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Yoked communities of faith and service 
   

Love is spoken here! Be the living Eucharist! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The Eighth Sunday after Trinity 
 

August 7th, 2022 
 
 
 

8:45 AM Zion 
10:15 AM Bethel 
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All are welcome here! 
These churches and altars belong to God, and not to us. All people are welcome to participate in every aspect 
of our worship, including our open table for the Eucharist. We are honored by your presence this day and hope 
you find peace and refreshment as we celebrate the extravagant love of God, as followers of the Way of Jesus. 

There is a place for you, here! 
 

The Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us in community as people of the Way. 

PRELUDE                                                                           
  

The congregation stands 
 

GREETING            In the name of the ☩ Father; and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
\ 

 

GATHERING HYMN                                               Thy Word                                     see music & text on page 7 
 

PRAYER OF APPROACH           The Lord be with you. And also with you! 
 

Let us pray; Almighty Lord and everlasting God, we beseech You to direct, sanctify and govern both our 
hearts and bodies in the ways and the works of Your commandments; that through Your most mighty 
protection, both here and ever, we may be preserved in body and soul; through our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ, who is alive and reigns with You, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen!  
 
 

The congregation is seated 

The Liturgy of the Word 
God speaks to us in poetry, creative writing, scripture, preaching & song. 

                               

A READING FROM CHRISTIAN SCRIPTURE: Hebrew 11;1-3, 8-16                                              NRSVUE* 
Abraham and Sarah exemplify the vision of faith that people of God enact in every age. Their hope and trust in 
God’s promise allowed them to face an unknown future and to receive the promise of God. 

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 2 Indeed, by faith our 
ancestors received approval. 3 By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so 
that what is seen was made from things that are not visible.  

8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to receive as an inheritance, 
and he set out, not knowing where he was going. 9 By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been 
promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same 
promise. 10 For he looked forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 11 By 
faith, with Sarah’s involvement, he received power of procreation, even though he was too old, because he 
considered him faithful who had promised. 12 Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead, 
descendants were born, “as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the 
seashore.” 
13 All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance they saw and greeted 
them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the earth, 14 for people who speak in this way 
make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 15 If they had been thinking of the land that they had left 
behind, they would have had opportunity to return. 16 But as it is, they desire a better homeland, that is, a 
heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them. 

Response   Let everyone listen to what the Spirit is saying: Word of God, Word of Life! Thanks be to God! 
 

PSALM 33:12-22                                       read responsively 
 

12 Happy is the nation whose God is the LORD, the people whom [have been] chosen as [a Godly] heritage. 
13 The LORD looks down from heaven [and] sees all humankind. 
14 From where [God] sits enthroned [God] watches all the inhabitants of the earth— 
15 [God] who fashions the hearts of them all and observes all their deeds. 
16 A king is not saved by his great army; a warrior is not delivered by his great strength. 
17 The war horse is a vain hope for victory, and by its great might it cannot save. 
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18 Truly the eye of the LORD is on [all who hold our God in awe], on those who hope in [God’s] steadfast love, 
19 to deliver their soul from [hopelessness] and to keep them alive in [lean times]. 
20 Our soul waits for the LORD [who] is our help and shield. 
21 Our heart is glad in [the Lord] because we trust [God’s] holy name. 
22 Let Your steadfast love, O LORD, be upon us, even as we hope in You. 
 
 

The assembly stands to welcome the resurrected and ascended Christ! 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                                                               ELW pg. 205a                              
 

Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open wide your saving word. 
Let it burn like a fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred. 

Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the Good News that you bring.  

 
 
 

Preface   Hear the Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ!  Glory to you, O Lord! 
 
 

A READING FROM THE HOLY GOSPEL: Luke 12:33-39                                                                    NRSVUE*              
 

33 Sell your possessions and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure 
in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there your heart will 
be also. 
35 “Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36 be like those who are waiting for their master to return from 
the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon as he comes and knocks. 37 Blessed are 
those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them 
sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them. 38 If he comes during the middle of the night or near dawn 
and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. 
39 “But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have let 
his house be broken into. 

Response   The Gospel of our Lord! Praise to you, O Christ! 

COLLECT                    
Let us pray; Lord God, Your Son left the riches of heaven and became poor for our sake: when we prosper 
save us from pride, when we are needy save us from despair, that we may trust in You alone; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen! 
 

The congregation is seated 
 
 

MESSAGE                                                                                                                       Pastor Andrew 
 

The congregation stands 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                                      Lord, Thy Word abideth                        see music & text on page 8 
 

The congregation is seated 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 

We proclaim the church’s faith in Jesus Christ. 
We believe and declare that our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is both divine and human. 

