Yoked communities of faith and service
Love is spoken here! Be the living Eucharist!

The Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity
September 12th, 2021
8:45 AM Zion
10:15 AM Bethel
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All are welcome here!
These churches and altars belong to God, and not to us. All people are welcome to participate in every aspect
of our worship, including our open table for the Eucharist. We are honored by your presence this day and hope
you find peace and refreshment as we celebrate the extravagant love of God, as followers of the Way of Jesus.

There is a place for you, here!

The Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us in community as people of the Way.

PRELUDE
GREETING
In the name of the ☩ Father; and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you and also with you!
CANTICLE
Blessed are You, God of Israel, for ever and ever,
for Yours is the greatness, the power, the glory, the splendor and the majesty.
Everything in heaven and on earth is Yours;
And You are exalted as head over all.
Riches and honor come from You
and You rule over all.
In Your hand are power and might
Yours it is it give power and strength to all.
And now we give You thanks, our God,
and praise Your glorious name.
For all things come from You,
and of Your own have we given You.
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning is now and shall
be forever. Amen.
GATHERING HYMN

Lord Jesus, you shall be my song
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PRAYER OF APPROACH
The Lord be with you. And also with you!
Let us pray; God, who in generous mercy sent the Holy Spirit upon Your church in the burning fire of Your
love: grant that Your people may be fervent in the fellowship of the gospel that, always abiding in You, they
may be found steadfast in faith and active in service; through Jesus Christ Your Son our Lord, who is alive
and reigns with You, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen!

The Liturgy of the Word
God speaks to us in poetry, creative writing, scripture, preaching & song.

A READING FROM HEBREW SCRIPTURE (Tanakh): Isaiah 50:4-9a
God’s Word Translation*
The image of the servant of the Lord is one of the notable motifs in the book of Isaiah. Today’s reading
describes the mission of the servant, whom early Christians associated with Jesus. Like Jesus, the servant
does not strike back at his detractors but trusts in God’s steadfast love.
4
The Almighty LORD will teach me what to say, so I will know how to encourage weary people. Morning after
morning [the Lord] will wake me to listen like a student.
5
The Almighty LORD will open my ears. I will not rebel, nor will I turn away.
6
I will offer my back to those who whip me and my cheeks to those who pluck hairs out of my beard. I will not
turn my face away from those who humiliate me and spit on me.
7
The Almighty LORD helps me. That is why I will not be ashamed. I have set my face like a flint. I know that I
will not be put to shame.
8
The one who pronounces me innocent is near. Who will bring a case against me? Let us confront each other!
Who accuses me? Let him confront me!
9
The Almighty LORD helps me. Who will find me guilty?
Response Let everyone listen to what the Spirit is saying: Word of God, Word of Life! Thanks be to God!
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PSALM 19
read responsively
1
The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky displays what [God’s] hands have made.
2
One day tells a story to the next. One night shares knowledge with the next
3
without talking, without words, without their voices being heard.
4
Yet, their sound has gone out into the entire world, their message to the ends of the earth.
[God] has set up a tent in the heavens for the sun,
5
which comes out of its chamber like a bridegroom. Like a champion, it is eager to run its course.
6
It rises from one end of the heavens. It circles around to the other. Nothing is hidden from its heat.
7
The teachings of the LORD are perfect. They renew the soul. The testimony of the LORD is dependable.
It makes gullible people wise.
8
The instructions of the LORD are correct. They make the heart rejoice.
The command of the LORD is radiant. It makes the eyes shine.
9
[Awe for] the LORD is pure. It endures forever. The decisions of the L ORD are true. They are completely fair.
10
They are more desirable than gold, even the finest gold. They are sweeter than honey,
even the drippings from a honeycomb.
11
As your servant I am warned by them. There is a great reward in following them.
12
Who can notice every mistake? Forgive my hidden faults.
13
Keep me from sinning. Do not let anyone gain control over me. Then I will be blameless,
and I will be free from any great offense.
14
May the words from my mouth and the thoughts from my heart be acceptable to you, O L ORD,
my rock and my defender.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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The assembly stands to welcome Jesus, the living Word, in song.

