
pg. 1 
 

  
 

Yoked communities of faith and service 
   

Love is spoken here! Be the living Eucharist! 
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All are welcome here! 
These churches and altars belong to God, and not to us. All people are welcome to participate in every aspect 
of our worship, including our open table for the Eucharist. We are honored by your presence this day and hope 
you find peace and refreshment as we celebrate the extravagant love of God, as followers of the Way of Jesus. 

There is a place for you, here! 
 

The Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us in community as people of the Way. 

 

PRELUDE                Pie Jesu                                               soloist: Greta Koning 
  

The congregation stands 
 
 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 
In the ☩ name of the One, our triune God, who makes a way in the wilderness, walks with us, guiding us in our 
pilgrimage along the Way of the Son, Jesus the Christ. Amen. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy One, we confess that we have wandered far from You: we have not trusted Your promises, we 
have ignored Your prophets in our own day, we have squandered our inheritance of Grace, we have 
failed to recognize You in our midst. 

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.   Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

Forgive us and turn us again to You. Teach us to follow in Your ways, assure us again of Your love, 
and help us to love our neighbor. Amen. 

Beloved in Christ, the Word draws near to us, and all who call out to God shall be saved. In Jesus, God comes 
to us again and again and gathers us under wings of love. In ☩ Jesus’ name, our sins are forgiven. God 
journeys with us and teaches us how to live in love. Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN                                In the cross of Christ I glory                                                    ELW 324 
 

PRAYER OF APPROACH           The Lord be with you. And also with you! 
 

Let us pray; Almighty and everlasting God, You hate nothing that You have made and forgive the sins of all 
those who are penitent: create and make in us new and contrite hearts that we, worthily lamenting our sins 
and acknowledging our wretchedness, may receive from You, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and 
forgiveness; through Jesus Christ Your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with You, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen!  
 

The congregation is seated 

The Liturgy of the Word 
God speaks to us in poetry, creative writing, scripture, preaching & song. 

                               

A READING FROM HEBREW SCRIPTURE (Tanakh): Isaiah 58:1-12                          God’s Word Translation* 
Shortly after the return of Israel from exile in Babylon, the people were troubled by the ineffectiveness of their 
fasts. God reminds them that outward observance is no substitute for genuine fasting that results in acts of 
justice, such as feeding the hungry, sheltering the homeless, and clothing the naked. Sincere repentance will 
lead to a dramatic improvement of their condition. 
 

Cry aloud! Don’t hold back! Raise your voice like a ram’s horn. Tell my people about their rebellion and the 
descendants of Jacob about their sins. 
2 They look for me every day and want to know my ways. They act as if they were a nation that has done what 
is right and as if they haven’t disregarded God’s judgment on them. 

They ask me for just decrees. They want God to be near them. 
3 Why have we fasted if you are not aware of it? Why have we inflicted pain on ourselves if you don’t pay 
attention? Don’t you see that on the days you fast, you do what you want to do? You mistreat all your workers. 
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4 Don’t you see that when you fast, you quarrel and fight and beat your workers? The way you fast today keeps 
you from being heard in heaven. 
5 Is this the kind of fasting I have chosen? Should people humble themselves for only a day? 

Is fasting just bowing your head like a cattail and making your bed from sackcloth and ashes? Is this what you 
call fasting? Is this an acceptable day to the LORD? 
6 This is the kind of fasting I have chosen: Loosen the chains of wickedness, untie the straps of the yoke, let 
the oppressed go free, and break every yoke. 7 Share your food with the hungry, take the poor and homeless 
into your house, and cover them with clothes when you see them naked. Don’t refuse to help your relatives. 
8 Then your light will break through like the dawn, and you will heal quickly. Your righteousness will go ahead of 
you, and the glory of the LORD will guard you from behind. 
9 Then you will call, and the LORD will answer. You will cry for help, and [the Lord] will say, “Here I am!” 

Get rid of that yoke. Don’t point your finger and say wicked things. 
10 If you give some of your own food to feed those who are hungry and to satisfy the needs of those who are 
humble, then your light will rise in the dark, and your darkness will become as bright as the noonday sun. 
11 The LORD will continually guide you and satisfy you even in sun-baked places. [The Lord] will strengthen 
your bones. You will become like a watered garden and like a spring whose water does not stop flowing. 
12 Your people will rebuild the ancient ruins and restore the foundations of past generations. You will be called 
the Rebuilder of Broken Walls and the Restorer of Streets Where People Live. 

Response   Let everyone listen to what the Spirit is saying: Word of God, Word of Life! Thanks be to God! 