God, of the being of the Father, the only Son from before time began; human from the being of his mother, 
born in the world; 

fully God and fully human; human in both mind and body. 
As God he is equal to the Father, as human he is less than the Father. 

Although he is both divine and human, he is not two beings but one Christ. 
One, not by turning God into flesh, but by taking humanity into God; 

truly one, not by mixing humanity with Godhead, but by being one person. 
For as mind and body form one human being so the one Christ is both divine and human. 

The Word became flesh and lived among us; we have seen his glory, the glory of the only 
Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                   
 

Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer. 

A brief silence. 
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Let Your lovingkindness be upon Your church. Fill all who proclaim the gospel with Your Spirit. Equip Your 
flock to speak Your word of promise and hope in the midst of fear and uncertainty. Merciful God, 

Holy One, receive our prayer. 
Let Your lovingkindness be upon Your creation. Dwell among us and sustain our earthly home. In places of 
famine, provide nourishment. In places of plenty, fashion us to be good stewards of Your bounty. Merciful God, 

Holy One, receive our prayer. 
Let Your lovingkindness be upon Your world. Be our helper and our shield in places torn by strife and violence 
(especially in Ukraine). Raise up courageous leaders to govern with compassion and justice. Merciful God, 

Holy One, receive our prayer. 
Let Your lovingkindness be upon Your children. Look upon all who wait for Your steadfast love. Console those 
who grieve and embrace those who cry out to You (especially). Help us to trust Your promise and not be 
afraid. Merciful God, 

Holy One, receive our prayer. 
Let Your lovingkindness be upon our communities of faith. Fashion our hearts to strive for the way of peace. 
Strengthen the outreach ministries of Grace Ministries and all who care for those in need. Merciful God, 

Holy One, receive our prayer. 
With thanksgiving we remember all who have died in faith and now rest in You (especially this week we 
remember Beverly Ducat and Pr. Ken Bean). As they placed their hope in You, so strengthen us to trust in 
Your promise of new life. Merciful God, 

Holy One, receive our prayer. 
Receive the prayers of Your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in Your steadfast love; through Jesus 
Christ, our holy Wisdom. Amen. 
 
 

The congregation stands 

 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love endures forever. Amen. 

God our Father, we come to You in sorrow for our sins. 
 

Silence for reflection 

For turning away from You, and ignoring Your will for our lives; Father, forgive us: 
save us and help us. 

For behaving just as we wish, without thinking of You; Father, forgive us: 
save us and help us. 

For failing You by what we do, and think and say; Father, forgive us: 
save us and help us. 

For letting ourselves be drawn away from You by temptations in the world about us; Father, forgive us: 
save us and help us. 

For living as if we were ashamed to belong to Your Son; Father, forgive us: 
save us and help us. 
 

Hear the good news! God does not deal with us according to our sins but delights in granting pardon and 
mercy. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven. We are free to love as God loves. Amen. 

 

THE PEACE                                        Let us greet our sisters and brothers in the name of Christ! 
 

We are all one in Christ Jesus. We belong to him through faith, heirs of the promise of the Spirit of peace! 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you! 

 
 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
God feeds us with the risen Christ’s presence! 

 
 

PREPARATION OF THE TABLE 

Wise and gracious God, You spread a table before us; nourish Your people with the word of life and the bread 
of heaven. Amen. 

LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 

The Lord be with you! And also with you!        Open up your hearts! We open them up to the Lord! 

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God! It is right to give God thanks and praise! 
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Father, we give You thanks and praise through Your beloved Son Jesus Christ, Your living Word, through 
whom You have created all things; who was sent by You in Your great goodness to be our Savior. By the 
power of the Holy Spirit, he took flesh; as Your Son, born of the blessed Virgin, he lived on earth and went 
about among us; he opened wide his arms for us on the cross; he put an end to death by dying for us; and 
revealed the resurrection by rising to new life; so he fulfilled Your will and won for You a holy people. 
Therefore, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we proclaim Your great and 
glorious name, forever praising you and singing: 

SANCTUS                         Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,                            ELW pg. 207 
 

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. 
 

