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PLEASE DO NOT DELAY

Our lives are formed by Word and
Sacrament, and we gather as the beloved
children of God around the means of grace
where our lives are in Christ.
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PASTOR’S MESSAGE

Those gentlemen traveled a long-ways to
discover and honor the change, the breaking-in
of God to help balance out the Creator/created
relationship so that our race’s inability to function
apart from God could be thwarted once and for
all.
Our differences as individuals become blessing
when appreciated through a lens of faith, where
the Grace and Mercy are held in tension, but
win, in the tussle of opinions and desires so that
right might rise up and wrong subside, but an
atmosphere of reconciliation pervade all things.

Thank God that we’re all different? Right? I
mean, if we all had the same temperament,
opinions, creativity, well you get the idea,
wouldn’t that be unbearable?
It’s said that in a relationship, both persons
should have different personality types to
balance each other out.
I believe this is a truth.
Maybe if we think about humanity as one
partner, and God as the other, in a relationship it
could help us appreciate this balancing effect?
Like, humanity on its own as a one-sided beast,
unable to get out of its own way of unhealthy
behavior, yet being drawn into a NEW
relationship with the Incarnation looking to
complete and balance things out?
Albeit that God needs no one to complete the
Divine, but is persistently willing to bend low
towards our small sphere of earth in the ‘Verse
to love us from a heart of committed Grace into
balance!
The story of the magi following what we call the
Nativity Star to discover the Truth they had
discerned from reading scripture points up a
latent, human trait in looking for the “light at the
end of the tunnel”; looking FORWARD, and not
backward, in hopefulness!

Caspar, Balthasar and Melchior were learned
men in that ancient epoch when Jesus’ birth was
imminent and foretold. They had witnessed
testimony from many quarters of disputes,
rebellions, oppression, dominations, coups, you
name it by the time they saddled up to travel
east. However, they had also seen the
sweetness and compassion possible within the
human heart, and so hoped with the event
prophesied to witness light coming to reveal the
darkness that needed to subside, and die.
With the New Year we look to Bethlehem, as did
the magi of old, with hope for the Incarnation
stirring in every human heart an awareness and
acceptance of the Grace and Mercy seeking to
balance our many-times lopsided human ability
as the created to get out of our way, to
rationalize and ably pursue life as the certain gift
it is.
May we bring ourselves to the foot of the
manger our Lord Jesus was laid upon and offer
our lived-out witness to God’s reality, not living
to self, but selflessly living, as gifts before the
throne of Truth and Love!
As we do so, our lives will become filled with
hope and wholeness as we realize that the
sacrifice in the Word “becoming flesh to live
amongst us” ministered and died to provide the
WAY for our race to escape being overcome by
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the world, instead us overcoming the darkness
through the light of Love!
I’m glad that we are all different, and with Grace,
can learn from each other. May it patiently be
so, O God, may it patiently be true, Amen!

Grace Ministries is like an inn for anyone looking
for a place to relax. A united religious community
embodying:

Grace and peace ☩



environments in which people are free to
search for what faith following The
Way of Jesus can mean for them today;



congregations that give space to 'own'
ways of believing, stimulating uninhibited
reading of bible stories, teaching working
to reveal the Essence of Grace and
Mercy that are God;



communities of the faithful that are open
and affirming of all people looking for
spirituality and the meaning of religion in
our culture and society, providing
opportunities for ways of living in service
with creation through the engagement
and expression of one’s talents and gifts.

Pastor Andrew

Skip Hagberg
Jackie & Vinny Walsh
Ellen Desanti
Ilaisa Damuni

Doris Brick
c/o Oakdale Nursing & Rehab.
76 No. Main St., W. Boylston, MA 01583
Jeff Moody
c/o Lanessa Extended Care
751 School Street, Webster, MA 01570
Delores Bengtsson
c/o Care One @ Millbury
312 Millbury Street, Millbury, MA 01527
Mildred Lindblad, May Jacobson
c/o Knowlwood Nursing Center
87 Briarwood Circle, Worcester, Ma 01606
Henry Hirvi
c/o Holy Trinity Nursing & Rehab.
303 Barber Avenue, Worcester, MA 01606

PRAYER LIST
Amy A. - Tom A. - Donald Bassan - John Berube –
Karen Carlson - Prudence & Tony Festa - Liesl
Voosen Fields – Tom F. - Grover Gentry - Dana
Hopkins - Sean Hopkins – Paul Josephson - Bill
Lewis - Eric Lewis – Bill McGovern - Jim Mooney –
Mike P - David Naugle - Mike P. - Pastor Tim
Roser - Kay & Bob Venning - Steve Wetherly

