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NEWSLETTER APRIL 2021                                     TIME  SENSITIVE 

 

                                PLEASE DO NOT DELAY 

 
 

Our lives are formed by Word and 

Sacrament, and we gather as the beloved 

children of God around the means of grace 

where our lives are in Christ. 
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PASTOR’S MESSAGE 
 

LOVE OF GOD AND EACH OTHER 

Couch-potatoes are not what God hopes to 
cultivate in us. 

One of our older members visited in the 
office recently, always on the go, and told 
me, “You know I can’t just sit still!” 

Yes, I know! 

We are called to be active in life in ways that 
magnify the Lord and give honor to this gift 
of breath, spirit and being each of us has 
been birthed into. 

The oral tradition handed down through 
millennia regarding our beginnings as God’s 
people, finally set to parchment only a few 
hundred years before our Savior’s birth in 
our Judeo-Christian tradition, outline 
humanity’s struggle in living life in ways that 
honor God and this gift. 

We don’t get far into the book of Genesis 
when, although Adam and Eve, their boys 
Cain and Abel, are not reclining as couch-
potatoes but active in living life, things 
seemingly devolve and murder takes place; 
jealousy the motivation. 

These days commercial enterprise push 
advertisements our way constantly; we 
deserve or need this, that and the other 
thing, they admonish us. And its easy to get 
caught up in “bettering” our condition in life 
with respect to our neighbors, or at least 
“keeping up with the Joneses.” 

We can become “active” in pursuing our 
hunter-gathering of stuff; but is it honoring 
God, are we paying attention to, and helping 
lift up, our neighbor, do we love our 
neighbors as ourselves? 

I suppose we should ask, “Do we even love 
ourselves?” 

The tables of the Law that Moses on Sinai 
was given by God outline in the first five 
tables how to be in relationship with, and 
love, God. The next five outline how to be in 
relationship with each other as co-equal 
children in the community of humanity. 

These ten are the guidelines for not only 
magnifying the Lord but also giving honor for 
this gift of breath, spirit and being. Following 
them helps us to love and respect ourselves 
through this practice called faith. 

Jesus’ words from the gospels state that he 
did not come to do away with any of the 
Law, those ten original tables, or the work of 
the prophets, but he came to refocus 
humanity in every generation; 1) as how to 
live into a relationship with, and love, of 
God, and that through this we learn how to, 
2) respect, care-for, love each other as the 
true family of humanity that we are. 

If we are serious about our relationships 
then we’re not going to be couch-potatoes; 
except maybe at the end of a well-run day 

as we look to rewind 😊 But, we’re not going 

to sit-out life, let it pass by, if God is at the 
center where our understanding turns to 
developing our birthed-in gifts, skills and 
talents and how they work integrally with 
society and the world in helping the kingdom 
of God come into full fruition in ours and 
every generation! 

Our world is in overall far better condition 
than what we find in recorded history; and 
that history now goes back, and pointers 
push farther, than ever before to our human 
race’s origins due to ongoing archaeological 
finds all around the globe, above and below 
sea and water level! 

It is true that there is discord. However, the 
degree to which equality and justice are a 
global hallmark continue to increase beyond 
limits of the past. And science and 
technology, overall, are improving 
humanity’s resilience and appreciation for 
the fragility and sanctity of life and our 
sacred place within the entire created ‘verse, 
courtesy of the Supreme Intelligent 
Designer! 

Our challenge is in recognizing that all we 
are and all we have has little to do with us, 
and everything to do with God; the Creator 
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described in the book of Genesis, 
recognized in tradition by the Ojibwe, 
pointed towards in creation myths and 
legend by cultures around the globe! 

Humbly acknowledging our breath, sprit, and 
being in light of the Supreme Engineer 
should nudge us towards action in 
developing our ability to engage for the good 
of the whole, and not singularly focused on 
the one: our honoring God by not sitting life 
out! 

Jesus’ coming, and selfless sacrifice of work 
within the heavens/entire ‘verse for a time, in 
“walking in our shoes”, truly “in our skin”, 
increasingly blows my mind as I endeavor to 
dig ever-deeply into emerging recognition for 
the authentic “Christ” and the means of 
Grace and Mercy, the Essence that is God!  