ANTHEM                                                                  sd;flk 
 

PSALM 51:1-17                                       read responsively 
1Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your steadfast love; 

in Your great compassion blot out my offenses. 
2Wash me through and through from my wickedness, and cleanse me from my sin. 
3For I know my offenses, and my sin is ever before me. 
4Against You only have I sinned and done what is evil in Your sight; 

so You are justified when You speak and right in Your judgment. 
5Indeed, I was born [into a world in which evil and wickedness have made a home]. 
6Indeed, You delight in truth deep within me, and would have me know wisdom deep within. 
7Remove my sins with [a medicinal herb], and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be purer than snow. 
8Let me hear joy and gladness; that the [this broken body] may rejoice. 
9Hide Your face from my sins, and blot out  all my wickedness. 
10Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
11Cast me not away from Your presence, and take not Your Holy Spirit from me. 
12Restore to me the joy of Your salvation and sustain me with Your bountiful Spirit. 
13Let me teach Your ways to offenders, and sinners shall be restored to You. 
14Rescue me from bloodshed, O God of my salvation, and my tongue shall sing of Your righteousness. 
15O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall proclaim Your praise. 
16For You take no delight in sacrifice, or I would give it. You are not pleased with burnt offering. 
17The sacrifice of God is a [discerning] spirit; [something] You will not despise.  
 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                                                                 ELW pg. 151 
The assembly stands to welcome Jesus, the living Word, in song. 
 

Return to the Lord, your God, who is gracious and merciful, slow to anger,  
and abounding in steadfast love. 

 
 

Preface   Hear the Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew!  Glory to you, O Lord! 
 

 
A READING FROM THE GOSPELS: Matthew 6: 3, 6, 17, 19-21                                               Scholar’s Edition 
“When you give to charity, don’t let your left hand know what your right hand is doing. When you pray, go into a 
room by yourself and shut the door behind you. When you fast, comb your hair and wash your face. 
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Don’t acquire possessions here on earth, where moth or insect eats away and where robbers break in and 
steal. Instead, gather your nest egg in heaven, where neither moth nor insect eats away and where no robbers 
break in or steal. As you know, what you treasure is your heart’s true measure.” 

Response   The Gospel of our Lord! Praise to you, O Christ! 

COLLECT                    
Let us pray; Holy God, our lives are laid open before You: rescue us from the chaos of sin and through the 
death of Your Son bring us healing and make us whole in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen! 
 

The congregation is seated 
 
 

MESSAGE                                                                                                                       Pastor Andrew 
 

The congregation stands 
 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                                 Holy God, Holy and Glorious                                                 ELW 637              
 

The congregation is seated 
 

PRAYER LITANY                   
 

Remember, loving God, what You have wrought in us, and not what we deserve. 
            Lord Jesus, think on me. 
As Your Son has asked us to take up our own cross and follow, let us neither be timid nor rash disciples.            
            Lord Jesus think on me. 
As You have asked us to truly love each other, deliver us from shallow sentiment and pretentious piety. 
            Lord Jesus think on me. 
As You have called us to be ambassadors of reconciliation, make us worthy of that calling. 
            Lord Jesus think on me.  
That the poor and the meek may inherit both earth and heaven, and the merciful obtain much mercy. 
            Lord Jesus think on me. 
That the peacemakers may live as children of God, and those who are persecuted may rejoice and be glad; 
            Lord Jesus think on me. 
That those who hunger and thirst may be satisfied and the pure may come to see God. 
            Lord Jesus think on me. 
Remember, loving God, what You have created in us, and not what we deserve. Through Christ Jesus our 
Lord. Amen. 
 

BELL ANTHEM                                                Be Thou my vision                                                       Joel Raney 
 

IMPOSITION OF ASHES 
Our ancestors in the faith used ashes as a sign of our repentance, a symbol of the uncertainty and fragility of 
human life. Like them, we have tasted the ashes of hopelessness; we have walked through the ashes of our 
loss and pain; we have stood knee-deep in the ashes of our brokenness.  

Let us pray: God of our lives, out of the dust of creation You have formed us and given us life. May these 
ashes not only be a sign of our repentance and death, but reminders that by Your gift of grace in Jesus Christ, 
our Redeemer, we are granted life forever with You and the strength to overcome life’s challenges. Amen. 
 

IMPOSITION CYCLICAL HYMN                         Holy, holy, holy                                              ELW 473 
 

People may come forward in single file down the center aisle to receive the ashes via Q-tip application from Pastor 
 

Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return, but Christ will give you abundant life. Amen. 
 

The people return to their seats. 
 
 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
God feeds us with the risen & ascended Christ’s presence! 

 

The congregation stands to welcome the risen and ascended Christ! 
 

PREPARATION OF THE TABLE 

Wise and gracious God, You spread a table before us; nourish Your people with the word of life and the bread 
of heaven. Amen. 
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LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 

The Lord be with you! And also with you!          Open up your hearts! We open them up to the Lord! 

