Yoked communities of faith and service
Love is spoken here! Be the living Eucharist!

☩ The Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 2nd, 2021
8:45 AM Zion Lutheran
10:15 AM Bethel Lutheran
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All are welcome here!
These churches and altars belong to God, and not to us. All people are welcome to participate in every aspect
of our worship, including our open table for the Eucharist. We are honored by your presence this day and hope
you find peace and refreshment as we celebrate the extravagant love of God, as followers of the Way of Jesus.
This Sunday’s image of how the risen Christ shares his life with us is the image of the vine. Christ the vine and
we the branches represents how in the mystery of mutual abiding described in the gospel our lives flourish as
we permit God’s agency through the Spirit in guiding our lives. Baptism makes us a part of Christ’s living and
life-giving self. As the vine brings food to the branches, Christ feeds us at his table. We are sent out to bear
fruit for the life of the world.

GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us in community as people of the Way.

PRELUDE
CALL TO WORSHIP
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Christ our Host is present with us.
We are convened by his own Spirit.
Drink gladly from this True Vine, for you will never drink in vain.
Here the poorest can eat and be satisfied, and all seekers shall praise the Lord
with joy in our hearts forever!
The good news shall be passed on to each generation, people as yet unborn will proclaim his salvation.
For the final word belongs with our Lord, the people of all nations are under his rule.
GREETING
The risen Christ Jesus be with us all! And also with you!
PRAYER OF APPROACH
Let us pray: O God, You give us Your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live whole and healthy lives.
Nourish our life in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness of Your joy, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen!
KYRIE ELEISON (Lord, have mercy)
Larry Olson (from: Worship and Praise)
Please NO SINGING – Hear the virtual recitation by the Grace Choir Project

WORD
God speaks to us in poetry, creative writing, scripture, preaching, and song.

A READING FROM CHRISTIAN SCRIPTURE: Acts 8:26-40
God’s Word Translation*
Led by the Spirit, Philip encounters an Ethiopian official who is returning to his African home after having been
to Jerusalem to worship. Philip uses their encounter to proclaim the gospel to him. Upon coming to faith in
Jesus, he is baptized by Philip.
26
An angel from the Lord said to Philip, “Get up, and take the desert road that goes south from Jerusalem to
Gaza.” 27 So Philip went.
An Ethiopian man who had come to Jerusalem to worship was on his way home. The man was a eunuch, a
high-ranking official in charge of all the treasures of Queen Candace of Ethiopia. 28 As the official rode along in
his carriage, he was reading the prophet Isaiah out loud.
29
The Spirit said to Philip, “Go to that carriage, and stay close to it.”
30
Philip ran to the carriage and could hear the official reading the prophet Isaiah out loud. Philip asked him,
“Do you understand what you’re reading?”
31
The official answered, “How can I understand unless someone guides me?” So he invited Philip to sit with
him in his carriage.
32
This was the part of the Scriptures that the official was reading:
“He was led like a lamb to the slaughter. He was like a sheep that is silent when its wool is cut off. He didn’t
open his mouth.
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33

When he humbled himself, he was not judged fairly. Who from his generation will talk about his life on earth
being cut short?”
34
The official said to Philip, “I would like to know who the prophet is talking about. Is he talking about himself or
someone else?” 35 Then Philip spoke. Starting with that passage, Philip told the official the Good News about
Jesus.
36
As they were going along the road, they came to some water. The official said to Philip, “Look, there’s some
water. What can keep me from being baptized?” 38 The official ordered the carriage to stop. He and Philip
stepped into the water, and Philip baptized him. 39 When they had stepped out of the water, the Spirit of the
Lord suddenly took Philip away. The official joyfully continued on his way and didn’t see Philip again.
40
Philip found himself in the city of Azotus. He traveled through all the cities and spread the Good News until
he came to the city of Caesarea.
Response Word of God, Word of Life! Thanks be to God!
PSALM 22:25-31
read responsively
25
My praise comes from you while I am among those assembled for worship.
I will fulfill my vows in the presence of those who [consider] the LORD [with awe].
26
Oppressed people will eat until they are full. Those who look to the L ORD will praise [the Lord].
May you live forever.
27
All the ends of the earth will remember and return to the LORD.
All the families from all the nations will worship you
28
because the kingdom belongs to the LORD [who] rules the nations.
29
All [people who prosper in the light of the Lord’s love] on earth will eat and worship.
All those who go down to the dust will kneel in front of [our Lord], even those who are barely alive.
30
There will be descendants who serve [our Lord], a generation that will be told about the Lord.
31
They will tell people yet to be born about [the Lord’s] righteousness—that [the Lord] has finished it.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

At the Lamb’s high feast we sing

Please NO SINGING.

