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Love is spoken here! Be the living Eucharist! 
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All are welcome here! 
These churches and altars belong to God, and not to us. All people are welcome to participate in every aspect 
of our worship, including our open table for the Eucharist. We are honored by your presence this day and hope 
you find peace and refreshment as we celebrate the extravagant love of God, as followers of the Way of Jesus. 

There is a place for you, here! 
 

The Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us in community as people of the Way. 

 

PRELUDE                                                                           
  

The congregation stands 
 

GREETING            In the name of the ☩ Father; and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
\ 
 

PRAYER OF APPROACH           The Lord be with you. And also with you! 
 

Let us pray; Almighty God, who through Your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ have overcome death and 
opened to us the gate of everlasting life: grant that, as by Your grace going before us You put into our 
minds good desires, so by Your continual help we may bring them to good effect; through Jesus Christ our 
risen Lord, who is alive and reigns with You, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen!  
 

GATHERING HYMN                            Awake, O sleeper, rise from death                            ELW (red book) 452 
 

The congregation is seated 

The Liturgy of the Word 
God speaks to us in poetry, creative writing, scripture, preaching & song. 

                               

A READING FROM CHRISTIAN SCRIPTURE: Acts 11:1-18                                         God’s Word Translation* 
In defense of his earlier baptism of non-Judean believers, Peter demonstrates to the members of the 
Jerusalem church that God’s intention to love Gentiles as well as Judeans is revealed in Jesus’ testimony. In 
this way the mission to the Gentiles is officially authorized. 
 

The apostles and the believers throughout Judea heard that people who were not Judean had accepted God’s 
word. 2 However, when Peter went to Jerusalem, the believers who insisted on circumcision began to argue 
with him. 3 They said, “You went to visit men who were uncircumcised, and you even ate with them.” 
4 Then Peter began to explain to them point by point what had happened. He said, 5 “I was praying in the city of 
Joppa when I fell into a trance. I saw something like a large linen sheet being lowered by its four corners from 
the sky. The sheet came near me. 6 I looked into the sheet very closely and saw tame animals, wild animals, 
reptiles, and birds. 7 I also heard a voice telling me, ‘Get up, Peter! Kill these animals, and eat them.’ 
8 “But I answered, ‘I can’t do that, Lord! I’ve never put anything impure or unclean  into my mouth.’ 
9 “A voice spoke from heaven a second time, ‘Don’t say that the things which God has made clean  are 
impure.’ 10 This happened three times. Then everything was pulled back into the sky again. 
11 “At that moment three men arrived at the house where we were staying. They had been sent from Caesarea 
to find me. 12 The Spirit told me to go with them without any hesitation. Six believers from Joppa went with me, 
and we visited Cornelius’ home. 
13 “He told us that he had seen an angel standing in his home. The angel told him, ‘Send messengers to Joppa, 
and summon a man whose name is Simon Peter. 14 He will give you a message that will save you and 
everyone in your home.’ 
15 “When I began to speak, the Holy Spirit came to these people. This was the same thing that happened to us 
in the beginning. 16 I remembered that the Lord had said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized by 
the Holy Spirit.’ 17 When they believed, God gave them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. So who was I to interfere with God?” 
18 When the others heard this, they had no further objections. They praised God by saying, “Then God has also 
led people who are not Judean to turn to him so that they can change the way they think and act and have 
eternal life.” 
 

Response   Let everyone listen to what the Spirit is saying: Word of God, Word of Life! Thanks be to God! 
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PSALM 148                                                  read responsively 
 

1Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens; praise God in the heights. 
2Praise the LORD, all you angels; sing praise, all you hosts of heaven. 
3Praise the LORD, sun and moon; sing praise, all you shining stars. 
4Praise the LORD, heaven of heavens, and you waters above the heavens. 
5Let them praise the name of the LORD, who commanded, and they were created, 
6who made them stand fast forever and ever, giving them a law that shall not pass away. 
7Praise the LORD from the earth, You sea monsters and all deeps; 
8fire and hail, snow and fog, tempestuous wind, doing God’s will; 
9mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars; 
10wild beasts and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds; 
11sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the world; 
12young men and maidens, old and young together. 
13Let them praise the name of the LORD, whose name only is exalted,  

whose splendor is over earth and heaven. 
14The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful servants, 

the children of Israel, a people who are near the LORD. Hallelujah! 
 

The assembly stands to welcome the resurrected Christ!. 
 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION               At the Lamb’s high feast we sing – verse 1                                   ELW 362 
 

 
 

Preface   Hear the Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John!  Glory to you, O Lord! 
 