Lord, You are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; grant that by the power of Your Holy Spirit, and according 
to Your holy will, these gifts of bread and wine may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; who, 
in the same night that he was betrayed, took bread and gave You thanks; ☩ he broke it and gave it to his 
disciples, saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me. In the same 
way, after supper he took the cup and gave You thanks; he gave it to them, saying: Drink this, all of you; this is 
my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often 
as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

Great is the mystery of faith. Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, his perfect sacrifice made to save us from ourselves and 
the threat of evil intent; rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, and looking for his coming 
in glory, we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. As we offer You this our sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving, we bring before You this bread and this cup and we thank you for counting us worthy to stand in 
Your presence and serve You. 

Send the Holy Spirit on Your people and gather into one in your kingdom all who share this one bread and one 
cup, so that we, in the company of all the saints, may praise and glorify You forever, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord; by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory be Yours, 
almighty Father, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
Yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The bread which we break is a sharing of the body of Christ. 

We being many are one body, for we all share in the one bread. 
Jesus Christ is the Lamb of God, who has taken away the sins of the world. Happy are all called to his supper. 

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word and I shall be healed. 
Behold who you are! Become what you receive! Thanks be to God! 

 

The congregation is seated 
 
 

AGNUS DEI (Lamb of God)                                                                                                                 ELW pg. 208 
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; you suffered death our lives to save:  

have mercy now, we pray. 
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; you set us free from guilt and grace:  

have mercy now, we pray.  
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; eternal peace with God you made:  

give us your peace, we pray. 
THE EUCHARIST 
      

Communion kits w/wafer & grape juice are our method of receiving the Eucharist from the silver trays 
A gluten-free alternative is available from the Assisting Minister. 

Believing in the real presence of Christ, Grace Ministries practices open-table, Eucharistic hospitality.  
All people , baptized or not, are welcomed to The Meal. 

Those who do not wish to commune may come forward for a blessing signified by crossed arms. 
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COMMUNION HYMN                   ELW 488 
 
 

POST EUCHARISTIC PRAYER        
Let us pray; Strengthen for service, Lord, the hands that have taken holy things; may the ears which have 
heard Your Word be deaf to clamor and dispute; may the tongues which have sung Your praise be free 
from deceit; may the eyes which have seen the tokens of Your love shine with the light of hope; and may 
the bodies which have been fed with Your body be refreshed with the fullness of Your life; glory to You 
forever. Amen! 
 

Almighty God, we thank You for feeding us with the body and blood of Your Son, Jesus the Christ! 

Through him we offer You our souls and our bodies as a living sacrifice. Send us out in the power of 
your Spirit to live and work to Your praise and glory! Amen! 

The Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

The congregation stands 
 
 

BLESSING                              The God of peace, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless us, comfort us, and show us the path of life this day and always. Amen. 

 
 

SENDING HYMN                         Great is Thy faithfulness                                                    ELW 733               
 
     

DISMISSAL                           Go in peace. Love your neighbor. Thanks be to God! 
 

POSTLUDE                         
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com, Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #28372. CCLI copyright/streaming license #11574665, Prayer of Approach, Collects, Preparation of the Table, Affirmation of Faith, 
Liturgy of the Sacrament, Post Eucharistic Prayer per Common Worship, www.churchofengland.org, 

*Scripture translations are in the public domain and sourced through http://www.biblegateway.com 
 

IN OUR PRAYERS THIS DAY: Bob Ekstrand, Liesl Voosen Fields, Karleen Habin, Karen Carlson, David 
Toombs, David Naugle, Greg & Sandy Linberg, Bob MacMillan, Dottie Hultin, Steve & Helen Trilligan, Sandy 
Erickson, Gordon Dubois, Lindsey Dawes, Debra Lindberg, Sue McKewen, Steve and Carron Mentzer, Andy, 
Susan King, Bill Erven, Julianna Bagdigian, Nancy Hallstrom, Miriam Bove, Carolyn Skoglund, Jackie Briley, 
Glenna Brownell, Pr. Doug Behm 

Music for August 7, 2022 

Prelude: “Andante” by Alexander Schreiner (1901-1987) 

Postlude: “Trumpet Tune in D Major” by Henry Purcell (ca. 1658-1695) 

Today’s Music: The prelude this morning is from a collection of organ works by Alexander Schreiner (1901-
1987), long-time organist for the Mormon Tabernacle in Salt Lake City, UT.  Schreiner was heard weekly on 
“Music and the Spoken Word” from the Tabernacle, the longest running radio program in the United States 
beginning in 1929. The postlude is by English composer Henry Purcell (ca. 1658-1695).  Purcell composed for 
both the 17th century theater as well as Anglican worship. 