As Jesus’ words point our main focus 
towards loving God and through that depth 
and appreciation loving each (and every) 
other (that is, embodying Grace and Mercy 
with/for each other relentlessly) then our 
lives should never be other than active in 
putting our breath, spirit and being towards 
the good of the kingdom! 

In thanks for the sacrifice on Golgotha, the 
rising and ascension, proving the world has 
no control over the Divine, or us as we live 
by faith into eternal life, let us bow before 
the throne and humbly give thanks for the 
persistent Divine hoping for us, embracing 
us, and patiently dealing with our misuse of 
free-will! And may we continually seek the 
Spirit’s lead in helping us discover more of 
who we are and our sacred place in God’s 
good creation! 

In Christ, through Christ, with Christ ☩ 

Pastor Andrew 

 

 

Heather Stolberg 
Linda & Thomas Buckley 

Diana & Jay Stolberg 
Henry Lewis & Lisa Ferreira 

Judy Sampson 
Lois Toeppner 

Sue &  Tom Lauder 
Gordon & Margaret Berryman 
Peter & Cheryl Giovannucci 

 

Nils “Skip” Hagberg 
Preston & Marie Sturdevant 

 
 

 

 

Doris Brick 
c/o Oakdale Nursing & Rehab. 
76 No. Main St., W. Boylston, MA 01583 
 

 

Jeff Moody 
c/o Lanessa Extended Care 
751 School Street, Webster, MA 01570 
 

Delores Bengtsson 
c/o Care One @ Millbury 
312 Millbury Street, Millbury, MA 01527 
 

May Jacobson 
c/o Knowlwood Nursing Center 
87 Briarwood Circle, Worcester, Ma 01606 
 

 
 

 
 

PRAYER LIST 
John Berube – Karen Carlson - Liesl Voosen 
Fields – Grover Gentry - Paul Josephson - Bill 
Lewis - Eric Lewis –Jim Mooney – David Naugle -  
Bob Venning - Bob Ekstrand – Karleen Habin – 
Linda Vernon - Marilyn Caramielo - Amy Runge - 
Fred Parker - Tim Munyon - Greg & Sandy Linberg 
- Barbara Valleli – Peter Rotando – David Toombs 
– Pastor Ken & Pat Bean – Jane Johnston 
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12 Major Trends for Churches in 2021  

By Thom Rainer 

Pastor Andrew’s note: Mr. Rainer comes out of the Southern Baptist tradition. They are a literal 
bible-based denomination whose “speak” concerning things like “conversion” differ from the 
ELCA and our full-communion partner denominations; the United Church of Christ, the 
Episcopal Church USA, the Presbyterian Church USA, the Moravian Church, the United 
Methodist Church. However, insight into changes in parish structures, etc. are valuable across 
the board of denominational lines as societal influences have been morphing in recent years, 
and the pandemic has exacerbated shifts in how one participates and worships, i.e. remotely vs. 
in-person, frequency, et al. 
 

While escaping 2020 has been a stated goal for many people, there will still be challenges in 
front of us as we move into 2021. Churches will be among the organizations to confront clear 
and present challenges. 
 

Of course, the topic of COVID is unavoidable as congregations move forward to a new year. 
The devastation the pandemic has wreaked among people and organizations has also been 
acutely felt by churches and their leaders.  

While predicting future trends is never a precise effort, we do see enough data points to suggest 
these twelve trends are potentially powerful movements that will affect congregations, some for 
better and some for worse. They are not listed in any particular order. 
 

1. Massive growth of co-vocational ministry. It will be increasingly common for churches 
to have fewer full-time staff. Some will hold other jobs because churches cannot afford full-time 
pay and benefits. Some of the staff will choose to be co-vocational so they can have a 
marketplace ministry. Both of these factors will result in a massive number of staff moving from 
full-time to co-vocational. 

2. Baby boomers will be greater in number than children in the majority of churches. 
This demographic shift has three causes. First, the birthrate is declining. Second, the boomer 
generation is large in number, second only to millennials. Third, increasing longevity means 
boomers will be around for a while. If a church is not considering what senior adult involvement 
looks like, it’s already behind the curve 

3. The micro-church movement begins in about 5,000 North American churches. A 
new manifestation of the multi-site movement will be multi-site campuses with 50 or fewer 
congregants. The early adopter churches, estimated to be around 5,000, will define this 
movement and become the models for future micro-churches. 

