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NEWSLETTER OCTOBER 2020                               TIME  SENSITIVE 

 

                                PLEASE DO NOT DELAY 

 
 

Our lives are formed by Word and 

Sacrament, and we gather as the beloved 

children of God around the means of grace 

where our lives are in Christ. 
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PASTOR’S MESSAGE 
 

 

Remember that we are constantly and 
persistently loved by God, beginning with our 
genesis on planet earth. None of this is in 
question. 

Part of growth, as human creatures in our own 
existences, means encountering change and 
dealing with it in healthy ways. 

Faith roots us, gives us stability, nurturing us as 
we are able to “Let go and let God” into our 
lives. 

From beginnings in house gatherings not long 
after Jesus’ Ascension, the followers of our Lord 
as the emerging church in his name has 
experienced developing interpretations for God 
and Jesus’ teaching, the Spirit’s meaning and 
how we as God’s children are called in faith to 
live within society and not become overtaken by 
it. 

This is still the case today. “God is still speaking 
now”, as the tagline of our sister denomination, 
the United Church of Christ, states a truth for 
how our Creator persistently looks to meet each 
of us where we are with what we need in every 
instance of life: the Word that is God is relevant 
in every generation! And with us, God seeks, by 
the work of the Spirit, to help followers of Jesus’ 
WAY, the church, be relevant and grounded in 
grace and mercy, the Essence of God, in every 
generation of humankind. 

What this means is the need to: a) be certain we 
are listening for, and hearing , the authentic 
voice of God and not creations of the human 
intellect, and b) have the willingness to follow 
where God, not humankind, is leading us in 

meeting the world through the Essence of God 
working within and through us. 

It requires a willingness on each of our parts for 
change, for the Spirit’s transformative power of 
us while remaining rooted in God and Christ 
within the world we are situated within; each of 
us maturing through revelation of the Word, 
teaching and nurture of the Eucharist! 

What can be obscured through a surface 
reading of biblical texts, Old Testament and 
New, is God’s revealed nature through Jesus’ 
presence of pervasive Grace and Mercy:  for 
instance, some people feel God is about 
vengeance to those who don’t accept/conform to 
God’s teaching (even people of faith who get 
lost), but God is also Grace and Mercy. 

In reality, these two things are mutually 
exclusive: God is not vengeance and love. 

What has been revealed through textural 
archaeology, made possible through ongoing 
study of the enormous cache of ancient 
documents continuing to be recovered from 
ancient/secretive archives within the Vatican and 
other places, uncovered in digs such as at 
Qumran, and compared with texts that became 
the basis for the original canon of Christian 
scripture, is a clearer understanding of Jesus’ 
actual teaching: God’s Word.  

Do you realize that the first writings concerning 
the emerging faith we know as Christianity come 
from Saint Paul? The gospels in our canon 
come later, Mark being the first. Saul, 
rabbinically trained and zealous for routing out 
perceived heresy against the “orthodox” Hebraic 
church teachings to the point of having activists 
(early Jesus followers) arrested and killed, 
reports of his encounter and transformation with 
Jesus on his travel to Damascus; the event 
including a burning bush that isn’t consumed 
and catching his attention (where else do you 
find a burning bush in scripture?). 

Saul’s recognition of God in Jesus leads to his 
conversion to the faith and name change to 
Paul. And the revelation he receives is the 
foundation, along with exposure to the 
circulating documents known as the Sayings of 
Jesus (today referred to as Q), plus discussion 
with apostles still living, for his doctrinal 
development in his writings. 
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Armed with Paul’s works, and Q, the writers of 
Mark, Matthew, Luke, John and Thomas 
develop what we know today as the gospels. 
These were texts for their respective 
congregations seeking to explain God, Jesus 
and the Spirit, and what it means to be a person 
of faith including proscriptions for living. To this 
end, the gospels include the particular writer’s 
perceptions and rationalizing Paul and Q with 
regards to each of their congregation’s 
questions and pressures of the society they had 
to deal with. That is why we find some 
commonality (principally within all but John) that 
have origins in Q (the recorded sayings of 
Jesus) and differences (the creations of the 
writers to explain in their own way what the 
words of Jesus meant). 

What all this means is that to get to the core of 
Godly intent, through the person of Jesus, we 
must place aside writer developed information to 
focus on the revealed core of central teaching 
and truth that aligns with the Essence of our 
Creator: Grace and Mercy. 

This is why God became incarnate, enfleshed in 
the person Jesus of Nazareth, God and human 
together, in order to emphasize what is 
necessary, provides for nurture and wholeness 
apart from that which is superfluous. 

Today the church of this generation, as in each 
from the past, faces the Spirit’s revelation for 
God’s will of us as followers in being relevant 
and authentic to the core teachings. What this 
means is a church that is being reshaped, one 
that is in a state of change. 

 

What my ELCA colleague, Pr. Nadia, references 
in her above published quote is the way in which 
non-Godly additions to the Word that is God 
have become the norm for practice for many 
denominations and churches, divorced from the 

radical love, understanding and command from 
God to embody and live-out our faith in practice 
(living our lives as worship)! 

Since change is something the human creature 
has some aversion to, there is resistance in 
many quarters of the faith. However, where 
revelation of God’s truth is permitted entry a 
sacred birthing is occurring in many places; the 
family of God meeting the times, need and 
nurture of the world! 

It can seem like “shaky ground” to move into 
new spaces, embracing refined truths. However, 
the ground yields to a firmness as each of us 
permits Godly working in us new understanding 
and direction: us letting go and letting God! 