 
 

The congregation of Grace, with campuses in Worcester and Auburn, is a loving, yoked community of faith of 
about 175 active households. Our congregation includes families and singles, children and seniors, LGBTQ 
and straight people, with a diversity of ethnicities, interests and backgrounds. 
We come together to worship, support each other, to learn, to serve through many and various ways as Jesus’ 
hands, feet and heart with non-profits and ecumenical partners, and build fellowship and friendship. The 
congregation of Grace Ministries is a home for us. 
There is a place for you here, too! 
Zion and Bethel are houses of prayer and support for all through the Lutheran tradition. 
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WEEKLY SCHEDULE (excluding holidays) 
 
 
 

,MONDAYS – THURSDAYS 9 AM - 3 PM General Office Hours - Main Offices @ Bethel 
 
 

SUNDAYS 
 

8 AM Worship in the Nave - Bethel 
8:45 AM Worship in the Nave – Zion 

10:15 AM Worship in the Nave – Bethel 
 

TUESDAYS 
 

2:30-4 PM Pastoral Public Office Hours – Auburn Starbucks 
 
 

WEDNESDAYS 
 

NOON Grace Café - Zion 
5:30 PM Worship in the Nave – Bethel 

 
 

THURSDAYS 
 

2:30-4 PM Pastoral Public Office Hours - The Bean Counter, Grove Street, Worcester 
 

“Good Neighbor” Support Team donations to help 
our Afghanistan Family 

A GENEROUS GRACE DONOR HAS GIVEN AN INITIAL $10,000 TO THE ACCOUNT 
ESTABLISHED THROUGH BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN FOR SUPPORT OF THE FAMILY. 

THE SAME DONOR WILL GIVE ANOTHER $10,000  
BUT IT MUST BE MATCHED 1-1! 

 

PLEASE MAKE OUT CHECKS TO BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN, MEMO LINE > Afghanistan Refugee Family 
 

Food Insecure 
The Central MA Conference of the New England Synod of the ELCA will 

build meals to feed more than 18,000 to help reduce food insecurity within 
our communities. 

WHEN: Saturday, September 10th @ 1PM 
WHERE: Emanuel Lutheran Church, Worcester, MA 

RSVP/DONATE: emanuellutheran@aol.com or 508-756-6620 
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  Yoked Communities of faith & service   

MISSION STATEMENT 
"To boldly share God's Love and Grace universally in and through our communities." 

 
 

VISION STATEMENT 
Modeling the welcoming nature of God, we are humbly called and driven by the Spirit to witness, engage and 

walk with each other authentically, as Jesus’ hands and feet, providing spiritual,  
emotional and physical nourishment. 

 

Through evolving partnerships with ecumenical and other social service organizations we affirm justice and 
wholeness under the “agency of Grace” that feed the needs and hope of all. 

The Rev. Andrew H. Borden, Pastor 
pastor_andrew.b@verizon.net 

 

Ann Spinner, Parish Administrator  
bethelauburn@verizon.net 
Main Office: 508-832-3427 

 

Kate Valleli – Christian Education Coordinator 
 

                                        Shannon Papandrea, Sexton                           Garret Peters - Treasurer 
 

                              Tom Houston – Licensed Lay Minister      Louisa Klaven, AIM – Licensed Lay Minister   

Randy Bloom, – Minister of Music     Lois Toeppner, Deacon – Minister of Music Emeritus 
 

Co-Council 
 

President – Joan Parker (B)      Co-Vice-Presidents – Jennifer Courtney (Z), Dave Valleli (B) 
                             

Council – Cheyenne Courtney (Z), Preston Sturdevant (B), Ruth Thompson (B), Jessica Caminero (B), Theresa Toombs (Z),  
Dana Boilard (Z), Bev Sampson (B) , Roberta Briggs (B), Don Leombruno (Z), Heather Connors (B), 

Leanne Carraher (B), Marie Sturdevant (B), Adam Hanks (B) 
 
 

Worcester Campus - Zion Lutheran   Auburn Campus - Bethel Lutheran 
                                              41 Whitmarsh Avenue, 01606                           90 Bryn Mawr Avenue, 01501                                                        

                           The-Community-of-Zion-Lutheran-Worcester.org                BethelAuburnELCA.org 
 

                                                                                                                           Bell Director – Adam Hanks 
                             Financial Secretaries – Ann Spinner/Kate Valleli        Financial Secretary – Russell Harris 
 
 
 

                                     
 
 
 
 

        RECONCILING IN CHRIST                       

                                                                                      Wednesdays, Zion Lutheran @ Noon 
                                                                                      Free Meals, those 50+   

                        


