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Welcome to Emanuel!   
This church and this altar belong to God, and not to us. All people are welcome to participate in every aspect of 
our worship, including our open table for the Eucharist. We are honored by your presence this day and hope 
you find peace and refreshment as we celebrate the extravagant love of God, as followers of the Way of Jesus. 
 
 
 
 

 

This Sunday’s image of the life the risen Christ shares with us is the image of friendship. We are called to 
serve others as Jesus came to serve; but for John’s gospel, the image of servanthood is too hierarchical, too 
distant, to capture the essence of life with Christ. Friendship captures the love, the joy, the deep mutuality of 
the relationship into which Christ invites us. The Greeks believed that true friends are willing to die for each 
other. This is the mutual love of Christian community commanded by Christ and enabled by the Spirit. 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us in community as people of the Way. 

PRELUDE                                                      
  

CALL TO WORSHIP 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 

It is written that love is the fulfilment of the law. Love is also the ground and goal of worship. 
Without love this hour is a waste of time. Without love this house is an empty shell. 

Come, sing a new song to our God who has done wonderful things. 
Love’s victory is openly displayed, Christ in vindicated in the sight of all nations. 

 

GREETING                          The risen Christ Jesus be with us all! And also with you! 
 

PRAYER OF APPROACH 
Let us pray: O God, You have prepared for those who love You joys beyond understanding. Pour into our 
hearts such love for You that, loving You above all things, we may obtain Your promises, which exceed all we 
can desire; through Jesus Christ, Your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen! 
 

KYRIE ELEISON (Lord, have mercy)                       Larry Olson (from: Worship and Praise) 
 

Please NO SINGING – Hear the virtual recitation by the Grace Ministries Choir Project 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in poetry, creative writing, scripture, preaching, and song. 

 
 

A READING FROM CHRISTIAN SCRIPTURE: 1 John 5:1-6                                            God’s Word Translation*                  
God’s children believe that Jesus is the Messiah and love God by keeping God’s commandments. Thusly the 
world is conquered not through military might but through love and faith. 

5 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Messiah has been born from God. Everyone who loves the Father 
also loves his children. 2 We know that we love God’s children when we love God by obeying [God’s] 
commandments. 3 To love God means that we obey [the] commandments. Obeying [these] commandments 
isn’t difficult 4 because everyone who has been born from God has won the victory over the world. Our faith is 
what wins the victory over the world. 5 Who wins the victory over the world? Isn’t it the person who believes that 
Jesus is the Son of God? 
6 This Son of God is Jesus Christ, who came by water and blood. He didn’t come with water only, but with 
water and with blood. The Spirit is the one who verifies this, because the Spirit is the truth. 

Response   Let anyone that has an ear in the churches listen. Word of God, Word of Life!  

Thanks be to God! 

PSALM 98                                        read responsively 
Sing a new song to the LORD because [the Lord] has done miraculous things. 
His right hand and his holy arm have gained victory for him. 
2 The LORD has made salvation known [and] has uncovered [Divine] righteousness  

for the nations to see. 
3 [The Lord] has not forgotten to be merciful and faithful to Israel’s descendants.  

All the ends of the earth have seen how our God saves them. 



pg. 3 
 

4 Shout happily to the LORD, all the earth. Break out into joyful singing, and make music. 
5 Make music to the LORD with a lyre, with a lyre and the melody of a psalm, 
6 with trumpets and the playing of a ram’s horn. Shout happily in the presence of the king, the LORD. 
7 Let the sea, everything in it, the world, and those who live in it roar like thunder. 
8 Let the rivers clap their hands and the mountains sing joyfully 9 in the LORD’s presence 
because [the Lord] is coming to judge the earth [and] will judge the world with justice  

and its people with fairness. 
 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                  At the Lamb’s high feast we sing                             Please NO SINGING. 
 
 
 

Preface   The Holy Gospel according to John!  Glory to you, O Lord! 
 

