Yoked communities of faith and service
Love is spoken here! Be the living Eucharist!

☩ The Seventh Sunday after Trinity
July 18th, 2021
8:45 AM Zion
10:15 AM Bethel

RECONCILING IN CHRIST
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All are welcome here!
These churches and altars belong to God, and not to us. All people are welcome to participate in every aspect
of our worship, including our open table for the Eucharist. We are honored by your presence this day and hope
you find peace and refreshment as we celebrate the extravagant love of God, as followers of the Way of Jesus.
Mark’s gospel makes clear how great is the press of the crowd, with its countless needs to be met, on Jesus
and his disciples. Yet in today’s gospel Jesus advises his disciples to get away and rest, to take care of
themselves. Sometimes we think that when others are in great need we shouldn’t think of ourselves at all; but
Jesus also honors the caregivers’ need. We are sent from Christ’s table to care for others and for ourselves.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us in community as people of the Way.

PRELUDE
GREETING

In the name of the ☩ Father; and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen
The Lord be with you and also with you.
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you and also with you!
OPENING RESPONSES
We are here in the name of Jesus Christ.
He came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near.
We are no longer like outsiders in a foreign land,
but are fellow citizens with the saints in the household of God.
Let everyone praise the Lord! The Lord’s name be praised!
PRAYER OF APPROACH
Let us pray: O God, powerful and compassionate, You shepherd Your people, faithfully feeding and protecting
us. Heal each of us, and make us a whole people, that we may embody the justice and peace of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen!
GATHERING HYMN

The church’s one foundation ELW 654

Please NO SINGING

WORD
God speaks to us in poetry, creative writing, scripture, preaching, and song.

A READING FROM CHRISTIAN SCRIPTURE: Ephesians 2.11-22
God’s Word Translation*
The author of this letter reminds their audience that originally they were not part of God’s chosen people.
Through Jesus’ death, however, they are included in God’s household of faith, whose cornerstone is Jesus
Christ.
11
Remember that once you were not [Hebrew] physically. Those who called themselves “the circumcised”
because of what they had done to their bodies called you “the uncircumcised.” 12 Also, at that time you were
without Christ. You were excluded from citizenship in Israel, and the pledges God made in [the] promise were
foreign to you. You had no hope and were in the world without God.
13
But now through Christ Jesus you, who were once far away, have been brought near by the blood of
Christ. 14 So he is our peace. In his body he has made [Hebrew] and non-[Hebrew] people one by breaking
down the wall of hostility that kept them apart. 15 He brought an end to the commandments and demands found
in Moses’ Teachings so that he could take [Hebrew] and non-[Hebrew] people and create one new humanity in
himself. So he made peace. 16 He also brought them back to God in one body by his cross, on which he killed
the hostility. 17 He came with the Good News of peace for you who were far away and for those who were
near. 18 So [Hebrew] and non-[Hebrew] people can go to the Father in one Spirit.
19
That is why you are no longer foreigners and outsiders but citizens together with God’s people and members
of God’s family. 20 You are built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets. Christ Jesus himself is the
cornerstone. 21 In him all the parts of the building fit together and grow into a holy temple in the Lord. 22 Through
him you, also, are being built in the Spirit together with others into a place where God lives.
Response Let everyone listen to what the Spirit is saying: Word of God, Word of Life! Thanks be to God!
PSALM 23
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.
2
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.
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read responsively

3

He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake.
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me;
thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.
5
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil;
my cup runneth over.
6
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life:
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.
4

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Setting 3, ELW pg. 142

Please NO SINGING.