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God! It is right to give God thanks and praise! 

Father, we give You thanks and praise through Your beloved Son Jesus Christ, Your living Word, through 
whom You have created all things; who was sent by You in Your great goodness to be our Savior. By the 
power of the Holy Spirit, he took flesh; as Your Son, born of the blessed Virgin, he lived on earth and went 
about among us; he opened wide his arms for us on the cross; he put an end to death by dying for us; and 
revealed the resurrection by rising to new life; so he fulfilled Your will and won for You a holy people. 
Therefore, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we proclaim Your great and 
glorious name, forever praising you and singing: 

SANCTUS                         ELW pg. 207 
Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord, God of pow-er and might, 

heav’n and earth are full of your glo-ry. Ho-san-na in the high-est. 
Bless-ed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high-est, ho-san-na in the high-est. 

 

Lord, You are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; grant that by the power of Your Holy Spirit, and according 
to Your holy will, these gifts of bread and wine may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; who, 
in the same night that he was betrayed, took bread and gave You thanks; he broke it and gave it to his 
disciples, saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me. In the same 
way, after supper he took the cup and gave You thanks; he gave it to them, saying: Drink this, all of you; this is 
my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often 
as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus:  

Dying you destroyed death, rising you restored our life. Lord Jesus, come in glory. 

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole 
world; rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, and looking for his coming in glory, we 
celebrate this memorial of our redemption. As we offer You this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, we 
bring before You this bread and this cup and we thank You for counting us worthy to stand in Your presence 
and serve you. 

Send the Holy Spirit on Your people and gather into one in your kingdom all who share this ☩ one bread and 
one cup, so that we, in the company of all the saints, may praise and glorify You forever, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord; by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory be Yours, 
almighty Father, forever and ever. Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
Yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
We all eat of this bread to share in the one body of Christ. 

We being many are one body, for we all share in the one bread. 
God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people:  

Jesus Christ is holy! Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father! Amen! 
 

The congregation is seated 
 
 

AGNUS DEI (Lamb of God)                                                                                                                 ELW pg. 208 
 

REFRAIN - O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; 
 

1) you suffered death our lives to save; have mercy now, we pray. 
2) you set us free from guilt and grace; have mercy now, we pray. 
3) eternal peace with God you made; give us your peace, we pray. 
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THE EUCHARIST 
      

Communion kits w/wafer & grape juice are our method of receiving the Eucharist from the silver trays 
A gluten-free alternative is available from the Assisting Minister. 

Believing in the real presence of Christ, Grace Ministries practices open-table, Eucharistic hospitality.  
All people , baptized or not, are welcomed to The Meal. 

Those who do not wish to commune may come forward for a blessing signified by crossed arms. 
 

COMMUNION HYMN                   ELW 608 
 

POST EUCHARISTIC PRAYER        
Let us pray; Almighty God, You have given Your only Son to be for us both a sacrifice for sin and also an 
example of godly life: give us grace that we may always most thankfully receive these his inestimable gifts, 
and also daily endeavor to follow the blessed steps of his most holy life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen! 

The Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

The congregation stands 
 
 

BLESSING                
We are children of God, anointed with the oil of gladness and strengthened for the journey.  

Almighty God, majestic and mighty, ☩ bless us this day and always. Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN                     Beneath the cross of Jesus                                                    ELW 338                  
 
     

DISMISSAL     
Go in peace into the world, Jesus meets us on the Way! Thanks be to God! 

 

POSTLUDE                         
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com, Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #28372. CCLI copyright/streaming license #11574665, Prayer of Approach, Collect, Preparation of the Table, Affirmation of Faith, 
Liturgy of the Sacrament, Post Eucharistic Prayer per Common Worship, www.churchofengland.org, 

*Scripture translations are in the public domain and sourced through http://www.biblegateway.com 
 
 
 

IN OUR PRAYERS THIS DAY: Bob Ekstrand, Liesl Voosen Fields, Karleen Habin, Karen Carlson, David 
Toombs, Howie Evers, Jim Mooney, David Naugle, Greg & Sandy Linberg, Gary & Kay Lemerise, Bob 
MacMillan, Dottie Hultin, Peter DePierri, Steve & Helen Trilligan, Sandy Erickson, Gordon Dubois, Lindsey 
Dawes, Debra Lindberg, Sue McKewen, Jane Johnston, Marie Hight 
 
 

“Good Neighbor” Support Team donations to help our Afghanistan Family 
 
 

WE HAVE A MATCH CHALLENGE!!! 

A GENEROUS GRACE DONOR HAS GIVEN AN INITIAL $10,000 TO THE ACCOUNT 
ESTABLISHED THROUGH BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN FOR SUPPORT OF THE FAMILY. 