Preface Hear the Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark! Glory to you, O Lord!
A READING FROM THE GOSPELS: Mark 8:34a, 36-37, 9:1
Scholar’s Edition
After [Jesus] called the crowd together with his disciples, he said to them, “What good does it do a person to
acquire the whole world and pay for it with life? Or, what would a person give in exchange for life?”
And he used to tell them, “I swear to you; Some of those standing here won’t ever taste death before they see
God’s imperial rule set in with power!”
Response The Gospel of our Lord! Praise to you, O Christ!
COLLECT
Let us pray; Lord God, defend Your Church from all false teaching and give to Your people knowledge of
Your truth, that we may enjoy eternal life in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
MESSAGE

Pastor Andrew

HYMN OF THE DAY
Will you come and follow me
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence.
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Revealing God, You have made Yourself known through bread and wine, water and word. Continue to nurture
Your church, that it is a place where Your presence is experienced and shared. Lord, in Your mercy,
God, graciously hear us.
Creating God, You brought life into being and called it good. Bring new creation to lands devastated by
tornadoes, hurricanes, floods, fires, and other disasters. Restore forests and curb overflowing waters. Lord, in
Your mercy,
God, graciously hear us.
Protecting God, You desire all people to live in peace and safety. Provide for all who are in danger. Strengthen
first responders to help meet to the complex needs of others. Provide care and compassion as they face
trauma themselves. Lord, in Your mercy,
God, graciously hear us.
Transforming God, You announce release to the captives and freedom to the oppressed. Break chains of
discrimination and injustice. Amplify voices that go unheard and inspire us to advocate for the those who are
overlooked. Lord, in Your mercy,
God, graciously hear us.
Forming God, You gather these communities of Grace together. Shape our communal life, that in our prayer,
praise, and worship, we honor You and encourage one another. Keep our disagreements respectful and
increase our joy in working together. Lord, in Your mercy,
God, graciously hear us.
Redeeming God, You accompany Your people through every stage of life. We give You thanks for the saints
who now rest in Your embrace. Lord, in Your mercy,
God, graciously hear us.
Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to You; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION
We confess our sin, and the sins of our society, in the misuse of God’s creation.
Silence for reflection
God our Father, we are sorry for the times when we have used Your gifts carelessly and acted ungratefully.
Hear our prayer, and in Your mercy:
forgive us and help us.
We enjoy the fruits of the harvest, but can forget that You have given them to us. Father, in Your mercy:
forgive us and help us.
We belong to a people who are full and satisfied, but ignore the cry of the hungry. Father, in Your mercy:
forgive us and help us.
We are thoughtless, and do not care enough for the world You have made. Father, in Your mercy:
forgive us and help us.
We store up goods for ourselves alone, as if there were no God and no heaven. Father, in Your mercy:
forgive us and help us.
May the Father of all mercies cleanse us from our sins, and restore us in the Godly image to the praise and
glory of the Almighty’s name, through ☩ Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
THE PEACE

Maintaining physical-distancing, wave to your sisters and brothers in Christ!
Christ is our peace. He has reconciled us to God in one body by the cross.
We meet in his name and share his peace. The peace of the Lord be with you always! And also with you!

The Liturgy of the Sacrament
God feeds us with the risen & ascended Christ’s presence!

