Yoked communities of faith and service
Love is spoken here! Be the living Eucharist!

Fourth Sunday of Easter
May 8th, 2022
8:00 AM Bethel
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All are welcome here!
These churches and altars belong to God, and not to us. All people are welcome to participate in every aspect
of our worship, including our open table for the Eucharist. We are honored by your presence this day and hope
you find peace and refreshment as we celebrate the extravagant love of God, as followers of the Way of Jesus.

There is a place for you, here!

The Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us in community as people of the Way.

The congregation stands
GREETING

In the name of the ☩ Father; and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

\

PRAYER OF APPROACH
The Lord be with you. And also with you!
Let us pray; Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ is the resurrection and the life: raise us, who trust in
him, from the death of sin to the life of righteousness, that we may seek those things which are above,
where he reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen!
GATHERING HYMN
The congregation is seated

Good Christian friends, rejoice and sing!
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The Liturgy of the Word
God speaks to us in poetry, creative writing, scripture, preaching & song.

A READING FROM CHRISTIAN SCRIPTURE: Acts 9:36-43
NRSV*
Dorcas was a faithful and devoted woman of charity in the community of Joppa. Her kindness and her work
with clothing were well-known, especially to the widows in town. When she fell ill and died, Peter raised her
back to life through the power of prayer.
36

Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is Dorcas. She was devoted to
good works and acts of charity. 37At that time she became ill and died. When they had washed her, they laid
her in a room upstairs. 38Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter was there, sent two
men to him with the request, “Please come to us without delay.” 39So Peter got up and went with them; and
when he arrived, they took him to the room upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing
tunics and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with them. 40Peter put all of them outside, and
then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the body and said, “Tabitha, get up.” Then she opened her eyes,
and seeing Peter, she sat up. 41He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints and widows,
he showed her to be alive. 42This became known throughout Joppa, and many believed in the
Lord. 43Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a tanner.
Response Let everyone listen to what the Spirit is saying: Word of God, Word of Life! Thanks be to God!
PSALM 23
read responsively
1
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not be in want.
2
The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me beside still waters.
3
You restore my soul, O LORD, and guide me along right pathways for Your name’s sake.
4
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil;
for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.
5
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; You anoint my head with oil,
and my cup is running over.
6
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.
The assembly stands to welcome the resurrected Christ!.
Preface Hear the Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John! Glory to you, O Lord!

pg. 2

A READING FROM THE GOSPELS: John 10:22-30
Scholar’s Edition
It was then the Festival of Lights in Jerusalem, and it was wintertime. Jesus was walking about in the temple
area, in Solomon’s Colonnade. Judeans surrounded him. “How long are you going to keep us in suspense?”
they kept asking. “If you are the Anointed, just say so.”
Jesus answered them, “I did tell you, and you don’t believe. The things I am achieving in my Father’s name are
evidence on my behalf. But you don’t believe me, because you’re not my sheep. My sheep recognize my
voice; I know them and they follow me, and I provide them with real life; they’ll never be lost, nor will anyone
snatch them away from me. What my Father has given me is greatest of all, and no one can wrest it from the
Father. What goes for the Father, goes for me too.”
Response The Gospel of our Lord! Praise to you, O Christ!
COLLECT
Let us pray; Risen Christ, faithful shepherd of your Father’s sheep: teach us to hear your voice and to follow
your command, that all your people may be gathered into one flock, to the glory of God the Father. Amen!
The congregation is seated
MESSAGE
The congregation stands
HYMN OF THE DAY
The congregation is seated