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES
Bethel
Beverly & Alden Sampson - 01/19

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETINGS
Meetings this year will occur via Zoom and not inperson. We will publish and announce link
information in the January newsletter and via
worship bulletins.
Up to 14 in person spots available by reservation
for either meeting: These will be at the Auburn
campus only.
BETHEL MEETING – Sunday, January 17th @ 1 PM
ZION MEETING – Sunday, January 24th @ 1 PM
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 2021
Zion
Brook Ames – 0101
Juliano Ruffo – 01/07
May Jacobson – 01/09
Jean Berglund – 01/10
Joyce Szerejko – 01/15
Pastor Andrew Borden – 01/24
Beverly Blomgren – 01/26
Horace Ames – 01/28
Jess Wood – 01/28

Bethel
Richard Van Dyke - 12/01
Lois Chinigo - 01/03
Reese Bennett - 01/06
Kate Valleli - 01/08
Mira Valleli - 01/09
Betty Stough - 01/11
Roberta Briggs - 01/12
Jack Valleli - 01/12
Howard Evers - 01/22
Allison Berryman - 01/27
Kevin Ratcliffe - 01/28
Cate Spanos - 01/30
Leanne Carraher - 01/31

“BOOKIES” Book Club
Next meeting is January 25th @ 2pm. Location
& format is to be determined considering any
changes with COVID. “My
Grandmother Asked Me To
Tell You She’s Sorry” a novel
by Fredrik Backman who
wrote “A Man Called Ove”. It
is a story about life & death
and one of the most
important rights: the right to be different. All
are Welcome!

Residency at Dismas House has been increased to 7
people. For volunteers interested in serving 2021,
our first date will be Fri. January 29th, last Friday of
each month continuing throughout the year. Check
the newsletter for any changes and call Jackie Walsh
for more information or to set up a date to serve
(508-407-8876).

Race and Christianity
in the United States
Beginning January 5th, and running for 8
consecutive Tuesday evenings at 7 PM, the Ass.
Professor of Religion, Sarah Ruble, of Gustavus
Adolphus will lead us in a video consideration of
the dynamics behind racial tensions in our
country, working from the black perspective.
Dr. Ruble’s style is free-flowing, easy to follow,
and we will take “pit stops” each evening to
decompress and discuss what we are hearing
and how this impacts, and is informed though,
our faith.
Gustavus Adolphus is one of our ELCA colleges,
and Dr. Ruble has put together this series at nocost to congregations to help with programming
during this time of pandemic. We are grateful for
her efforts to enlighten us!
Look for the Zoom login information in upcoming
GRACE E-Updaters.
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My name is Cheyenne Courtney, and I am a
member of Grace Ministries from the Zion campus in
Worcester. This past September I began my term as
the youth representative on the New England Synod
Council.
Obviously because of the Pandemic this
year’s council meetings have looked quite different
than in the past, we meet virtually on Zoom instead
of at the Synod in Worcester. We have been
discussing the myriad of concerns and complications
that have arisen due to the circumstances that we
are living in today that has greatly impacted the way
we go to church and the way we continue in our
ministries. We have been planning the upcoming
Synod assembly and how to keep everyone as safe
as possible but while not losing our engagement
within our Lutheran community.
In our last Zoom conference call, we had the
pleasure to hear from members of the NEAR (New
England Anti-Racism) core team speak about what
their work is in creating the team and what their
hopes are and to decipher their goals for what they
hope to achieve within this new team. They shared
some steps that we could implement in our own
congregations. We also heard from organizers from
Mosaic regarding their ministry as well as the help
they do in the community. Some examples are
helping those with differing abilities live a more
fulfilling and independent life. Some benefits
available are with assisted living or getting a job or
having a weekly helper to check in for medications
or getting to doctors’ appointments.
I am enjoying my time thus far and look
forward to continuing my time as a representative
on New England Synod Council. I look forward to
seeing all that the Synod Assembly has to offer, and I
am glad to have been chosen to be a part of all this.
Peace and Blessings

WE WITNESS THROUGH OUR ACTIONS!
THANK YOU to Tina Henry and her annual
Christmas work in outreach from Zion in
providing gifts to kid’s on the margins through
Concordia Lutheran, again this year! Joyce
Redstadt expressed to me GRATITUDE for the
generosity of Tina and those supporting her in
this effort, as Joyce breathlessly completed
delivery of said gifts!!!
Through our LIPY-CM connections (TrinityWorcester, Emanuel-Worcester), and GRACE’s
confirmation families and other GRACE
members, another assistance to Concordia was
brought to fruition: COVID took the life of a
mom, leaving three children orphaned.
However, another church couple, with two of
their own kids, took the three in. We were able
to gift the five children AND provide cash and
gift cards to the parents to help with utilities
and other household needs as they persevere in
the faith, moving forward in difficult times!