Preface Hear the Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark! Glory to you, O Lord!
A READING FROM THE GOSPELS: Mark 6:30-34, 53-56
God’s Word Translation*
30
The apostles gathered around Jesus. They reported to him everything they had done and taught. 31 So he
said to them, “Let’s go to a place where we can be alone to rest for a while.” Many people were coming and
going, and Jesus and the apostles didn’t even have a chance to eat.
32
So they went away in a boat to a place where they could be alone. 33 But many people saw them leave and
recognized them. The people ran from all the cities and arrived ahead of them. 34 When Jesus got out of the
boat, he saw a large crowd and felt sorry for them. They were like sheep without a shepherd. So he spent a lot
of time teaching them.
53
They crossed the sea, came to shore at Gennesaret, and anchored there.
54
As soon as they stepped out of the boat, the people recognized Jesus. 55 They ran all over the countryside
and began to carry the sick on cots to any place where they heard he was. 56 Whenever he would go into
villages, cities, or farms, people would put their sick in the marketplaces. They begged him to let them touch
the edge of his clothes. Everyone who touched his clothes was made well.
Response The Gospel of our Lord! Praise to you, O Christ!
COLLECT
Let us pray: Lord of all power and might, who is the author and giver of all good things: graft in our hearts
the love of Your name, increase in us true religion, nourish us with all goodness, and of Your great mercy
keep us in the same; through Jesus Christ Your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with You, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen!
MESSAGE
Pastor Andrew
HYMN OF THE DAY
O God of light ELW 507
Please NO SINGING
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all of creation.
A brief silence.
Tend Your church, O God. Encourage bishops, pastors, and deacons in their proclamation of the gospel. Raise
up new leaders and encourage those pursuing a call to ministry. Embolden all the baptized to embody Your
love and justice. Hear us, O God.
God, graciously hear us.
Restore Your creation, O God. Sustain croplands and pastures and safeguard all farm animals and livestock.
Preserve lakes, rivers, and streams that offer refreshment. Revive lands recovering from natural disasters and
protect coastlands threatened by rising oceans. Hear us, O God.
God, graciously hear us.
Reconcile the nations, O God. Break down the dividing walls that make us strangers to one another and unite
us as one human family. We pray for stable governments and peaceful society for Afghanistan, Cuba and
Haiti, and the well-being of these countries’ people. Equip leaders to deal wisely with conflict and guide
diplomats who seek peaceful solutions. Hear us, O God.
God, graciously hear us.
Heal Your people, O God. Look with compassion on immigrants, exiles, and all who are afraid or feel lost. Give
rest to those who are weary, comfort to those who are grieving, and recovery to those who are ill (especially).
Hear us, O God.
God, graciously hear us.
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Nourish these congregations of Grace, O God. Prepare tables where we receive food for our hungering spirits.
Renew our commitment to provide for one another and revitalize our ministries of feeding and nurturing hungry
neighbors. Hear us, O God.
God, graciously hear us.
You lead us home, O God. We give thanks for all who have died, now citizens with the saints. As You have
received them into Your heavenly home, so welcome all of us to dwell in Your house forever. Hear us, O God.
God, graciously hear us.
We lift these and all our prayers to You, O God, confident in the promise of Your saving love; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION
My sisters and brothers, as we prepare to celebrate the presence of Christ in the holy sacrament, let us call to
mind and confess our sins.
Silence for reflection
Lord God, our maker and our redeemer, this is Your world and we are Your people: come among us and
save us. We have intentionally misused Your gifts of creation; Lord, be merciful:
forgive us our sin.
We have seen the ill-treatment of others and have not gone to their aid; Lord, be merciful:
forgive us our sin.
We have condoned evil and dishonesty and failed to strive for justice; Lord, be merciful:
forgive us our sin.
We have heard the good news of Christ, but have failed to share it with others; Lord, be merciful:
forgive us our sin.
We have not loved You with all our heart, nor our neighbors as ourselves; Lord, be merciful:
forgive us our sin.
May the God of all healing and forgiveness draw us to Godself, and cleanse us from all our sins
that we may behold the glory of the Son, the Word made flesh, ☩ Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
THE PEACE
Peace to you from God our heavenly Father.
Peace from the Son Jesus Christ who is our peace. Peace from the Holy Spirit, the life-giver.
The peace of our Lord be with you! And also with you!
Maintaining social-distancing, wave to your sisters and brothers in Christ!

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of the risen and ascended Christ!

PREPARATION OF THE TABLE
Blessed be God, by whose grace creation is renewed, by whose love heaven is opened, by whose mercy we
offer our sacrifice of praise. Blessed be God for ever. Amen.
LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT
The Lord be with you! And also with you!
Open up your hearts! We open them up to the Lord!
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God! It is right to give God thanks and praise!
It is indeed right, it is our duty and our joy, at all times and in all places to give You thanks and praise, holy
Father, heavenly King, almighty and eternal God, through Jesus Christ Your Son our Lord. For he is Your living
Word; through him You have created all things from the beginning, and formed us in Your own image.
To You be glory and praise forever.
Through him you have freed us from the slavery of sin, giving him to be born of a woman and to die upon the
cross; You raised him from the dead and exalted him to Your right hand on high.
To You be glory and praise forever.
Through him You have sent upon us Your holy and life-giving Spirit, and made us a people for Your own
possession.
To You be glory and praise forever.
Therefore, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we proclaim Your great and
glorious name, forever praising You and saying:
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
Accept our praises, heavenly Father, through Your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and as we follow his example
and obey his command, grant that by the power of Your Holy Spirit these gifts of bread and wine may be to us
☩ his body and his blood; who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took bread and gave You thanks; he
broke it and gave it to his disciples saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in
remembrance of me.
To You be glory and praise forever.
In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave You thanks; he gave it to them saying: Drink this, all of
you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do
this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
To You be glory and praise forever.
Therefore, heavenly Father, we remember his offering of himself made once for all upon the cross; we
proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; we look for the coming of Your kingdom, and with this
bread and this cup we make the memorial of Christ Your Son our Lord. Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died: Christ is risen: Christ will come again!
Pour out the Spirit of Your love, O Lord, and unite us in this gift of new life. Accept through Christ, our great
high priest, this our sacrifice of praise, and as we eat and drink these holy gifts in the presence of Your divine
majesty, renew us with Your love and unite us in the body of Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
To You be glory and praise forever.
Through him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, with all who stand before You in earth
and heaven, we worship You, Father almighty, in songs of everlasting praise:
Blessing and honor and glory and power be Yours forever and ever. Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are
Yours, now and forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Draw near with faith, Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ which he gave for you, and his blood which he
shed for you. Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith and
thanksgiving.
Most merciful Lord, Your love compels us to come in. Our hands were unclean, our hearts were
unprepared; we were not fit even to eat the crumbs from under Your table. But You, Lord, are
the God of our salvation, and share your bread with sinners. So, cleanse and feed us with the
precious body and blood of Your Son, that he may live in us and we in him; and that we, with
the whole company of Christ, may sit and eat in Your kingdom. Amen.
AGNUS DEI (Lamb of God)
ELW pg. 146
The liturgy is played for meditative purposes – PLEASE no singing out loud, whisper in your heart!
THE EUCHARIST**
NOTE: For the immediate future, communion kits will be our method of receiving the Eucharist.
We apologize that at this time we cannot offer a gluten-free alternative.
Believing in the real presence of Christ, Grace Ministries practices open-table, Eucharistic hospitality.
All people , baptized or not, are welcomed to The Meal.
POST EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Let us pray; Almighty God, we thank You for feeding us with the body and blood of Your Son Jesus
Christ. Through him we offer You our souls and bodies to be a living sacrifice. Send us out in the
power of Your Spirit to live and work to Your praise and glory. Amen!
BLESSING
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The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,
☩ be upon you now and forever. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