 

A READING FROM THE GOSPELS: John 13:31-35                                                                  Scholar’s Edition 
 

When {Judas} had gone, Jesus says, “Now the son of Adam is glorified, and God is glorified through him. If 
God is glorified through him, God in turn will glorify him through the divine self, and will glorify him at once. My 
children, I’m going to be with you only a little while longer. You’ll look for me, but, as I told the Judeans, I’m 
going where you can’t come; it’s to you that I say this now. I am giving you a new directive: Love each other. 
Just as I’ve loved you, you are to love each other. Then everyone will recognize you as my disciples-if you love 
each other.” 

Response   The Gospel of our Lord! Praise to you, O Christ! 

COLLECT                    
Let us pray; Risen Christ, Your wounds declare Your love for the world and the wonder of Your risen life: 
give us compassion and courage to risk ourselves for those we serve, to the glory of God the Father. 
Amen! 
 

The congregation is seated 
 
 

MESSAGE                                                                                                                       Pastor Andrew 
 

The congregation stands 
 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                                  With high delight let us unite                                                 ELW 368 
 

The congregation is seated 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 

Let us declare our faith in God: 

We believe in God the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named. 

We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us with his love. 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us with power from on high. 

We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                   
 

Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the church, people in need, and 
all of creation. 

A brief silence. 
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Loving God, lead us to follow Your Spirit, rather than our own prejudices or desires, as the church cares for 
one another. Open us to perceive Your gifts in those we least expect. God, in Your mercy, 

Holy One, receive our prayer. 
Inspire us to praise You through the beauty and majesty of the natural world around us (such as Mount 
Wachusett, Webster Lake, the Atlantic seacoast). Urge us toward more deliberate care of the world You have 
made. God, in Your mercy, 

Holy One, receive our prayer. 
Humble the rulers of nations before Your splendor. Direct them to the people who need their attention most, 
and turn them from the temptation to hoard wealth or power. God, in Your mercy, 

Holy One, receive our prayer. 
Hasten to dwell among those who are in pain or distress (especially). As Christ enters our deepest suffering, 
remain with those experiencing despair and great need. God, in Your mercy, 

Holy One, receive our prayer. 
Place holy love at the center of all our relationships and communities. By Your love heal us, convict us, and 
renew us. Bring an end to racism in our churches and communities. Let everyone know Your goodness by the 
love we show one another. God, in Your mercy, 

Holy One, receive our prayer. 
Give us a place in the diverse company of Your beloved saints. Teach us the value of each person’s identity, 
and bless us with a shared identity as Your children, kindred of Christ. God, in Your mercy, 

Holy One, receive our prayer. 
In Your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by Your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior. Amen. 
 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 
Lord God, our maker and our redeemer, this is Your world and we are Your people: come among us and 
save us. 

Silence for reflection 

We have willfully misused Your gifts of creation; Lord, be merciful: 
forgive us our sin. 

We have seen the ill-treatment of others and have not gone to their aid; Lord, be merciful: 
forgive us our sin. 

We have condoned evil and dishonesty and failed to strive for justice; Lord, be merciful: 
forgive us our sin. 

We have heard the good news of Christ, but have failed to share it with others; Lord, be merciful: 
forgive us our sin. 

We have not loved You with all our heart, nor our neighbors as ourselves; Lord, be merciful: 
forgive us our sin. 

 

May the God of all healing and forgiveness draw us to Godself, and cleanse us from all our sins 
that we may behold the glory of the ☩ Son, the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE PEACE                                        Let us greet our sisters and brothers in the name of Christ! 
 

Christ is our peace. He has reconciled us to God in one body through the cross.  
We meet in his name and share his peace. The peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you! 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
God feeds us with the risen Christ’s presence! 

 

The congregation stands to welcome the risen Christ! 
 

PREPARATION OF THE TABLE 
Come to Christ’s banquet, feast on God’s gift of grace! Amen. 

 

LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 

The Lord be with you! And also with you!          Open up your hearts! We open them up to the Lord! 
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God! It is right to give God thanks and praise! 

In thanksgiving for Your patient grace and mercy in liberating us from oppression we praise you singing: 
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might: 
 

Heaven and earth are full, full of Your glory. Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. 
 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. 
 

Father, we give You thanks and praise through Your beloved Son Jesus Christ, Your living Word, through 
whom You have created all things; who was sent by You in Your great goodness to be our Savior.  

By the power of the Holy Spirit, he took flesh; as Your Son, born of the blessed Virgin, he lived on earth and 
went about among us; he opened wide his arms for us on the cross; he put an end to death by dying to save 
us from ourselves; and revealed the resurrection by rising to new life; so he fulfilled Your will and won for You a 
holy people. 