Blessing and honor
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
We proclaim the Church’s faith in Jesus Christ.
We believe and declare that our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is both divine and human.
God, of the being of the Father, the only Son from before time began; human from the being of his mother,
born in the world;
fully God and fully human; human in both mind and body.
As God he is equal to the Father, as human he is less than the Father.
Although he is both divine and human he is not two beings but one Christ.
One, not by turning God into flesh, but by taking humanity into God;
truly one, not by mixing humanity with Godhead, but by being one person.
For as mind and body form one human being so the one Christ is both divine and human.
The Word became flesh and lived among us; we have seen his glory, the glory of the only
Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the church, people in need, and
all of creation.
A brief silence.
Gentle Shepherd, enable Your church to respond to the voice of Jesus. Give us unfailing trust, unafraid to join
in Jesus’ work of renewing all things. God, in Your mercy,
Holy One, receive our prayer.
Feed Your people at the table of creation. Prepare a safe place for those whose environments are dangerous
or unhealthy, especially those making difficult journeys. Prosper Your creation for the sake of every living thing.
God, in Your mercy,
Holy One, receive our prayer.
Warm the hearts of all who celebrate and all who mourn on Mother’s Day. Accompany those yearning to be
mothers. Help us to heal from broken family relationships and open us to receive Your nurturing love from all
who serve mothering roles in our lives. God, in Your mercy,
Holy One, receive our prayer.
Seek out those who weep while they await healing or consolation (especially). Set people in their path who can
provide the care they need, and wipe away every tear from their eyes. God, in Your mercy,
Holy One, receive our prayer.
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Inspire the words of prophets and saints who employ innovative imagery to stretch our understanding (as did
Julian of Norwich, whom we commemorate today). Send Christ to instruct us with motherly care. God, in Your
mercy,
Holy One, receive our prayer.
Enfold us in the great multitude of saints from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages. Wash
us in Your saving grace every day, guiding us to Your waters of life. God, in Your mercy,
Holy One, receive our prayer.
In Your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by Your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ,
our Savior. Amen.
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION
Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord, we come to you in sorrow for our sins, and confess to you
our weakness and unbelief.
Silence for reflection
We have lived by our own strength, and not by the power of your resurrection. In your mercy, forgive us.
Lord, hear us and help us.
We have lived by the light of our own eyes, as faithless and not believing. In your mercy, forgive us.
Lord, hear us and help us.
We have lived for this world alone, and doubted our home in heaven. In your mercy, forgive us.
Lord, hear us and help us.
May the God of all healing and forgiveness draw us to Godself, and cleanse us from all our sins
that we may behold the glory of the ☩ Son, the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
THE PEACE

Let us greet our sisters and brothers in the name of Christ!
Christ is our peace. He has reconciled us to God in one body through the cross.
We meet in his name and share his peace. The peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you!

The Liturgy of the Sacrament
God feeds us with the risen Christ’s presence!