4. Digital church strategies will complement in-person strategies. We’ve seen some 
leaders advocate a “digital first” strategy while some insist on an “in-person first” approach. As 
we have followed thousands of churches, we are seeing more strategies where neither 
approach is a priority over the other. Church leaders are moving toward blending these two 
important areas in a complementary fashion. We will be looking at this reality in future articles. 

5. The number of adopted churches will begin to catch the number of closed 
churches. This trend is very positive. While we are not seeing a decline in the numbers of 
churches on the precipice of closing, we are seeing a major trend develop as more of these very 
sick churches get adopted by healthier churches. This development means more neighborhoods 
will have a gospel witness. 
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6. Church fostering will move into the early adoption stage. Church fostering takes 
place when a healthier church helps a less healthy church for a defined period, usually less than 
a year. We anticipate 30,000 churches (meaning 15,000 foster churches and 15,000 fostering 
churches) will enter into this relationship in 2021. Again, this trend portends well for the overall 
gospel witness of local congregations. 

7. Once the pandemic stabilizes and the number of cases decline, churches’ average 
worship attendance will be down 20% to 30% from pre-pandemic levels. As of today, we 
are seeing quicker recovery among smaller churches. If this pattern continues, churches over 
250 in attendance (before the pandemic) will have the greatest challenge to recover. 

8. The new definition of a large church will be 250 and more in average worship 
attendance. These “new” large churches will be in the top ten percent of all churches in North 
America. Before the pandemic, a church would need an average worship attendance of 400 to 
be in the top ten percent. 

9. Denominations will begin their steepest decline in 2021. In terms of membership and 
average worship attendance, denominations overall will begin a greater rate of decline. This 
negative trend can be attributed to three factors. First, the churches in the denominations will 
decline more rapidly. That factor is the single greatest contributor. Second, there will be fewer 
new churches in the denominations. Third, the combination of church closures and church 
withdrawals from denominations will be slightly greater than previous years. 

10. Giving in churches will decline 20 percent to 30 percent from pre-pandemic levels. 
For the most part, the decline in congregational giving will mirror the decline in attendance in 
churches. 

11. Overall conversion growth in local churches will improve. This indicator is mostly 
positive. We define conversion growth as the average worship attendance of the church divided 
by the number of people who became followers of Christ and active in the church in one year. 
For example, if a church has 20 conversions and an average worship attendance of 200, its 
conversion rate is 10:1 (200 divided by 10). Lower is better with conversion rates. We say 
“mostly positive” for this trend, because some of the improvement in the conversion rate is due 
to lower worship attendance. 

12. Nearly nine out of ten North American congregations will self-define as needing 
revitalization. Though this trend is troubling, it does indicate at least one silver lining in the 
cloud. Congregational leaders, particularly pastors, are more open and willing to admit they 
need help 
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“BOOKIES” Book Club 
Next meeting is Monday, April 26th we will be 

discussing "The Burgess Boys" by Elizabeth 

Strout.  We will also be 

choosing our books through 

May of 2022.  Nominate up to 3 

books and the group will vote 

on which books to read.  If you 

cannot make this meeting, 

email Jackie 

Walsh,  jackmae@charter.net  with your 

nominations.  Meeting will be held at 2pm in Voosen 

Hall or outdoors weather permitting. 

Monday May24th we will be meeting by Zoom with 

Christine Whitmarsh to discuss her Memoir" The 

Power of the Curve".  The Whitmarsh family were 

members of Bethel when Christine and her sister 

Karen were children.   Christine suffered from 

Scoliosis and has written a memoir about her journey 

with this painful spinal condition.  She now lives in 

Florida and is looking forward to meeting with our 

group to discuss her book.  The book can be ordered 

on Amazon; or you may check with one of the 

Bookies to share the copy we are passing around. 

All are welcome! 

 

Residency is still only 7 people with no indoor 

dining.  Call Jackie Walsh to volunteer; 508-407-

8876. For volunteers interested our next dates 

will be April 30th, May 28th and June 25th last 

Friday of each month continuing throughout the 

year.  Check the newsletter for any changes and 

call Jackie Walsh for more information or to set 

up a date to serve (508-407-8876). 