Preface The Holy Gospel according to John! Glory to you, O Lord!
A READING FROM THE GOSPELS: John 14:1-7; 15:1,3-4,8
God’s Word Translation*
2
14 “Don’t be troubled. Believe in God, and believe in me. My Father’s house has many rooms. If that were not
true, would I have told you that I’m going to prepare a place for you? 3 If I go to prepare a place for you, I will
come again. Then I will bring you into my presence so that you will be where I am. 4 You know the way to the
place where I am going.”
5
Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you’re going. So how can we know the way?”
6
Jesus answered him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one goes to the Father except through me. 7 If
you have known me, you will also know my Father. From now on you know him through me and have seen
him in me.”
15 Then Jesus said, “I am the true vine, and my Father takes care of the vineyard.
3
“You are already clean because of what I have told you. 4 Live in me, and I will live in you. A branch cannot
produce any fruit by itself. It has to stay attached to the vine. In the same way, you cannot produce fruit unless
you live in me.
8
You give glory to my Father when you produce a lot of fruit and therefore show that you are my disciples.
Response The Gospel of our Lord! Praise to you, O Christ!
COLLECT
Let us pray: Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ have overcome death and
opened to us the gate of everlasting life: grant that, as by Your grace going before us You put into our
minds good desires, so by Your continual help we may bring them to good effect; through Jesus Christ our
risen Lord, who is alive and reigns with You, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen!
MESSAGE
Pastor Andrew
VIRTUAL HYMN
Taste and see
Moore
.
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who promises to hear
us and answer in steadfast love.
A brief silence.
God of all fruitfulness, You abide in Your church and Your church abides in You. Cleanse us by Your word and
give Yourself to the whole church on earth so that it bears fruit and witnesses to Your love. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great, Gracious God.
You have created the heavens and the earth. As we wonder at the beauty of creation, may we seek vital
connections among all that depends on the earth for life. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great, Gracious God.
You rule the nations with justice and love. Give the leaders of the earth assurance of Your abiding presence,
that they lead not by fear but with love for those they are called to serve. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great, Gracious God.
You have loved us so that we can love others. We pray for all in need of Your love: those who are poor, lowly,
outcast, weak, or fearful. Provide for the needs of all (especially). Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great, Gracious God.
You gather us with all the saints by the power of Your Spirit (especially with Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria
and those we name before you). With them, may our hearts live forever in Your keeping. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great, Gracious God.
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to You, trusting in Your never-ending goodness and
mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION
Sisters and brothers in Christ, as we gather at the Lord’s table,
we must recall the promises and warnings given to us in the Scriptures.
Let us therefore examine ourselves and repent of our sins.
Let us give thanks to God for the redemption of the world through the Son Jesus Christ,
and as we remember Christ’s death for us, and receive this pledge of his love,
let us resolve to serve him in holiness and righteousness all the days of our life.
Silence is kept for reflection.
We pray: Father eternal, giver of light and grace, we have sinned against You,
and against our neighbor, in what we have thought, in what we have said and done,
through ignorance, through weakness, through our own deliberate fault.
We have wounded Your love and marred Your image in us.
We are sorry and ashamed, and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of Your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us, forgive us all that is past;
and lead us out from darkness to walk as children of light. Amen.
Almighty God, our heavenly Creator, who in great mercy has promised forgiveness of sins to all that with
hearty repentance and true faith turn in faith: have ☩ mercy upon us; pardon and deliver us from
all our sins; confirm and strengthen us in all goodness; and bring us to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.
THE PEACE

The peace of our risen Lord be with us all! And also with you!
Maintaining social-distancing, wave to your sisters and brothers in Christ!

