Yoked communities of faith and service
Love is spoken here! Be the living Eucharist!

Baptism of Our Lord
January 9th, 2022
8:45 AM Zion
10:15 AM Bethel
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All are welcome here!
These churches and altars belong to God, and not to us. All people are welcome to participate in every aspect
of our worship, including our open table for the Eucharist. We are honored by your presence this day and hope
you find peace and refreshment as we celebrate the extravagant love of God, as followers of the Way of Jesus.

There is a place for you, here!

The Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us in community as people of the Way.

PRELUDE
The congregation stands
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave us birth, our light and
our salvation. Amen.
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness. Let us give thanks
for the gift of baptism:
We give You thanks, O God, O Living One, for You have created all, and You water the earth abundantly.
Oceans and acquifers praise You. Rivers and streams bless You: The Atlantic Ocean, Lake Quinsigamond, the
Blackstone River, and Lake Manchaug glorify You! All life is sustained by You, our Source!
We praise You for Christ, the firstborn from the dead, who frees us from sin and raises us to new life.
Here at this font we touch the river of the water of life, bright as a crystal, flowing through the city of God. Here,
death is washed away forever. Here we are grafted onto the tree of life, with leaves for the healing of the world!
Continue pouring out Your Holy Spirit upon these assemblies of Grace and throughout all creation, cleansing
us from our fears and drowning out all divisions.
Grant that all may drink of Your mercy and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever! Amen!
KYRIE ELEISON (Lord, have mercy)
Larry Olson (from: Worship and Praise)
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way. Kyrie eleison, every day. REFRAIN
1) For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; For this holy house, for
all who worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.
2) That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor; that we may live
out truth and justice and grace, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.
3) For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family; for life and for love, for
our work and our play, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.
4) For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word; that you nourish
our souls with your body and blood, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.
PRAYER OF APPROACH
The Lord be with you. And also with you!
Let us pray; Eternal Father, who at the baptism of Jesus revealed him to be Your Son, anointing him with
the Holy Spirit: grant to us, who are born again by water and the Spirit, that we may be faithful to our calling
as Your adopted children; through Jesus Christ Your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with You, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen!
The congregation is seated

The Liturgy of the Word
God speaks to us in poetry, creative writing, scripture, preaching & song.

A READING FROM HEBREW SCRIPTURE (Tanakh): Isaiah 43:1-7
The Message*
Near the end of Israel’s exile in Babylon, God promises to bring the people home. They need no longer be
afraid, because the one who formed, created, and called them by name now redeems them from all their
enemies. God declares them precious and honored, and God loves them.
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But now, GOD’s Message, [from the One] who made you in the first place, Jacob, the One who got you
started, Israel: “Don’t be afraid, I’ve redeemed you. I’ve called your name. You’re mine. When you’re in over
your head, I’ll be there with you. When you’re in rough waters, you will not go down. When you’re between a
rock and a hard place, it won’t be a dead end—Because I am GOD, The Holy of Israel, your Savior. I paid a
huge price for you: all of Egypt, with rich Cush and Seba thrown in! That’s how much you mean to me!
That’s how much I love you! I’d sell off the whole world to get you back, trade the creation just for you.
5-7

