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NEWSLETTER JULY/AUGUST 2022                               TIME  SENSITIVE 

 

                                PLEASE DO NOT DELAY 

 
 

Our lives are formed by Word and 
Sacrament, and we gather as the beloved 

children of God around the means of grace 
where our lives are in Christ. 
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Pastor’s Column  - FREEDOM 

 

The gospel writing for July 4th weekend from 
our Revised Common Lectionary reports 
Jesus’ sending out of seventy disciples to 
preach the Good News that is a saving 
Grace for all who would listen, hear and take 
the message to heart. 

People had concerns in Jesus’ day just as 
we have in ours: we’re concerned in this 
country about robberies and shootings, 
there was concern about roving bands of 
robbers in the ancient days. The current 
financial climate is uncertain, in ancient 
Palestine and Judea the taxes from Rome, 
from King Herod and what the Temple 
asked kept cash flow down. And just as we 
have various contractors, financial 
institutions and businesses not always being 
fair in their rates with us, all that was taking 
place back-in-the-day, too. 

Every generation needs the Good News! 

Independence Day reminds us about the 
importance of freedom that has a cost. I 
know I am extremely thankful for those who 
have, and continue, to serve our nation, 
including many in my family. 

In the wider sense, every day is an 
independence-day through the unmitigated 
Grace and Mercy of God when a person 
accepts and lives into a relationship through 
faith: a believer comes to know the freedom 

of Divine blessing flowing from our Creator, 
Redeemer and Sustainer. And this freedom 
was paid for through blood, sweat and tears 
as our Lord died a terrible death at 
Golgotha, then rose from the dead, to prove 
that the power of God is greater that human 
comprehension: the Truth that is God rises 
above the secular and many-times chaotic 
movements of society to help be whole and 
hopeful.  

As we rightly remember and honor the 
sacrifices made for our nation, let us not 
forget the ultimate sacrifice made for all of 
humanity upon the cross, and make humble 
obeisance through our worship, praise and 
participation in the Sacrament of the Table 
that renews the soul. 

Every soul reverberates with freedom! Let 
us spread out and share the Good News as 
did the seventy so long ago. 

In Jesus’ name ☩, 

Pastor Andrew 

 
 

Doris Brick 
c/o Oakdale Nursing & Rehab. 
76 No. Main St., W. Boylston, MA 01583 
 
 
 

Ingrid Lawrence 
c/o Evergreen at Briarwood 
67R Briarwood Circle, Worcester, MA 01606 
 

Bob Ekstrand 
c/o Lifecare of Leominster 
270 West Main Street, Leominster, MA 01453 
 

Silvia Forgit 
c/o Goddard House 
1199 Main Street  
Worcester, MA 01603 
 

Roberta Henry 
c/o Lifecare of Leominster 
270 West Main Street, Leominster, MA 01453
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New England Synod Assembly – 2022 
On June 9 – 11, the New England Synod held its 
annual assembly at the DCU Center in Worcester, 
with the theme being “Collaborate – For Christ’s 
Sake.”  This year’s assembly, following two years 
held via zoom due to the pandemic, the ELCA 
churches from New England, together with special 
guests gathered in person observing Covid safety 
precautions.  Representing Grace Ministries as 
voting members were, Pastor Andrew and Karen 
Borden, Lois Toeppner, Barbara Merolli, Judy 
Sampson, and Marie Sturdevant.   

There have been many changes in recent years, 
especially in worship attendance, and available 
clergy to lead congregations, which has resulted in 
closure of some churches.  These changes have been 
ongoing and the pandemic has only accelerated 
these trends. This has necessitated a discernment as 
to where the Holy Spirit is leading us in these times. 
This year’s theme spoke to the many ways that the 
New England Synod has been addressing some of 
the changes and challenges facing our congregations 
and mission today.   

Three resolutions addressing reduction in 
greenhouse gas emissions, support for the right to 
boycott, and banning nondisclosure agreements 
were passed.  A fourth resolution, which addressed 
issues of racism and the formation of an intentional 
antiracism community was tabled to a future 
meeting.  Following lengthy debate, it was decided 
that more work was needed in refining the language 
and content of the resolution. 

