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 through our RIC Central MA campuses  Love is spoken here! Be the living Eucharist! 
 

All are welcome here! 
This church and this altar belong to God, and not to us. All people are welcome to participate in every aspect of 
our worship, including our open table for the Eucharist. We are honored by your presence this day and hope 
you find peace and refreshment as we celebrate the extravagant love of God, as followers of the Way of Jesus. 
 

8 AM Second Sunday of Easter – April 11th, 2021 
During the Easter season we revel in the mystery of Christ’s presence, mostly through the glorious gospel of 
John. Today we gather with the disciples on the first Easter and with Thomas ask for a sign, which Jesus offers 
us as his wounded self in the broken bread. From frightened individuals we are transformed into a community 
of open doors, peace, forgiveness, and material sharing such that no one among us is in need. 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us in community as the people of the Way. 

RESPONSIVE PRAYER 
 

O Lord, we cry to You for help. In the morning our prayer comes before You. 

Let our mouths be full of Your praise, and Your glory all the day long! 

Every day will we bless You, and praise Your name forever and ever! 

Awesome things will You show us in Your righteousness, O God of our salvation, O hope of all the ends of 
the earth and of the seas that are far away! 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within us, bless God’s holy name! 

You redeem our lives from the grave, and crown us with mercy and steadfast love! 
 

GREETING                          The risen Christ Jesus be with us all! And also with you! 
 

PRAYER OF APPROACH 
Lord, hear our prayer, and let our cry come before You. 

Let us pray: Dear God, You are astounding! At the end of all Your surprises You send among us the One who 
was crucified, died, was buried, and has risen into glory. He comes now as a living Lord, defying our locked 
doors, banishing our fears, greeting us with peace, and overwhelming us with awe and wondering love! 

How paltry is our vaunted knowledge, how pathetic our cultured doubts, when our souls are confronted with 
this risen Christ! How blessed are those who believe him, and how happy are those who receive him! 

Please receive our thanks, our praise and our worship, and continue blessing us beyond our deserving, as we 
lift up our voices in celebration. In the name of this same Christ Jesus whose presence and effectiveness 
through Grace by the power of the Spirit makes of us resurrection people! Amen! 

VIRTUAL KYRIE ELIEISON (Lord, have mercy)                              Olson: Grace Choir Project 

WORD 
God speaks to us in poetry, creative writing, scripture, preaching, and song. 

 

SCRIPTURE PREPARATION 
Let us pray: O Lord, You have given us Your Word in the person of Jesus for a light to shine upon our path. 
Please grant us so to meditate on the Word, and to follow its teaching, that we may find in it the light that 
shines more and more until the perfect day; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

A READING FROM HEBREW SCRIPTURE (Tanakh): Acts of the Apostles                    God’s Word Translation*                    
While the apostles testified to others about the resurrection of Jesus, the early Christian community shared 
what they owned or sold their possessions to help their fellow believers who were in need. 
32 The whole group of believers lived in harmony. No one called any of [their] possessions [their] own. Instead, 
they shared everything. 
33 With great power the apostles continued to testify that the Lord Jesus had come back to life. God’s abundant 
good will  was with all of them. 34 None of them needed anything. From time to time, people sold land or houses 
and brought the money 35 to the apostles. Then the money was distributed to anyone who needed it. 

Response   Word of God, Word of Life! Thanks be to God! 
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PSALM 133                                        read responsively 
See how good and pleasant it is when brothers and sisters live together in harmony! 
2 It is like fine, scented oil on the head, running down the beard—down Aaron’s beard— 

running over the collar of his robes. 
3 It is like dew on Mount Hermon, dew which comes down on Zion’s mountains.  

That is where the LORD promised the blessing of eternal life. 
 

 

Preface   The Holy Gospel according to John!  Glory to you, O Lord! 
 

A READING FROM THE GOSPELS: John 20:19-31                                                     God’s Word Translation* 
19 That Sunday evening, the disciples were together behind locked doors because they were afraid of the 
[Judeans]. Jesus stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you!” 20 When he said this, he showed 
them his hands and his side. The disciples were glad to see the Lord. 
21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, so I am sending you.” 22 After he 
had said this, he breathed on the disciples and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 Whenever you forgive sins, 
they are forgiven. Whenever you don’t forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 
24 Thomas, one of the twelve apostles, who was called Didymus, wasn’t with them when Jesus came. 25 The 
other disciples told him, “We’ve seen the Lord.” 

Thomas told them, “I refuse to believe this unless I see the nail marks in his hands, put my fingers into them, 
and put my hand into his side.” 
26 A week later Jesus’ disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Even though the doors 
were locked, Jesus stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 27 Then Jesus said to Thomas, “Put your 
finger here, and look at my hands. Take your hand, and put it into my side. Stop doubting, and believe.” 
28 Thomas responded to Jesus, “My Lord and my God!” 
29 Jesus [said], “You believe because you’ve seen me. Blessed are those who haven’t seen me but believe.” 
30 Jesus performed many other miracles that his disciples saw. Those miracles are not written in this 
book. 31 But these miracles have been written so that you will believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of 
God, and so that you will have life by believing in him. 