-Cheyenne
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Bethel’s Council Connection
Greetings from your church council at Bethel.
It’s hard to believe that by the time you read
this, Christmas will be behind us, and maybe
even all of 2020. There is not much to look
back on in 2020 that is positive, but then life is
always for looking forward, not backwards.
One of the topics that we discussed at our
meeting was the status of Bethel’s
stewardship pledges. As of 12/13, Bethel still
had 21 of 77 household units that had either
not yet returned a pledge card or contacted
the office. You may be receiving a call from a
member of council, just following up to see
how things are going as we try to finalize our
budget for 2021. We truly understand that
some may not be able to pledge this coming
year, or not be able to increase their pledge
for a variety of reasons. However, in order for
Bethel to look and move forward, we need to
know what our income will be so that we can
set a reasonable budget. Please, if you have
not responded yet, reach out to the Pastor so
that we can take you off the call list. And a big
thanks to all those who have already
responded, it makes the planning for next year
that much easier.
One good forward-looking financial note is that
after reading last month’s newsletter, a friend
of Bethel stepped forward and has agreed to
match donations up to $1000.00 for the
repairs needed to the parsonage. These
repairs are to help eliminate the pest problems
in the attic. As of 2 weeks ago, that $1000.00
had already been pledged/received, and thus
we will be able to take advantage of this very
generous gift. Thank you very much to this
anonymous donor for their extremely
generous gift.
Something else to look forward to is the return
of the Bethel Preschool. While it will not be
starting up after the new year as had been
expected, if the situation with the pandemic
improves, it may be able to start up sometime
later in the spring.

I wish to publicly thank the 3 people who will
be leaving council after the annual meeting.
They are Dave Sutton, Kathleen Legg and
Doris Belk. Thank you for all your hard work
and care and concern for the family of Bethel,
and maybe we will see you on council again
some time it the future.
And finally, to all of you I wish a very pleasant
holiday season. I hope that you can make the
best of it, and truly find the meaning of
Christmas in the pandemic-filled world around
you.
Preston Sturdevant
Council President

Zion’s Council Update
Greetings to everyone Happy Holidays! I hope
you and your families are safe and healthy.
Council's meeting was on Sunday, December
20th, I have no details as I needed to get the
newsletter update to Bethel. Our two major
topics will be year to date numbers and where
we be at the end of the year, and we will
finalize the 2021 budget. Reminder we still
have families that have not returned their
pledge cards, we really need updated
numbers so we can finalize the 2021 budget.
You can send your pledge card to Bethel or
place in the offering plate on Sunday
mornings.
As you have read in the newsletter for
December, the updates are complete with
parsonage, donations to help cover the costs
would be appreciated.
The new year is coming very soon, if you are
interested on being part of Zion Council
please let myself know or to another Council
member.
Our Annual Meeting will be on January 24th,
via Zoom, please mark your calendars.
Merry Christmas – Happy News Years Too All
- God Bless
Donna R. Hayes - Council President
Zion Lutheran Church
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Social Ministry
2020 Year in Review
Reaching out to a world in need
Many of the AYFS programs were
canceled this year due to Covid
concerns. Bethel’s Social Ministry
Team as well as individual members
from Bethel continued supporting
local families by donating food
items, and cleaning supplies
throughout the year. $380 was
collected and sent to purchase
Christmas gifts for families in need.

For many, looking back at 2020 can be
very painful as we have been walking
through a very dark valley, but we have
also been blessed to witness God’s Grace
and Love in action. Thank you to all who
answered the call and generously gave of
their time and resources. Even in this time
of the pandemic, by the grace of God, this
has been a year of great blessing.

Grace Ministries hosted early
evening and overnight shifts
the weeks of July 19-26
and November 15-21
Social Ministry donated $400
Members donated grocery cards.

Members participated in
the Virtual Walk for the Homeless
and raised $1,323
Our team ranked 10th place of the 25
teams registered.

Members participated in the Virtual
Walk to End Alzheimer’s
and raised $1,190.

