through our RIC Central MA campuses Love is spoken here! Be the living Eucharist!

All are welcome here!
This church and this altar belong to God, and not to us. All people are welcome to participate in every aspect of
our worship, including our open table for the Eucharist. We are honored by your presence this day and hope
you find peace and refreshment as we celebrate the extravagant love of God, as followers of the Way of Jesus.

Ash Wednesday – February 17th, 2021
We begin our forty-day journey toward Easter this day, looking to better recognize the sacrifice God has made
to prove the Love that never lets us go! We have already been reconciled to God through Christ, but humbly
pray for God to make our hearts better ready to be Spirit-led in the ways of grace and mercy. Returning to our
baptismal call, we are called to more intentionally bear the fruits of mercy and justice in the world.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us in community as the people of the Way.

PRELUDE
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION
Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, creator of the entire ‘Verse, companion in the meal at the table of life,
and eternal breath over the deep waters!
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of our omniscient, omnipresent God.
Silence for reflection
Lord God, our maker and our redeemer, this is Your world and we are Your people: please continue in
coming among us and saving us. We have willfully misused Your gifts of creation; Lord, be merciful:
forgive us our sin.
We have seen the ill-treatment of others and have not gone to their aid; Lord, be merciful:
forgive us our sin.
We have condoned evil and dishonesty and failed to strive for justice; Lord, be merciful:
forgive us our sin.
We have heard the good news of Christ, but have failed to share it with others; Lord, be merciful:
forgive us our sin.
We have not loved You with all our heart, nor our neighbors as ourselves; Lord, be merciful:
forgive us our sin.
The Lord enrich us with Grace, and nourish us with blessing; the Lord defend us in trouble and
keep us from all evil; the Lord accept our prayers, and absolve us from our offences, for the sake of Jesus
Christ, our Savior. Amen.
KYRIE ELEISON (Lord, have mercy)
Larry Olson (from: Worship and Praise)
Please NO SINGING – Hear the virtual recitation
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way. Kyrie eleison, every day.
1) For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; For this holy house, for all who
worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.
2) That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor; that we may live out truth and
justice and grace, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.
3) For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family; for life and for love, for our work and
our play, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.
4) For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word; that you nourish our souls with
your body and blood, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.
GREETING
The Grace and Mercy that is Christ Jesus be with us all! And also with you!
PRAYER OF APPROACH
Let us pray: Gracious God, out of Your love and mercy You breathed into dust the breath of life, creating us to
honor the gift of life in relationship with the Holy and each other! Please call forth our prayers and acts of
kindness, and strengthen us to face our mortality with confidence in the mercy of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen!
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WORD
God speaks to us in poetry, creative writing, scripture, preaching, and song.

A READING FROM HEBREW SCRIPTURE (Tanakh): Isaiah 58:1-12
God’s Word Translation*
Shortly after the return of Israel from exile in Babylon, the people were troubled by the ineffectiveness of their
fasts. God reminds them that outward observance is no substitute for genuine fasting that results in acts of
justice, such as feeding the hungry, sheltering the homeless, and clothing the naked. Sincere repentance will
lead to a dramatic improvement of their condition.
Cry aloud! Don’t hold back! Raise your voice like a ram’s horn. Tell my people about their rebellion and the
descendants of Jacob about their sins.
2
They look for me every day and want to know my ways. They act as if they were a nation that has done what
is right and as if they haven’t disregarded God’s judgment on them. They ask me for just decrees. They want
God to be near them.
3
Why have we fasted if you are not aware of it? Why have we inflicted pain on ourselves if you don’t pay
attention?
Don’t you see that on the days you fast, you do what you want to do?
You mistreat all your workers.
4
Don’t you see that when you fast, you quarrel and fight and beat your workers? The way you fast today keeps
you from being heard in heaven.
5
Is this the kind of fasting I have chosen? Should people humble themselves for only a day? Is fasting just
bowing your head like a cattail and making your bed from sackcloth and ashes? Is this what you call fasting? Is
this an acceptable day to the LORD?
6
This is the kind of fasting I have chosen:
Loosen the chains of wickedness, untie the straps of the yoke, let the oppressed go free, and break every
yoke.
7
Share your food with the hungry, take the poor and homeless into your house, and cover them with clothes
when you see them naked. Don’t refuse to help your relatives.
8
Then your light will break through like the dawn, and you will heal quickly. Your righteousness will go ahead of
you, and the glory of the LORD will guard you from behind.
9
Then you will call, and the LORD will answer. You will cry for help, and [the Lord] will say, “Here I am!”
Get rid of that yoke. Don’t point your finger and say wicked things.
10
If you give some of your own food to feed those who are hungry and to satisfy the needs of those who are
humble, then your light will rise in the dark, and your darkness will become as bright as the noonday sun.
11
The LORD will continually guide you and satisfy you even in sun-baked places. [The Lord] will strengthen
your bones. You will become like a watered garden and like a spring whose water does not stop flowing.
12
Your people will rebuild the ancient ruins and restore the foundations of past generations. You will be called
the Rebuilder of Broken Walls and the Restorer of Streets Where People Live.
Response Word of God, Word of Life! Thanks be to God!
PSALM 51:1-17
read responsively
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.
2
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.
3
For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.
4
Against you, you alone, have I sinned, and done what is evil in your sight,
so that you are justified in your sentence and blameless when you pass judgment.
5
Indeed, I was born [amidst the moral dilemma of humanity, naïve] when my mother conceived me.
6
You desire truth in the inward being; therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart.
7
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.
8
Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have crushed rejoice.
9
Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities.
10
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me.
11
Do not cast me away from your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from me.
12
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a willing spirit.
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Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will return to you.
Deliver me from bloodshed, O God, O God of my salvation,
and my tongue will sing aloud of your deliverance.
15
O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise.
16
For you have no delight in sacrifice; if I were to give a burnt offering, you would not be pleased.
17
The sacrifice acceptable to God[d] is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.
14