GRACE ONGOING POLICY 
FOR IN-PERSON WORSHIP 

While we are encouraged with the roll-out of 
vaccines, and many have received first and 
second doses, it will be a while until the 

population reaches “herd” immunity and the 
ability for returning to worship practices as 
before the pandemic. 

Our outstanding musicians provide not only 
fantastic instrumental interpretive devotion 
each week, we are ALSO blessed with 
GRACE virtual choir selections each month, 
and other virtual music augments our 
services! 

For the foreseeable future our safety 
protocols remain in place and are strictly 
adhered to: 

- Ventilation is ACTIVE in both facilities 
prior to and during worship. 

- Sanctuary seating is within MA 
Executive Order guidelines. 

- In-person singing is NOT allowed at 
any time. 

- Except for ushers and staff (who are 
on the honor system in making 
certain they meet guidelines for 
health) ALL persons seeking access 
to the facilities for worship or 
scheduled meetings must 
successfully answer health-related 
questions OUTSIDE the church prior 
to being admitted. 

- All participants names are recorded 
should any possible contact-tracing 
need arise. 

- Social distancing between 
cohabitating household units is in-
place at all times.  

- Worship bulletins are handed 
individually to worshippers on their 
way into the sanctuary by an usher. 

- Communion is by personal 
communion kits, only. 

- Masks are worn at all times EXCEPT 
when worshippers partake of 
communion from their personal kits 
picked up from table on their way into 
the sanctuary. 

- An offering plate is available on the 
table in the narthex to receive 
offerings on the way into the 
sanctuary. 

mailto:jackmae@charter.net
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=pictures+of+victorian+woman+reading+a+book&qpvt=pictures+of+victorian+woman+reading+a+book&FORM=IQFRML#view=detail&id=BD35947E23DF8334F989C332C474E733C85038B5&selectedIndex=4
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- Household units are separated in the 
pews via “pool noodles”, reminding us 
of social distancing requirements. 

- Sanctuary seating takes place via 
side-aisles only from the front-back 
prior to worship, with back-front 
release of worshippers at the end of 
services: NO 
CONGREGATING/GATHERING 
MAY TAKE PLACE WITHIN THE 
FACILTITIES OR ON THE CHURCH 
GROUNDS. 

Let us all be one with creation…humble, 

non-anxious, capable of wonder, loving, 

kind, joyful… 

 

All good things flow from God, but our 

humanness can change light into dark; 

always time to mindful. 

 

 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 2021 
 

Zion 
Gail Hartshorn – 04/05 
Julia Engvall – 04/09 
Bill McGovern - 0430 

 

Bethel  
Liliana Taubinger - 04/04 
Christina Nelson - 04/10 

Carolyn Salmonson - 04/12 
Emily Chunis - 04/15 

William Nelson - 04/15 
Brianna Courteau - 04/16 

Shirley Connor - 04/18 
Bill Connor - 04/20 

Adam Hanks - 04/23 
Eva Spanos - 04/25 
John Kallio - 04/28 
Lori Smith - 04/29 

Jon Sanborn - 04/29 
 

 
APRIL ANNIVERSARIES  

 
 

Bethel 
Vinny & Jackie Walsh - 04/09 
Jon & Sara Sanborn - 04/17 

 

Zion 
Amy & Michael Costello – 04/20 
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“The mission of our Social Ministry Team is to coordinate Bethel Lutheran Church’s compassionate witness to 

God’s love and grace with the needs of our congregation, the local community, and the world” 

 
Living in the midst of the pandemic has presented us 
with opportunities to examine who we are and 
where we are going as we begin to move into a new 
post-pandemic world.  Over the past year we have 
had to adapt to many changes in the way we 
conduct our business, relate to each other and 
worship together. But one thing remains constant in 
the ebb and flow of life; God is the same yesterday, 
today and tomorrow.  He continues to call us into a 
relationship with Himself, and to love our neighbor 
as ourselves, which means God is the center of our 
heart’s desire and devotion, and we are to relate to 
our neighbor with love, compassion, and mercy.  A 
review of the Social Ministry mission statement 
reminds us that we will continue in our witness to 
God’s love and grace with the needs of the members 
of our congregation, our local, national, and 
international communities in need.  We ask the 
members of our congregations of Grace Ministries to 
prayerfully consider where God is calling us 
individually and as a faith community.   
 