Workshops were held in the morning and afternoon 
sessions on Friday covering  topics which included 
Youth Ministry, Forward Leadership, Financial 
Stewardship, Welcoming the Stranger, Antiracism 
and Spiritual Practice, and Care of God’s Creation. 
Additional workshops were held on Saturday 
morning.  Bishop Mark Beckwith of the Episcopal 
Church, and keynote speaker at the assembly, 
presented a workshop called Finding Common 
Ground.  He summed up themes of collaboration 
and reconciliation, and the much-needed work in a 
world plagued by polarization which is tearing at the 
fabric of society today.  He spoke about Braver 
Angels, a citizen’s organization working to depolarize 
and unite red and blue Americans. Among the areas 
of their work is dealing with racism and gun violence.  
In addition to the workshops, there were panel 
discussions on the Lutheran-Episcopal Collaboration, 
Campus Ministries, the concept of Home Church and 
various collaborations between congregations, 
ecumenical groups and community organizations.  

On Saturday morning the School of Lay Ministry held 
its graduation.  Marie was among those completing 
the two-year program with a concentration in 
biblical studies and theology.  

The overall atmosphere of the assembly left one 
with a sense of hope.  Worship and Prayer services 
grounded the assembly in God’s Word, opening our 
hearts to listen to where the Holy Spirit is leading. 
Though we venture into the unknown, along paths 
as yet untrodden, may we trust we are being guided 
by the Spirit through the love of God and 
reconciliation of Jesus Christ, our Lord. As we boldly 
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step into the future, let us remember that the 
decisions we make today will shape what the world 
will look like tomorrow.  

On June 9-11, 2022, I attended the New 
England Synod Assembly at the DCU Center in 
Worcester. The assembly began on a somber 
note with Bishop Hazelwood addressing the 
recent events of racism in the Sierra Pacific 
Synod that caused the resignation of Megan 
Rohrer as bishop of that synod. Much focus was 
placed on anti-racism in the New England Synod 
throughout the remainder of the assembly in the 
form of resolutions and discussions. 
 
I especially found the panel discussions of 
interest, particularly “Lutheran Episcopal 
Collaboration” and “Schools, Clinics and 
Community Collaboration.” Pastor Michael 
Bastion from Zion Lutheran Church in Oxford 
and Church of the Reconciliation in Webster was 
a panelist on the Lutheran Episcopal panel and 
spoke about the formation of the partnership of 
those two churches. Pastor Andrew Borden was 
a panelist on the community collaboration panel 
and spoke about collaborations with other 
Greendale area churches in Worcester. 
 
Another highlight of the assembly for me was 
the guest speaker, Bishop Mark Beckwith’s talk 
on “Braver Angels: How Can Blue & Red 
America connect.”  “Braver Angels is a national 
citizens’ movement to bring liberals, 
conservatives and others together at the 
grassroots level– not find centrist compromise 
but to find one another as 
citizens.”  (https://braverangels.org/what-we-
do/). The intent is for Americans to find ways to 
better understand each other in a civil and 
respectful environment.  
 
Last but not least, the Lutheran Lay Ministry 
graduation was held on the last day of the 
assembly with Marie Sturdevant from Bethel 
Lutheran Church among the 10 graduates. This 
was a special accomplishment for these folks as 
they began their studies in 2019 and persevered 
through the COVID pandemic to finally graduate 
this year. Congratulations, Marie! 
 

On another note, the day before the Synod 
Assembly I returned home from six weeks in 
Africa. I served as a wildlife conservation 
volunteer for two weeks at Mankwe Camp in 
Botswana, participating in transect drives to 
collect data about the wildlife on the Mankwe 
Reserve. On one drive alone, I saw over 300 
elephants! For the next four weeks, I 
volunteered at Phinda Game Reserve in South 
Africa, also collecting wildlife data and 
participating in the rewilding of two young 
pangolins, the anesthetizing of two male lions 
and two rhinoceroses for relocation to other 
reserves, and the monitoring of the health and 
well-being of several cheetahs who lost their 
mom or suffered injuries. Africa is a beautiful 
continent and it is an honor to be able to help 
save these endangered species that have 
suffered habitat loss from an exploding human 
population, agricultural needs, and poachers 
who kill these animals for their tusks, horns and 
scales.  
 

