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NEWSLETTER NOVEMBER 2022                              TIME  SENSITIVE 

 

                                PLEASE DO NOT DELAY 

 
 

Our lives are formed by Word and 

Sacrament, and we gather as the beloved 

children of God around the means of grace 

where our lives are in Christ. 
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Pastor’s Column  

HAPPY NEW 
YEAR! 
Yes, that’s right, when we’re talking about 
the LITURGICAL church year! 

The last month of the church calendar, 
falling in November, brings us through both 
ALL SAINTS and CHRIST THE KING. The 
first, remembering followers of Jesus’ WAY 
who have gone before us and influenced our 
lives. The second, focusing upon Jesus as 
the Messiah whose kingship is not what the 
world expected but is what humanity 
needed: the preeminent example of 
selflessness and Grace. And then we roll 
back to the beginning of the New Testament 
story with ADVENT 1 and a new year; 
considering the Annunciation, those 
ramifications for Mary and Joseph’s lives, 
and our own, with the coming Virgin Birth 
and Incarnation. 

A lot of church-time in a short-period! 

The Spirit leads revelation continually for all 
of us, it’s just that many-times we aren’t 
tuned-in to benefit from that stream of help. 
So, as we move rapidly towards these 
coming days of church-cycle, much 
connected with our faith and history await us 
for our help and well-being. Are we ready? 

For instance, the busy-ness of life can 
contribute to our forgetting those wonderful 
examples of family and other people whose 
positive influence has made us who we are 
through their witness, but who have now 
passed away. ALL SAINTS provides us 
space to remember them and consider all 
the saints presently living who are here for 
us, and all other saints who have helped 
over the eons, so that we can give proper 
thanks to God for the Spirit’s work in and 

through them from all time and presently: 
God FOR us, never against us! 

What do we expect in life? What influences 
do we accept and how do they change us, 
for better or worse? The Hebrew people 
expected a leader, a kingly-type of warlord, 
who would allow them to exercise retribution 
for their oppression. Yet, that is not what 
Jesus was all about; that is not what God is 
all about! 

CHRIST THE KING helps us see God and 
the world through the eyes of faith which are 
not the eyes of this world. And that’s a huge 
difference, and what makes for 
disagreements within our society, globally, 
when some people are tuned into the Grace 
and Mercy that are God, and many aren’t. 

Then ADVENT 1 turns the tide as we go 
back to the beginning of Jesus-time to 
hopefully increase our appreciation fort the 
Divine breaking into the world through the 
person of Jesus in the manger within the 
grotto at Bethlehem; by the way, that 
location now commemorated by the Church 
of the Holy Sepulcher built directly over the 
spot under the direction of Empress Helen 
Augustus, Emperor Constantine’ mother, 
who searched out the place during her 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land somewhere 
about 325 CE. 

I am looking forward to our journey together 
in the coming weeks, I hope that you are as 
well! 

Come, let us bathe in the light of Christ and 
leading of the Spirit as God seeks our 
wholeness! 

In Christ ☩, 

Pastor Andrew 
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PRAYER LIST 
Karen Carlson - Liesl Voosen Fields – Bill Lewis - 

Eric Lewis –Jim Mooney – Bob Ekstrand – Greg & 

Sandy Linberg - Helen & Steve Trilligan – Sandy 

Erickson - Gordon Dubois - Lindsey Dawes - Steve 

& Carron Mentzer – Debra Lindberg – Andy – Bill 

& Holly Erven - Julianna Bagdigian - Miriam Bove 

- Jackie Bryley - Glenna Brownell – Pastor Doug 

Behm – Tom Toeppner – Vaughn & Eileen 

Leonard - Bev Charbonneau - Carole Ann 

Costello - William Donague - Eleanor Bigwood - 

Karen Gillies - Cheryl & Jeremy Jobe - Rose 

Marie Bogigian – Douglas - William R - Doris 

Ann French - Paula Collins - Nina Gould - 

Savannah Sullivan - Shona & Kenneth Edwards 

- Roger & Gail Cole - Joyce Napikosi - Rebecca 

Kneelend - Dave Carranci 

 