“So don’t be afraid: I’m with you. I’ll round up all your scattered children, pull them in from east and west. I’ll
send orders north and south: ‘Send them back. Return my sons from distant lands, my daughters from faraway
places. I want them back, every last one who bears my name, every man, woman, and child Whom I created
for my glory, yes, personally formed and made each one.’”
Response Let everyone listen to what the Spirit is saying: Word of God, Word of Life! Thanks be to God!
PSALM 46
read responsively
God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in times of trouble.
2
That is why we are not afraid even when the earth quakes
or the mountains topple into the depths of the sea.
3
Water roars and foams, and mountains shake at the surging waves.
4
There is a river whose streams bring joy to the city of God, the holy place where the Most High lives.
5
God is in that city. It cannot fall. God will help it at the break of dawn.
6
Nations are in turmoil, and kingdoms topple. The earth melts at the sound of God’s voice.
7
The LORD of Armies is with us. The God of Jacob is our stronghold.
8
Come, see the works of the LORD, the [reformation] brought to the earth.
9
[The Lord] puts an end to wars all over the earth, breaks an archer’s bow,
cuts spears in two [and] burns chariots.
10
Let go of your concerns! Then you will know that I am God. I rule the nations. I rule the earth.
11
The LORD of Armies is with us. The God of Jacob is our stronghold.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
The congregation stands to welcome Jesus, the living Word, in song.
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Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.
Preface Hear the Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke! Glory to you, O Lord!
A READING FROM THE GOSPELS: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
God’s Word Translation*
15
People’s hopes were rising as they all wondered whether John was the Messiah. 16 John replied to all of
them, “I baptize you with water. But the one who is more powerful than I is coming. I am not worthy to untie his
sandal straps. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing shovel [to sift chaff from grain]
is in his hand to clean up his threshing floor. He will gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn the husks in
a fire that can never be put out.”
21
When all the people were baptized, Jesus, too, was baptized. While he was praying, heaven opened, 22 and
the Holy Spirit came down to him in the form of a dove. A voice from heaven said, “You are my Son, whom I
love. I am pleased with you.”
Response The Gospel of our Lord! Praise to you, O Christ!
COLLECT
Let us pray; Heavenly Father, at the Jordan You revealed Jesus as Your Son: may we recognize him as our
Lord and know ourselves to be Your beloved children; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen!
The congregation is seated
MESSAGE

Pastor Andrew

The congregation stands
HYMN OF THE DAY
The congregation is seated
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You are mine
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray for the church, the world,
and all that God has made.
A brief silence.
By the Holy Spirit, You gather Your church and send it out in mission to share the good news of Jesus. Inspire
Your faithful people to be fervent in prayer and service, that all people know they are precious in God’s sight.
God of grace,
Holy One, hear our prayer.
You reveal Your love and power through water and the Spirit. Guard rivers, seas, and all bodies of water from
destruction and pollution. Secure access to clean water for all, and protect the land from drought and flood.
God of grace,
Holy One, hear our prayer.
Establish among the nations the blessings of peace. Raise up leaders who will protect vulnerable people in
their care. Strengthen advocates who risk reputation or retaliation for the sake of mercy and justice. God of
grace,
Holy One, hear our prayer.
You protect us through the fires and troubled waters of this life. Assure us that we will not be cut off from You
by illness or despair, anxiety or pain, confusion or weakness. Comfort all who are in need (especially). God of
grace,
Holy One, hear our prayer.
We are joined in baptism to Christ and to one another. Bless those who are newly baptized and those who are
preparing for baptism. Help us to be faithful in fellowship, worship, evangelism, service, and justice-seeking.
God of grace,
Holy One, hear our prayer.
You created each of Your saints for Your glory. We give thanks for those You have called by name into Your
eternal embrace (especially). Comfort us in grief and release us from fear. God of grace,
Holy One, hear our prayer.
Since we have such great hope in Your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our prayers to You in
confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
The congregation stands
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION
Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates and forms us, who redeems us and calls us, who unites
us and sends us. Amen.
Gathered here in God’s presence, let us confess that ways that we have separated ourselves from God in sin:
Silence is kept for reflection

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against You and Your beloved children.
We have turned our faces away from Your glory when it did not appear as we expected.
We have rejected Your word when it made us confront ourselves.
We have failed to show hospitality to those You called us to welcome.
Accept our repentance for the things we have done and the things we have left undone.
For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us and lead us, that we may bathe in the glory
of Your Son born among us, and reflect Your love for all creation. Amen!
Rejoice in this good news: In ☩ Christ Jesus, our sins are forgiven. We are descendants of the Most High,
adopted into the household of Christ, and inheritors of eternal life. Let us all live as freed and forgiven children
of God. Amen.
THE PEACE
Maintaining physical-distancing, wave to your sisters and brothers in Christ!
‘Where two or three are gathered in my name,’ says the Lord, ‘there am I in the midst of them.’
The peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you!
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament
God feeds us with the risen & ascended Christ’s presence!