We voted to send $500 from our Social Ministry 
funds to ELCA Disaster Relief to help in their 
response to assisting areas of the southern states 
which were hit particularly hard by the polar vortex 
that caused sub-freezing temperatures and heavy 
snow across our country.  Texas as well as other 
southern states lack the infrastructure to deal with 
these conditions which left 4.5 million homes and 
businesses without power and water.   
 
We are designating April as Jeremiah’s Inn month 
and will be collecting food, paper products, cleaning 
supplies and grocery gift cards which may be 
brought to worship on April 25th.  In addition, we will 

be purchasing bedding for the rooms through Social 
Ministry funds.   
 
One of the major fundraisers for the Central 
Massachusetts Housing Alliance is the Walk for the 
Homeless.  Like last year, the 2021 walk will be done 
virtually.  We have organized a Grace Ministries 
team, and we invite members and friends of Grace 
to join us in walking or sponsoring one of our team 
members. You may add your name to our team or 
make donations directly through our team page,  
https://www.classy.org/team/347789 anytime 
from now through May 23rd.  If you prefer, you may 
give cash or a check made out to Bethel Lutheran 
Church and we in turn will send your donations to 
our team page.  A group from Bethel will gather and 
walk around the Auburn neighborhood following 
worship on May 23rd.  Our team goal this year is to 
raise $1,000.  The goal for CMHA is $100,000. 
 
Social Ministry is adopting a card ministry, which 
together with Shepherding provides compassionate 
care to our members who may be on the prayers list 
or homebound.  We are looking for anyone who 
might enjoy sharing in this card ministry, which 
involves writing out and mailing cards to people on 
our prayer list as well as those celebrating special 
occasions.  We will also welcome donations of 
greeting cards and postage stamps that will help 
expand this ministry.  Please see a member of our 
team for more information.  
 
Jesus said, “I give you a new commandment – to love 
one another.  Just as I have loved you, you also are to 
love one another.”  - John 13:34 

 

https://www.classy.org/team/347789


Grace Ministries – April 2021 
      
  

  
Page 9 

 
  

Bethel’s Council Connection 
 

Greetings from your Church Council.  Yes, that’s 

right, this is YOUR church council.  We are a 

dedicated group of your fellow Bethel members, and 

our sole duty is to make sure that OUR church is 

operated in a manner that best serves the majority 

of its members.  Please remember that we are here 

as volunteers, to help take care of the many details 

necessary to keep Bethel moving forward.  Your 

comments and feedback are ALWAYS welcome as 

we help to steer the course for Bethel. 

Easter is upon us, and hopefully this Easter season 

will bring a resurrection and rebirth in the life of 

Bethel.  Today we had a nice attendance at morning 

worship, and hopefully as more and more of get 

vaccinated, and the weather gets better, we will see 

even more members return to in-person worship, 

and once again enjoy our Sunday mornings together. 

Some of the things that council has been discussing 

are property updates, which include the 

repair/replacement of the flower box outside the 

chapel window, and the restructuring of the sign out 

front.   We would like to see the sign turned so that 

it is perpendicular to Bryn Mawr Ave., thus making it 

easier to see as cars pass by.  We are also hoping to 

have all the tile flooring in the building stripped and 

waxed int the coming months, which will cost in the 

neighborhood of $5000.00.  If anyone would like to 

donate funds to help offset this cost, please let us 

know, otherwise we will have to take to money from 

one of our investments. 

If things go as planned, Bethel Pre-school will be 

back in operation this fall.  Pre-school director Bev 

Sampson is willing to have a one-on-one open house 

with anyone who has children and is interested in a 

faith based early education program.  Please contact 

the office and they will put you in touch with Bev. 

Another topic of discussion was the future of Bethel 

moving forward.  Christian Ed for the youth of Bethel 

is very important, and more discussions will be held 

at our April council meeting as we plan for the future 

of our Bethel Youth.  If you would like to weigh in on 

this topic, please feel free to attend our April council 

meeting on Sunday, April 11th at 11:30 in Voosen 

Hall, either in person or by Zoom.  Please contact 

either myself or the Pastor if you would like to 

attend via Zoom, and we will send you the link. 

Thanks for being a loyal member or friend of Bethel, 

and we look forward to seeing you one of these 

Sunday mornings at in-person worship. 