Barbara Merolli 

 
JULY/AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 

 

 

Bethel 
Dan & Samantha Hanks - 07/03 

Nancy Nims-Gentry & Grover Gentry - 07/25 
Anita & John Haynes - 07/27 

Terry Hamilton & Mike Tift - 08/03 
Barbara & Maurice McCarthy - 08/03 

Shirley & Bill Connor - 08/06 
Patti & Tony Benvenuti - 08/08 

Judy Hodgerney & Peter DePierri - 08/10 
Mike & Ruth Pellegrino - 08/29 

Preston & Marie Sturdevant - 08/30 
 

Zion 
Alan & Linda Wiinikka – 08/08 

Albert & Lois Kane – 08/15 
Don & Judy Leombruno – 08/20 

Dave & Ann Spinner – 08/31 
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JULY/AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
 

Zion 
Wendy Milton – 07/09 
Karen Hakala – 07/13 

Mark Fountaine – 07/14 
Edith Kippetsch – 07/15 

Sara Ruffo – 07/16 
David Toombs – 07/24 

Vinny Cabrera Ruffo – 07/28 
Bryan Blomgren – 08/01 
Lynne Buckley – 08/14 
Richard Harms – 08/17 
George Earley – 08/22 

John Abbe – 08/23 
 

Bethel  
Roy Benoit Jr. - 07/04 
Nicole Zifcak - 07/06 
Garrett Olson - 07/06 
Amelia Nelson - 07/06 
Susan Kolton - 07/14 

Jillian King - 07/14 
Gabriella King - 07/14 
Louise Klaven - 07/16 

Kristen McKinney - 07/17 
Kathleen Legg – 07/18 
Lori Thompson - 07/20 
Judy Sampson - 07/21 
Vinny Walsh - 07/24 
Leah King - 07/26 

Christine Belmonte - 07/27 
Maya Belmonte - 07/29 
Judith Garneau - 08/03 

Gini Varg - 08/05 
Scott Carlson - 08/06 

Barbara McCarthy - 08/07 
Rick Hagberg - 08/09 

Doug Hanks - 08/09 
Helen Trilligan - 08/09 
Jackson Zifcak - 08/09 

Bradley Lehman - 08/10 
Jeremy Baril - 08/13 
Harriet Hight - 08/20 
Erica Ferreira - 08/21 

Nancy Bjorkman - 08/23 
Bill Lauzonis - 08/26 

Madelynn Hanks - 08/27 

 
 

 
 

Each Wednesday noon we serve a meal 
through Elder Services of Worcester at Zion! 

 

Call the main office each week by 11 AM 
Mondays to register for a tasty/nutritious 

meal and some great social time! 
 

Meals are FREE to anyone 50+, with a 
suggested donation of $2.50/person. 

 

 
PRAYER LIST 

Karen Carlson - Liesl Voosen Fields – Paul 
Josephson - Bill Lewis - Eric Lewis –Jim Mooney – 
David Naugle - Bob Venning - Bob Ekstrand – 
Karleen Habin –- Greg & Sandy Linberg - David 
Toombs – Helen & Steve Trilligan – Bob 
MacMillion – Dottie Hultin – Sandy Erickson - 
Gordon Dubois - Lindsey Dawes - Sue McKewen - 
Steve & Carron Mentzer – Debra Lindberg – Carita 
– Andy - Susan King - Bill Erven - Julianna 
Bagdigian - Nancy Hallstrom - Miriam Bove - 
Carolyn Skoglund - Jackie Bryley - Glenna 
Brownell l 
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Food Insecure 
Jesus blessed, broke bread and fish 

and fed 5,000. 