.Response   The Gospel of our Lord! Praise to you, O Christ! 

COLLECT                    
Let us pray: Most holy God, patient Friend of doubters, our own human eyes have not seen, nor have our 
hands touched, the risen Christ. Keep us fresh and alert through Your gift of faith which glories in following 
the living Lord wherever he leads. Enable us in loving others and not measuring the cost, nor expecting any 
pay-back except that of knowing we are participants in an Easter drama which has no end. In the name of this 
very same Jesus, who with You and the Holy Spirit, are the joy of hearts’ desiring, now and ever more. Amen! 

MESSAGE                                            Pastor Andrew 
 

HYMN MEDITATION                                        The wounded Christ                                       Please NO SINGING 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who promises to hear 
us and answer in steadfast love. 

A brief silence. 
You shower Your church with Your Grace, O God. Please unite the whole church on earth, so that with one 
heart it testifies to the resurrection of Jesus Christ with power and love. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
You proclaim the blessing of life forevermore. Like dew upon the mountains, refresh Your creation. Restore 
waters, cleanse the air, and provide revitalizing moisture to parched land. Give Your whole creation the 
promise of new life. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
You direct the nations, O God. Please guide all in authority, that they shepherd their peoples in the ways of 
Your love. Defeat in us our impulse to war. Bestow the peace of Christ upon those in authority and breathe 
upon them the Holy Spirit. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
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You place within the heart of the church a spirit of sharing. Please increase within each of us the power of Your 
generous Spirit, that we provide for the needs of others. Announce Your peace to those who are lonely, 
hurting, suffering, or afraid. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
You give us fellowship with one another in this faith community of Grace. Shine the light of the risen Christ in 
our life together, so that we live in love for one another and our joy may be complete. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
You share the gift of eternal life. In thanksgiving and remembrance, we recall the lives and gifts of those who 
now live in endless joy. Unite us with them in resurrection hope. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to You, trusting in Your never-ending goodness and 
mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 
Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord, we come to you in sorrow for our sins, and confess to you 
our weakness and unbelief. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
Lord Jesus, you wept over the sins of your city. On our neighborhoods: Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 
Lord Jesus, you heal the wounds of sin and division, jealousy and bitterness. On us: Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 
Lord Jesus, you bring pardon and peace to the sinner. Grant us peace: Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

The God of all mercies has reconciled the world to Godself through the death and resurrection of the Son, 
Jesus Christ, not counting our trespasses against us, but sending the Holy Spirit to shed abroad Divine love 
among us. By the ministry of reconciliation entrusted by Christ to his church, receive our ☩ Lord’s pardon 
and peace to stand before him in his strength alone, this day and evermore. Amen. 
 
 

THE PEACE     The peace of our risen Lord be with us all! And also with you! 
 

Maintaining social-distancing, wave to your sisters and brothers in Christ! 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of the risen and ascended Christ! 

 

PREPARATION OF THE TABLE 
The risen Christ invites us to partake of his very self, body and blood, present in, with and under the forms 
of host and drink at this table and in your hands. Come, eat and be satisfied! Amen. 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR JESUS’ LIFE AND OUR SALVATION 
The Lord be with you! And also with you! 

Let us open up our hearts! We open them up to the Lord! 
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God! It is right to give God thanks and praise! 

 

Pastor Andrew gives thanks for God’s salvation in Jesus Christ. 
 

CHRIST’S WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
Pastor Andrew prays for the Spirit’s presence in us who are gathered and the meal we share. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
Yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The bread which we break is a sharing of the body of Christ. 

We being many are one body, for we all share in the one bread. 
Jesus Christ is the Lamb of God, who has taken away the sins of the world.  

Happy are they who are called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word and I shall be healed. 
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God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people. 
Jesus Christ is holy, Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Almighty. Amen! 

 
 

THE EUCHARIST** 
      

NOTE: For the immediate future, communion kits will be our method of receiving the Eucharist. 
We apologize that at this time we cannot offer a gluten-free alternative. 

Believing in the real presence of Christ, Grace Ministries practices open-table, Eucharistic hospitality.  
All people , baptized or not, are welcomed to The Meal. 

 

POST EUCHARISTIC PRAYER        
Let us pray; Faithful God, in baptism You have adopted us as Your children, made us members of the risen 
body of Christ and chosen us as inheritors of Your kingdom: we thank You that in this Eucharist You renew 
Your promises within us, empower us by Your Spirit to witness and to serve, and send us out as disciples 
of Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen! 
 