The congregation stands to welcome the risen and ascended Christ!
PREPARATION OF THE TABLE
Come to Christ’s banquet, feast on God’s gift of grace! Amen.
LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT
The Lord be with you! And also with you!
Open up your hearts! We open them up to the Lord!
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God! It is right to give God thanks and praise!
In thanksgiving for Your patient grace and mercy in liberating us from oppression we praise you singing:
SANCTUS
WOV pg. 617a
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might:
Heaven and earth are full, full of Your glory. Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.
Father, we give You thanks and praise through Your beloved Son Jesus Christ, Your living Word, through
whom You have created all things; who was sent by You in Your great goodness to be our Savior.
By the power of the Holy Spirit, he took flesh; as Your Son, born of the blessed Virgin, he lived on earth and
went about among us; he opened wide his arms for us on the cross; he put an end to death by dying to save
us from ourselves; and revealed the resurrection by rising to new life; so he fulfilled Your will and won for You a
holy people.
Lord, You are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; grant that by the power of Your Holy Spirit, and according
to Your holy will, ☩ these gifts of bread and wine may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took bread and gave You thanks; he broke it and gave it to his
disciples, saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me. In the same
way, after supper he took the cup and gave You thanks; he gave it to them, saying: Drink this, all of you; this is
my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often
as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
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Praise to you, Lord Jesus:
Dying you destroyed death, rising you restored our life. Lord Jesus, come in glory.
As we offer You this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, we bring before You this bread and this cup and
we thank You for counting us worthy to stand in Your presence and serve You. Send the Holy Spirit on Your
people and gather into one in Your kingdom all who share this one bread and one cup, so that we, in the
company of all the saints, may praise and glorify You forever, through Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom, and
with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory be Yours, almighty Father, for ever
and ever. Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are
Yours, now and forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The bread which we break is a sharing of the body of Christ.
We being many are one body, for we all share in the one bread.
Jesus Christ is the Lamb of God, who has taken away the sins of the world. Happy are all called to his supper.
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word and I shall be healed.
Behold who you are! Become what you receive! Thanks be to God!
The congregation is seated
THE EUCHARIST
Communion kits w/wafer & grape juice are our method of receiving the Eucharist from the silver trays
A gluten-free alternative is available from the Assisting Minister.
Believing in the real presence of Christ, Grace Ministries practices open-table, Eucharistic hospitality.
All people , baptized or not, are welcomed to The Meal.
Those who do not wish to commune may come forward for a blessing signified by crossed arms.
POST EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Let us pray; Merciful Father, You gave Your Son Jesus Christ to be the good shepherd, and in his love for
us to lay down his life and rise again: keep us always under his protection, and give us grace to follow in his
steps; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen!
Almighty God, we thank You for feeding us with the body and blood of Your Son, Jesus the Christ!
Through him we offer You our souls and our bodies as a living sacrifice. Send us out in the power of
your Spirit to live and work to Your praise and glory! Amen!

The Sending
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The congregation stands
BLESSING
SENDING HYMN
DISMISSAL

God, the Author of life, Christ, the living Cornerstone,
and the life-giving Spirit of adoption, ☩ bless us now and forever. Amen.
Praise the Lord, rise up rejoicing
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Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Tell what God has done. Thanks be to God!

From Sundays and Seasons.com, Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #28372. CCLI copyright/streaming license #11574665, Prayer of Approach, Collect, Preparation of the Table, Affirmation of Faith,
Liturgy of the Sacrament, Post Eucharistic Prayer per Common Worship, www.churchofengland.org,

*Scripture translations are in the public domain and sourced through http://www.biblegateway.com
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IN OUR PRAYERS THIS DAY: Bob Ekstrand, Liesl Voosen Fields, Karleen Habin, Karen Carlson, David
Toombs, David Naugle, Greg & Sandy Linberg, Bob MacMillan, Dottie Hultin, Steve & Helen Trilligan, Sandy
Erickson, Gordon Dubois, Lindsey Dawes, Debra Lindberg, Sue McKewen, Steve and Carron Mentzer, Carita,
Andy, Julianna Badigian, Bill Erven

“Good Neighbor” Support Team donations to help our Afghanistan Family
A GENEROUS GRACE DONOR HAS GIVEN AN INITIAL $10,000 TO THE ACCOUNT
ESTABLISHED THROUGH BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN FOR SUPPORT OF THE FAMILY.
THE SAME DONOR WILL GIVE ANOTHER $10,000 BUT IT MUST BE MATCHED 1-1!
PLEASE MAKE OUT CHECKS TO BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN, MEMO LINE > Afghanistan Refugee Family

Walk for the Homeless
Sunday, May 14th - 1 PM Registration, 2 PM Walk from Elm Park in Worcester
JOIN OUR TEAM AND DONATE!

