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NEWSLETTER AUGUST 2021                                     TIME  SENSITIVE 

 

                                PLEASE DO NOT DELAY 

 
 

Our lives are formed by Word and 

Sacrament, and we gather as the beloved 

children of God around the means of grace 

where our lives are in Christ. 
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PASTOR’S MESSAGE 
 

 

The “dog-days” of summer; I always chuckle 

when I hear this expression! It refers to the 

hot/sultry days of the year that historically 

fall under the heliacal rising of the star-

system, Sirius, also nicknamed the “Dog 

Star”; connected in the Hellenistic tradition 

with lethargy, drought, thunderstorms, fever, 

heat, mad-dogs, and bad luck. 

As a kid I used to hear the summer-song by 

Nat King Cole often on the radio, maybe you 

did, too? “Roll out those lazy, hazy, crazy 

days of summer, the time of soda, cracked-

corn and beer…” 

The time of the year does lend itself to a 

break from “normal” as nature lifts up a 

different “feel” in the seasonal effects. And 

many of us work to schedule time away from 

the routine to relax and refresh before fall 

comes about. 

However, the bigger picture for life shouldn’t 

be in focusing on summer as the 

rejuvenation point for the rest of the year, 

but making time each week. 

The bible speaks of the practice of worship 

as a point of renewal. For the Hebrew-

lineage people this was the last, or seventh, 

day of the week; thusly those in the Jewish 

traditions still maintain Saturday sabbath. 

On the sabbath day no work was to be 

done, by anyone; a day set apart as different 

from all the rest in which to focus away from 

ourselves to the bigger picture of Whose we 

are and what that means: in one creation 

account, God rests on the last day. 

The reality is that as human creatures we 

need time to reset regularly or we can burn-

out psychologically and physically. That the 

bible relates our Creator’s intent for this to 

be so is important as it demonstrates each 

of us are loved dearly, and hoped-for in that 

our lives be well and us be whole; 

something that continuous work without a 

break makes almost impossible. 

Retired Bishop, The Rev. Margaret Payne, 

told all of us as rostered leaders in the 

church repeatedly how vital it is for us to 

make space for our own sabbath time each 

week; time away from church 

responsibilities. Her emphasis was on each 

of us getting two days in a row, one at a 

bare minimum, regularly. Prior to being 

ordained, I had figured this out years before 

as the only way to be fresh and well not only 

for my families’ sake, but in order to be able 

and give my “all” to engineering and church 

music ministry. 

The world can be demanding, and we can 

get caught-up in it if we aren’t careful. 

Time to breathe is important, to enjoy 

hobbies and/or sports, but ALSO to connect 

with God, since we were designed for Divine 

connectedness at our genesis as Homo-

Sapiens standing apart from our 

predecessors and other earthly creatures as 

two of the three creation accounts of the 

bible (can you find them all?) tell us. 

If we don’t plug our cell phones in for a 

charge, they die. So, too do we; when not 

plugged into God, our lives become an 

existence instead of a blessing and we 

effectively die. 

So, while we’re all trying to take a break this 

summer, let’s remember, too, to make time 
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EACH week for a recharge that renews the 

soul; hearing the Wisdom in the Word 

provides us a “filter” through which to 

understand more clearly what we hear 

through society so to react appropriately, 

and partaking of the body and blood of the 

new covenant strengthens us to overcome 

the effects of the world so that we aren’t 

undone, left broken and lying by life’s byway 

bleeding out. 

Being frequently renewed helps us to be 

whole, and able to reach out and help 

someone else lying in a ditch who might be 

broken. 

In Christ ☩ 

PA 

 
 

Each Wednesday noon we serve a meal 
through Elder Services of Worcester at Zion! 

 

Call the main office each week by 11 AM 
Mondays to register for a tasty/nutritious 

meal 
 and some great social time! 

 

Meals are FREE to anyone 50+, with a 
suggested donation of $2.50/person. 