HYMN ACCLAMATION

Be Thou my vision

Please NO SINGING.

Preface The Holy Gospel according to Mark! Glory to you, O Lord!
A READING FROM THE HOLY GOSPELS (Good News): Matthew 6:3,6,17,19-22
Scholar’s Edition
This translation reveals to us the authentic core of Jesus’ teaching, separated out from the evangelist,
Matthew’s, addition of recommendations taught to his original congregation.
“When you give to charity, don’t let your left hand know what your right hand is doing.
When you pray, go into a room by yourself and shut the door behind you.
When you fast, comb your hair and wash your face.
Don’t acquire possessions here on earth, where moth or insect eat away and where robbers break in and steal.
Instead, gather your nest egg in heaven, where neither moth nor insect eats away and where no robbers break
in or steal. As you know, what you treasure is your heart’s true measure.
The eye is the body’s lamp. It follows that if your eye is clear, your whole body will be flooded with light. If your
eye is clouded, your whole body will be shrouded in darkness. If then, the light within you is darkness, how
dark that can be!”
Response The Gospel of our Lord! Praise to you, O Christ!
COLLECT
Let us pray: Authentic God, You are absolutely real with no pretense whatsoever! And this is the nature of
Jesus as reported in scripture. Help us to better understand each day, how to be real in our devotion to You.
May we embody the authentic Grace and Mercy that is Your Essence, with lives filled with faith that breeds
hope in us and through our witness to the world. Amen!
MESSAGE
Pastor Andrew
BLESSING OF ASHEN SQUARES
Our ancestors in the faith used ashes as a sign of our repentance, a symbol of the uncertainty and fragility of
human life. Like them, we have tasted the ashes of hopelessness; we have walked through the ashes of our
loss and pain; we have stood knee-deep in the ashes of our brokenness, particularly in the throes of pandemic.
Let us pray: God of our lives, out of the dust of creation You indeed have formed us and given us life. May
these ashen squares not only be a sign of our repentance and death, but reminders that by Your gift of Grace
in Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, we are granted life forever with You. Amen.
HYMN MEDITATION
Holy, holy, holy, my heart, my heart adores You
Please NO SINGING
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence.
O God, You call Your children of faith to be ministers of reconciliation throughout the world. Please inspire us
in proclamation of the gospel and guide our ministries to build up the body of Christ. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
O God, You created the earth and all its inhabitants and You declared that it is good. Protect mountains and
valleys, animals and plants, and direct us to be good stewards of all You have made. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
O God, You desire peace. Please direct governments and leaders to work for the well-being of all people and
raise up advocates to speak and serve on behalf of the downtrodden. Lord, in Your mercy.
hear our prayer.
O God, You are our hope in the midst of despair, our help in the midst of sorrow, and our consolation in the
midst of affliction. Please grant comfort to all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit (especially) and support
caregivers who attend to all in need. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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O God, Your Essence is love, as You call us to love one another. Accompany with Your Grace all journeying
toward baptism and help us follow Jesus in the Way of the cross. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
O God, You are our life and our salvation. We give You thanks for the righteous who have died in faith
(especially today we remember The Rev. Timothy Roser). Please inspire us by their example to proclaim Your
steadfast love. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to You, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
THE PEACE

The peace of our Lord be with us all! And also with you!
Maintaining social-distancing, wave to your sisters and brothers in Christ!

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of the risen and ascended Christ!