 

 

Pearl Wheeler 

Jackie & Vinny Walsh 

Betty Stough 

Jackie & Vinny Walsh 
 
 

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
 

 

Bethel 
Steve & Glenna Van Dyke - 11/05 
Katherine & Brad Lehman - 11/11 
Gary & Kathy Townsend - 11/11  

Jill & Doug Ducat - 11/18 

 

Zion 
Lisa & Mark Fountaine – 11/10 
Horace & Ruth Ames – 11/19 
Leo & Joyce Messier – 11/22 

 

 
NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

 

Zion 
Pam McGovern – 11/02 
Ginger Carlson – 11/10 

Erin Ames – 11/11 
Ann Spinner 11/12 

Carolyn Nelson 11/14 
Olivia Berglund 11/15 

Ingrid Lawrence – 11/16 
Kenneth Henderson – 11/18 

Amy Costello – 11/29 

 
Bethel  

Lisa Ferreira - 11/04 
Jen Rapoza - 11/04 

Judy Hodgerney - 11/07 
Gary Townsend - 11/07 

John Rapoza - 11/07 
Marie Sturdevant - 11/09 

Miriam Bove - 11/09 
Katherine Lehman - 11/09 
Jane Jakusik Hurd - 11/12 

Alyssa Wright - 11/20 
Naomi Bylund - 11/26 
Garret Peters - 11/26 

Bethann Valentine - 11/27 
Joan Parker - 11/28 
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Emergency Water available before Rain 
Barrel is retired for the Winter. 

 

Dear Friends, 
 

Another successful Community Garden, 
2022, is behind us. Dave and I cleared the 
beds of the plants but left the marigolds until 
they stop blooming. All the remaining 
tomatoes, green and a few orange, were 
placed in the Narthex with a box of zip lock 
bags. I wrote " Help Yourselves" on some of 
the pictures and the Calendar. Some folks 
like to make relish with green tomatoes. The 
red trellises are in the closet with the chairs 
and tables. We hope to place them and the 
chicken wire enclosures in the shed. 
 

All in all I believe there were five deliveries 
to AYFS, three to Veterans, Inc. and at least 
two to our Afghan friends (thank you Pastor 
for delivering to the family).  
 

There is a little more work which we will get 
to. “Emergency water” (not drinking water) 
ahead of winter storms is available before 
the Rain Barrel is put away for the winter. 
Here’s a great resource researched by 
Heather Connors for filling 5 gallon jugs with 
it to flush toilets or wash cars or windows at 
home, please help us drain this precious 
water off as part of our “Are You Ready” 
focus as we help steward our available 
resources.  
 

https://www.amazon.com/Bottles-Pressure-

Drinking-Fountain-

Coolers/dp/B07KVDGDTN/ref=sr_1_18_sspa?c

rid=16GAA8QAD3QRR&keywords=5+gallon+

water+dispenser&qid=1664835364&qu=eyJxc2

MiOiI2LjA4IiwicXNhIjoiNS41MyIsInFzcCI6Ij

UuMDEifQ%3D%3D&sprefix=5+ga%2Caps%2

C79&sr=8-18-

spons&psc=1&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGl

maWVyPUFJTEVKSFhaRlBGWlQmZW5jcnlw

dGVkSWQ9QTA2NDIwMzMxT01BMkg0U04

3WDk4JmVuY3J5cHRlZEFkSWQ9QTAzNzA

wMjkySjdZNk1WNENFQlZPJndpZGdldE5hb

WU9c3BfbXRmJmFjdGlvbj1jbGlja1JlZGlyZW

N0JmRvTm90TG9nQ2xpY2s9dHJ1ZQ== 

We'll treat and replenish the soil in the first 
two beds in the Spring. They produced 
some nice squash, a few bush beans and 
some cherry tomatoes but there was a mold 
problem. We followed Dave and Kate 
Valelli’s suggestions on the soil problems. 
Also, we planted too many marigolds which 
used up nutrients. Ooops. The two new 
beds did great! Happy plants, lots of 
produce. Not as many marigolds! 
 