 
 

Men’s Club is back!! 
Starting on Tuesday, September 14th, the 

monthly Men’s Club dinners will be returning. 

These dinners are open to anyone who would 

like to get 

together and 

socialize for an 

hour or 2.  We 

have some 

excellent cooks 

amongst our members, and a tasty meal is 

always available.  We meet on the 2nd Tuesday 

of the month at 6 pm in Voosen hall, but you can 

stop by any time after 5:30.  Dinners are $12.00, 

and all the profits go into the Calumet 

scholarship fund. 

A sign-up sheet will be in the Narthex in August 

so that a general head count can be obtained.  If 

you have any questions, please contact Preston 

Sturdevant. 

INTER-GENERATIONAL PROJECTS 
(more on-the-way in 2022) 

 

WORCESTER FELLOWSHIP MEAL:  
On Sunday, August 29th we will gather @ 
Bethel for 9 AM to make lunches for the 
church-without-walls homeless congregation 
that meets outside All Saints Episcopal in 
Worcester. The meals will be delivered a little 
later that morning. Mark your calendars :) 
 

MEAL-LINES COMING IN OCTOBER: 
Sunday, 10/24 we will be running three lines in 
Voosen Hall in Auburn, creating meals enough 
to feed 12,000! Each campus is looking to 
raise $1,800 a piece by that time to cover the 
costs of the supplies which Pr. Matt Martin 
brings with him from EndHungerNE. Mark 
your calendars and participate in this fun 
event for ALL generations that helps put food 
on the table for MANY who are food insecure 
in our area! 
 
Please make out donation checks to 
ENDHUNGERNE and turn in via offering 
plates or by mailing into the office. 
 

CHRISTMAS CARDS: We will be gathering 
the first Sunday in December following the 
10:15 AM service to create cards for either 
VETERANS or SHUT-INS, and/or other 
groups; to be determined by the Sunday 
School this fall. Come and have a blast and 
create a greeting to make-somebody's day 
during the Christmas season :) 
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ZION PRESERVATION 

Incorporated in 1914, our Zion Lutheran 
campus is the oldest, continuous-in-
operation Lutheran parish within its original 
site in the city of Worcester and surrounding 
region. 

At its July meeting, Zion’s council discussed 
and is ready to pursue the possibility of the 
original building becoming listed on the 
National Historic Register. This would 
provide some protection status for the 
campus, and open up possibilities for 
external founding for renovation and upkeep 
from various sources, possibly through the 
National Trust for Historic Preservation. 

Anyone interested in joining a newly forming 
team to explore this topic is asked to contact 
Zion’s president, Donna Hayes. 
 

 

 

*As a side note, In the book “The Swedes of 

Worcester” co-written by Bethel’s own Phil 
Becker, has mention of Zion for the Swedish 
History. 

MUSIC MINISTRY 
Music Ministry Summer Gathering:  Saturday August 
7th @ 3pm, rain date Sunday August 8th same 
time.    Hosted by Vinny & Jackie, 95 Bryn Mawr 
Ave.  Anyone currently involved in or interested in 
getting involved are welcome.   Bring a dish, your 
beverage of choice and a chair.  Hamburgers, hot 
dogs will be served.  Please RSVP by 
8/5:  jackmae@charter.net or call 508-769-0879 

 

The Dine Out Ladies will at long last resume meeting 
for lunch.  Our first lunch will be at 308 Lakeside, 
East Brookfield at 1:00 pm on Tuesday, August 
10.  A signup sheet will be in the narthex or call 

Leanne Carraher no later than Sunday, August 8, so 
that reservations can be made.  We will meet at 

Bethel for carpooling. 