We participated in the “Welcome Home”
project by collecting and delivering
Laundry baskets and supplies.

ELCA World Hunger:
Social Ministry donated $500
ELCA Hunger in Time of Covid:
Social Ministry donated $500
ELCA Disaster Response:
Social Ministry donated $1,000
To be split between Wildfires US
and Hurricanes US

Dinners were provided the last
Friday of each month.
Social Ministry donated $400
towards fuel assistance or to be
used as needed.

We collected close to 30 blankets
and sleeping bags for the
homeless which were delivered to
the Mustard Seed in Worcester.

ARE YOU READY?
Emergency Preparedness
Thanks to funding from Thrivent
Financial, as well as private
donations, we assembled Christmas
gift bags with cosmetics, personal
items, hot chocolate, and snacks for
the teen moms at Florence House.

We did Food gathering for Thanksgiving as
well as a collection of hats, socks, and
other personal items for Veterans Inc. in
Worcester. Turkeys and fixings were
delivered to Veterans Inc. on Grove Street
for distribution to veterans and their
families.
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This year many of our plans to
present the “Are You Ready?”
series were disrupted due to the
pandemic. We were able to offer
some tips on emergency
preparedness and sustainability
through articles presented in the
monthly newsletter.
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PONDERING THE ALMIGHTY – Science, Theology & Faith

Pr. Andrew

How do we envision the Creator of all things in our minds?
To begin with, the One who “has been, is and will be
forever” must be a transcendent being, immortal.
And as the logic goes, to be transcendent means
once being corporeal and having “risen” to that
advanced state of being: which does raise more
questions about the “before” of God, but that is really
not important to our relationship with God, yet more
of a metaphysical quandary as to the nature of
eternity.
Being transcendent would account for
omnipresence; not bounded by space or time.
Manipulating space and time, control over substance
and energy, the Wisdom of eons and facility for
balance, these things help define the Essence of life
and being from which flow Grace and Mercy.
Erik Asphaug, in his recent work When The Earth
Had Two Moons, lays out the intricate balance of
solar system’s celestial bodies, galaxies, the
universe as observed and being quantified by cosmologists, astrophysicists and astronomers. There
is a logic and confirmed design-interaction that cannot be denied and is present in and through all
relationships.
Not to mention the discovery of what’s known as the Higgs-Boson quotient; the evidence of the “Big
Bang”, the emergence, the genesis of all things in the ‘Verse whose “signature”, when translated to
musical harmonics produces a complicated harmony of design without randomness.
We could also delve into the complexities of our human genome through the works of Francis Collins
(The Language of God), Gregg Braden (The God Code), plus the intricate nature of every creature
discovered thus far on planet earth and the design and balance of each with respect to the other in
synch with plant life, chemical base compound percentages/planet dynamics (habitability)…but there
is so much, yet it all points again to intelligent, not random, design!
There is also the genetic confirmation of the entirety of our species (The Seven Daughters of Eve, by
Bryan Sykes), every ethnicity living and dead, traceable to a single mother, and then back yet to
another single mother, confirming Divine intentionality for the familial nature of humanity in being one;
Adam and Eve’s story a best human exposition for a truth each subsequent generation seems to
have missed, until perhaps our not too future present.
Science and religion are not mutually exclusive, but work hand in hand in revealing the symbiotic
design for humanity with God!
Not bound to our planet, our Creator is an alien Presence. To use the Hebrew people’s revealed
naming of this One, Yahweh (the name that must not be spoken), should focus our species in humble
reverence at the feet of this benevolence that deigns bend low to have relationship with us as the
created; loving us, caring for us, hoping for us, persistently and constantly.
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The One, manifest in three persons, such as revealed to Abraham at Mamre in Palestine, before
providing pregnancy within Sarai in advanced age, demonstrates the qualities of an empath with
control over molecular dynamics: one perceiving thoughts and feelings and altering physical nature.
We also find these qualities at play in the account of Mary’s pregnancy with Jesus, and reports of
Jesus “reading” people’s minds during his ministry.
Our race has viewed any presence manifesting attributes beyond our capacity as a god. And science
fiction makes use of these markers, transcendence, manipulation of space/time, and empathic nature
in the many and various works in this genre, stimulating the imagination.
Our species also likes to quantify things. So, theology works to make sense of what we encounter as
Godly, but can only do so with human perception, with human description and meaning-making.
Because the Almighty is dynamic (for instance, science has proven the ‘Verse is still in expansion,
things are dying, things are being born), then our meaning-making with regards to theology has to
shift as new things are revealed and our species matures.
As our Lord and Savior, the Architect of the ‘Verse taking on corporeal form, descending from
transcendence for a time to walk in human “shoes”, all the wonder of imagination takes on real,
authentic nature.
We need to speak of the Divine with excitement, engendering wonder, because the whole reality of it
all is so incredible and inspiring!
We tell children that God is a mystery, and frankly, pastors also tell adults the same thing; because
the enormity of what God represents, and embodies, transcends our ability to fully comprehend. But,
that’s “Okay”.
There is no need to have God all figured out in order to believe, because who can do that? No one!
There is also no need to humanly try and be good enough to be in the presence of God, because
none of us have that capacity, and it doesn’t matter anyways because God loves us as we are!
Unfortunately, a number of years ago I watched as this dear soul squandered their life in vainly
working to be “good enough” to worship or have anything to do with God, living miserably and then
dying prematurely: now blessedly at peace.
God indeed has hope for us, yes the verb version again of the word, to strive through a relationship of
trust into an evolving, improving state of being during our human life-span in this dimension; because
we are not immortal and will transcend to our next state hoping to be prepared as our selfless lives of
integrity honor the gift of life in the now.
The truth is that this Presence we can’t totally fathom has real, quantifiable impact with believers
through improved states of mind, demonstrable healings, many of which lack explanation by modern
science!
So, let us get over ourselves and worldly busyness to be comfortable and excited in developing
deepening, expansive views of the One while being rooted-for-life by faith for guidance in our life-walk
in the Truth that is Presence and a mystery: God, who is also Spirit in omnipresence, and Christ in
Wisdom that is Word which selflessly descended into our flesh, ascending once more upon
demonstrating the corporeal world’s lack of power over us through the resurrection when we are
vibrantly alive in relationship!
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through our RIC Central MA campuses
MISSION STATEMENT
"To boldly share God's Love and Grace universally in and through our communities."
VISION STATEMENT
Modeling the welcoming nature of God, we are humbly called and driven by the Spirit to witness, engage and walk with
each other authentically, as Jesus’ hands and feet, providing spiritual, emotional and physical nourishment.
Through evolving partnerships with ecumenical and other social service organizations we affirm justice and wholeness
under the “agency of Grace” that feed the needs and hope of all.