Dave and I are proud and privileged to work 
as part of this great Team. I look forward to 
next year's Garden and the ongoing "Are 
You Ready" program. Lots to think about. 
Thank you, all. 
 

Peace and Love, 
Dave and Pam 

 

“Good Neighbor” 

Support Team 

donations to help 

our Afghanistan 

Family 
A GENEROUS GRACE DONOR HAS 

GIVEN AN INITIAL $10,000 TO THE 

ACCOUNT ESTABLISHED THROUGH 

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN FOR SUPPORT 

OF THE FAMILY. 

THE SAME DONOR WILL GIVE ANOTHER 

$10,000 BUT IT MUST BE MATCHED 1-1! 
 

PLEASE MAKE OUT CHECKS TO 

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN, MEMO LINE > 

Afghanistan Refugee Family 
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The weather was BEAUTIFUL on Sunday, 
October 9th when Minister Tom, his wife, 
Laurie, and I made our way to Northampton 
to attend worship and provide the meal for 
our sisters and brothers! 

Miss Kate and our Sunday School created a 
load of sandwiches and brownies as take-
away sustenance for the homeless 
population after receiving their hot meal of 
shepherd’s pie (both standard and 
vegetarian version) after worship, 
generously supplied through our 
congregations. 

THANK YOU for everyone’s prayers and 
support of this ministry, led by The Rev. 
Stephanie Smith of our New England Synod, 
and grand-daughter to Eina Bischoff who 
attends our Worcester campus at Zion! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Each Wednesday noon we serve a meal 
through Elder Services of Worcester at Zion! 

 

Call the main office each week by 11 AM 
Mondays to register for a tasty/nutritious 

meal and some great social time! 
 

Meals are FREE to anyone 50+, with a 
suggested donation of $2.50/person. 
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SPECIAL 
CONGREGATIONAL 

MEETING – ZION 

All Saints Sunday, 
November 6

th
 

 

Immediately following worship, a 15-minute 
special meeting will be held in the sanctuary 
to vote upon sale of the Worcester property 
to the non-profit (non-city) Worcester 
Community Housing Resources.  

The Executive Director and Development 
Director from WCHR will be present to 
answer any questions.  

Briefly recapping details: Zion will continue 
on the premises (total control of sanctuary, 
chapel and sacristies) with NO rental costs 
or utilities for perpetuity, but WCHR will 
upgrade the building while their ownership 
opens up new sources of funding to help the 
homeless family apartments get built and 
online faster, plus they plan on redeveloping 
the lower halls kitchen to provide food 
preparation classes in helping to encourage 
healthier eating amongst their clients, and 
the parsonage can continue to be home to 
refugee family-clients going forward.  

 

ZION IS NOT CLOSING – MISSION AND 
VENTURE WITH BETHEL AS GRACE 
STRENGTHENS 

 

Fall Clean Up at Bethel 
The Property Committee will be having a 

Fall Clean-up day on Saturday November 5th 
at 10am.  Bring your rake! 

 

 
 

LOOKING FOR A GROUP OF 

LUTHERANS TO MEET WITH 

AND SHARE SOME 

EXPERIENCES AND HAVE FUN? 
 

AS A SHARED MINISTRY WITH 
BETHEL/ZION, WHY NOT GIVE ONE OF THE 

FOLLOWING A TRY? 
 

 

MEN’S GROUP 
Tuesday, November 8th. These dinners are open 
to anyone who would like to get together and 
socialize for an hour or 2.  We meet on the 2nd 
Tuesday of the month at 6 pm in Voosen hall.  
Dinners are $12.00.  A sign-up sheet is in the 
Narthex so we have a general head count. 
 