PREPARATION OF THE TABLE
God so loved the world that the only begotten Son was given, that whosoever believes in him should not
perish but have eternal life. Amen.
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
The Lord be with you! And also with you!
Open up your hearts! We open them up to the Lord!
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God! It is right to give God thanks and praise!
It is indeed right, it is our duty and our joy that we should always sing of Your glory, holy Father, almighty and
eternal God, through Jesus Christ Your Son our Lord.
For You are the hope of the nations, the builder of the city that is to come. Your love made visible in Jesus
Christ brings home the lost, restores the sinner and gives dignity to the despised.
In Jesus’ face Your light shines out, flooding lives with goodness and truth, gathering into one kingdom a
divided and broken humanity.
Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we proclaim Your great and
glorious name, forever praising you and singing:
SANCTUS
WOV pg. 617a
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might, holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might:
Heaven and earth are full, full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.
Accept our praises, heavenly Father, through Your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and as we follow his example
and obey his command, grant that by the power of Your Holy Spirit these gifts of bread and wine may be to us
☩ his body and his blood; who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took bread and gave You thanks; he
broke it and gave it to his disciples saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in
remembrance of me.
To You be glory and praise forever.
In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave You thanks; he gave it to them saying: Drink this, all of
you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do
this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
To You be glory and praise forever.
Therefore, heavenly Father, we remember his offering of himself made once for all upon the cross; we
proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; we look for the coming of Your kingdom, and with this
bread and this cup we make the memorial of Christ Your Son our Lord. Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died: Christ is risen: Christ will come again!
Pour out the Spirit of Your love, O Lord, and unite us in this gift of new life. Accept through Christ, our great
high priest, this our sacrifice of praise, and as we eat and drink these holy gifts in the presence of Your divine
majesty, renew us with Your love and unite us in the body of Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
To You be glory and praise forever.
Through him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, with all who stand before You in earth
and heaven, we worship You, Father almighty, in songs of everlasting praise:
Blessing and honor and glory and power be Yours forever and ever. Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are
Yours, now and forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The bread which we break is a sharing of the body of Christ.
We being many are one body, for we all share in the one bread.
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Jesus Christ is the Lamb of God, who has taken away the sins of the world. Happy are all called to his supper.
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word and I shall be healed.
Behold who you are! Become what you receive! Thanks be to God!
The congregation is seated
AGNUS DEI (Lamb of God)
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THE EUCHARIST
Communion kits w/wafer & grape juice are our method of receiving the Eucharist from the silver trays
A gluten-free alternative is available from the Assisting Minister
Believing in the real presence of Christ, Grace Ministries practices open-table, Eucharistic hospitality.
All people , baptized or not, are welcomed to The Meal.
Those who do not wish to commune may come forward for a blessing signified by crossed arms.
COMMUNION HYMN
ELW 396
POST EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Let us pray; Lord of all time and eternity, You opened the heavens and revealed Yourself as Father in the
baptism of Jesus Your beloved Son: by the power of Your Spirit complete the heavenly work of our rebirth
through the waters of the new creation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen!

The Sending
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The congregation stands
BLESSING
God, who leads us in pathways of righteousness, who rejoices over us,
and who calls us by name, ☩ bless our going out and our coming in, today and forever. Amen.
SENDING HYMN

Remember and rejoice

ELW 454

DISMISSAL
Go in peace into the world, needing us to share the Good News of Christ! Thanks be to God!
POSTLUDE
From Sundays and Seasons.com, Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #28372. CCLI copyright/streaming license #11574665, Prayer of Approach, Collect, Preparation of the Table, Liturgy of the Sacrament,
Post Eucharistic Prayer per Common Worship, www.churchofengland.org,

*Scripture translations are in the public domain and sourced through http://www.biblegateway.com
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IN OUR PRAYERS THIS DAY: Bob Ekstrand, Liesl Voosen Fields, Karleen Habin, Karen Carlson, David
Toombs, Howie Evers, Jim Mooney, David Naugle, Greg & Sandy Linberg, Gary & Kay Lemerise, Bob
MacMillan, Dottie Hultin, Peter DePierri, Steve & Helen Trilligan, Sandy Erickson, Gordon Dubois, Lindsey
Dawes, Debra Lindberg, Sue McKewen, Jane Johnston