 

 
AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES  

 

Bethel 
Terry Hamilton & Mike Tift - 08/03 

Barbara & Maurice McCarthy - 08/03 
Bill & Shirley Connor - 08/06 
Patti & Tony Benvenuti - 8/08 

Judy Hodgerney & Peter DePierri - 08/10 
Jay & Diana Stolberg - 08/11 

Mike & Ruth Pellegrino - 08/29 
Preston & Marie Sturdevant - 08/30 

 
Zion 

Alan & Linda Wiinikka – 08/08 
Albert & Lois Kane – 08/15 

Don & Judy Leombruno – 08/20 
Ann & Dave Spinner – 08/31 

 

  

mailto:jackmae@charter.net
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Doris Brick 
c/o Oakdale Nursing & Rehab. 
76 No. Main St., W. Boylston, MA 01583 
 
 

 

Ingrid Lawrence 
c/o Evergreen at Briarwood 
65 Briarwood Circle, Worcester, Ma 01606 
 

PRAYER LIST 
John Berube – Karen Carlson - Liesl Voosen 
Fields – Paul Josephson - Bill Lewis - Eric Lewis –
Jim Mooney – David Naugle -  Bob Venning - Bob 
Ekstrand – Karleen Habin –Marilyn Caramielo - 

Tim Munyon - Greg & Sandy Linberg - the elder 
Vallelis – David Toombs – Jane Johnston - Gary & 
Kay Lemerise - Marcus & Kate Freeman -  Arnold 

Ariansen – Elise Borden – Helen & Steve 
Trilligan 
 

“BOOKIES” Book Club 
Next meeting: Monday August 

30th discussing "The Guest 

Book" by Sarah Blake. A novel 

tells the story of an epic multi-

generational family saga 

exposing long buried secrets 

and truths.  From 1930 to 

present day, pertinent issues 

that have plagued American history like 

classism, prejudice and identity are neatly tied 

in.  496 pages  We will continue to meet in the 

Chapel at 2pm, face coverings optional, all are 

welcome. 
 

 

John McDermott 

Patti Smilie 
 

May Jacobson 

Lois Chinigo 
Robert H. Johnson 
Kenneth Ahlberg 

 
 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 2021 
 

Zion 
Bryan Blomgren – 08/01 

Robert Linna – 08/13 
Lynne Buckley – 08/14 
Richard Harms – 08/17 
George Earley – 08/22 

 
Bethel  

Judy Garneau - 08/03 
Gini Varg - 08/05 

Scott Carlson - 08/06 
Barbara McCarthy - 08/07 

Rick Hagberg - 08/09 
Doug Hanks - 08/09 

Helen Trilligan - 08/09 
Jackson Zifcak - 08/09 
Brad Lehman - 08/10 
Jeremy Baril - 08/13 
Scarlet Schur - 08/13 

Chris DuHamel - 08/14 
Matt DuHamel - 08/16 
Mimi Bylund - 08/16 
Jay Stolberg - 08/17 

Bette Elia - 08/19 
Harriet Hight - 08/20 
Erica Ferreira - 08/21 

Nancy Bjorkman - 08/23 
Bill Lauzonis - 08/26 

Madelynn Hanks - 08/27 
 

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=pictures+of+victorian+woman+reading+a+book&qpvt=pictures+of+victorian+woman+reading+a+book&FORM=IQFRML#view=detail&id=BD35947E23DF8334F989C332C474E733C85038B5&selectedIndex=4
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“Now you are Christ’s body, and each of you is a member of it.”  - 1 Corinthians 12:27 (NET) 

 
From the oldest to the youngest, we all have gifts 
endowed by our Creator, intended to be shared and 
worked together in building the Church, Christ’s 
visible body in the world today.  We are reminded of 
our unity in Christ’s body in our invitation to 
Communion: “We being many are one body, for we 
all share in the one bread,” and again, when we are 
sent out into the world, to “Go in peace.  You are the 
body of Christ.”  As we navigate these unpredictable 
times of the Covid pandemic, we continue to seek 
God’s guidance in finding new opportunities to grow, 
knitting together our individual gifts into the work of 
building our church community, and extending our 
outreach beyond our walls and into the greater 
community.   
 