Preston Sturdevant 
Council President 
 

 

Zion’s Council Update 
 

Hello Everyone, 

Happy April - Spring Flowers!!! 

We would like to announce and welcome our 2 new 

Council Members: Cheyenne Courtney and Juliano 

Ruffo! They help bring a next generation perspective 

to our ministries and we look forward to their 

ongoing input and enthusiasm.    

Zion's Council Meetings are offered via ZOOM and in 

person at Bethel where we can control the 

ventilation for the safety of those participating. 

Zion Parsonage: The boiler turned out to be on its 

last legs, breaking down twice during the cold snaps 
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of the past month and leaving our tenants literally in 

50-degree situations with their two young children. 

A decision was made to move forward with a 

replacement unit: Well McLane for $9,620 through 

Ace Temperature Control (they, with DeWolfe 

Contracting, are Grace’s accepted heating/plumbing 

contractors for both campuses).  Bylaws allow 

Council the ability for monetary disbursements of 

up-to $5,000 without a congregational vote, so a 

50% deposit was for the new boiler. The week of 

March 22nd the boiler was installed 

Our parishes are praying and discerning the 

possibility for Homeless Family Apartments being 

constructed in the Lower Education Wing at Zion in 

response to the growing homeless challenge in the 

city: this project authorized by vote at Zion’s 2021 

annual meeting. There are many steps and meetings 

to come between agencies such as Catholic 

Charities, IHN, and CMHA before this could take 

place. A Zoom meeting following Easter is in the 

planning stages to discuss “next steps”. Oakman 

Enterprises, volunteering their time, are finishing up 

blueprints to assist in the discussions and vision for 

the space. 

7 PM Good Friday and 7 AM Easter Sunrise 

ecumenical services via Zoom 

Easter Service April 4th, 8:45 at Zion 

We could use property volunteers for grounds work 

(spring clean-up) and building maintenance!! 

Pastor has completed his COVID vaccine course in 

working to protect all of us, and people he comes 

into contact with, as he is about ministry with all of 

us and the wider community. 

Donna Hayes, Council President - Zion 

COMMUNITY OF ☩ FAITH 

- This is a term identifying all of Jesus’ 
followers of the Way. 

- It has become associated with local 
churches, or yoked/multi-point ministries; 
for example, our Grace Ministries, ELCA 
is a community of faith, currently with two 
campuses. 

- The church of Jesus Christ, followers of 
the Way, as an overall-global community 
of faith infers unity of commitment by all 
current believers to the means of Grace 
and Mercy, in continuity with the saints of 
all time, confessing Jesus as Lord and 
Savior, and looking to the Spirit of God 
as motivator, advocate and lead for our 
lives.  

- If we begin with the Spirit’s leading of us, 
then we must look at inspiration of the 
Word, that is God, and more definitively 
Jesus “the Word made flesh and come 
among us.” We certainly find the Word in 
our reading of the bible (where we 
understand scripture to contain the Word 
of God, but not being the literal Word of 
God.) Yet, when we come together as 
God’s people in worship, not only is the 
Word from scripture spoken, it is lifted 
up, proclaimed, through the preaching as 
the Spirit of God leads revelation of its 
truth in that space and place in the 
presiding context of time and situational 
reality; relevant and life-giving for all who 
hear it. 

- Jesus’ sacrifice at Golgotha proves how 
God cannot be overcome by the world, 
and that through faith we overcome the 
world’s chaos seeking to impact our 
lives; as we die to self (worldly influence 
controlling and distracting us) we arise in 
Christ to new life in wholeness and hope! 

- A dynamic not always recognized is the 
uplifting unity of human spirit working 
within the body of an assembled 
worshipping community; corporate 
engagement led by the Spirit with the 
Word, proclamation and sacrament. In 



Grace Ministries – April 2021 
      
  

  
Page 11 

 
  

other words, there is a dynamic at play 
within real-time, in-person experiences 
which the Spirit engenders amongst 
participants that cannot be duplicated in 
other way! 

- A dear mentor in scouting many years 
ago would relate to us around the 
campfire how he worshipped God 
through nature. Even at a young age I 
recognized there was truth in what he 
stated, but that it also fell short in 
providing him with the full-range of 
nurture God intends for each one of us. 