 

The Central MA Conference of the New 
England Synod of the ELCA will build meals 

to feed more than 18,000 to help reduce 
food insecurity within our communities. 

WHEN: Saturday, September 10th @ 1PM 

WHERE: Emanuel Lutheran Church, 
Worcester, MA 

Won’t you help support this effort; paying-forward the 
Grace we have all been shown? 

RSVP/DONATE: emanuellutheran@aol.com 

or 508-756-6620 

“Good Neighbor” 
Support Team 

donations to help our 
Afghanistan Family 

A GENEROUS GRACE DONOR HAS GIVEN 
AN INITIAL $10,000 TO THE ACCOUNT 
ESTABLISHED THROUGH BETHLEHEM 

LUTHERAN FOR SUPPORT OF THE FAMILY. 

THE SAME DONOR WILL GIVE ANOTHER 
$10,000 BUT IT MUST BE MATCHED 1-1! 

 

PLEASE MAKE OUT CHECKS TO 
BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN, MEMO LINE > 

Afghanistan Refugee Family 

 

LOOKING FOR A GROUP OF 
LUTHERANS TO MEET WITH 

AND SHARE SOME 
EXPERIENCES AND HAVE FUN? 

 

AS A SHARED MINISTRY WITH 
BETHEL/ZION, WHY NOT GIVE ONE OF THE 

FOLLOWING A TRY? 
 

 

MEN’S GROUP 
The Men’s group will return in September after 
taking the summer off.  
 

WOMEN’S: DOLs 
(Dine Out Ladies) 

The Dine Out Ladies are having lunch at the 110 
Grill in the Shoppes at Blackstone Valley, 
Millbury, on Tuesday, July 12, at 1:00.  Signup 
sheet in Bethel’s narthex or call Leanne 
Carraher at 508-335-6421 no later than Sunday, 
July 10.  Carpooling from Bethel’s parking lot at 
12:30 or meet us at the restaurant. 
 

“BOOKIES” Book Club 
Bookie summer meetings will be held Monday 
July 25th and Monday 
August 29th.  Since the 
meeting to nominate books 
for 2022-2023 will be held 
after this newsletter goes 
out, check with a Bookie to 
get list of selected 
books.  Meetings will be at 
2:00 on church grounds or Voosen Hall 
depending on the weather.  All are welcome! 

 

 

Jane Johnston 
Leanne & Thom Carraher 
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A STEP-AHEAD ACADEMY & BETHEL 

It was determined that the lower level of Bethel, 
and the chapel area, have lead present which 
needs to be remediated in order for the school 
to obtain licensing. It has been a long-slog to 
obtain a reasonable quote from a licensed 
contractor, but it has finally occurred. 

Council determined that responsibility for 
bringing the building in-line with regards to 
health and safety for our people, and those in 
the academy, falls upon the church. 

There are some other costs to be in-line with 
regulations, such as replacement of the chapel 
doors with locking units, new flooring over the 
narthex area where asbestos tiles are beginning 
to break, adding a handicapped ramp from the 
office area narthex doors; this is to allow egress 
in case of fire and loss of electricity for powering 
the lift. 

We also have some mold growth in the utility 
closet housing the water-main and lower-level 
main electric panel that needs 
remediation/rebuild. 

All-told, we are looking at a cost of $35K for 
work over the summer. 

If some of you could help us offset these costs 
directly, that would be much appreciated; we 
understand that it is difficult in light of rising 
costs for food, fuel and such to keep up with 
home needs, too, not to mention offerings to 
the church. 

With the work complete, the director of the 
academy can finally move-in, decorate and 
ready for EEC inspection, looking to “hopefully) 
open the doors in January. 

Grace Ministries Co-Council Highlights  
June 2022 

● Property – Bethel 
- A Step Ahead Academy – We are still 

awaiting accurate costs for lead paint 
abatement. School opening will be 
postponed until at least January 2023.  

- Property committee looking into fence 
repair along back of parking lot. 