We wish to thank all who volunteered to participate 
in Grace’s host week at the June Street home of 
Interfaith Hospitality Network.  And thank you, 
Heather Connors, for your commitment to 
overseeing the scheduling of the shifts and 
communicating the needs of IHN back to our Grace 
congregations.  
 

Grace Community Garden update:  
“Hi All! Marie made beautiful replacement 
Scripture verse signs with new lamination. The 
Bergman Family delivered a beautiful Grace 
Community Garden wooden crafted and painted 
sign which was placed at the garden.  For those 
watering and monitoring, many thanks! The key for 
the outdoor faucet is in Ann’s mail box bottom 
right corner. Perhaps we’ll actually begin to 
“water” again once this rainy season comes to a 
close. No complaints, however, God! We thank you 
for it!   Also, in the Narthex is a basket with zip-lock 
bags to take peppers/tomatoes to share.  Just a 
reminder, the Red Bomb peppers have a kick!!! 
Great in omelets and guacamole! Removing the 
seeds give a milder pepper to use. Those of you 
with gardens at home may begin bringing in 
gleanings to that basket. All left over produce will 

be taken to the shelters after Services on Sundays.   
With a focus on water and food insecurity and how 
we can learn to be prepared, Council has approved 
the installation costs for a “rain barrel”. This will be 
a great example to our faith community and the 
community at large as we learn to care for it and 
work with it. We are accumulating lots of 
information out there of folks who have urban 
garden teaching and sharing missions.   

Love and Light, - Pam Sutton 
 

 
 

As we look ahead into the coming months, please 
mark your calendars, and consider being a part of 
our many outreach opportunities: 
 Worcester Fellowship – Sunday August 29th.  

We will gather at Bethel at 9:00 AM to prepare 
bagged lunches for the homeless. 

 Rally Sunday – September 12th.                               
As we welcome the cooler days of fall along with 
the many planned activities, we will celebrate 
the harvest as we gather our vegetables, both 
from our community garden and home gardens.  
The vegetables will be bagged and shared. 

 EndHungerNE – Sunday October 24th                       
We will be running three meal lines in Voosen 
Hall at Bethel, creating nutritionally complete 
meals to feed 12,000.  We will have an offering 
plate each Sunday for your donations as we seek 
to raise $1,800 at each campus. 
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Bethel’s Council Connection 
Bethel held our monthly council meeting on July 

11th following the 10:50 service.  Here are some 

of the highlights. 

 Dave Valleli’s report on security cameras 

was discussed, and it was agreed to 

move forward with a system of wireless 

cameras.  A final price quote will be 

available shortly, and plans will be made 

to get them installed 

 Garret Peters, our new treasurer, was in 

attendance, and it was nice for all of us 

to have a chance to discuss various 

financial matters with him, face to face. 

 The new sign for the front of the church 

is on order and should be in place in the 

coming weeks. 

 Several of the screens covering the rain 

gutters have come off.  They will need to 

be reinstalled and/or replaced before 

the fall, to help to keep the leaves and 

other detritus out.  Garret has agreed to 

check into this. 

 Speaking of gutters, we are investigating 

the possibility of installing a rain barrel 

outside the main sanctuary entrance.  

The barrel will be connected to the 

gutter and serve as a free source of 

water for the community garden. 

 After much effort by Bev Sampson to get 

the pre-school ready for the fall, the 

enrollment was just not enough to make 

it work.  An on-going search for a full-

time director is underway, with the 

hopes of restarting and expanding the 

program for the fall of 2022. 

 Upcoming events were discussed, which 

include the following 

o IHN Week of 7/18 

o Worcester Outdoor Fellowship 

lunch prep on 8/29 

o Meal line at Bethel on 10/24 

 The scholarship program was again 

discussed, with the expectation that 

there will be some applications from 

active Bethel members. 