A READING FROM THE GOSPELS: John 15:9-17                                                       God’s Word Translation* 
9 “I have loved you the same way the Father has loved me. So live in my love. 10 If you obey my 
commandments, you will live in my love. I have obeyed my Father’s commandments, and in that way I live in 
[God’s] love. 11 I have told you this so that you will be as joyful as I am, and your joy will be complete. 12 Love 
each other as I have loved you. This is what I’m commanding you to do. 13 The greatest love you can show is 
to give your life for your friends. 14 You are my friends if you obey my commandments. 15 I don’t call you 
servants anymore, because a servant doesn’t know what [the] master is doing. But I’ve called you friends 
because I’ve made known to you everything that I’ve heard from my Father. 16 You didn’t choose me, but I 
chose you. I have appointed you to go, to produce fruit that will last, and to ask the Father in my name to give 
you whatever you ask for. 17 Love each other. This is what I’m commanding you to do. 

.Response   The Gospel of our Lord! Praise to you, O Christ! 

COLLECT                    
Let us pray: Most holy Friend, Three-person’d God, from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named, 
please help the family of the church to learn the way of love from You. Bring us together in spirit and action, 
bearing one another’s burdens, sharing each other’s gifts and establishing here on earth colonies of heaven. In 
the name of Christ, our Brother and Savior. Amen! 
 

MESSAGE                                            Pastor Andrew 
 

VIRTUAL CANTICLE                            My soul doth magnify the Lord  +                                    Samuel Wesley 
 

Please NO SINGING, but hum with a heart of faith   
 

1. My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior. 

2. For he hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden. 

3. For behold from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed. 

4. For he that is might hath magnified me, and holy is his Name. 

5. And his mercy is on them that fear him throughout all generations. 

6. He hath showed strength with his arm; he hath scattered the proud 
in the imagination of their hearts. 

7. He hath put down the mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

8. He hath filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he hath sent empty away. 

9. He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, 
as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who promises to hear 
us and answer in steadfast love. 

A brief silence. 
Loving God, You call us to be Your fruit-bearing church. Strengthen the bonds among all Christian churches. 
Today we pray for the Moravian Church, giving thanks for the life and witness of Nicolaus Ludwig von 
Zinzendorf, renewer of the church and hymnwriter. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great gracious God. 
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Creating God, the earth praises You. The seas roar and the hills sing for joy. Fill the earth with Your love so 
that by their song, all creatures of land and sea and sky, burrowing and soaring, may call us to join with them in 
praise. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great gracious God. 
Faithful Savior, you conquer the world not with weapons but with undying love. Plant your word in the hearts of 
the nations’ leaders and give them your Spirit, so that the peoples of the world may live in peace. Hear us, O 
God. 

Your mercy is great gracious God. 
Caring Healer, You forget no one and accompany the lonely. Be present with those who are sick or suffering 
(especially). Provide for those needing homes or medical care and point us towards life-changing responses to 
these needs in our own communities. Be with the dying (especially). Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great gracious God. 
Gracious God, as a mother comforts her child, You comfort us. Bless mothers and mothering people in our 
lives. Comfort those who miss their mothers, mothers who grieve, those who grieve because they cannot be 
mothers, and those who have never known a loving mother. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great gracious God. 
Gentle Redeemer, all who die in you abide in your presence forever. We remember with thanksgiving those 
who shared your love throughout their lives (especially). Keep us united with them in your lasting love. Hear us, 
O God. 

Your mercy is great gracious God. 
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to You, trusting in Your never-ending goodness and 
mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 
Our Lord Jesus said:   

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 
You are truly my friends if you do what I command you.” 

 

Let us make our confession: Most holy God, most of the time we see ourselves as nice people, who are trying 
to do the loving thing in a difficult world. 
 

We try not to lie, cheat, malign, abuse or injure others. 
 

We try to serve You through the church and within the community. 
 

We pray for peace and justice, and we attempt to forgive those who sin against us. 
 

By the standards of love in the wider community we have not done so badly. 
Yet deep within we know how far we fall short of the love-standard set by Jesus, 

and we even fall beneath the level that our own ideals have set us. 
We feel compromised and mislead by this hustling world with its glitter. 
We become frustrated and undermined by a negativity within ourselves 

which diverts us and leads us into withholding love. 
Loving God, we certainly need Your pardoning grace and humbly we ask for it. But also, we need much more. 

