Yoked communities of faith and service
Love is spoken here! Be the living Eucharist!

Christ the King
November 20th, 2022
10:30 AM Bethel
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All are welcome here!
These churches and altars belong to God, and not to us. All people are welcome to participate in every aspect
of our worship, including our open table for the Eucharist. We are honored by your presence this day and hope
you find peace and refreshment as we celebrate the extravagant love of God, as followers of the Way of Jesus.

There is a place for you, here!

We Gather
The Holy Spirit calls us in community as people of the Way.

PRELUDE
The congregation stands
GREETING

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you! And also with you.

\

KYRIE ELEISON (Lord, have mercy)
Larry Olson (from: Worship and Praise)
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way. Kyrie eleison, every day. REFRAIN
1) For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; For this holy house, for
all who worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.
2) That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor; that we may live
out truth and justice and grace, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.
3) For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family; for life and for love, for
our work and our play, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.
4) For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word; that you nourish
our souls with your body and blood, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.
PRAYER OF APPROACH
Let us pray; Eternal Father, whose Son Jesus Christ ascended to the throne of heaven that he might rule
over all things as Lord and King: keep the church in the unity of the Spirit and in the bond of peace, and
bring the whole created order to worship at his feet; who is alive and reigns with You, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen!
PROCESSIONAL HYMN
The congregation is seated

Crown him with many crowns

ELW (red book) 855

We listen to God’s Word
God speaks to us in poetry, creative writing, scripture, preaching & song.

A READING FROM CHRISTIAN SCRIPTURE: Colossians 1:11-20a from the NRSVUE* translation
An early Christian hymn praises the mystery of our Christ, the one who was present at creation and is eternally
reigning with God.
11
May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, so that you may have all
endurance and patience, joyfully 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance
of the saints in the light. 13 He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom
of [the] beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption] the forgiveness of sins.
15
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation, 16 for in him all things in heaven and on earth
were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have
been created through him and for him. 17 He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold
together. 18 He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he
might come to have first place in everything. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and
through him God was pleased to [be reconciled to] all things.
Response This is the Word of the Lord! Thanks be to God!
BELL ANTHEM
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Crown him with many crowns

arr. Anna Laura Page

PSALM 72
read responsively
Give the king your justice, O God, and Your righteousness to a king’s son.
2
May he judge Your people with righteousness and Your poor with justice.
3
May the mountains yield prosperity for the people, and the hills, in righteousness.
4
May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, give deliverance to the needy,
and crush the oppressor.
5
May he live while the sun endures and as long as the moon, throughout all generations.
6
May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, like showers that water the earth.
7
In his days may righteousness flourish and peace abound, until the moon is no more.
8
May he have dominion from sea to sea and from the [Nile] to the ends of the earth.
9
May his foe] bow down before him, and his enemies lick the dust.
10
May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles render him tribute; may the kings of Sheba and Seba
bring gifts.
11
May all kings fall down before him, all nations give him service.
12
For he delivers the needy when they call, the poor and those who have no helper.
13
He has pity on the weak, [saving them and those in need.].
14
From oppression and violence he redeems their life, and precious is their blood in his sight.
15
Long may he live! May gold of Sheba be given to him. May prayer be made for him continually
and blessings invoked for him all day long.
16
May there be abundance of grain in the land; may it wave on the tops of the mountains;
may its fruit be like Lebanon; and may people blossom in the cities like the grass of the field.
17
May his name endure forever, his fame continue as long as the sun. May all nations be blessed in him;
may they pronounce him happy.
18
Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things.
19
Blessed be his glorious name forever; may his glory fill the whole earth. Amen and Amen.
The assembly stands to welcome the resurrected and ascended Christ!
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open wide your saving word.
Let it burn like a fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred.
Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the Good News that you bring.