- Private bible study, participation via 
virtual means with worship and 
study/education opportunities, sojourns 
in the great outdoors, are all important 
and due to various circumstances may 
be the only means for some people in 
having connection with the Divine at 
times. 

- And yes, the pandemic has rendered in-
person opportunities challenging, and we 
certainly don’t endorse coming together if 
it is unsafe for any to do so: we follow as 
our mandate what Jesus has taught us in 
looking out for the well-being of the 
entirety of humanity, not just serving the 
needs of the few or the one. 

- Yet, as it is safe and capable for people 
to do so, the nature of corporate 
gathering as the local expression of the 
global community of faith, and pastoral 
visits with those in facilities, strengthens 
our universal commitment with and for 
each other within the nurture of Spirit-led 
renewal.  

- Through renewal by participation in the 
covenant of the Eucharist, our 
refreshment in Christ’s presence in, with 
and under the forms of bread and wine 
prepares us to best dive-into life again 
and again; putting our “best-foot” forward 
and developing/utilizing our gifts, skills 
and talents for the good of the whole, not 
just the few or the one! 

- Prayer is lifted up daily for the Spirit’s 
leading of Grace Ministries’ direction, 
and our corporate expression together 
through our local community of faith 
amongst the global entirety. Together we 
rightly discern the Spirit’s direction for 
our lives and work as the church in 
Jesus’ name; each year seeking 
revelation for new or retiring ministry 
opportunities. 

- Together each generation develops and 
learns from the previous the importance 
for a centering in the life-giving truth that 
is the only path to wholeness and 
wellness in this gift of life our Creator has 
blessed each of us to experience as a 
privilege. 

- Let us continue engaging, together, in 
this journey of life as an ever-expanding 
faithful expression through our 
communities and contexts; discerning 
the light illuminating our path forward/us 
maturing as lights revealing God’s truth 
by the way in which we carry ourselves, 
recognized as witness to the world in 
speech and action as second-nature, 
authentic inspired living! 
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I’m a Lutheran: Scott Peters 
By Erin Strybis (courtesy Living Lutheran magazine) January 22, 2021 

 
 

Courtesy of the office of Scott Peters, representative for California’s 52nd 
Congressional District  
 

Christ Lutheran Church, San Diego 
U.S. representative for California’s 52nd 
Congressional District  

The church was the center of our life 
when I was a child. My dad was a parish 
pastor for many years. My three sisters and 
I always sat in the front row during Sunday 
worship. We often got the church giggles.  

My dad taught me that it’s important to live your faith in the community. One of the things he did was 
fight for the desegregation of housing in the suburbs of Detroit. He became involved in that effort 
nationwide and met Martin Luther King Sr. after his son had been assassinated. King said to him, “Do 
you have a white church?” He answered yes, and then King asked, “Can I come speak to 
them?” So in September 1969, King came up to our congregation and spoke. Dad was passionate 
about civil rights.  

I became interested in politics on my first trip to Washington, D.C. I think I was 9 years old. I bought 
a book on the presidents and memorized all of them. My family had a discussion around the 
government—I really got the bug.  

Before I ran for public office, I practiced environmental law for 15 years. One day it occurred to me 
that I had something to contribute. I ran for city council and won. It was a full-time job, and I left my 
practice to work on some development and environmental issues in San Diego. While I was on city 
council, every trip to church or the grocery store was a town hall meeting. That’s part of the fun of 
being in local politics.  

As a representative in Congress, I am someone who wants to solve problems rather than create 
them. I’m pro-environment, but I’m also pro-business, pro-capitalist, pro-civil rights. I was first elected 
in 2012 and have been honored to serve since then. I come at this work from a perspective of 
service.   

To follow Jesus is to take care of the poor and underprivileged. I do try to make that part of my 
mission in life.  

The church has a very important role in speaking up for God’s creation. Pretty soon in places like 
Bangladesh hundreds of millions of people will be forced out of their homes because of rising sea 
levels. God calls us to respond and to do what we can to prevent it. We can’t just care about the 
issue, we have to care about each other, and we won’t solve climate change unless we do.  

https://www.livinglutheran.org/author/erin-strybis/
https://www.christpb.org/
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I find hope in the congresspeople who really want to help make things better. There’s this sense of 
common purpose that’s very heartening. Most progress happens through peacemaking, not through 
war-making. We really can’t solve problems without working together.  