PREPARATION OF THE TABLE
Blessed be God, by whose Grace creation is renewed, by whose Love heaven is opened, by whose Mercy
we offer our sacrifice of praise. Blessed be God forever. Amen.
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
The Lord be with you! And also with you!
Open up your hearts! We open them up to the Lord!
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God! It is right to give God thanks and praise!
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It is indeed meet, right and our bounden duty, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks unto
You, O Lord, holy Father; almighty, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ Your only Son our Lord.
For Jesus is Your living Word; through him You have created all things from the beginning, and fashioned us in
Your own image.
Through him you redeemed us from the slavery of sin, giving him to be born of a woman, to die upon the cross,
and to rise again for us.
Through him You have made us a people for Your own possession, exalting him to Your right hand on high,
and sending forth through him Your holy and life-giving Spirit.
Therefore, with all who can give voice in Your creation we glorify Your name, forever praising You and saying:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
Accept our praises, heavenly Father, through Your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and as we follow his example
and obey his command, grant that by the power of Your Holy Spirit these gifts of bread and wine may be to us
☩ his body and his blood;
Who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took bread and gave You thanks; he broke it and gave it to his
disciples saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me.
To You be glory and praise forever.
In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave You thanks; he gave it to them saying: Drink this, all of
you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do
this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
To You be glory and praise forever.
Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we remember his offering of himself made once for all upon the
cross; we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; we look for the coming of his kingdom and
with this bread and this cup we make the memorial of Christ Your Son our Lord; great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died: Christ is risen: Christ will come again!
Accept through him, our great high priest, this our sacrifice of praise, and as we eat and drink these holy gifts
in the presence of Your divine majesty, renew us by Your Holy Spirit, inspire us with your Love, and unite us in
the body of Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, by whom, with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honor and glory be unto You, O Father almighty, world without end. Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are
Yours, now and forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The bread which we break is a sharing of the body of Christ.
We being many are one body, for we all share in the one bread.
Jesus Christ is the Lamb of God, who has taken away the sins of the world. Happy are all called to his supper.
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word and I shall be healed.
Behold who you are! Become what you receive! Thanks be to God!
AGNUS DEI (Lamb of God)
ELW pg. 112
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THE EUCHARIST
Communion kits w/wafer & grape juice are our method of receiving the Eucharist from the silver trays
A gluten-free alternative is available from the Assisting Minister
Believing in the real presence of Christ, Grace Ministries practices open-table, Eucharistic hospitality.
All people , baptized or not, are welcomed to The Meal.
Those who do not wish to commune may come forward for a blessing signified by crossed arms.
COMMUNION HYMN
ELW 472
POST EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Let us pray; Keep, O Lord, Your Church, with Your perpetual mercy; and, because without You our human
frailty cannot but fall, keep us ever by Your help from all things hurtful, and lead us to all things profitable to
our salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen!
BLESSING

The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,
☩ be upon you now and forever. Amen.

The Sending
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

SENDING HYMN
ANNOUNCEMENTS
DISMISSAL
POSTLUDE

Great is Thy faithfulness
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Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. Thanks be to God!

From Sundays and Seasons.com, Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #28372. CCLI copyright/streaming license #11574665, Canticle, Prayer of Approach, Collect, Confession & Absolution, Preparation of
the Table, Liturgy of the Sacrament, Post Eucharistic Prayer per Common Worship, www.churchofengland.org,

*Scripture translations are in the public domain and sourced through http://www.biblegateway.com

IN OUR PRAYERS THIS DAY: Jane Johnston, John Berube, the elder Vallelis, Bob Ekstrand, Liesl Voosen
Fields, Karleen Habin, Karen Carlson, David Toombs, Howie Evers, Jim Mooney, David Naugle, Marilyn
Caramielo, Tim Munyon, Greg & Sandy Linberg, Gary & Kay Lemerise, Bob MacMillan, Arnold Ariansen, Helen
& Steve Trilligan