Lord, You are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; grant that by the power of Your Holy Spirit, and according 
to Your holy will, ☩ these gifts of bread and wine may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took bread and gave You thanks; he broke it and gave it to his 
disciples, saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me. In the same 
way, after supper he took the cup and gave You thanks; he gave it to them, saying: Drink this, all of you; this is 
my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often 
as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus:  

Dying you destroyed death, rising you restored our life. Lord Jesus, come in glory. 

As we offer You this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, we bring before You this bread and this cup and 
we thank You for counting us worthy to stand in Your presence and serve You. Send the Holy Spirit on Your 
people and gather into one in Your kingdom all who share this one bread and one cup, so that we, in the 
company of all the saints, may praise and glorify You forever, through Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom, and 
with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory be Yours, almighty Father, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 
 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
Yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The bread which we break is a sharing of the body of Christ. 

We being many are one body, for we all share in the one bread. 
Jesus Christ is the Lamb of God, who has taken away the sins of the world. Happy are all called to his supper. 

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word and I shall be healed. 
Behold who you are! Become what you receive! Thanks be to God! 

 

The congregation is seated 
 
 

AGNUS DEI (Lamb of God)                                                                                                                 ELW pg. 154 
Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace. 
 

THE EUCHARIST 
      

Communion kits w/wafer & grape juice are our method of receiving the Eucharist from the silver trays 
A gluten-free alternative is available from the Assisting Minister. 

Believing in the real presence of Christ, Grace Ministries practices open-table, Eucharistic hospitality.  
All people , baptized or not, are welcomed to The Meal. 

Those who do not wish to commune may come forward for a blessing signified by crossed arms. 
 

COMMUNION HYMN                   ELW 359 
 

POST EUCHARISTIC PRAYER        
Let us pray; Eternal God, whose Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life: grant us to walk in his 
way, to rejoice in his truth, and to share his risen life; who is alive and reigns, now and forever. Amen! 
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Almighty God, we thank You for feeding us with the body and blood of Your Son, Jesus the Christ! 

Through him we offer You our souls and our bodies as a living sacrifice. Send us out in the power of 
your Spirit to live and work to Your praise and glory! Amen! 

The Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

The congregation stands 
 
 

BLESSING                           God, the Author of life, Christ, the living Cornerstone, 
and the life-giving Spirit of adoption, ☩ bless us now and forever. Amen. 

 
 

SENDING HYMN                Christ is alive! Let Christians sing                                               ELW 389              
 
     

DISMISSAL                        Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Tell what God has done. Thanks be to God! 

POSTLUDE                         
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com, Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #28372. CCLI copyright/streaming license #11574665, Prayer of Approach, Collect, Preparation of the Table, Affirmation of Faith, 
Liturgy of the Sacrament, Post Eucharistic Prayer per Common Worship, www.churchofengland.org, 

*Scripture translations are in the public domain and sourced through http://www.biblegateway.com 
 
 
 

IN OUR PRAYERS THIS DAY: Bob Ekstrand, Liesl Voosen Fields, Karleen Habin, Karen Carlson, David 
Toombs, David Naugle, Greg & Sandy Linberg, Bob MacMillan, Dottie Hultin, Steve & Helen Trilligan, Sandy 
Erickson, Gordon Dubois, Lindsey Dawes, Debra Lindberg, Sue McKewen, Steve and Carron Mentzer, Carita, 
Andy, Julianna Bagdigian, Bill Erven 

Music for May 15, 2022 

Prelude: “That Easter Day with Joy was Bright” by Sandra Eithun 

Bethel Bell Choir 

Postlude: “Rigaudon by Andre Campra (1660-1744) 

Today’s Music:  The prelude this morning is an original work by contemporary composer, Sandra Eithun, and 
arranged for bell choir.  Eithun is a graduate of Silver Lake College in Manitowoc, Wisconsin.  She currently 
serves as Director of Music Ministry at First Congregational United Church of Christ in New London, 
Wisconsin.  The postlude by French composer Andre Campra (1660-1744) was originally part of the opera 
Idomnee and later transcribed for organ.  “Rigaudon” is frequently used today as a wedding processional 
because of its dignified nature.  
 

“Good Neighbor” Support Team donations to help our Afghanistan Family 
 

A GENEROUS GRACE DONOR HAS GIVEN AN INITIAL $10,000 TO THE ACCOUNT 
ESTABLISHED THROUGH BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN FOR SUPPORT OF THE FAMILY. 