● Property – Zion 
- Worcester City Housing Resources, 

currently sponsoring the planned 
homeless apartments at Zion, are 
considering a proposal to lease office 
space in the education wing at Zion 
when the lease expires on their current 
downtown office space this fall. 

● Finance 
- Working on getting Santander Bank 

signature authorizations updated for 
Zion accounts 

 Misc.  
- Yard Sale planned for the fall.  Organizers 

are Heather Connors, Adam Hanks, and 
Theresa Toombs. 

Next Council meeting will be on July 10, 2022.  
Dave Valleli will lead the meeting. 

Creating my World 

---Louisa Klaven 

A few days I learned that I would be the 
Featured Artist of the Month for October 
at the Pearle L. Crawford Library in 
Dudley.  Immediately my head was filled 
with excitement but also with ideas of 
what paintings to display.  Although I 
have quite a few already finished, I 
know that I will continue to paint new 
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ones that no doubt will be included. It’s 
a thrilling task that will occupy me as I 
prepare for this. 

I have been asked to share how I got 
started.  Here’s my story. 

In the early 90s while Desert Storm was 
going on, I was home sick with the flu.  
Day after day, television stations 
broadcast the war and commentaries.  
One day while I was wrapped in 
blankets and lying on the couch, I was 
flipping through the channels to find 
something else to watch and I landed on 
PBS with a show about painting with a 
soft-spoken artist.  I was immediately 
caught up in the peacefulness of Bob 
Ross.  I was delighted that “The Joy of 
Painting” was on five days a week. Bob 
Ross was the perfect remedy for the flu. 

One day David came home from work 
while I was in the midst of watching this 
show. He watched for a few minutes 
and declared, “You can do this.”  I told 
him I could not.  He again said, “You 
can do this.” And my response was 
again, “No, I can’t.” We went through 
several rounds of this and he insisted 
that I find out where to get his supplies.  
It turned out that Ames in Sturbridge 
carried them and when I recovered from 
the flu, we went to Ames and I came 
home with “The Bob Ross Basic Paint 
Set.”   

I’ll admit that I had a lot of doubts when 
I opened the box and found Bob Ross’s 
standard two-inch brush and a palette 
knife.  I watched him use these on 
television as he encouraged watchers by 

saying, “You can do this.”  How was it 
possible to create such beautiful oil 
landscapes with a two-inch brush? I 
figured I would follow his lead and try. 

Although I was always involved with art 
projects, I had never painted with oils 
before…and certainly not with a two-
inch brush.  But each day I watched 
Bob and indeed he made it look 
possible. I tried my first painting.   

It was a painting of pine trees in the 
snow.  On a trip home to visit my 
parents, my father was so excited to see 
what I created and he indeed became 
my biggest fan and encourager.  From 
that point on, every visit with my 
parents included a gift of some new 
blank canvases from my father.  I 
continued to paint until my father died 
in 1995.  Somehow my joy of painting 
left and my supply of blank canvases 
and paints sat in the closet. 

My hiatus lasted twenty years when one 
day I felt the need to paint again.  I took 
the canvases from the closet but the 
special cleaning bucket was missing.  I 
searched but could not find it.  I needed 
it to clean my brushes between colors 
and as Bob Ross would say, “beat the 
Devil out of it.” I kept searching for 
days. I was ready to give up.   Then one 
day as I was making yet another trip to 
the basement to search for it, I said out 
loud, “Okay, God, I need that bucket.  
Where is it?”  And in the next moment, I 
was hit with something falling right in 
front of my feet.  It was my bucket!  At 
that moment that I knew God wanted 
me to paint too! 
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It was in 2016 after twenty years of 
being away that I realized why painting 
was so needed in my life.  Yes, it made 
me happy, but it also brought a sense of 
calm as I was putting the colors on the 
canvas.  Bob Ross said that he would 
paint while he was serving in the 
military in Alaska and it was not a 
happy time for him.  “I didn’t 
particularly like the world I was in, so I 
created my own.” In many ways, that 
rings true for me.  During times of extra 
stress, I paint more.  As the Covid 
lockdown continued, I was turning out 
paintings with a rapid pace.  When the 
news in the world is tense, I paint.  
When I feel overworked and exhausted, 
I paint.  When I am not happy with 
various situations in life, I paint.  If I am 
upset, I paint.  Sometimes various 
people including my own doctor have 
said to me, “When was the last time you 
painted?  Louisa, it’s time…you need to 
paint.”  Does it change reality and 
what’s going on?  No, but it changes the 
way I deal with it.  It’s all part of 
creating my world where there are 
happy clouds and every tree has a 
friend.   