NEWS AROUND GRACE
BETHEL TOWER WORK: While there has been some leaking from a roofing/flashing compromise, discoloring
interior walls and such over the last few years, all the moisture this spring/summer has created what appears
to be more of a problem with bird and rodent waste in the ceiling/walls. We are looking to raise some funding to
help offset costs to be incurred in coming weeks to begin clean-up: your donations may simply be made to
TOWER WORK-BETHEL. Thankyou in advance for your support!
MEAL-LINES COMING IN OCTOBER: Sunday, 10/24 we will be running three lines in Voosen Hall in Auburn,
creating meals enough to feed 12,000! Each campus is looking to raise $1,800 a piece by that time to cover
the costs of the supplies which Pr. Matt Martin brings with him from EndHungerNE. Mark your calendars and
participate in this fun event for ALL generations that helps put food on the table for MANY who are food
insecure in our area!
Please make out donation checks to ENDHUNGERNE and turn in via offering plates or by mailing into the
office.
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Each Wednesday noon we serve a meal through Elder Services of Worcester at Zion!
Call the main office each week by 11 AM Mondays to register for a tasty/nutritious meal
and some great social time!
Meals are FREE to anyone 50+, with a suggested donation of $2.50/person.

God is good, all the time! All the time, God is indeed good!

WORSHIP PROTOCOLS UPDATE
Masks required at all services; hymns and liturgy are being sung.
Sunday 8:45 AM & 10:15 AM & Wednesday 5:30 PM Services - Communion with kits now being distributed
from the sacrament trays following consecration via the center aisle @ the Chancel by the Pastor or LLM
Gluten-free is again available!

Grace Ministries is like an inn for anyone looking for a place to relax. A united religious community
embodying:





environments in which people are free to search for what faith following The Way of Jesus can mean
for them today;
congregations that give space to 'own' ways of believing, stimulating uninhibited reading of bible
stories, teaching that works to help each of us uncover and reveal the Essence of Grace and Mercy
that are God;
communities of the faithful that are open and affirming of all people looking for spirituality and the
meaning of religion in our culture and society, providing opportunities for ways of living in service with
creation through the engagement and expression of one’s talents and gifts.

WEEKLY WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
Wednesdays, 5:30 PM in the Nave @ Bethel
Sundays, 8:45 AM in the Nave @ Zion, 8 AM & 10:15 AM in the Nave @ Bethel
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Yoked Communities of faith & service
MISSION STATEMENT
"To boldly share God's Love and Grace universally in and through our communities."
VISION STATEMENT
Modeling the welcoming nature of God, we are humbly called and driven by the Spirit to witness, engage and
walk with each other authentically, as Jesus’ hands and feet, providing spiritual,
emotional and physical nourishment.
Through evolving partnerships with ecumenical and other social service organizations we affirm justice and
wholeness under the “agency of Grace” that feed the needs and hope of all.

The Rev. Andrew H. Borden, Pastor
pastor_andrew.b@verizon.net

Ann Spinner, Parish Administrator
bethelauburn@verizon.net
Main Office: 508-832-3427

Kate Valleli – Christian Education Coordinator
Shannon Papandrea, Sexton
Garret Peters - Treasurer
Tom Houston – Licensed Lay Minister
Louisa Klaven, AIM – Licensed Lay Minister
Worcester Campus

- Zion Lutheran

41 Whitmarsh Avenue, 01606
The-Community-of-Zion-Lutheran-Worcester.org
Organist – Karen Couturier
Choral/Bell Director – Sally Bond

Auburn Campus

- Bethel Lutheran

90 Bryn Mawr Avenue, 01501
BethelAuburnELCA.org

Principal Organist/Choral Director – Brenda Salvi
Associate Organist/Choral Director – Lois Toeppner, Deacon
Bell Director – Adam Hanks
President – Donna Hayes
President – Preston Sturdevant
Vice-President – Jennifer Courtney
Vice- President – Dave Valleli
Financial Secretaries – Ann Spinner/Kate Valleli
Financial Secretary – Russell Harris
Council – Cheyenne Courtney, Stephanie Harms, Council– Joan Parker, Ruth Thompson,
Theresa Toombs, Juliano Ruffo,
Bev Sampson, Roberta Briggs,
Don Leombruno
Leanne Carraher, Marie Sturdevant

RECONCILING IN CHRIST
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