THE SAME DONOR WILL GIVE ANOTHER $10,000 BUT IT MUST BE MATCHED 1-1! 

PLEASE MAKE OUT CHECKS TO BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN, MEMO LINE > Afghanistan 
Refugee Family 

NOTE: We are NOT using the former QR code or web-link as that money is held in an 
Ascentria Account and is difficult to access for support of the family. 

********** 
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WEEKLY SCHEDULE (excluding holidays) 
 
 
 

General Office Hours, MONDAYS – THURSDAYS 9 AM - 3 PM - Main Offices @ Bethel 
 
 

SUNDAYS - MASKS ARE REQUIRED 
 

8 AM Worship in the Nave - Bethel 
8:45 AM Worship in the Nave - Zion,  

9 AM In-Person Sunday School - Bethel 
10:15 AM Worship in the Nave – Bethel 

TUESDAYS 
 

2:30-4 PM Pastoral Public Office Hours – The Bean Counter, Auburn Starbucks 
7 PM – Adult Forum – via Zoom 

 

WEDNESDAYS IN LENT - MASKS ARE REQUIRED 
 

NOON Grace Café - Zion 
5:30 PM Potluck Meal/Discussion – Bethel 

6:30 PM Worship in the Nave – Bethel 
7:30 PM – Choir Rehearsal @ Bethel 

 
 

THURSDAYS 
 

2:30-4 PM Pastoral Public Office Hours - The Bean Counter, Grove Street, Worcester 
5:30 PM – Bell Choir Rehearsal @ Bethel 

7 PM – In-Person Confirmation 
2nd Week – Emanuel, Greenwood Street          4th Week - Bethel 

 

 

 
 

Grace Ministries is like an inn for anyone looking for a place to relax. A united religious community 
embodying: 

 environments in which people are free to search for what faith following The Way of Jesus can mean 
for them today; 

 congregations that give space to 'own' ways of believing, stimulating uninhibited reading of bible 
stories, teaching that works to help each of us uncover and reveal the Essence of Grace and Mercy 
that are God; 

 communities of the faithful that are open and affirming of all people looking for spirituality and the 
meaning of religion in our culture and society, providing opportunities for ways of living in service with 
creation through the engagement and expression of one’s talents and gifts. 
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  Yoked Communities of faith & service   

MISSION STATEMENT 
"To boldly share God's Love and Grace universally in and through our communities." 

 
 

VISION STATEMENT 
Modeling the welcoming nature of God, we are humbly called and driven by the Spirit to witness, engage and 

walk with each other authentically, as Jesus’ hands and feet, providing spiritual,  
emotional and physical nourishment. 

 

Through evolving partnerships with ecumenical and other social service organizations we affirm justice and 
wholeness under the “agency of Grace” that feed the needs and hope of all. 

The Rev. Andrew H. Borden, Pastor 
pastor_andrew.b@verizon.net 

 

Ann Spinner, Parish Administrator  
bethelauburn@verizon.net 
Main Office: 508-832-3427 

 

Kate Valleli – Christian Education Coordinator 
 

                                   Shannon Papandrea, Sexton                           Garret Peters - Treasurer 
 

                            Tom Houston – Licensed Lay Minister      Louisa Klaven, AIM – Licensed Lay Minister   

                                        TBA - Principal Organist/Choral Director            Karen Couturier – Organist 
 

Lois Toeppner, Deacon - Associate Organist/Choral Director 
 

Co-Council 
 

President – Joan Parker (B)      Co-Vice-Presidents – Jennifer Courtney (Z), Dave Valleli (B) 
                             

Council – Cheyenne Courtney (Z), Preston Sturdevant (B), Ruth Thompson (B), Jessica Caminero (B), Theresa Toombs (Z),  
Dana Boilard (Z), Bev Sampson (B) , Roberta Briggs (B), Don Leombruno (Z), Heather Connors (B), 

Leanne Carraher (B), Marie Sturdevant (B) 
 
 

Worcester Campus - Zion Lutheran   Auburn Campus - Bethel Lutheran 
                                              41 Whitmarsh Avenue, 01606                           90 Bryn Mawr Avenue, 01501                                                        

                           The-Community-of-Zion-Lutheran-Worcester.org                BethelAuburnELCA.org 
 

                                                                                                                           Bell Director – Adam Hanks 
                             Financial Secretaries – Ann Spinner/Kate Valleli        Financial Secretary – Russell Harris 
 
 
 
 

                                     
 
 
 
 

        RECONCILING IN CHRIST                       

                                                                                      Wednesdays, Zion Lutheran @ Noon 
                                                                                      Free Meals, those 50+   

 