 Further discussion was held regarding 

Sunday worship going forward, how 

masks will still be required, and how 

singing while masked is now a part of the 

service. 

 No August council meeting, see you in 

September 

Preston Sturdevant 
Council President 

 

Zion’s Council Update 
 

Zion's last Council Meeting was held at 
Bethel - July 18th - 11:30 AM 

 Reviewed the Management Report - 
responsibility of Worcester Book-keeping 
with regards to financial matters is at 
completion, and Grace's new treasurer, 
Garrett Peters, has completed transition 
into this work. 

 Pastor gave us an update on the 
apartment project; estimated time-frame 
for the start of the project will be Fall - 
2021. 

 There are a number of projects that 
need to be addressed within the 
interior/exterior of the building: painting 
of the lower halls (#1 priority), 
repainting hallways, stucco repair, 
Narthex - clean up and matching of the 
paint. A dumpster will be coming soon to 
assist clean-up for many areas within the 
building. 

 Scholarships - Grace has received a total 
of 5 applications; (1) from Zion and (4) 
from Bethel. Reviews by the Scholarship 
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Team will  take place within the next few 
weeks. 

 National Historic Register: please see the 
artcile elsewhere in this newsletter. 

 If there are any concerns/or projects 
that we need to address, please reach 
out to a Council member and we will 
address it at our next Council Meeting. 

Donna R. Hayes - Zion Lutheran Church, 

Council President 
 

Dismas:  Next dinner: Friday August 27th.   They 
are now welcoming folks back to dine-in with 
residents.   Only asking for no more than 2 
volunteers to eat in if they are comfortable in 
doing so, otherwise meals can still be dropped 
off.  As of August 1st, all residents fully 
vaccinated.  The usual donations always 
welcome:   gift cards (Shaws, Walmart, Target), 
toilettries (shampoo, shaving cream), the usual 
paper products and cleaning supplies.  For more 
info call Jackie Walsh 508-407-8876. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL: YAY! We are planning 
to be baacckk this September for in-person 
time together! Our new "digs" will be in 
Voosen Hall for music time with Miss Brenda 
and bible-time/projects with Miss Kate 
:)  RALLY DAY is Sunday, September 12th 
for 9 AM @ Bethel > call the office to 
register today!!! 

 

 
Grace Singing Workshop 
We are excited to b e bringing back singing into 

our liturgy, but most of us have not sung in well 

over a year! Join Grace musicians, Brenda, 

Karen, and Lois, on Saturday, August 21 from 

10:00-11:00 a.m. for a Singing Workshop in 

Voosen Hall at Bethel to kick off our return to 

singing and help us all dust off our voices. We'll 

spend the hour easing into some simple stretches 

and vocal warmups and begin the process of 

gently working our voices back into condition 

for regular singing. This workshop is open to 

anyone who would like to come and prepare for 

choral or congregational singing. Hope to see 

you there! 

 

Choir Rehearsals 
With the choir beginning again in September, 

Thursday night rehearsals will start up on August 

2 and run each week from 7:00-8:00 p.m. We'll 

all be starting from square one and will be 

keeping things simple while we get our voices 

back into shape, so this is a great time to give 

choir a try! No experience needed - just a love of 

music. 
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Preschool Update 

Looking back to Friday March 13th 2020 when Governor 

Baker closed all schools for 14 days, none of us had any idea 

what the next 16 months would hold.  The Governor’s 

declaration ended our 2019-2020 school year.  The growing 

pandemic brought many of our preschool families to keep 

their children home in September 2020 and over the summer 

our staff of four were all in agreement that Bethel Preschool 

should not open in September.  Council agreed. 

As we fast forward to summer 2021 we have no three year 

old class becoming pre-K students.  This has always been 

the core on which we would build our enrollment for fall.  By July 11th we had less than 

25% of the enrollment needed to meet the preschool budget (which is and has always been 

independent of the church budget) and it was unanimously decided by vote at the July 11th 

Church Council meeting to suspend a September opening. 