Grace Ministries is like an inn for anyone looking for a place to relax. A united religious community
embodying:





environments in which people are free to search for what faith following The Way of Jesus can mean
for them today;
congregations that give space to 'own' ways of believing, stimulating uninhibited reading of bible
stories, teaching that works to help each of us uncover and reveal the Essence of Grace and Mercy
that are God;
communities of the faithful that are open and affirming of all people looking for spirituality and the
meaning of religion in our culture and society, providing opportunities for ways of living in service with
creation through the engagement and expression of one’s talents and gifts.

WEEKLY SCHEDULE (excluding holidays)
General Office Hours, MONDAYS – THURSDAYS 9 AM - 3 PM - Main Offices @ Bethel
SUNDAYS
8 AM Worship in the Nave - Bethel
8:45 AM Worship in the Nave - Zion,
9 AM In-Person Sunday School - Bethel
10:15 AM Worship in the Nave – Bethel
MASKS ARE REQUIRED

TUESDAYS
2:30-4 PM Pastoral Public Office Hours – The Bean Counter, Auburn Starbucks
7 PM – Adult Forum – via Zoom
WEDNESDAYS
NOON Grace Café - Zion
5:30 PM Worship in the Nave – Bethel
MASKS ARE REQUIRED

THURSDAYS
2:30-4 PM Pastoral Public Office Hours - The Bean Counter, Grove Street, Worcester
5:30 PM – Bell Choir Rehearsal @ Bethel
7 PM – Choir Rehearsal @ Bethel, Voosen Hall
7 PM – In-Person Confirmation
2nd Week – Emanuel, Greenwood Street
4th Week - Bethel

Neighborhood Support Team donations for resettling Afghanistan refugees.
https://secure.givelively.org//donate/ascentria-care-alliance/help-afghan-families/melany-gronski
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Yoked Communities of faith & service
MISSION STATEMENT
"To boldly share God's Love and Grace universally in and through our communities."
VISION STATEMENT
Modeling the welcoming nature of God, we are humbly called and driven by the Spirit to witness, engage and
walk with each other authentically, as Jesus’ hands and feet, providing spiritual,
emotional and physical nourishment.
Through evolving partnerships with ecumenical and other social service organizations we affirm justice and
wholeness under the “agency of Grace” that feed the needs and hope of all.

The Rev. Andrew H. Borden, Pastor
pastor_andrew.b@verizon.net

Ann Spinner, Parish Administrator
bethelauburn@verizon.net
Main Office: 508-832-3427

Kate Valleli – Christian Education Coordinator
Shannon Papandrea, Sexton
Garret Peters - Treasurer
Tom Houston – Licensed Lay Minister
Louisa Klaven, AIM – Licensed Lay Minister
TBA - Principal Organist/Choral Director
Karen Couturier – Organist
Lois Toeppner, Deacon - Associate Organist/Choral Director
Co-Council
Co-Presidents – Donna Hayes (Z) , Preston Sturdevant (B)
Co-Vice-Presidents – Jennifer Courtney (Z), Dave Valleli (B)
Council – Cheyenne Courtney (Z), Stephanie Harms (Z), Joan Parker (B), Ruth Thompson (B), Theresa Toombs (Z),
Juliano Ruffo (Z) , Bev Sampson (B) , Roberta Briggs (B), Don Leombruno (Z) , Leanne Carraher (B), Marie Sturdevant

Worcester Campus

- Zion Lutheran

41 Whitmarsh Avenue, 01606
The-Community-of-Zion-Lutheran-Worcester.org
Financial Secretaries – Ann Spinner/Kate Valleli

Auburn Campus

- Bethel Lutheran

90 Bryn Mawr Avenue, 01501
BethelAuburnELCA.org
Bell Director – Adam Hanks
Financial Secretary – Russell Harris

RECONCILING IN CHRIST
Wednesdays, Zion Lutheran @ Noon
Free Meals, those 50+
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