THE SAME DONOR WILL GIVE ANOTHER $10,000 BUT IT MUST BE MATCHED 1-1! 
 

PLEASE MAKE OUT CHECKS TO BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN, MEMO LINE > Afghanistan Refugee Family 
 

Walk for the Homeless 
TODAY!!! - 1 PM Registration, 2 PM Walk from Elm Park in Worcester 

 

JOIN OUR TEAM AND DONATE!                 https://www.classy.org/team/424312 
**************************************************************************************************************** 
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WEEKLY SCHEDULE (excluding holidays) 
 
 
 

,MONDAYS – THURSDAYS 9 AM - 3 PM General Office Hours - Main Offices @ Bethel 
 
 

SUNDAYS 
 

8 AM Worship in the Nave - Bethel 
8:45 AM Worship in the Nave – Zion 

9 AM In-Person Sunday School – Bethel 
9:40 AM Coffee Hour in the Palmer Room - Zion 

10:15 AM Worship in the Nave – Bethel 
11:20 AM Coffee Hour in Voosen Hall - Bethel 

 

TUESDAYS 
 

2:30-4 PM Pastoral Public Office Hours – Auburn Starbucks 
7 PM – Adult Forum – via Zoom 

 

WEDNESDAYS 
 

NOON Grace Café - Zion 
5:30 PM Worship in the Nave – Bethel 
6:30 PM – Choir Rehearsal @ Bethel 

 
 

THURSDAYS 
 

2:30-4 PM Pastoral Public Office Hours - The Bean Counter, Grove Street, Worcester 
5:30 PM – Bell Choir Rehearsal @ Bethel 

7 PM – In-Person Confirmation 
2nd Week – Emanuel, Greenwood Street          4th Week - Bethel 

 

 

Food Insecure 
Jesus blessed, broke bread and fish and fed 5,000. 

 

The Central MA Conference of the New England Synod of the 
ELCA will build meals to feed more than 18,000 to help reduce food 

insecurity within our communities. 
WHEN: Saturday, September 10th @ 1PM 

WHERE: Emanuel Lutheran Church, Worcester, MA 
Won’t you help support this effort; paying-forward the Grace we have all been shown? 

 

RSVP/DONATE: emanuellutheran@aol.com or 508-756-6620 
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  Yoked Communities of faith & service   

MISSION STATEMENT 
"To boldly share God's Love and Grace universally in and through our communities." 

 
 

VISION STATEMENT 
Modeling the welcoming nature of God, we are humbly called and driven by the Spirit to witness, engage and 

walk with each other authentically, as Jesus’ hands and feet, providing spiritual,  
emotional and physical nourishment. 

 

Through evolving partnerships with ecumenical and other social service organizations we affirm justice and 
wholeness under the “agency of Grace” that feed the needs and hope of all. 

The Rev. Andrew H. Borden, Pastor 
pastor_andrew.b@verizon.net 

 

Ann Spinner, Parish Administrator  
bethelauburn@verizon.net 
Main Office: 508-832-3427 

 

Kate Valleli – Christian Education Coordinator 
 

                                        Shannon Papandrea, Sexton                           Garret Peters - Treasurer 
 

                              Tom Houston – Licensed Lay Minister      Louisa Klaven, AIM – Licensed Lay Minister   

Randy Bloom, – Minister of Music     Lois Toeppner, Deacon – Minister of Music Emeritus 
 

Co-Council 
 

President – Joan Parker (B)      Co-Vice-Presidents – Jennifer Courtney (Z), Dave Valleli (B) 
                             

Council – Cheyenne Courtney (Z), Preston Sturdevant (B), Ruth Thompson (B), Jessica Caminero (B), Theresa Toombs (Z),  
Dana Boilard (Z), Bev Sampson (B) , Roberta Briggs (B), Don Leombruno (Z), Heather Connors (B), 

Leanne Carraher (B), Marie Sturdevant (B), Adam Hanks (B) 
 
 

Worcester Campus - Zion Lutheran   Auburn Campus - Bethel Lutheran 
                                              41 Whitmarsh Avenue, 01606                           90 Bryn Mawr Avenue, 01501                                                        

                           The-Community-of-Zion-Lutheran-Worcester.org                BethelAuburnELCA.org 
 

                                                                                                                           Bell Director – Adam Hanks 
                             Financial Secretaries – Ann Spinner/Kate Valleli        Financial Secretary – Russell Harris 
 
 
 

                                     
 
 
 
 

        RECONCILING IN CHRIST                       

                                                                                      Wednesdays, Zion Lutheran @ Noon 
                                                                                      Free Meals, those 50+   