ELW pg. 205a

Preface Hear the Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ! Glory to you, O Lord!
A READING FROM THE HOLY GOSPELS: Luke 23:33-43 from the NRSVUE* translation
33
When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the criminals, one on
his right and one on his left. [[34 Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are
doing.”]] And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 35 And the people stood by watching, but the leaders scoffed
at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” 36 The
soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine 37 and saying, “If you are the King of the
[Hebrew people], save yourself!” 38 There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the [Hebrews].”
39
One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you not the Messiah? Save
yourself and us!” 40 But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same
sentence of condemnation? 41 And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we
deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you
come in your kingdom.” 43 He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.”
Response The Gospel of our Lord! Praise to you, O Christ!
COLLECT
Let us pray; God the Father, help us to hear the call of Christ the King and to follow in his service, whose
kingdom has no end; for he reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, one glory. Amen!
The congregation is seated
MESSAGE
HYMN OF THE DAY
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Pastor Andrew
Beautiful Savior

ELW 838

CONFESSION OF FAITH – The Nicene Creed
We are God’s people through our baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
Being with the Father; through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the
prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection ☩ of the dead, and the life of the world to
come. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
United with Your saints across time and place, we pray for our shared world.
A brief silence.
We pray for Your church. Embolden denominations and faith-based organizations in creative and collaborative
ministries and increase our work for the sake of the gospel. Lord, in Your mercy,
receive our prayer.
We pray for the earth. Protect waterways from pollution and animal habitats from destruction. Guide us in
careful stewardship of waters, plant life, and animals. Lord, in Your mercy,
receive our prayer.
We pray for the nations of the world. Instill in every leader’s heart a desire for justice and peace. Support the
work of international collaborations that seek the goals of health and joy for all people. Lord, in Your mercy,
receive our prayer.
We pray for all who are undermined or oppressed. Amplify the voices of the unheard and break open stubborn
systems of injustice. Bring about Your righteousness and fill us all with Your redeeming light. Lord, in Your
mercy,
receive our prayer.
We pray for these assemblies of Grace. Guide our pastor, lay leaders, and council members in discernment,
and nurture new leaders with fresh ideas. Give these congregations a spirit of discipleship and service. Lord, in
Your mercy,
receive our prayer.
We give thanks for all who have died in the faith. Console us who mourn and comfort us with the beautiful
promise of life in Your kingdom. Lord, in Your mercy,
receive our prayer.
Lord of the church:
hear our prayer, and make us one in heart and mind to serve You with joy forever. Amen.
The congregation stands
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION
Lord Jesus Christ, we confess we have failed you as did your first disciples.
Silence for meditation
We ask for your mercy and your help. Our selfishness betrays you: Lord, forgive us.
Christ have mercy.
We fail to share the pain of your suffering: Lord, forgive us.
Christ have mercy.
We run away from those who abuse you: Lord, forgive us.
Christ have mercy.
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We are afraid of being known to belong to you: Lord, forgive us.
Christ have mercy.
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon us, ☩ pardon and deliver us from all our
sins, confirm and strengthen us in all goodness and keep us in life eternal, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
THE PEACE
Let us greet our sisters and brothers in the name of Christ!
We are all one in Christ Jesus. We belong to him through faith. Heirs of the promise of the Spirit of peace.
The peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you!

We share in God’s Holy Communion
God feeds us with the risen Christ’s presence!

GATHERING OF GIFTS
OFFERTORY

Choir
ELW 481

As the gifts of bread, wine, and currency are brought forward, the assembly stands.