We seek the grace of self-honesty, and a sharper awareness of our own hearts. 
We need Your illuminating Light, helping us to see through the humbug of society. 
We need to allow ourselves to become saturated with Your love. 

We ask for the spurring on of Your Spirit to make us more eager for the art of true loving, and more determined 
to practice what we preach. 

Grant us these graces we pray, for without You we are as nothing.  
Hear our prayer, through Christ our Savior. Amen! 
 

Almighty God, our heavenly Creator, who in great mercy has promised forgiveness of sins to all that with 
hearty repentance and true faith turn in faith: have ☩ mercy upon us; pardon and deliver us from 
all our sins; confirm and strengthen us in all goodness; and bring us to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
 

THE PEACE     The peace of our risen Lord be with us all! And also with you! 
 

Maintaining social-distancing, wave to your sisters and brothers in Christ! 
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of the risen and ascended Christ! 

 

PREPARATION OF THE TABLE 
Hear the words of comfort our Savior Christ says to all who truly turn to him: “Come to me, all who labor 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” Amen. 

 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR JESUS’ LIFE AND OUR SALVATION 
The Lord be with you! And also with you! 

Let us open up our hearts! We open them up to the Lord! 
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God! It is right to give God thanks and praise! 

 

Pastor Andrew gives thanks for God’s salvation in Jesus Christ. 
 
 

CHRIST’S WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
Pastor Andrew prays for the Spirit’s presence in us who are gathered and the meal we share. 
 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
Yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The bread which we break is a sharing of the body of Christ. 

We being many are one body, for we all share in the one bread. 
Jesus Christ is the Lamb of God, who has taken away the sins of the world. Happy are all called to his supper. 

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word and I shall be healed. 
God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people. 

Jesus Christ is holy, Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Almighty. Amen! 
AGNUS DEI (Lamb of God)                                                                                                                 ELW pg. 208 
 

The liturgy is played for meditative purposes – PLEASE no singing out loud, whisper in your heart! 
 

THE EUCHARIST** 
      

NOTE: For the immediate future, communion kits will be our method of receiving the Eucharist. 
We apologize that at this time we cannot offer a gluten-free alternative. 

Believing in the real presence of Christ, Grace Ministries practices open-table, Eucharistic hospitality.  
All people , baptized or not, are welcomed to The Meal. 

 

POST EUCHARISTIC PRAYER        
Let us pray; Wellspring of joy, through this meal You have put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the hunger still 
around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that Your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen! 
 
 

BLESSING     The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep our hearts and minds 
in the knowledge and love of God, and of the Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 

and the blessing of God almighty, ☩ the Creator, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among us and remain with us always. Amen. 

 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
     

DISMISSAL                         Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

POSTLUDE                         
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com, Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #28372. CCLI copyright/streaming license #11574665, Collect, Confession per http://www.bruceprewer.com/DocA/36PENT.htm, 
Absolution, Preparation of the Table, Blessing per www.churchofengland.org  

*Scripture translations are in the public domain and sourced through http://www.biblegateway.com 
+ York Minster Choral Evensong, May 2nd, 2021 
 
 

 



pg. 6 
 

 
 
 

Emanuel Lutheran Church, ELCA 
 

Mr. Thomas Houston, Licensed Lay Minister 
thomashouston321@gmail.com 

 

The Rev. Andrew H. Borden, Synod-assigned Pastor 
pastor_andrew.b@verizon.net 

 

Marilyn Albernaz, Administrative Assistant 
emanuellutheran@aol.com 
Main Office: 508-756-6620 

 

Leonardo Ciampa – Music Director 
 

President – Amy Benoit 
Vice-President – Russ Luthman  

Council – Jonathan Stapel, Amber Lundsten, Tony Persini, Pamela French 
Robert Grahn, Kristine Robbins, Karen Arnowski 

 

                                                                                                                           