https://www.classy.org/team/424312

****************************************************************************************************************

WEEKLY SCHEDULE (excluding holidays)
,MONDAYS – THURSDAYS 9 AM - 3 PM General Office Hours - Main Offices @ Bethel
SUNDAYS
8 AM Worship in the Nave - Bethel
8:45 AM Worship in the Nave – Zion
9 AM In-Person Sunday School – Bethel
9:40 AM Coffee Hour in the Palmer Room - Zion
10:15 AM Worship in the Nave – Bethel
11:20 AM Coffee Hour in Voosen Hall - Bethel
TUESDAYS
2:30-4 PM Pastoral Public Office Hours – Auburn Starbucks
7 PM – Adult Forum – via Zoom
WEDNESDAYS
NOON Grace Café - Zion
5:30 PM Worship in the Nave – Bethel
6:30 PM – Choir Rehearsal @ Bethel
THURSDAYS
2:30-4 PM Pastoral Public Office Hours - The Bean Counter, Grove Street, Worcester
5:30 PM – Bell Choir Rehearsal @ Bethel
7 PM – In-Person Confirmation
nd
2 Week – Emanuel, Greenwood Street
4th Week - Bethel
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Grace Ministries is like an inn for anyone looking for a place to relax. A united religious community
embodying:





environments in which people are free to search for what faith following The Way of Jesus can mean
for them today;
congregations that give space to 'own' ways of believing, stimulating uninhibited reading of bible
stories, teaching that works to help each of us uncover and reveal the Essence of Grace and Mercy
that are God;
communities of the faithful that are open and affirming of all people looking for spirituality and the
meaning of religion in our culture and society, providing opportunities for ways of living in service with
creation through the engagement and expression of one’s talents and gifts.

Food Insecure
Jesus blessed, broke bread and fish and fed 5,000.

The Central MA Conference of the New England Synod of the
ELCA will build meals to feed more than 18,000 to help reduce food
insecurity within our communities.
WHEN: Saturday, September 10th @ 1PM
WHERE: Emanuel Lutheran Church, Worcester, MA
Won’t you help support this effort; paying-forward the Grace we have all been shown?

RSVP/DONATE: emanuellutheran@aol.com or 508-756-6620
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Yoked Communities of faith & service
MISSION STATEMENT
"To boldly share God's Love and Grace universally in and through our communities."
VISION STATEMENT
Modeling the welcoming nature of God, we are humbly called and driven by the Spirit to witness, engage and
walk with each other authentically, as Jesus’ hands and feet, providing spiritual,
emotional and physical nourishment.
Through evolving partnerships with ecumenical and other social service organizations we affirm justice and
wholeness under the “agency of Grace” that feed the needs and hope of all.

The Rev. Andrew H. Borden, Pastor
pastor_andrew.b@verizon.net

Ann Spinner, Parish Administrator
bethelauburn@verizon.net
Main Office: 508-832-3427

Kate Valleli – Christian Education Coordinator
Shannon Papandrea, Sexton
Garret Peters - Treasurer
Tom Houston – Licensed Lay Minister
Louisa Klaven, AIM – Licensed Lay Minister
Randy Bloom, – Minister of Music Lois Toeppner, Deacon – Minister of Music Emeritus
Co-Council
President – Joan Parker (B)
Co-Vice-Presidents – Jennifer Courtney (Z), Dave Valleli (B)
Council – Cheyenne Courtney (Z), Preston Sturdevant (B), Ruth Thompson (B), Jessica Caminero (B), Theresa Toombs (Z),
Dana Boilard (Z), Bev Sampson (B) , Roberta Briggs (B), Don Leombruno (Z), Heather Connors (B),
Leanne Carraher (B), Marie Sturdevant (B), Adam Hanks (B)

Worcester Campus

- Zion Lutheran

41 Whitmarsh Avenue, 01606
The-Community-of-Zion-Lutheran-Worcester.org
Financial Secretaries – Ann Spinner/Kate Valleli

Auburn Campus

- Bethel Lutheran

90 Bryn Mawr Avenue, 01501
BethelAuburnELCA.org
Bell Director – Adam Hanks
Financial Secretary – Russell Harris

RECONCILING IN CHRIST
Wednesdays, Zion Lutheran @ Noon
Free Meals, those 50+
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