We all have various talents.  I give 
thanks to God for giving me artistic 
abilities and bringing to light something 
positive in the midst of having the flu 
during Desert Storm.  And so, I will 
continue to “create my world…one 
brushstroke at a time.”   
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Message from Minister of Music 

I would like to express my gratitude for being 
asked to be your new Minister of Music and to 
thank you all for the warm welcome my wife 
Edla Ann and I have received. Church music 
has been part of my life for many years.  My 
participation in church music began in the 
small Methodist church my family attended in 
Shrewsbury where I grew up.  Playing hymns 
for the Sunday School as a youngster became 
an important part of my life.  That sense of 
musical sharing continues for me so many 
years later. 

By the time I was in my early teens I began 
organ lessons with LeRoy Hanson, Minister of 
Music at Wesley Church (Worcester) for many 
years.  As time went on and my playing skills 
developed, I became LeRoy’s assistant, a 
position which lasted until his retirement.  My 
role at Wesley allowed me to substitute in 
churches across the Worcester area exposing 
me to many different worship traditions. 

After studies with LeRoy, I continued organ 
instruction with Timothy E. Smith and Barclay 
Wood (First Baptist Church in Worcester). 
Following my involvement at Wesley, I served 
as assistant at All Saints Church (Worcester) 
before becoming Minister of Music at 
Pakachoag Church (Auburn).  More recently I 
was the Minister of Music for Trinity Episcopal 
Church (Milford). 

I look forward to my new responsibilities as 
Minister of Music for Grace Ministries and 
having the opportunity to get to know all of you 
in both congregations and providing 
inspiration through sacred music. 

Respectfully yours, 
Randy Bloom
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“A new command I give you: Love one another.  

As I have loved you, so you must love one another.”           
- John 13:34 

It’s easy to love our family and friends, and those 
who are kind to us.  Then there are those whom we 
call our adversaries, those who are difficult to like, 
let alone love. And yet Jesus calls us to love one 
another as He loves us, and that includes everybody, 
even our enemies.  The word love in this passage 
from the Gospel of John is translated from the 
Greek, agape, which is the highest form of love, 
transcendent love, a love which is not bound to 
those warm and fuzzy feelings.  It is a sacrificial love.  
We may not agree with or feel an attraction to 
another person, and in fact in our eyes they may 
seem “unlovely,” but we are still called to love them.  
We can show love by caring for others just as Jesus 
cares for us, through unconditional, and unmerited 
love.  This is our highest calling, to love and serve our 
neighbor. “For all the law is fulfilled in one word, 
even in this: “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” – Galatians 5:14.  To serve those in need, 
seek justice, and show mercy; this is the heart of 
Social Ministry.  Our Social Ministry Team meets 
every month to discern where the Spirit is leading us 
in service to the community, locally, nationally and 
internationally.   

Beginning around mid-July, we will be seeking 
donations for back-to-school supplies for Auburn 
Youth and Family Services.  We will post a list of 
needed supplies, but in the meantime, there will be 
a need for heavy duty backpacks, especially for the 
older children, dry erase markers, sharpies, folders, 
and notebooks. 

On September 10th we will once again be joining in 
the meal line through EndHungerNE.  This year we 
will be collaborating (the theme from New England 
Synod Assembly), with several area churches and 
meeting at Emanuel Lutheran Church on Greenwood 
Street in Worcester. As part of this intergenerational 

project, we are raising funds for the components 
needed in packaging the meals.  Each package serves 
six, and the meals are nutritionally complete. They 
will be distributed to area food banks.  If you have 
never joined in one of the meal lines, I encourage 
you to do so. Many hands make light work. 