WOMEN’S: DOLs 
(Dine Out Ladies) 

The DineOut Ladies are going for 1:00 lunch to 
The Boynton, 117 Highland St., Worcester, on 
Tuesday, November 8.  Signup sheet in Bethel’s 
narthex or call Leanne Carraher at (508) 335-
6321 no later than Sunday, November 6, if you 
plan to go.  Carpooling at 12:30 from Bethel’s 
parking lot or meet us there.  Please indicate on 
the signup sheet whether or not you plan to 
carpool. 
 

“BOOKIES” Book Club 
Next meeting:   Monday November 28th, 2pm in 
the Chapel.   The book for discussion is "A 
Spool of Blue Thread" a novel by Anne 
Tyler.   Her 20th novel writes 
proudly about domesticity and 
focuses on the relationships 
between various members of a 
Baltimore family.   It has a cozy 
mildness & comfort of sinking 
into a warm-hearted, gently wry 
book.   358 pages 
 
Note:  Bookies will not be meeting in December 

 

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=pictures+of+victorian+woman+reading+a+book&qpvt=pictures+of+victorian+woman+reading+a+book&FORM=IQFRML#view=detail&id=BD35947E23DF8334F989C332C474E733C85038B5&selectedIndex=4
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Praise the Lord! 

    O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever. 

- Psalm 106:1  (NRSVUE) - 
 

We are in the midst of changing seasons as we 
prepare to move not only from fall into winter, but 
also prepare to enter into a new liturgical year which 
begins on November 28th, the first Sunday of Advent.  
It’s hard to believe another year is almost behind us 
as we prepare for the holiday season.. Let us pause 
in this busy time and give thanks for our many 
blessings from God.  May we be open to where the 
Spirit is leading us as we prepare to enter a new 
season and new beginnings.  

Our Social Ministry Team will be hosting a spaghetti 
and meatball dinner at Bethel early evening on 
Saturday November 19th.  This dinner, which is 
being sponsored with seed money from Thrivent 
Financial is for the benefit of the Good Neighbor 
Neighborhood Support Team for our Afghan family. 
This is a free-will offering dinner. There will also be a 
take-out dinner option and we ask that reservations 
be made for both in person and take-out ahead of 
this event.  More details along with a sign-up sheet 
will be forthcoming. Our family is approaching the 
one year mark of our support and moving closer to 
full independence. They have come a long way and 
are very grateful for all the help our NST has 
provided. Let us remember where this family came 
from; a war-torn country where their lives were in 
immediate danger after the withdrawal of American 
troops in Afghanistan in 2021.  Our family left behind 
the world they were familiar with, and crossed into a 
place where the culture and language were so 
different from their own. To make this transition 
required great courage on their part, as well as 
support from a community of people who cared and 
modeled the true meaning of love, grace and mercy 
to a neighbor in need.  Please come and join in this 
special event as we show our support of this family 
and enjoy an evening of fellowship. 

On October 2nd, members of our Grace Ministries 
Team joined in the 2022 Walk to End Alzheimer’s.  
Our team raised $300 which exceeded this year’s 
goal of $200. 

In keeping with our tradition of November being the 
month to support our veterans, we will be doing a 
food gathering for Thanksgiving.  We will accept your 
donations of turkeys and fixings on the Sunday 
before Thanksgiving.  Our collection will be delivered 
to Veteran’s Inc. in Worcester following the 10:30 
worship service that day.  Let us remember:                                                
“They were there when we needed them... 
We must be there now that they need us.” 
 
At our October meeting, our Social Ministry team  
voted to send $500 to ELCA Disaster Relief in 
response to the devastation in the wake of hurricane 
Ian.  If you wish to help and make a donation, you 
may visit the ELCA website, where you may target 
your donation to Hurricane Response, or to any one 
of the other areas where ELCA is responding.:                                             
https://www.elca.org/our-work/relief-and-
development/lutheran-disaster-response                     

Looking ahead, our next host week for IHN (In the 
Hour of Need Family Shelter), will be November 13 – 
19. More details will follow. 

Please continue to keep our ministry, the people we 
serve, and the agencies and organizations we 
support in your prayers. As always, if you are aware 
of a need within our congregations of Grace 
Ministries, or in the community, please bring it to 
the attention of Pastor Andrew or one of our Social 
Ministry team members. We always welcome your 
ideas and are grateful for your generous support. 

