There at the Jordan River those who came to confess their sins were baptized into a changed life. 
7-10 When John realized that a lot of Pharisees and Sadducees were showing up for a baptismal experience 
because it was becoming the popular thing to do, he exploded: “Brood of snakes! What do you think you’re 
doing slithering down here to the river? Do you think a little water on your snakeskins is going to make any 
difference? It’s your life that must change, not your skin! And don’t think you can pull rank by claiming Abraham 
as father. Being a descendant of Abraham is neither here nor there. Descendants of Abraham are a dime a 
dozen. What counts is your life. Is it green and flourishing? Because if it’s deadwood, it goes on the fire. 
11-12 “I’m baptizing you here in the river, turning your old life in for a kingdom life. The real action comes next: 
The main character in this drama—compared to him I’m a mere stagehand—will ignite the kingdom life within 
you, a fire within you, the Holy Spirit within you, changing you from the inside out. He’s going to clean house—
make a clean sweep of your lives. He’ll place everything true in its proper place before God; everything false 
he’ll put out with the trash to be burned.” 

Response   The Gospel of our Lord! Praise to you, O Christ! 

COLLECT                    
Let us pray; Almighty God, purify our hearts and minds, that when Your Son Jesus Christ comes again as 
judge and savior we may be ready to receive him, who is our Lord and our God. Amen! 
 

The congregation is seated 
 
 

MESSAGE                                                                                                                       Pastor Andrew 
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The congregation stands 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                             Comfort, comfort now my people                                               ELW 256 
 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                   
As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for new hope. 

A brief silence. 
God, You renew the church in every age. We give thanks for hymn writers and theologians (especially John of 
Damascus, whom we commemorate today). Inspire teachers, writers, and musicians to delight and instruct 
your people. God, in Your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
You give us a vision of creation in harmony, when hurting and destruction will be no more. Teach us to be 
stewards of the earth and companions to its creatures. Restore to balance and wholeness what human greed 
has harmed. God, in Your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
You defend the cause of all who are poor and oppressed. Raise up leaders who will govern with equity and 
serve the common good. Guide judges, lawmakers, and public officials to protect the rights of those who 
cannot advocate for themselves. God, in Your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
You deliver those in need from suffering and fear. Come to the aid of any who are exploited or abused, 
especially children, elders, and victims of human trafficking. Provide safety and help to our neighbors without 
shelter, refugees, and those fleeing violence. God, in Your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
You urge Your people to welcome one another as you have welcomed us. Nurture ministries of hospitality and 
care in this and every congregation. We pray for people who are homebound, hospitalized, or separated from 
loved ones (especially). God, in Your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
You embrace all who have died trusting in Your promises, and we give thanks for their faithful witness. Sustain 
us in hope until we are united with them in the joy of Your eternal presence. God, in Your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
Lord of the church:  

hear our prayer, and make us one in heart and mind to serve You with joy forever. Amen. 
 

The congregation stands 

 
 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things. 
Blessed be God’s name forever. Amen. 

 

Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. Let us confront our sins, and confess them to the one who is 
merciful and just. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God of new beginnings, we confess that we have not welcomed Your holy reign. 
We have strayed from Your paths. 
We prepare for war instead of peace. 
We dishonor one another and Your creation. 
Purify us with Your refining fire and set us again on Your Way of love, that we may bear fruit 
worthy of repentance, and welcome Your coming among us. Amen. 

 

People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, a living sign. By water and the Spirit we 
are joined to this wonder. We have put on ☩ Christ, and our sins have been washed away. Let usr ejoice in the 
way of the Lord. Amen. 
 

 

THE PEACE                                        Let us greet our sisters and brothers in the name of Christ! 
 

Jesus says: Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. 
Do not let your hearts be troubled neither let them be afraid. The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you! 
 
 
 
 



pg. 5 
 

We share in God’s Holy Communion 
God feeds us with the risen Christ’s presence! 

 

GATHERING OF GIFTS                                                                      Choir               
                  
 

OFFERTORY                                                                                                                                           ELW 481  
As the gifts of bread, wine, and currency are brought forward, the assembly stands. 

Come to the ta-ble of mer-cy, pre-pared with the wine and the bread. 
All who are hun-gry and thirst-y, come and your souls will be fed. 

Come at the Lord’s in-vi-ta-tion; re-ceive from his nail-scarred hand. 
Eat of the bread of sal-va-tion; drink of the blood of the Lamb. 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Let us pray: Eternal God, You make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty ground. Receive 
these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us messengers of Your mercy and love for all in need 
of Your healing and justice. We ask this through Christ our Savior. Amen! 
 

PREPARATION OF THE TABLE 

Wise and gracious God, You spread a table before us; nourish Your people with the word of life and the bread 
of heaven. Amen. 

LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 

The Lord be with you! And also with you!         Open up your hearts! We open them up to the Lord! 