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Let us pray: Merciful God, please receive the sacrifice of our praise and thanksgiving and the offering of our
lives that follow in the Way of Jesus. May we know the joy of the resurrection through Christ our Lord. Amen.
PREPARATION OF THE ALTAR
Be present, Lord Jesus Christ our risen high priest; please make yourself known in this food and drink. Amen.
Christ our Passover has made his sacrifice for us: therefore let us celebrate the feast.
THANKSGIVING FOR JESUS’ LIFE AND OUR SALVATION
The Lord be with you! And also with you!
Let us open up our hearts! We open them up to the Lord!
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God! It is right to give God thanks and praise!
Pastor Andrew gives thanks for God’s salvation in Jesus Christ.
CHRIST’S WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Pastor Andrew prays for the Spirit’s presence in us who are gathered and the meal we share.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are
Yours, now and forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The bread which we break is a sharing of the body of Christ.
We being many are one body, for we all share in the one bread.
Jesus Christ is the Lamb of God, who has taken away the sins of the world.
Happy are they who are called to his supper.
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word and I shall be healed.
God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people.
Jesus Christ is holy, Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Almighty. Amen!
AGNUS DEI (Lamb of God)
ELW pg. 208
The liturgy is played for meditative purposes – PLEASE no singing out loud, whisper in your heart!
THE EUCHARIST**
NOTE: For the immediate future, communion kits will be our method of receiving the Eucharist.
We apologize that at this time we cannot offer a gluten-free alternative.
Believing in the real presence of Christ, Grace Ministries practices open-table, Eucharistic hospitality.
All people , baptized or not, are welcomed to The Meal.
POST EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Let us pray; God of steadfast love, at this table You gather Your people into one body for the sake of the world.
Please send us in the power of Your Spirit, that our lives bear witness to the love that has made us new in
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen!
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BLESSING
We are what God created us to be: renewed through Christ Jesus for the sake of Love,
chosen as holy and beloved, freed to serve our neighbors.
God bless us ☩ that we may be a blessing, in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
DISMISSAL
Beloved of God, go in peace. Share the Good News! Thanks be to God!
POSTLUDE
From Sundays and Seasons.com, Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #28372. CCLI license #313059, Confession/Absolution, Preparation of the Table per www.churchofengland.org

*Scripture translations are in the public domain and sourced through http://www.biblegateway.com

IN OUR PRAYERS THIS DAY: John Berube, Bob Ekstrand, Liesl Voosen Fields, Pr, Karleen Habin, Linda
Vernon, David Toombs, David Naugle, Grover Gentry, Marilyn Caramielo, Amy Runge, Keith Nugent, Fred
Parker, Tim Munyon, Greg & Sandy Linberg

WORSHIP REMINDERS DURING COVID-19 PANDEMIC
1) The seating you have been directed to we expect you to remain in for the duration of the service: this
provides 6’ minimum social distancing between you and other people in our sanctuary this day: the pew
noodles help multiple family units remain apart.
2) When the service is over, the congregation will be released from the rear-most seating towards the
front: please exit directly from the church to your vehicles: small group gatherings and coffee hour are
not yet permitted.
3) The communion kit you received upon entering will be consecrated during the Great Thanksgiving from
the altar by the pastor. Once this has taken place all commune from our locations together. Please
dispose of communion kit remains in the narthex trash.
4) Please keep your masks on during the service EXCEPT for your receiving of communion.
5) No live, in-person singing will be permitted for the foreseeable future.

ELCA –

Yoked Communities of Faith and Service

MISSION STATEMENT

"To boldly share God's Love and Grace universally in and through our communities."
VISION STATEMENT

Modeling the welcoming nature of God, we are humbly called and driven by the Spirit to witness, engage and
walk with each other authentically, as Jesus’ hands and feet, providing spiritual,
emotional and physical nourishment.
Through evolving partnerships with ecumenical and other social service organizations we affirm justice and
wholeness under the “agency of Grace” that feed the needs and hope of all.

The Rev. Andrew H. Borden, Pastor
pastor_andrew.b@verizon.net

Ann Spinner, Parish Administrator

Beverly Sampson, Bethel Preschool Director

bethelauburn@verizon.net
Main Office: 508-832-3427

bethel_preschool_auburn@outlook.com
Preschool Office: 508-832-9411

Shannon Papandrea, Sexton
Worcester Campus

Louisa Klaven, AIM – Licensed Lay Minister

- Zion Lutheran

41 Whitmarsh Avenue, 01606
The-Community-of-Zion-Lutheran-Worcester.org
Organist – Karen Couturier
Choral/Bell Director – Sally Bond
President – Donna Hayes
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Auburn Campus

- Bethel Lutheran

90 Bryn Mawr Avenue, 01501
BethelAuburnELCA.org

Principal Organist/Choral Director – Brenda Salvi
Associate Organist/Choral Director – Lois Toeppner, Deacon
Bell Director – Adam Hanks
President – Preston Sturdevant
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