Come to the ta-ble of mer-cy, pre-pared with the wine and the bread.
All who are hun-gry and thirst-y, come and your souls will be fed.
Come at the Lord’s in-vi-ta-tion; re-ceive from his nail-scarred hand.
Eat of the bread of sal-va-tion; drink of the blood of the Lamb.
PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Let us pray: Blessed are You, Maker of all things. As You have entrusted us with all that You have created,
now gather our gifts, nourish us with this sacrament, and send us to those who hunger and thirst, for the sake
of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
PREPARATION OF THE TABLE
Come to Christ’s banquet, feast on God’s gift of grace! Amen.
LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT
The Lord be with you! And also with you!
Open up your hearts! We open them up to the Lord!
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God! It is right to give God thanks and praise!
Most merciful Lord, Your love compels us to come in. Our hands were unclean, our hearts were
unprepared; we were not fit even to eat the crumbs from under Your table. But You, Lord, are the God of
our salvation, and share Your bread with sinners.
So cleanse and feed us with the precious body and blood of Your Son, that he may live in us and we in him;
and that we, with the whole company of Christ, may sit and eat in Your kingdom.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who, in Your tender mercy, gave Your only Son our Savior Jesus Christ
to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption; who made there by his sacrifice proof for the primacy of
faith over secular devotion for the sake of human wholeness; he instituted, and in his holy gospel
commanded us to continue, a perpetual memory of his precious death until he comes again.
Hear us, merciful Father, we humbly pray, and grant that we receiving these gifts of Your creation, this
bread and this wine, according to ☩ Your Son our Savior Jesus Christ’s holy institution, in remembrance of
his death and passion, may be partakers of his most blessed body and blood;
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took bread and gave You thanks; he broke it and gave it to his
disciples, saying: Take, eat, this is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me.
In the same way, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you, this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are
Yours, now and forever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The bread which we break is a sharing of the body of Christ.
We being many are one body, for we all share in the one bread.
Jesus Christ is the Lamb of God, who has taken away the sins of the world. Happy are all called to his supper.
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word and I shall be healed.
The congregation is seated
AGNUS DEI (Lamb of God)
ELW pg. 208
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; you suffered death our lives to save:
have mercy now, we pray.
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; you set us free from guilt by Grace:
have mercy now, we pray.
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; eternal peace with God you made:
give us your peace, we pray.
THE EUCHARIST
Wafers are distributed to the hand by the pastor, individual pre-filled plastic cups of grape juice or wine may be
taken from the silver trays: the inner-most ring on each tray is the grape juice.
A gluten-free alternative is available from the Assisting Minister.
Believing in the real presence of Christ, Grace Ministries practices open-table, Eucharistic hospitality.
All people , baptized or not, are welcomed to The Meal.
Those who do not wish to commune may come forward for a blessing signified by crossed arms.
COMMUNION HYMN
ELW 759
POST EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Let us pray; Stir up, O Lord, the wills of Your faithful people; that they, plenteously bringing forth the fruit of
good works, may by You be plenteously rewarded; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; we who drink his cup bring life to others; we
whom the Spirit lights give light to the world.
Keep us firm in the hope You have set before us, so we and all Your children shall be free, and the whole
earth live to praise Your name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

We go out to serve God
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The congregation stands
BLESSING
May God give us comfort and peace, light and joy, in this world and the next; and the ☩ blessing of God
almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among us and remain with us always . Amen!
RECESSIONAL HYMN
DISMISSAL

Jesus shall reign

ELW 434

Go in peace of Christ! Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE
From Sundays and Seasons.com, Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #28372. CCLI copyright/streaming license #11574665, Collects, Commemoration of the Faithful Departed, Confession & Absolution,
Liturgy of the Sacrament per Common Worship, www.churchofengland.org,

*Scripture translations are in the public domain and sourced through http://www.biblegateway.com