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God! It is right to give God thanks and praise! 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to You, Father Almighty, Creator 
of heaven and earth because in Jesus Christ our Lord You have received us as Your daughters and sons, 
made us citizens of Your kingdom, and given us the Holy Spirit to guide us into all Truth.  

Therefore, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we proclaim Your great and 
glorious name, forever praising You and singing: 

SANCTUS                                                                                       WOV pg. 617a 

Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord, God of pow’r and might, ho-ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord, God of pow’r and might: 

Heav-en and earth are full, full of your glo-ry. Ho-san-na in the high-est, ho-san-na in the high-est. 

Bless-ed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high-est, ho-san-na in the high-est. 

Our thanks continues, O God, for the goodness and love which You have made known to us in creation; in the 
calling of the Hebrew people as Your own; in Your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the 
Word made flesh, Jesus, Your Son. 

You sent him for this time in earth’s history to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be Savior and Redeemer of 
the world. In him, You have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before You. In him, You have 
brought us out of error into Truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks ☩ to You, 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, 
all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,  

We remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection, we await his coming in glory; 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to You, O Lord of all; presenting to You, from Your 
creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray You, gracious God, to send Your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the sacrament of the 
body of Christ and his blood of the new covenant. Unite us to Your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be 
acceptable in Your sight, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 
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In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under Your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country 
where, with all Your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of Your daughters and sons; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the church, and the author of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory is Yours, Almighty Father, 
now and forever. Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
Yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The bread which we break is a sharing of the body of Christ. 

We being many are one body, for we all share in the one bread. 
Jesus Christ is the Lamb of God, who has taken away the sins of the world. Happy are all called to his supper. 

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word and I shall be healed. 
The congregation is seated 
 
 

AGNUS DEI (Lamb of God)                                                                                                                 ELW pg. 154 
Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace. 
THE EUCHARIST 
      

Wafers are distributed to the hand by the pastor, individual pre-filled plastic cups of grape juice or wine may be 
taken from the silver trays: the inner-most ring on each tray is the grape juice. 

A gluten-free alternative is available from the Assisting Minister. 
Believing in the real presence of Christ, Grace Ministries practices open-table, Eucharistic hospitality.  

All people , baptized or not, are welcomed to The Meal. 
Those who do not wish to commune may come forward for a blessing signified by crossed arms. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN                                                                                ELW 272 
 

POST EUCHARISTIC PRAYER        
Let us pray; Father in heaven, who sent Your Son to redeem the world and will send him again to be our 
judge: give us grace so to imitate him in the humility and purity of his first coming that, when he comes 
again, we may be ready to greet him with joyful love and firm faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; we who drink his cup bring life to others; we 
whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 

Keep us firm in the hope You have set before us, so we and all Your children shall be free, and the whole 
earth live to praise Your name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

We go out to serve God 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

The congregation stands 
 

BLESSING 
God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, 

and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, ☩ bless us now and forever. Amen! 
 
 

SENDING HYMN                             O day of peace                                                               ELW 711               
     
 

DISMISSAL                             Go in peace! Christ is near! Thanks be to God! 
 

POSTLUDE                         
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com, Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #28372. CCLI copyright/streaming license #11574665, Collects, Liturgy of the Sacrament per Common, Post Eucharistic Prayer per 
Worship, www.churchofengland.org, 

*Scripture translations are in the public domain and sourced through http://www.biblegateway.com 
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IN OUR PRAYERS THIS DAY: Bob Ekstrand, Liesl Voosen Fields, Karen Carlson, Greg & Sandy Linberg, 
Bob MacMillan, Steve & Helen Trilligan, Sandy Erickson, Gordon Dubois, Lindsey Dawes, Debra Lindberg, 
Sue McKewen, Steve and Carron Mentzer, Andy, Susan King, Bill Erven, Julianna Bagdigian, Miriam Bove, 
Jackie Briley, Glenna Brownell, Pr. Doug Behm, Tom Toeppner, Bev Charbonneau, Carole Ann Costello, 
Karen Gilles, Jim Mooney, Bill Lewis, William Donague, Susan King, Eleanor Bigwood,  Cheryl & Jeremey 
Lobe, Rose Maire Bogigian, Douglas, William R., and Doris Ann French, Paula Collins, Nina Gould, Savannah 
Sullivan, Kenneth Edwards, Roger & Gail Cole, Joyce Napikosi, Rebecca Kneelend, Dave Carranci, David 
Naugle, Isabel McKenzie, Ramonita Hernandez 
 

Music for December 4, 2022 

Prelude: “Wie schon leuchtet der Morgenstern” Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 

Postlude: “Wie schon leuchtet der Morgenstern” by Johann Christoph Bach (1732-1795) 

Anthem: “Blessed be the God of Israel” words by Michael Perry (1942-1996) 