BLESSING  May our glorious God grant us a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 
The God of life, Creator, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless us now and forever. Amen. 

 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
     

DISMISSAL                         Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

From Sundays and Seasons.com, Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #28372. CCLI copyright/streaming license #11574665, Prayer of Approach, Collect per http://www.bruceprewer.com/DocA/36PENT.htm, 
Scripture Preparation, Confession/Absolution, Preparation of the Table, Post Eucharistic Prayer per www.churchofengland.org  

*Scripture translations are in the public domain and sourced through http://www.biblegateway.com 
 
 

IN OUR PRAYERS THIS DAY: Jane Johnston, John Berube, the elder Vallelis, Bob Ekstrand, Liesl Voosen 
Fields, Karleen Habin, Linda Vernon, David Toombs, Jim Mooney, David Naugle, Pr. Bean, Marilyn Caramielo, 
Tim Munyon, Judy Lincoln, Greg & Sandy Linberg 
 
Grace Ministries is like an inn for anyone looking for a place to relax. A united religious community 
embodying: 

 environments in which people are free to search for what faith following The Way of Jesus can 
mean for them today; 

 congregations that give space to 'own' ways of believing, stimulating uninhibited reading of 
bible stories, teaching that works to reveal the Essence of Grace and Mercy that are God; 

 communities of the faithful that are open and affirming of all people looking for spirituality and 
the meaning of religion in our culture and society, providing opportunities for ways of living in 
service with creation through the engagement and expression of one’s talents and gifts. 
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 ELCA – Yoked Communities of Faith and Service 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
"To boldly share God's Love and Grace universally in and through our communities." 

 
 

VISION STATEMENT 
Modeling the welcoming nature of God, we are humbly called and driven by the Spirit to witness, engage and 

walk with each other authentically, as Jesus’ hands and feet, providing spiritual,  
emotional and physical nourishment. 

 

Through evolving partnerships with ecumenical and other social service organizations we affirm justice and 
wholeness under the “agency of Grace” that feed the needs and hope of all. 

 

The Rev. Andrew H. Borden, Pastor 
pastor_andrew.b@verizon.net 

 

Ann Spinner, Parish Administrator        Beverly Sampson, Bethel Preschool Director 
                                             bethelauburn@verizon.net                     bethel_preschool_auburn@outlook.com 
                                             Main Office: 508-832-3427                           Preschool Office: 508-832-9411 

 

                                   Shannon Papandrea, Sexton             Louisa Klaven, AIM – Licensed Lay Minister 
 

Tom Houston – Licensed Lay Minister 
 

Worcester Campus - Zion Lutheran   Auburn Campus - Bethel Lutheran 
                                              41 Whitmarsh Avenue, 01606                           90 Bryn Mawr Avenue, 01501                                                        

                           The-Community-of-Zion-Lutheran-Worcester.org                BethelAuburnELCA.org 
 
 

                                                Organist – Karen Couturier                 Principal Organist/Choral Director – Brenda Salvi 
                                           Choral/Bell Director – Sally Bond    Associate Organist/Choral Director – Lois Toeppner, Deacon 
                                                                                                                           Bell Director – Adam Hanks 
 

                                                 President – Donna Hayes                             President – Preston Sturdevant 
                                       Vice-President – Jennifer Courtney                         Vice- President – Dave Valleli 
                            Council – Cheyenne Courtney, Stephanie Harms,    Council– Joan Parker, Ruth Thompson, 
                                          Theresa Toombs, Juliano Ruffo,                         Bev Sampson, Roberta Briggs, 
                                                        Don Leombruno                                LeeAnne Carraher, Marie Sturdevant 

 WORSHIP REMINDERS DURING COVID-19 PANDEMIC 
Grace is NOT relaxing safety protocols anytime soon, even though many states are “opening 
up”. To keep EVERYONE safe, looking out for the needs of the many, and not just the few or 
the one, we follow Jesus’ mandate to love others as we love ourselves! 

 

1) The seating you have been directed to we expect you to remain in for the duration of the service: this 
provides 6’ minimum social distancing between you and other people in our sanctuary this day: the pew 
noodles help multiple family units remain apart. 

2) When the service is over, the congregation will be released from the rear-most seating towards the 
front: please exit directly from the church to your vehicles: small group gatherings and coffee hour are 
not yet permitted. 

3) The communion kit you received upon entering will be consecrated during the Great Thanksgiving from 
the altar by the pastor. Once this has taken place all commune from our locations together. Please 
dispose of communion kit remains in the narthex trash. 

4) Please keep your masks on during the service EXCEPT for your receiving of communion. 
5) No live, in-person singing will be permitted for the foreseeable future. 
6) Ventilation systems are ACTIVE which means windows can be open at any time. 

70 person limit/sanctuary – Bethel       50 person limit/sanctuary – Zion    Chapels/NOT open 
 

RECONCILING IN CHRIST                