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of the risen and ascended Christ!

PREPARATION OF THE TABLE
Hear the words of comfort our Savior Christ says to all who truly turn to him: “Come to me, all who labor
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” Amen.
THANKSGIVING FOR JESUS’ LIFE AND OUR SALVATION
The Lord be with you! And also with you!
Let us open up our hearts! We open them up to the Lord!
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God! It is right to give God thanks and praise!
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Pastor Andrew gives thanks for God’s salvation in Jesus Christ.
CHRIST’S WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Pastor Andrew prays for the Spirit’s presence in us who are gathered and the meal we share.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are
Yours, now and forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The bread which we break is a sharing of the body of Christ.
We being many are one body, for we all share in the one bread.
Jesus Christ is the Lamb of God, who has taken away the sins of the world. Happy are all called to his supper.
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word and I shall be healed.
God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people.
Jesus Christ is holy, Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Almighty. Amen!
AGNUS DEI (Lamb of God)
ELW pg. 208
The liturgy is played for meditative purposes – PLEASE no singing out loud, whisper in your heart!
THE EUCHARIST**
NOTE: For the immediate future, communion kits will be our method of receiving the Eucharist.
We apologize that at this time we cannot offer a gluten-free alternative.
Believing in the real presence of Christ, Grace Ministries practices open-table, Eucharistic hospitality.
All people , baptized or not, are welcomed to The Meal.
POST EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Let us pray; Eternal God, whose Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life: grant us to walk in his
Way, to rejoice in his truth, and to share his risen life; who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. Amen!
BLESSING

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep our hearts and minds
in the knowledge and love of God, and of the Son Jesus Christ our Lord;
and the blessing of God almighty, ☩ the Creator, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among us and remain with us always. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
DISMISSAL
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
POSTLUDE
From Sundays and Seasons.com, Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #28372. CCLI copyright/streaming license #11574665, Responsive Prayer, per http://www.bruceprewer.com/DocA/36PENT.htm,
Scripture Preparation, Confession/Absolution, Preparation of the Table, Post Eucharistic Prayer, Blessing per www.churchofengland.org

*Scripture translations are in the public domain and sourced through http://www.biblegateway.com

IN OUR PRAYERS THIS DAY: Jane Johnston, John Berube, the elder Vallelis, Bob Ekstrand, Liesl Voosen
Fields, Karleen Habin, Linda Vernon, David Toombs, Jim Mooney, David Naugle, Marilyn Caramielo, Tim
Munyon, Greg & Sandy Linberg, Terry Hamilton, Joyce Szerejko