          Music by Hal Hopson (b. 1933) 

Today’s music: Today’s prelude and postlude are based on the melody “How Brightly Shines the Morning 
Star.” The prelude is by J. S. Bach using a melody by Philipp Nicolai (1556-1608).  Although only a fragment, it 
demonstrates J. S. Bach’s ability to embellish on an existing tune to produce an intriguing new composition. 
Today’s postlude is a short fugue by Johann Christoph Bach (1732-1795), ninth son of J.S. Bach.  J. C. Bach 
clearly states Nicolai’s melody in each voice of the fugue.  Today’s anthem is a contemporary setting of Luke 
1:68-79 with words by Michael Perry (1942-1996) and tune by Hal Hopson (b. 1933).   
 
 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE (excluding holidays) 
 

,MONDAYS – THURSDAYS 9 AM - 3 PM General Office Hours - Main Offices @ Bethel 
 
 

SUNDAYS 
 

8 AM Worship in the Nave – Bethel           8:45 AM Worship in the Nave – Zion 
9:30 AM Sunday School – Bethel, Voosen Hall with Ms. Kate! 

10:30 AM Worship in the Nave – Bethel  
 

TUESDAYS 
 

2:30-4 PM Pastoral Public Office Hours – Auburn Starbucks 
7 PM Adult Forum – via ZOOM (see link in weekly Updater, or give the office a call) 

. 
 

WEDNESDAYS 
 

NOON Grace Café - Zion 
5:30 PM Advent Mid-Week Series Worship in the Nave – Bethel 

 
 

THURSDAYS 
 

2:30-4 PM Pastoral Public Office Hours - The Bean Counter, Grove Street, Worcester 
6:30 PM  Choir Rehearsal – Bethel choir room 

7 PM Confirmation, 2nd Week @ Emanuel-Worcester, 4th Week at Bethel 
 

 
 

The congregation of Grace, with campuses in Worcester and Auburn, is a loving, yoked community of faith of 
about 175 active households. Our congregation includes families and singles, children and seniors, LGBTQ 
and straight people, with a diversity of ethnicities, interests and backgrounds. 
We come together to worship, support each other, to learn, to serve through many and various ways as Jesus’ 
hands, feet and heart with non-profits and ecumenical partners, and build fellowship and friendship. The 
congregation of Grace Ministries is a home for us. 
There is a place for you here, too! 
Zion and Bethel are houses of prayer and support for all in the Lutheran tradition. 
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  Yoked Communities of faith & service   

MISSION STATEMENT 
"To boldly share God's Love and Grace universally in and through our communities." 

 
 

VISION STATEMENT 
Modeling the welcoming nature of God, we are humbly called and driven by the Spirit to witness, engage and 

walk with each other authentically, as Jesus’ hands and feet, providing spiritual,  
emotional and physical nourishment. 

 

Through evolving partnerships with ecumenical and other social service organizations we affirm justice and 
wholeness under the “agency of Grace” that feed the needs and hope of all. 

The Rev. Andrew H. Borden, Pastor 
pastor_andrew.b@verizon.net 

 

Ann Spinner, Parish Administrator  
bethelauburn@verizon.net 
Main Office: 508-832-3427 

 

Kate Valleli – Christian Education Coordinator 
 

                                        Shannon Papandrea, Sexton                           Garret Peters - Treasurer 
 

                              Tom Houston – Licensed Lay Minister      Louisa Klaven, AIM – Licensed Lay Minister   

Randy Bloom, – Minister of Music     Lois Toeppner, Deacon – Minister of Music Emeritus 
 

Co-Council 
 

President – Joan Parker (B)      Co-Vice-Presidents – Jennifer Courtney (Z), Dave Valleli (B) 
                             

Council – Cheyenne Courtney (Z), Preston Sturdevant (B), Ruth Thompson (B), Jessica Caminero (B), Theresa Toombs (Z),  
Dana Boilard (Z), Bev Sampson (B) , Roberta Briggs (B), Don Leombruno (Z), Heather Connors (B), 

Leanne Carraher (B), Marie Sturdevant (B), Adam Hanks (B) 
 
 

Worcester Campus - Zion Lutheran   Auburn Campus - Bethel Lutheran 
                                              41 Whitmarsh Avenue, 01606                           90 Bryn Mawr Avenue, 01501                                                        

                           The-Community-of-Zion-Lutheran-Worcester.org                BethelAuburnELCA.org 
 

                                                                                                                           Bell Director – Adam Hanks 
                             Financial Secretaries – Ann Spinner/Kate Valleli        Financial Secretary – Russell Harris 
 
 
 

                                     
 
 
 
 

        RECONCILING IN CHRIST                       

                                                                                      Wednesdays, Zion Lutheran @ Noon 
                                                                                      Free Meals, those 50+   

                        