 

https://www.elca.org/our-work/relief-and-development/lutheran-disaster-response
https://www.elca.org/our-work/relief-and-development/lutheran-disaster-response
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I’m a Lutheran: Cheryl Sandrock 
By Megan Brandsrud   October 21, 2022 

 

Amy Simkus Photography 

St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church, Oak Harbor, Ohio 
Elementary general music teacher 

Attending church with my mom and grandparents is one of my earliest memories. My 
grandmother would hold me on her lap and rock me during the church service. Today I still hold this 
memory close to my heart, as I always felt safe and loved in her arms. One of my favorite memories 
is learning guitar under the guidance of Mary Windisch. I learned and heard God’s word in a new way 
and found a way to spread God’s word using a guitar. 

Many people from my church have supported me through good times. When I got married, 
members helped with every part of the wedding, from planning to decorating to music. I’ve received 
notes, messages and handcrafted gifts from youth that I have placed around my home. In difficult 
times, they have listened, stayed with me and prayed. Some of my journey has been difficult in my 
family and even within the church. In the past five years I’ve learned about my enabling self, and it 
has taken honest conversations from these same brothers and sisters so that God could continue his 
work through me. 

My church community is where I can grow in my faith, feel supported and be honest with who I am 
as a child of God. I’m so thankful that God is so gracious to me. 

I’m in my 34th year of being an elementary general music teacher. My interest in music started 
when I began piano lessons in second grade. I was in many music groups and classes throughout my 
academic years and knew by seventh grade that I wanted to be a music teacher. I found joy when I 
was making music and wanted others to experience that joy. I like watching children light up when 
they sing, play an instrument or dance. The joy on their faces when they understand what you are 
teaching is priceless. I get to watch children grow. 

Deciding how to spend my free time is something I’ve had to learn because usually I fill it up with 
something to do. I’ve had to learn to take sabbath days. My sabbath time is sitting outside, watching 
and listening to God’s creative work. It’s using my hands in my garden at home and in the community 
garden at church, and having coffee with my husband, family and friends. 

I pray for many things. I have to keep lists and have learned from a dear friend, Sandy, to stop and 
pray the moment I’m asked by someone for prayer. I pray that God grants me wisdom on this life 
journey. Sometimes words escape me and prayer comes in the form of silence, tears or singing 
worship songs. I believe God knows the prayer even before it’s prayed. 

Stories of the transformation of people give me hope. So do children who sing and move from 
their heart, and colleagues who are positive during times of trial. I know through God’s grace that he 
isn’t done with me yet, and I’m being transformed daily. 

https://www.livinglutheran.org/author/megan-brandsrud/
http://www.oakharborchurch.com/
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I only exist because of God’s grace. Grace is an action. It’s a gift and given when not expected. It’s 
the greatest commandment: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and 
with all your mind. … Love your neighbor as yourself” (Matthew 22:37-39). 

I’m a Lutheran because God placed me here. I believe we are created for God’s purpose alone and 
are called to serve and bring others to Christ. I truly believe that it’s by God’s grace that we are saved 
through the love of his son, Jesus Christ. 

I’ve witnessed God in my family through many medical miracles that go unexplained. I’ve witnessed 
God through the transformation of my role at church, as God guided me into a different role that has 
brought me abundant joy. One of the most prominent times I witnessed God’s presence was at a Via 
De Cristo weekend—a retreat designed to strengthen and renew the faith of Christians. Through this 
intense weekend, God spoke to me. His grace washed over me, and I’d never felt as close to God as 
I did then. It taught me that God is everywhere, just waiting to embrace his children. I’m more attuned 
to God’s presence in every time and place, especially in silence. This is a new gift. 

“You can plant a seed, nourish it and watch it grow into something beautiful and resilient. You can be 
a servant of Christ anywhere in the world.” 