The Rev. Andrew H. Borden, Pastor
pastor_andrew.b@verizon.net

Ann Spinner, Parish Administrator
bethelauburn@verizon.net

Shannon Papandrea, Sexton
Kate Valleli & Kristel Hunt– Christian Education Team

Worcester Campus - Zion Lutheran

Auburn Campus - Bethel Lutheran

41 Whitmarsh Avenue, 01606
90 Bryn Mawr Avenue, 01501
Office: 508-853-2009
Office: 508-832-3427
The-Community-of-Zion-Lutheran-Worcester.org
BethelAuburnELCA.org
Organist – Karen Couturier
Principal Organist/Choral Director – Brenda Salvi
Choral/Bell Director – Sally Bond Associate Organist/Choral Director – Lois Toeppner, Deacon
President – Donna Hayes
President – Preston Sturdevant

Yoke Council
Co Presidents Preston Sturdevant (Bethel) & Donna Hayes (Zion) Secretary – Stephanie Harms (Zion) Marie Sturdevant
(Bethel)

Bethel Congregation Council
EXECUTIVE TEAM: President – Preston Sturdevant Vice President – Dave Sutton Secretary – Marie Sturdevant
Kathleen Legg, Leanne Carraher, Doris Belk, Roberta Briggs, Bev Sampson
Functional Units
Social Ministry – Marie Sturdevant & Judy Sampson
Worship & Music Committee – Joan Parker, Chair
Property Team – Garrett Peters, Rick Hagberg, Roy Benoit Jr.
Altar Guild – Leanne Carraher, Chair
Adult Forum, Roberta Briggs
Preschool
Preschool Director – Bev Sampson
508-832-9411 Bethel_preschool_auburn@outlook.com

Teachers, Karen Borden, Shannon Papandrea, Teachers Aide, Kim Capaldi
Zion Congregation Council
EXECUTIVE TEAM: President – Donna Hayes - Vice President – Jennifer Courtney Secretary – Stephanie Harms
Virginia Carlson, Amy Costello, Theresa Toombs, Don Leombruno
Functional Units
Outreach Ministry Team – Stephanie Harms/Jean Harger, Coordinators
Altar Guild – TBA

RECONCILING IN CHRIST
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