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NEWSLETTER DECEMBER 2021                               TIME  SENSITIVE 

 

                                PLEASE DO NOT DELAY 

 
 

Our lives are formed by Word and 

Sacrament, and we gather as the beloved 

children of God around the means of grace 

where our lives are in Christ. 
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Pastor’s Column 

 

LOOKING FORWARD 

“Advent” translates as “arrival”, “coming”, 
“incoming”, essentially the beginning or 
breaking-in of something new. 

For the Afghanistan refugee family we will 
help accompany through the Neighborhood 
Support Team (NST) we’re a part of, their 
coming to Worcester and residing in the 
parsonage at Zion will be an advent of new-
possibilities for life! 

And this breaking-in of possibilities I’m sure 
can’t come too soon for them! Look for details 
from Social Ministry in coming weeks. 

I can’t clearly imagine being a refugee; having 
to leave behind a homeland, family 
connections, and culture in order not to be 
killed off, tortured or imprisoned. It has to be 
somewhat overwhelming. And yet, these 
people coming out of the conflict of their 
homeland, unable to return anytime in the 
near, or perhaps extended, future are 
determined to look-forward! 

We are all called to look-forward through our 
faith. Each Advent cycle of the church year 
provides us opportunities to reconnect and 
consider the “new” beginning humanity 
received, Grace and Mercy breaking in upon 
our world scene with our Creator entering 
human-form in the person history knows as 
Jesus. In this way, the Divine accessed first-
hand what it means as the created to live life 
on earth with its myriad experiences; 
challenges and blessings. 

God for a time gave up the freedom of 
whatever that experience beyond is like to 
become embodied in our form that certainly 
can be frail at times, and certainly deals with 
uncertainties that the granting our race free-
will generates. This is simply astonishing! 

Yet, it occurred once and for all time to not 
only prove our worth in the sight of the Divine, 
and provide for “new” beginnings by way of 
faith every time we crash and burn, then seek 
to move-forward, but in this way confirm the 
Love holding us close and committed for 
renewing us, setting us free from self-imposed 
hardships and burdens; we have been saved 
from ourselves while God has proven that the 
world cannot overcome that which God 
sustains! 

Jesus died, yet was raised; the world’s power 
defeated in revealing the potent nature of faith 
in one’s life for grounding and sustaining 
through any and all things. 

We might not always have patience for church 
when the world seems constantly calling us in 
many directions. But consider the patience of 
God in submitting to our form, with the 
knowledge of the cosmos and insight stirring 
in the mind as an infant until matured enough 
to get around on his own and how that must 
have felt to wait for just the right moment to 
reveal the truth to us! 

The patience our Creator and Lord have for us 
far outweigh any concept we might have. Yet, 
this is exactly the depth of expression through 
Grace and Mercy for us God continues 
inspiring through teachers and preachers 
called to ministry in proclaiming so that we 
might all hear, appreciate and then lean-into in 
order to be released from worry towards 
wholeness and hope! 

Let the light our Savior’s essence provides be 
felt, heard and heeded, becoming as a guide 
for our looking forward in life through faith! 

In Christ’s name ☩, 

Pastor Andrew 
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Burghardt: Churches called 

to be agents of positive 

change 

GENEVA, Switzerland 11/17//2021 

 
In her sermon, Burghardt reflected on the words 
of St Paul's letter to the Romans, urging 
Christians to be “transformed by the renewing of 
your minds, so that you may discern what is the 
will of God.” Photo: LWF/M. Renaux 

During installation service, LWF’s new 
General Secretary calls on churches to 
“walk the talk” for reconciliation.  

(LWI) - The Lutheran World Federation 
(LWF) President Archbishop Dr Panti Filibus 
Musa welcomed colleagues, members and 
friends from across the global communion of 
churches on 17 November for the 
installation of the new General Secretary 
Rev. Anne Burghardt. Speaking to those 
gathered online, as well as in the chapel of 
Geneva’s Ecumenical Center, he prayed 
that God may accompany her ministry as 
the LWF’s 9th General Secretary “so that its 
member churches grow together in 
communion and become ever more faithful 
to [God’s] will.”  