I’ve attended St. John most of my life. When I moved for college, I would “visit” on Christmas, but I 
wasn’t really attending any church during that time in life. I reconnected with St. John as I prepared 
for my marriage in 1994 to my husband, Jim. Through our pre-marital counseling, I felt like I was 
home again. 

Throughout my years at St. John, I’ve served as a council member, assisting minister, youth choir 
director, keyboardist/singer for our praise band and on a communion rotation team for our 
homebound members. I currently teach seventh- and eighth-grade catechism, facilitate the Prayers, 
Bible and Jesus group and an adult Bible study, and teach guitar to youth and adults in our 
congregation and community. I believe God called me to serve, and it’s a small token I can give back 
for what has been given to me. It has brought me joy to serve, and I hope in return others will see 
serving as a gift from God to bring others to Christ. 

You can plant a seed, nourish it and watch it grow into something beautiful and resilient. You can 
be a servant of Christ anywhere in the world. I pray for my students and try to model a life in Christ. 
When students ask, I tell them about my belief and faith in God. I believe young children are very 
perceptive. Christ knows when it comes from your heart, and many lives are transformed just by 
showing you care. 

One favorite Bible story I resonate with is John 8:1-11. I’ve been on both sides of this story as I 
have, at times, been the accuser and also the woman who stands at the mercy of the accuser. Jesus 
reminds us that we’ve all sinned, and he shows us love, not condemnation, for our sin. He reminds us 
to repent and sin no more. Another passage that has reverberated most of my life is Galatians 5:22-
23. God is calling us to cultivate a life that abides in the fruit of the Spirit with love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. These verses challenge me, 
and I know that I have to work at these qualities. 
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  Yoked Communities of faith & service 
MISSION STATEMENT 

"To boldly share God's Love and Grace universally in and through our communities." 
 
 

VISION STATEMENT 
Modeling the welcoming nature of God, we are humbly called and driven by the Spirit to witness, engage and 

walk with each other authentically, as Jesus’ hands and feet, providing spiritual,  
emotional and physical nourishment. 

 

Through evolving partnerships with ecumenical and other social service organizations we affirm justice and 
wholeness under the “agency of Grace” that feed the needs and hope of all. 

The Rev. Andrew H. Borden, Pastor 
pastor_andrew.b@verizon.net 

 

Ann Spinner, Parish Administrator  

bethelauburn@verizon.net 
Main Office: 508-832-3427 

 

Kate Valleli – Christian Education Coordinator 
 

                                        Shannon Papandrea - Sexton                           Garret Peters - Treasurer 
 

                              Tom Houston – Licensed Lay Minister      Louisa Klaven, AIM – Licensed Lay Minister   

                            Randy Bloom – Minister of Music          Lois Toeppner, Deacon – Minister of Music Emeritus 
 

 

Co-Council 
 

President – Joan Parker (B)      Co-Vice-Presidents – Jennifer Courtney (Z), Dave Valleli (B) 
                             

Council – Cheyenne Courtney (Z), Preston Sturdevant (B), Ruth Thompson (B), Jessica Caminero (B), Theresa Toombs (Z) 
Dana Boilard (Z), Bev Sampson (B), Roberta Briggs (B), Don Leombruno (Z), Heather Connors (B) 

Leanne Carraher (B), Marie Sturdevant (B), Adam Hanks (B) 
 

 

Worcester Campus - Zion Lutheran   Auburn Campus - Bethel Lutheran 
                                              41 Whitmarsh Avenue, 01606                           90 Bryn Mawr Avenue, 01501                                                        

                           The-Community-of-Zion-Lutheran-Worcester.org                BethelAuburnELCA.org 
 

                                                                                                                           Bell Director – Adam Hanks 
                             Financial Secretaries – Ann Spinner/Kate Valleli        Financial Secretary – Russell Harris 
 

                                  
 

        RECONCILING IN CHRIST                       

                                                                                      Wednesdays, Zion Lutheran @ Noon 
                                                                                      Free Meals, those 50+  

                        

mailto:bethelauburn@verizon.net