VIRTUAL SUNDAY SCHOOL
https://www.thevirtualsundayschool.com/

ADULT FORUM – Tuesdays @ 7 PM
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88386679918? pwd=S2ltK04yN1paMnMrTHJtUzVrWnVxZz09
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NEWS AROUND GRACE
1) FLOOR WAXING: Over the next several weeks, first Bethel, then Zion, will receive floor stripping and
waxing work to clean and seal everything up! Please check with the office BEFORE heading out to
either campus so that you don't find places you were going off-limits.
2) RAISED FLOWER BEDS AT BETHEL: A new, community gardening project is about to unfold on the
lawn outside of the offices and sanctuary: raised beds and vine poles are to be erected. Check with
Pam Sutton or Judy Sampson on the scope and shape of things to come :)
3) ZION & BETHEL LAWN HELP: Zion has a new electric-battery push-mower, and Bethel has a nice
gas powered unit. However, we are in need of volunteers to use them :) Give us a ring so we can get
you set up to help keep our lawns trim!
4) CMHA WALK: Our GRACE Team page is up and accepting donations to help fight homelessness in
our area! Our team is presently at $643 towards our current goal for $1,000, CAN U HELP US??? A
number of GRACE people are actually walking the day of the "virtual" walk; contact the office, or speak
with Marie Sturdevant, to join the in-person effort! You can find our team page
here https://www.classy.org/team/347789
5) GRACE CAFÉ: We are working towards reopening operations for Wednesday noontime in the June
timeframe. The City of Worcester health department has given us the “green light” to go, scheduling
volunteers with Elder Services of Worcester for recertification with Serve-Safe training is up next, plus
contacting our existing guest base to gauge willingness to come back together, albeit socially
distanced. Meals will be pre-package in covered trays, no serving from chafing dishes. If you would like
to help for a couple of hours around the noontime period, please give the office a call, or talk with Pr.
Andrew
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WORSHIP REMINDERS DURING COVID-19 PANDEMIC
Grace is NOT relaxing safety protocols anytime soon, even though many states are “opening
up”. To keep EVERYONE safe, looking out for the needs of the many, and not just the few or
the one, we follow Jesus’ mandate to love others as we love ourselves!
1) The seating you have been directed to we expect you to remain in for the duration of the
service: this provides 6’ minimum social distancing between you and other people in our
sanctuary this day: the pew noodles help multiple family units remain apart.
2) When the service is over, the congregation will be released from the rear-most seating towards
the front: please exit directly from the church to your vehicles: small group gatherings and
coffee hour are not yet permitted.
3) The communion kit you received upon entering will be consecrated during the Great
Thanksgiving from the altar by the pastor. Once this has taken place all commune from our
locations together. Please dispose of communion kit remains in the narthex trash.
4) Please keep your masks on during the service EXCEPT for your receiving of communion.
5) No live, in-person singing will be permitted for the foreseeable future.
6) Ventilation systems are ACTIVE which means windows can be open at any time.
70 person limit/sanctuary – Bethel
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50 person limit/sanctuary – Zion

Chapels/NOT open

MISSION STATEMENT

"To boldly share God's Love and Grace universally in and through our communities."
VISION STATEMENT

Modeling the welcoming nature of God, we are humbly called and driven by the Spirit to witness,
engage and walk with each other authentically, as Jesus’ hands and feet, providing spiritual,
emotional and physical nourishment.
Through evolving partnerships with ecumenical and other social service organizations we affirm
justice and wholeness under the “agency of Grace” that feed the needs and hope of all.
The Rev. Andrew H. Borden, Pastor
pastor_andrew.b@verizon.net

Ann Spinner, Parish Administrator

Beverly Sampson, Bethel Preschool Director

bethelauburn@verizon.net
Main Office: 508-832-3427

bethel_preschool_auburn@outlook.com
Preschool Office: 508-832-9411

Shannon Papandrea, Sexton
Louisa Klaven, AIM – Licensed Lay Minister
Tom Houston – Licensed Lay Minister
Worcester Campus

- Zion Lutheran

41 Whitmarsh Avenue, 01606
The-Community-of-Zion-Lutheran-Worcester.org
Organist – Karen Couturier
Choral/Bell Director – Sally Bond

Auburn Campus

- Bethel Lutheran

90 Bryn Mawr Avenue, 01501
BethelAuburnELCA.org

Principal Organist/Choral Director – Brenda Salvi
Associate Organist/Choral Director – Lois Toeppner, Deacon
Bell Director – Adam Hanks

President – Donna Hayes
Vice-President – Jennifer Courtney
Council – Cheyenne Courtney, Stephanie Harms,
Theresa Toombs, Juliano Ruffo,
Don Leombruno

President – Preston Sturdevant
Vice- President – Dave Valleli
Council– Joan Parker, Ruth Thompson,
Bev Sampson, Roberta Briggs,
LeeAnne Carraher, Marie Sturdevant

Grace Ministries is like an inn for anyone looking for a place to relax. A united religious community
embodying:
 environments in which people are free to search for what faith following The Way of Jesus can
mean for them today;
 congregations that give space to 'own' ways of believing, stimulating uninhibited reading of
bible stories, teaching that works to help each of us uncover and reveal the Essence of Grace
and Mercy that are God;
 communities of the faithful that are open and affirming of all people looking for spirituality and
the meaning of religion in our culture and society, providing opportunities for ways of living in
service with creation through the engagement and expression of one’s talents and gifts.

RECONCILING IN CHRIST
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