Burghardt was elected by the LWF Council 
in June as the first woman and the first 
person from the Central Eastern European 

region to serve in this leadership position. 
Before taking up her post on 1 November, 
she was working as development director for 
the Estonian Evangelical Lutheran Church’s 
Institute of Theology in Tallinn and advisor 
to her church on ecumenical and 
international relations. The head of the 
Estonian church and LWF vice-president for 
Central Eastern Europe, Archbishop Urmas 
Viilma, together with the vice-president for 
Central Western Europe, Pröpstin Astrid 
Kleist, presided at the installation service 
alongside the LWF president.  

In her sermon, Burghardt reflected on the 
words of St Paul's letter to the Romans, 
urging Christians to be “transformed by the 
renewing of your minds, so that you may 
discern what is the will of God.” Quoting 
from the first of Martin Luther’s 95 theses, 
she said that transformation has to do with 
repentance or metanoia in Greek, the 
changing of minds. Both as individuals and 
as societies at large, she said, we are called 
to repentance for selfishness, disregard for 
the dignity of other human beings, the 
exploitation of God’s creation, indifference 
towards the struggles and sufferings of 
others, as well as greed and the will to 
execute power over others.  

In the midst of a complex world our vocation 
is to discern the will of God. — LWF 
Secretary General Rev. Anne Burghardt 

“Discerning God’s will for us here and 
today,” the new LWF leader continued, 
requires that “we […] listen to one another 
and the other sciences that help us to 
understand how human beings and the 
world around them function.” Emphasizing 
the importance of education, she stressed 
that “the world is not full of simplistic 
answers.” Such answers contribute to 
increasing polarization, she said, whereas 
“our vocation is to discern the will of God” in 
a complex world.  
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Contributing to the building of a more just, 
peaceful and reconciled world, Burghardt 
continued, “remains one of the relevant 
tasks of the church” in a world where “one 
can increasingly observe the push towards 
drawing up clear frontlines.” In today’s 
polarized world, she insisted, “where many 
new trenches are being dug, the churches 
are called to be agents of positive change 
and reconciliation.”   

This commitment to peace, she added, must 
be genuine, authentic and “go hand-in-hand 
with the renewal of our minds.” We need to 
“walk the talk and talk the walk,” she said, 
otherwise “we will fuel cynicism.” For 
Christians, Burghardt said, the source of 
renewal, of true reconciliation and dignity is 
“Jesus Christ who has come to liberate us 
from brokenness and calls us to make the 
new creation visible in the midst of our 
world.”   

LWF/P. Hitchen  

 

 

On Sunday, 12/5 @ 3 PM young people will 
gather at Bethel to gift a family in need 
through Concordia Lutheran in Worcester. 

LIPY-CM has annually been helping shine 
the light of Christ as a hope-bringer through 
providing gifts at Christmas to families on 
the margins. 

Our young people from area Lutheran 
churches will step-up to find/purchase gifts 
at the North Oxford Walmart, then come 
back to Voosen Hall for the “wrap-up”. Pr. 
Andrew delivers all the gifts the following 
week to Concordia so that they may 
distribute them in a timely fashion. 

If you would like to help defray costs, simply 
slip some $s into the collection jugs in each 

narthex 😊 
 

LOOKING FOR A GROUP OF 

LUTHERANS TO MEET WITH 

AND SHARE SOME 

EXPERIENCES AND HAVE FUN? 
 

AS A SHARED MINISTRY WITH 
BETHEL/ZION, WHY NOT GIVE ONE OF THE 

FOLLOWING A TRY? 
 

MEN’S 
GROUP/DOLs 

Christmas 
Caroling 

Men’s Group, DOL’s, 
Choir and anyone else are 

invited to go caroling at the Lutheran 
Healthcare Center on Dec. 14

th
 at 

6:00pm.  We will meet at Bethel to carpool at 
5:30pm.  Or meet us at 6pm at the 
Lutheran.  Mask must be worn. Cost to be 
determined at the door.  Proceeds benefit the 
Camp Calumet Scholarship Fund. 

 

“BOOKIES” Book Club 
No December 

meeting.  Our next book 

"Sunflower Sisters" by 

Martha Hall Kelly will be 

reviewed January 31, 

2022.   Due to the length 

of this book, 528 pages, 

we scheduled  an extra 

month to read it.  This novel, inspired by true 

accounts, provides a vivid and detailed look at 

the Civil War through the characters of a Union 

nurse, a female slave and a woman left to 

manage a southern plantation when her husband 

joins the Union army and her brother joins the 

Confederate army.  Author of "The Lilac Girls". 
 