On Sunday June 12th, we hosted a luncheon in 
celebration of the end of the Sunday School year and 
the beginning of summer, a time for rest and 
recreation.  Thank you to Heather Connors and Chris 
Enman for shopping and preparing the lunch which 
consisted of hot dogs, chips, macaroni salad, drinks, 
and chocolate chip cookies, in addition to our coffee 
and goodies.  A special thank you once again to 
Wegman’s Supermarket for their donation of a 
generous gift card which was used to purchase the 
food that day.  A free will offering was collected and 
will go into the Social Ministry fund. 

Please mark your calendars for October 2nd, as we 
are forming a Grace Ministries Team to join in the 
2022 Walk to End Alzheimer’s. Many of us have been 
touched by Alzheimer’s or dementia and understand 
it’s devastation to the whole family.  The Alzheimer’s 
Association works through care, support of family, 
advocacy and research.  Please consider joining in 
the walk which will be in person beginning at 
Hanover Insurance Company in Worcester.  To join 
our team or make a donation, please go to our page 
at:  http://act.alz.org/goto/GraceMinistries 

We ask that you to please lift up prayers of healing 
for Pastor Rose Mary Sanchez-Guzman of Iglesia 
Luterana Cristo Rey in El Paso, Texas, who recently 
lost her father, mother and a daughter. We pray for 
her healing and for her continued ministry in 
supporting the refugee children at the border. We 
also wish to give thanks to those members of our 
Grace Ministries congregations who have extended 
their loving support to the care our Afghan Refugee 
family through the Good Neighbor NST.  
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  Yoked Communities of faith & service 
  

MISSION STATEMENT 
"To boldly share God's Love and Grace universally in and through our communities." 

 
 

VISION STATEMENT 
Modeling the welcoming nature of God, we are humbly called and driven by the Spirit to witness, engage and 

walk with each other authentically, as Jesus’ hands and feet, providing spiritual,  
emotional and physical nourishment. 

 

Through evolving partnerships with ecumenical and other social service organizations we affirm justice and 
wholeness under the “agency of Grace” that feed the needs and hope of all. 

 

The Rev. Andrew H. Borden, Pastor 
pastor_andrew.b@verizon.net 

 

Ann Spinner, Parish Administrator  
bethelauburn@verizon.net 
Main Office: 508-832-3427 

 

Kate Valleli – Christian Education Coordinator 
 

                                        Shannon Papandrea, Sexton                           Garret Peters - Treasurer 
 

                              Tom Houston – Licensed Lay Minister      Louisa Klaven, AIM – Licensed Lay Minister   

                            Randy Bloom, – Minister of Music          Lois Toeppner, Deacon – Minister of Music Emeritus 
 

 

Co-Council 
 

President – Joan Parker (B)      Co-Vice-Presidents – Jennifer Courtney (Z), Dave Valleli (B) 
                             

Council – Cheyenne Courtney (Z), Preston Sturdevant (B), Ruth Thompson (B), Jessica Caminero (B), Theresa Toombs (Z) 
Dana Boilard (Z), Bev Sampson (B), Roberta Briggs (B), Don Leombruno (Z), Heather Connors (B) 

Leanne Carraher (B), Marie Sturdevant (B), Adam Hanks (B) 
 
 

Worcester Campus - Zion Lutheran   Auburn Campus - Bethel Lutheran 
                                              41 Whitmarsh Avenue, 01606                           90 Bryn Mawr Avenue, 01501                                                        

                           The-Community-of-Zion-Lutheran-Worcester.org                BethelAuburnELCA.org 
 

                                                                                                                           Bell Director – Adam Hanks 
                             Financial Secretaries – Ann Spinner/Kate Valleli        Financial Secretary – Russell Harris 
 

                                    
 

        RECONCILING IN CHRIST                       

                                                                                      Wednesdays, Zion Lutheran @ Noon 
                                                                                      Free Meals, those 50+   

 