IN OUR PRAYERS THIS DAY: Bob Ekstrand, Liesl Voosen Fields, Karen Carlson, Greg & Sandy Linberg,
Bob MacMillan, Steve & Helen Trilligan, Sandy Erickson, Gordon Dubois, Lindsey Dawes, Debra Lindberg,
Steve & Carron Mentzer, Andy, Bill & Holly Erven, Julianna Bagdigian, Miriam Bove, Jackie Bryley, Glenna
Brownell, Pr. Doug Behm, Tom Toeppner, Bev Charbonneau, Carole Ann Costello, Karen Gilles, Jim Mooney,
Bill Lewis, Eric Lewis, William Donague, Eleanor Bigwood, Cheryl & Jeremey Lobe, Rose Marie Bogigian,
Douglas, William R., Doris Ann French, Paula Collins, Nina Gould, Savannah Sullivan, Kenneth Edwards,
Roger & Gail Cole, Joyce Napikosi, Rebecca Kneelend, Dave Carranci, Vaughn & Eileen Leonard, David
Naugle
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Music for November 20, 2022
Prelude: “Now Pray We to the Holy Spirit” by Dietrich Buxtetude (1685-1707)
Postlude: “Nun Danket Alle Gott” by Siegfrid Karg-Elert (1877-1933)
Anthem: “I Wonder as I Wander” by John Jacob Niles (1892-1980)
Today’s Music: “I Wonder as I Wander” is an Appalachian folk tune transcribed by John Jacob Niles (18921980) from fragments of melody he heard sung by a young girl while he was traveling through North Carolina
in 1933. Niles later used the fragment of the melody to create his now well-known song and published it in
Songs of the Hill Folk in 1934.

WEEKLY SCHEDULE (excluding holidays)
,MONDAYS – THURSDAYS 9 AM - 3 PM General Office Hours - Main Offices @ Bethel
SUNDAYS
8 AM Worship in the Nave – Bethel
8:45 AM Worship in the Nave – Zion
9:30 AM Sunday School – Bethel, Voosen Hall with Ms. Kate!
10:30 AM Worship in the Nave – Bethel
TUESDAYS
2:30-4 PM Pastoral Public Office Hours – Auburn Starbucks
7 PM Adult Forum via ZOOM (see email E-Updater for weekly link info)
.

WEDNESDAYS
NOON Grace Café - Zion
5:30 PM Worship in the Nave – Bethel
THURSDAYS
2:30-4 PM Pastoral Public Office Hours - The Bean Counter, Grove Street, Worcester
6:30 PM Choir Rehearsal – Bethel choir room
7 PM Confirmation, 2nd Week @ Emanuel-Worcester, 4th Week at Bethel

pg. 7

Yoked Communities of faith & service
MISSION STATEMENT
"To boldly share God's Love and Grace universally in and through our communities."
VISION STATEMENT
Modeling the welcoming nature of God, we are humbly called and driven by the Spirit to witness, engage and
walk with each other authentically, as Jesus’ hands and feet, providing spiritual,
emotional and physical nourishment.
Through evolving partnerships with ecumenical and other social service organizations we affirm justice and
wholeness under the “agency of Grace” that feed the needs and hope of all.

The Rev. Andrew H. Borden, Pastor
pastor_andrew.b@verizon.net

Ann Spinner, Parish Administrator
bethelauburn@verizon.net
Main Office: 508-832-3427

Kate Valleli – Christian Education Coordinator
Shannon Papandrea, Sexton
Garret Peters - Treasurer
Tom Houston – Licensed Lay Minister
Louisa Klaven, AIM – Licensed Lay Minister
Randy Bloom, – Minister of Music Lois Toeppner, Deacon – Minister of Music Emeritus
Co-Council
President – Joan Parker (B)
Co-Vice-Presidents – Jennifer Courtney (Z), Dave Valleli (B)
Council – Cheyenne Courtney (Z), Preston Sturdevant (B), Ruth Thompson (B), Jessica Caminero (B), Theresa Toombs (Z),
Dana Boilard (Z), Bev Sampson (B) , Roberta Briggs (B), Don Leombruno (Z), Heather Connors (B),
Leanne Carraher (B), Marie Sturdevant (B), Adam Hanks (B)

Worcester Campus

- Zion Lutheran

41 Whitmarsh Avenue, 01606
The-Community-of-Zion-Lutheran-Worcester.org
Financial Secretaries – Ann Spinner/Kate Valleli

Auburn Campus

- Bethel Lutheran

90 Bryn Mawr Avenue, 01501
BethelAuburnELCA.org
Bell Director – Adam Hanks
Financial Secretary – Russell Harris

RECONCILING IN CHRIST
Wednesdays, Zion Lutheran @ Noon
Free Meals, those 50+
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