  

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=pictures+of+victorian+woman+reading+a+book&qpvt=pictures+of+victorian+woman+reading+a+book&FORM=IQFRML#view=detail&id=BD35947E23DF8334F989C332C474E733C85038B5&selectedIndex=4
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Christmas Eve 

Services 

This year we celebrate with the format of 

Nine Readings and Carols developed 

through Truro Cathedral, UK, and used 

throughout the Anglican community. The 

texts and song work to immerse worshippers 

in the sacredness of the Incarnation. 

We hope you will join with us! 

4:00 PM – Bethel 

6:00 PM – Zion 
 

Help support resettling 

Afghanistan refugees locally. 

https://secure.givelively.org//donate/ascentria-

care-alliance/help-afghan-families/melany-

gronski 

 
 

Each Wednesday noon we serve a meal 
through Elder Services of Worcester at Zion! 

 

Call the main office each week by 11 AM 
Mondays to register for a tasty/nutritious 

meal and some great social time! 
 

Meals are FREE to anyone 50+, with a 
suggested donation of $2.50/person. 

 

AF 
We have a committed crew of people who 
come together for Adult Forum (AF), 
generally held via Zoom many Tuesday 
nights at 7 PM; check your E-Updaters and 
Sunday in-church announcements for 
specific details on where we are with any 
particular series. 

We engage in various types of studies both 
as Grace people, and periodically 
ecumenically with our Greendale partners. 

Our next session begins the first Tuesday of 
Advent, 11/30. For four weeks we will look at 
bible texts pointing towards our Lord’s birth 
and think about the language and the 
ramifications a quick-read usually leaves 
behind on the table. We’ll take a “dive” into 
the blessed mystery that is our salvation! 

Join us 😊 

https://secure.givelively.org/donate/ascentria-care-alliance/help-afghan-families/melany-gronski
https://secure.givelively.org/donate/ascentria-care-alliance/help-afghan-families/melany-gronski
https://secure.givelively.org/donate/ascentria-care-alliance/help-afghan-families/melany-gronski
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DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
 

 

Bethel 
Allayne & Doug Nelson - 12/09 

Garret & Yi Peters - 12/19 
 

Zion 
Richard & Shelia Harms – 12/17 

 
PRAYER LIST 

Karen Carlson - Liesl Voosen Fields – Paul 
Josephson - Bill Lewis - Eric Lewis –Jim Mooney – 
David Naugle -  Bob Venning - Bob Ekstrand – 
Karleen Habin –Marilyn Caramielo - Tim Munyon - 
Greg & Sandy Linberg - the elder Vallelis – David 
Toombs – Jane Johnston - Gary & Kay Lemerise - 
Arnold Ariansen – Helen & Steve Trilligan – Howie 
Evers – Bob MacMillion – Dottie Hultin – Peter 
DiPierri - Randy May 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Doris Brick 
c/o Oakdale Nursing & Rehab. 
76 No. Main St., W. Boylston, MA 01583 
 
 

 

Ingrid Lawrence 
c/o Evergreen at Briarwood 
67R Briarwood Circle, Worcester, MA 01606 

 

 

 
 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

Zion 
Ryan Wiinkiia – 12/05 
Joyce Messier – 12/06 
Stephen Ames – 12/13 

John Buckley Jr. – 12/13 
Jacob Milton – 12/13 

Elizabeth Berglund – 12/16 
David Nelson – 12/28 

 

 
Bethel  

Richard Van Dyke - 12/01 
Arno Hurd - 12/03 

Pam Sutton - 12/05 
Michelle Chunis - 12/10 

Winter Townsend - 12/14 
Heather Trilligan - 12/15 

Lisa Ratcliffe - 12/17 
Patti Benvenuti - 12/20 

Kathy Townsend - 12/24 
Mckayla Hight - 12/24 
Brian Belmonte - 12/27 
Matt Crossman - 12/30 

 

Dismas:  No dinner for this month.  Will resume 
the last Friday of each month starting January 
2022.’ 
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"The Word became flesh and made his dwelling 

among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the 
one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of 

grace and truth." John 1:14 
 

“While we exert ourselves to grow beyond our 
humanity, to leave the human behind us, God 
becomes human; and we must recognize that God 
wills that we be human, real human beings. While 
we distinguish between pious and godless, good and 
evil, noble and base, God loves real people without 
distinction.” - Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
As we enter the season of Advent, we are filled with 
awe of the mystery of the incarnation, God with us. 
May we grow in the grace of the Lord, knowing that 
He came for all people. Therefore, let us serve the 
Lord by reaching out to serve our neighbor, without 
judgement or distinction. This is the will of God, and 
the true character of our humanity. 
 