This does not necessarily mean that Preschool is closing.  It means that it is up to us to 

discern the future of the school and the next chapter for Voosen Hall.  Council has had 

conversations regarding extended daily hours, and more exciting, adding grades!  These 

ideas and others will be studied during the year with an intention to reopen in September 

2022 and begin the post-covid chapter of our school. 

Anna Westlund was inspired to open a preschool at Bethel in 1977 as an outreach of the 

church offering a Christian preschool education in this community.  Preschool has always 

been an arm of Bethel Lutheran Church.  Four of us stepped up in 1977 with a bake sale at 

“Iandoli’s” market and a yard sale at Anna’s house in Oxford to raise some starting capital. 

We have grown the talent and dedication of Anna, Priscilla Odgren, Fran Kulak, Nancy 

Copeland, Doris Lewis, Ruth Voosen, Jane Odgren, Maureen Bonczek, Jere Bellows, Kate 

Hanley, Pam Gonyea, Melanie Rossignol, Susan Cloutier, Virginia Varg, Karen Borden, Patti 

Benvenuti, Nicole McAleer, Ann Spinner, Lee Fenby, Christine Young, Shannon Papandrea, 

Kimberly Capaldi, and more and we are very grateful.  Bethel Preschool had been so richly 

blessed! 

I ask that you all give prayerful consideration to what you want the post-covid school to 

look like and how you can help to make it so.  The closing of one chapter may be 

bittersweet, but the possibilities that come with a new chapter are exciting and 

invigorating.  To God be all the glory! 

Beverly Sampson 
Director  
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MISSION STATEMENT 

"To boldly share God's Love and Grace universally in and through our communities." 

VISION STATEMENT 

Modeling the welcoming nature of God, we are humbly called and driven by the Spirit to witness, engage and 
walk with each other authentically, as Jesus’ hands and feet, providing spiritual,  

emotional and physical nourishment. 
 

Through evolving partnerships with ecumenical and other social service organizations we affirm justice and 
wholeness under the “agency of Grace” that feed the needs and hope of all. 

 

The Rev. Andrew H. Borden, Pastor 
pastor_andrew.b@verizon.net 

 

Ann Spinner, Parish Administrator  

bethelauburn@verizon.net 
Main Office: 508-832-3427 

 

Kate Valleli – Christian Education Coordinator 
 

                                   Shannon Papandrea, Sexton                           Garret Peters - Treasurer 
 

                            Tom Houston – Licensed Lay Minister      Louisa Klaven, AIM – Licensed Lay Minister  
 

Worcester Campus - Zion Lutheran   Auburn Campus - Bethel Lutheran 
                                              41 Whitmarsh Avenue, 01606                           90 Bryn Mawr Avenue, 01501                                                        

                           The-Community-of-Zion-Lutheran-Worcester.org                BethelAuburnELCA.org 
 
 

                                                Organist – Karen Couturier                 Principal Organist/Choral Director – Brenda Salvi 
                                           Choral/Bell Director – Sally Bond    Associate Organist/Choral Director – Lois Toeppner, Deacon 
                                                                                                                           Bell Director – Adam Hanks 
 

                                                 President – Donna Hayes                             President – Preston Sturdevant 
                                       Vice-President – Jennifer Courtney                         Vice- President – Dave Valleli 
                              Financial Secretaries – Ann Spinner/Kate Valleli        Financial Secretary – Russell Harris 
                             

                           Council – Cheyenne Courtney, Stephanie Harms,    Council– Joan Parker, Ruth Thompson, 
                                          Theresa Toombs, Juliano Ruffo,                         Bev Sampson, Roberta Briggs, 
                                                        Don Leombruno                                 Leanne Carraher, Marie Sturdevant 
 

 

RECONCILING IN CHRIST                                                                                                                         

 

mailto:bethelauburn@verizon.net