I pray that we in the United States can begin listening to and caring for one another.   

My kids grew up in our church. My daughter’s 29. My son is 27. They live in New York and Los 
Angeles. They’re extremely ethical, diligent kids, and I think that church has had a big effect on 
them.   

I’m a Lutheran because I depend so heavily on grace. Grace means to me the ability to not have to 
feel guilty about being human. 

 
 

Our Creator and Protector, present within all space and time, 

blessed be thy name. 

Your WAY of grace and mercy come, Your will be done,  

on earth as it is within all the ‘Verse of Your creation. 

Give us this day all that we need,  

and forgive us our separateness from You,  

as through compassion learned from Your example, we forgive those  

for which evil colors their speech and actions. 

Lead us into Your WAY of wholeness and strengthen us against evil tendencies. 

For all the ‘Verse and righteous power are Yours, in the glory of Your holy name,  

now and forever. Amen.  

Pastor Andrew 

https://www.livinglutheran.org/2018/09/lutheran-legacy-of-peacemaking-series/
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 through our RIC Central MA campuses            
 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

"To boldly share God's Love and Grace universally in and through our communities." 
 

VISION STATEMENT 
 

Modeling the welcoming nature of God, we are humbly called and driven by the Spirit to witness, engage and walk with 
each other authentically, as Jesus’ hands and feet, providing spiritual, emotional and physical nourishment. 

 

Through evolving partnerships with ecumenical and other social service organizations we affirm justice and wholeness 
under the “agency of Grace” that feed the needs and hope of all.  

 
 

 

 
 

The Rev. Andrew H. Borden, Pastor 
pastor_andrew.b@verizon.net 

 
 
 

Ann Spinner, Parish Administrator 

bethelauburn@verizon.net 
 
 

 
 

Shannon Papandrea, Sexton 
 

Kate Valleli & Kristel Hunt– Christian Education Team 
 
 

Worcester Campus - Zion Lutheran   Auburn Campus - Bethel Lutheran 
                                              41 Whitmarsh Avenue, 01606                           90 Bryn Mawr Avenue, 01501 
                                                      Office: 508-853-2009                                        Office: 508-832-3427 
 

                           The-Community-of-Zion-Lutheran-Worcester.org                BethelAuburnELCA.org 
 

                                                Organist – Karen Couturier                 Principal Organist/Choral Director – Brenda Salvi 
                                           Choral/Bell Director – Sally Bond    Associate Organist/Choral Director – Lois Toeppner, Deacon 
                                                  President – Donna Hayes                                 President – Preston Sturdevant 
 

 

Yoke Council 
Co Presidents Preston Sturdevant (Bethel) & Donna Hayes (Zion) Secretary – Stephanie Harms (Zion) Marie Sturdevant 

(Bethel) 
 

 

Bethel Congregation Council 
EXECUTIVE TEAM: President – Preston Sturdevant Vice President – Dave Valleli Secretary – Marie Sturdevant 

Leanne Carraher, Ruth Thompson, Roberta Briggs, Joan Parker, Bev Sampson 
 

Functional Units 
Social Ministry – Marie Sturdevant & Judy Sampson 
Worship & Music Committee – Joan Parker, Chair 

Property Team – Garrett Peters, Rick Hagberg, Roy Benoit Jr.                     Altar Guild – Leanne Carraher, Chair 
Adult Forum, Roberta Briggs 

 

Preschool 
Preschool Director – Bev Sampson 508-832-9411 Bethel_preschool_auburn@outlook.com 

Teachers, Karen Borden, Shannon Papandrea, Teachers Aide, Kim Capaldi 
 

Zion Congregation Council 
EXECUTIVE TEAM: President – Donna Hayes - Vice President – Jennifer Courtney Secretary – Stephanie Harms 

Theresa Toombs, Don Leombruno, Cheyenne Courtney, Juliano Ruffo 
 

Functional Units 
Outreach Ministry Team – Stephanie Harms/Jean Harger, Coordinators 

 
Altar Guild – TBA 

 

RECONCILING IN CHRIST 

mailto:bethelauburn@verizon.net
mailto:Bethel_preschool_auburn@outlook.com