Grace Ministries has joined in the Good Neighbor 
Neighborhood Support Team, under the leadership 
of Melany Gronski from Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
in Sturbridge, and guidance of Ascentria Care 
Alliance. We are in the early stages of preparing to 
help resettle an Afghan refugee family in the coming 
months. The parsonage at Zion will be used to house 
the family and members of the team will be working 
towards helping the family resettle, assimilate and 
eventually achieve independence over the coming 
year. If anyone is interested in joining the team, 
please contact Melany at 
melanygronski@gmail.com. More information will 
follow. 
 

In keeping with our traditions of honoring our 
veterans during the month of November, Zion 
collected personal items, and Bethel collected 
turkeys and fixings all of which were delivered to 
Veterans Inc on Grove Street in Worcester. Thank 
you to all who generously supported this cause. 

Grace Ministries’ host week at the June Street home 
of IHN was November 14 – 20. Thank you to all who 
gave their gifts of time in covering the early evening 
and overnight shifts during our host week. We also 
wish to thank everyone who generously donated 
towards the gift card collection. 
 

For the month of December, we have adopted a 
family with three children through Auburn Youth 
and Family Services. Gift tags with requested gifts 
will be placed on the Christmas tree in the Narthex 
for those wishing to shop. Cash donations will also 
be accepted. In order to deliver the gifts by the 
deadline set by AYFS, it is requested that gifts be 
returned to the church no later than December 12th. 
Please bring your gifts unwrapped with the tag 
attached. You may include wrapping paper for the 
family to be able to do the wrapping. 
 

For our next intergenerational project, we will be 
making hygiene kits for the children at the border as 
an asylum seeker sponsorship project through the 
ELCA AMMPARO (Accompanying Migrant Minors 
with Protection, Advocacy, Representation and 
Opportunities). We will be applying for Thrivent seed 
money to fund this project and gather together to 
assemble the kits. More information will follow on 
this project which will be scheduled after the 
holidays. 
 

Also, after the holidays, we will be reaching out to 
our neighbors at Abby’s House with a food collection 
at both campuses of Grace. Details of needed items 
will be announced. 
 
As always, if anyone is aware of someone in need in 
our congregations of Grace or in the local 
community, please bring your concerns to the 
attention of Pastor Andrew or a member of our 
Social Ministry team. We wish everyone a safe and 
happy holiday season. 

mailto:melanygronski@gmail.com
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Grace Ministries Council Highlights 
 

Grace’s Co-Council has been busy! 

- At our last meeting proposed budgets for both 
campuses were discussed; management members 
looking them over in coming weeks so to act upon at 
the December meeting. 

- It looks like the Auburn campus will again host a 
preschool! “A Step Ahead”, run by Christine Ganong, 
approached the church for bringing her operation into 
the building, renting space. The school would operate 
in the lower level, where the Bethel Preschool began a 
long-time ago. Christine is looking to have a full day of 
offerings; nursery, day-care and preschool. She and 
her husband will bring a full-proposal before the 
December Council session; she has already had a pre-
inspection with Auburn Fire and the building inspector 
that proved affirming for the school’s relocating and expansion. 

- Parish Intergenerational Events were affirmed with the addition of two further offerings; one for 
the January/February timeframe, making health kits for families in-transition at our southern 
border with immigration authorities. Another event in the March timeframe will be a dinner to 
raise funds for ELCA disaster relief. 

- Council discussed the recent resignation of our Principal Organist/Choral Director, Brenda 
Salvi; Brenda’s last service will be Christmas. She is leaving to spend more time with family 
and concentrate on her full-time position as music teacher for Clinton Middle School. We ALL 
WISH HER THE BEST! The position is advertised with the Worcester and Springfield 
American Guild of Organist chapters. Until a new hire occurs, Pastor Andrew will work in 
conjunction with Karen Couturier and Lois Toeppner in leading music for Bethel. To provide for 
this, Louisa Klaven is being brought onto staff as Worship Associate to lead services when 
Pastor is “on the bench.” 