SENDING HYMN
ANNOUNCEMENTS
DISMISSAL
POSTLUDE

Savior, like a shepherd lead us ELW 789

Please SING with us!

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. Thanks be to God!
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Annual License #28372. CCLI copyright/streaming license #11574665, Opening Responses per http://www.bruceprewer.com/DocA/36PENT.htm,
Collect, Confession & Absolution, Preparation of the Table, Liturgy of the Sacrament, Post Eucharistic Prayer per Common Worship,
www.churchofengland.org,

*Scripture translations are in the public domain and sourced through http://www.biblegateway.com

IN OUR PRAYERS THIS DAY: Jane Johnston, John Berube, the elder Vallelis, Bob Ekstrand, Liesl Voosen
Fields, Karleen Habin, David Toombs, Jim Mooney, David Naugle, Marilyn Caramielo, Tim Munyon, Greg &
Sandy Linberg, Gary & Kay Lemerise, Marcus & Kate Freeman, Arnold Ariansen, Helen & Steve Trilligan

WORSHIP PROTOCOLS UPDATE
a) Masking for worshippers will continue as children of various ages are not yet cleared for vaccinations, and
some adults cannot yet receive doses due to health condition conflicts. With masks we protect each other.
b) Social distancing indoors is still our policy.
c) We will no longer require household units to sit separated from each other in the sanctuaries. Pool noodles
will remain in pews to remind us to respect our neighbors.
d) ALL pews are open for seating.
e) We sing the last hymn masked. Choir members/soloists may sing masked from the balconies.
f) Narthex doors will be opened for entry earlier ahead of the services and left open during the services.

MISSION STATEMENT
"To boldly share God's Love and Grace universally in and through our communities."
VISION STATEMENT
Modeling the welcoming nature of God, we are humbly called and driven by the Spirit to witness, engage and walk with
each other authentically, as Jesus’ hands and feet, providing spiritual,
emotional and physical nourishment.
Through evolving partnerships with ecumenical and other social service organizations we affirm justice and wholeness
under the “agency of Grace” that feed the needs and hope of all.

The Rev. Andrew H. Borden, Pastor
pastor_andrew.b@verizon.net

Ann Spinner, Parish Administrator

Beverly Sampson, Bethel Preschool Director

bethelauburn@verizon.net
Main Office: 508-832-3427

bethel_preschool_auburn@outlook.com
Preschool Office: 508-832-9411

Shannon Papandrea, Sexton
Tom Houston – Licensed Lay Minister
Worcester Campus

Garret Peters - Treasurer
Louisa Klaven, AIM – Licensed Lay Minister

- Zion Lutheran

41 Whitmarsh Avenue, 01606
The-Community-of-Zion-Lutheran-Worcester.org
Organist – Karen Couturier
Choral/Bell Director – Sally Bond

Auburn Campus

- Bethel Lutheran

90 Bryn Mawr Avenue, 01501
BethelAuburnELCA.org

Principal Organist/Choral Director – Brenda Salvi
Associate Organist/Choral Director – Lois Toeppner, Deacon
Bell Director – Adam Hanks
President – Donna Hayes
President – Preston Sturdevant
Vice-President – Jennifer Courtney
Vice- President – Dave Valleli
Financial Secretary – Ann Spinner
Financial Secretary – Russel Harris
Council – Cheyenne Courtney, Stephanie Harms, Council– Joan Parker, Ruth Thompson,
Theresa Toombs, Juliano Ruffo,
Bev Sampson, Roberta Briggs,
Don Leombruno
Leanne Carraher, Marie Sturdevant
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