- With Grace’s joining a Neighborhood Support Team (NST) with Zion Lutheran-
Oxford/Reconciliation Episcopal-Webster, Salem Covenant Worcester, Bethlehem Lutheran-
Sturbridge and Emanual Lutheran-Worcester, the recently vacated Worcester parsonage will 
be home to an Afghanistan refugee family. This will begin sometime in the January/February 
timeframe. Our NST, and all NSTs (two more were formed in the Worcester area at the same 
time as the one we are in) have responsibility for raising funds in support of the families; to 
include rent ($1,800/month for the parsonage), clothing, food, healthcare supplies, etc. To help 
keep the costs low for the NST, it was proposed that Grace provide for the heating and utility 
costs for the year that the refugee family is with us; this to take place from donations and 
internal fund-raising from our members and friends. 

- Zion’s fire alarm back-up batteries gave out. Pastor was able to source new batteries locally 
and install them, saving service charges. 

- Council voted that all coffee hour monies received are to be directly deposited. 
Reimbursement for any supplies to volunteers will gladly take place through requisition 
requests from the office. 
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AYFS 
The services of AYFS encompass the treatment of the entire 

family.  The strength of their programs and services is 

prevention and early intervention with families in need. 

AYFS  - After School Program Wish List 

 Tissues     latex-free band-aids 

 100% Juice for snacks   ice packs 

 Healthy Snacks: popcorn, granola bars, pretzels, seasonal fruit & vegetables 

 Water color paints    beads for crafts 

 Elmer’s Glue – liquid and glue sticks pencils 

 Construction paper    one-subject notebooks 

AYFS – Food Pantry Wish List 

 Peanut Butter      shampoo 

 Jelly        toothpaste 

 Juice        laundry detergent 

 Popcorn       toilet paper 

 Canned Corn, Green Beans, Peas, Low Salt  spaghetti sauce 

 Parmalat Milk      pasta 

 Cereal 

 Canned Soups, Low Salt 

How we can help: 

Food pantry     wish lists    clothing closet 

Back to school supplies   holiday gift giving   volunteering   

tutoring 
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MISSION STATEMENT 

"To boldly share God's Love and Grace universally in and through our communities." 

VISION STATEMENT 

Modeling the welcoming nature of God, we are humbly called and driven by the Spirit to witness, engage and 
walk with each other authentically, as Jesus’ hands and feet, providing spiritual,  

emotional and physical nourishment. 
 

Through evolving partnerships with ecumenical and other social service organizations we affirm justice and 
wholeness under the “agency of Grace” that feed the needs and hope of all. 

 

The Rev. Andrew H. Borden, Pastor 
pastor_andrew.b@verizon.net 

 

Ann Spinner, Parish Administrator  

bethelauburn@verizon.net 
Main Office: 508-832-3427 

 

Kate Valleli – Christian Education Coordinator 
 

                                   Shannon Papandrea, Sexton                           Garret Peters - Treasurer 
 

                            Tom Houston – Licensed Lay Minister      Louisa Klaven, AIM – Licensed Lay Minister   

                     Brenda Salvi - Principal Organist/Choral Director            Karen Couturier – Organist 
 

Lois Toeppner, Deacon - Associate Organist/Choral Director 
 

Co-Council 
 

Co-Presidents – Donna Hayes (Z), Preston Sturdevant (B)      Co-Vice-Presidents – Jennifer Courtney (Z), Dave Valleli (B) 
                             

           Council – Cheyenne Courtney (Z), Stephanie Harms (Z), Joan Parker (B), Ruth Thompson (B), Theresa Toombs (Z),  
         Juliano Ruffo (Z), Bev Sampson (B), Roberta Briggs (B), Don Leombruno (Z), Leanne Carraher (B), Marie Sturdevant (B) 

 

 

Worcester Campus - Zion Lutheran   Auburn Campus - Bethel Lutheran 
                                              41 Whitmarsh Avenue, 01606                           90 Bryn Mawr Avenue, 01501                                                        

                           The-Community-of-Zion-Lutheran-Worcester.org                BethelAuburnELCA.org 
 
 

                                                                                                                           Bell Director – Adam Hanks 
                             Financial Secretaries – Ann Spinner/Kate Valleli        Financial Secretary – Russell Harris 
 

        RECONCILING IN CHRIST                        

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

mailto:bethelauburn@verizon.net