As opportunities for the Word becoming known 
more fully, and the church sensing the call for 
creative new ways of thriving and being Jesus’ 
hands, feet and heart present themselves, may 
we, as followers of Jesus’ Way, live into the 
transformative nature of faith and mature in the 
recognition and use of the gifts we received at 
our birth for the  good of creation and the 
kingdom represented in this place, and in 
honoring the One from whom all good things 
come! 

Where might be led in coming days, weeks or 
months? What will the gathering of Jesus’ 
people look like? There are certainly many 
answers that vary by locale and circumstances. 
What we can trust is that through God all things 
are possible to those that love the Lord, and our 
best interests are at the center of wherever the 
true Spirit of God leads us! 

God is unwavering, persistent, omnipotent, 
omniscient, the beginning (alpha) and the end 
(omega), transformative, revelatory, Grace-filled, 
Merciful, and consistent in loving each and every 
person eternally despite our faults and 
sometimes intransigence. Thanks be to God! 

So, let us as God’s children living in the 
horizontal plain of life permit our transformation 
as Resurrection People as our heart and soul 
intersects God, in Christ meeting us in the power 
of the Spirit in the vertical plain of the Divine! 

In Christ + 

Pastor Andrew 
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The Checkpoint 
A Story from Young Adults in Global 

Mission: Jerusalem/West Bank 
Hannah J. 

 

Picture per Pr. Andrew 

A series of vignettes on my experiences at 
Israeli checkpoints. 

Genna and I sit next to each other on the 
bus. It’s a Friday morning, meaning many 
Palestinians will be traveling into Jerusalem 
to pray. Genna and I opted to take the bus 
through the Tunnels Checkpoint today rather 
than walking through Checkpoint 300 
because of this. We know Checkpoint 300 
will be busy, and because of our blue 
passports we are able to choose the easier 
route into Israel proper from the West Bank. 
My host family and hers both are supportive 
of this choice, although they were not shy 
about reminding us that this is not a choice 
they have. 

The weight of my privilege, which allows me 
to travel into and out of Jerusalem whenever 
I choose, only grows as the bus approaches 
the checkpoint and pulls up onto the 
sidewalk. Wordlessly, the younger 
Palestinians on the bus (those under 60 or 
so,) stand and exit the bus. Rain or shine, 
they stand in a line outside the bus to have 
their papers checked by Israeli soldiers who 
are likely no more than 19. Genna and I, 

with our foreign passports, are allowed to 
stay on the bus with the elderly. 

Two Israeli soldiers board the bus, their 
large guns slung in front of them, and begin 
checking papers. They barely even glance 
at our passports as they pass, the guns 
nearly brushing against my shoulder. 
Meanwhile the Palestinians’ flimsy 
permission papers are scrutinized over. I 
heave a quiet sigh of relief as they make it to 
the back of the bus without incident and turn 
around to exit, but that sigh quickly tightens 
back into tension as they tug at two elderly 
men. “Get off,” they command in Arabic. 
“Jerusalem is forbidden.” 

There’s no other reason given. The men 
don’t even really argue as they’re pulled off 
the bus. They just seem resigned. The rest 
of the passengers get on again, filing back 
to their seats silently. 

The bus moves forward, minus two 
passengers. 

The Jerusalem/West Bank Young Adults in 
Global Mission (JWB YAGM) Cohort 
approaches the Qalandia checkpoint 
between Jerusalem and Ramallah. Our 
country coordinator Colin decided today was 
a good day for us to walk through this most 
infamous military checkpoint. Nearly 26,000 
Palestinians cross through this checkpoint 
every day during their commutes to and 
from work. The wait can be hours long in the 
morning. 

The area looks like a war zone, with barbed 
wire spread across the empty land before 
the checkpoint and watchtowers looking 
over the grounds. 18 foot high cement walls 
tower over us, here whitewashed clean but 
in other areas graffiti-ed with slogans and art 
calling for justice and freedom in Palestine. 
Soldiers carrying large guns patrol the area. 
Ahead of us, a young veiled mother holds 
the hand of her young child as they 
approach the pedestrian check. 
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My heart pounds as we approach the 
intimidating concrete structure, although I 
know that logically I don’t have anything to 
fear. I, an American citizen, will not be 
harmed. But everything about the 
experience is designed to be intimidating, 
from the grim-faced soldiers to the stark 
concrete and metal barriers. 

We put our bags through the scanner and 
walk through the metal detector with our 
passports in our hand. Then, single file, we 
begin to walk through the turnstile to the 
passport check area. One, two, three of us 
go through and then it’s my turn. The metal 
bars turn halfway around before clanging to 
a stop; I’m trapped in the turnstile. I take 
deep breaths while I wait for the turnstile to 
unlock again, realizing I’ll have to head 
through without the group ahead of me. 

When the bars finally unlock, I head into the 
next room. I’m confused – there’s no signs 
to indicate where I should go or what I 
should do. An Israeli soldier catches my 
attention from a bulletproof glass window. I 
show him my passport, the Israeli visa 
facing forward, but he’s clearly displeased. 
He doesn’t say anything (at least not 
anything I can understand, he mutters to 
himself in Hebrew.) Eventually, I figure out 
that he wants to see my picture page as 
well, and I fumble the pages as I try and turn 
them. Feeling increasingly anxious, I press 
the picture of my face, taken at a CVS in 
Nashville, Tennessee that feels a whole 
universe away right now, against the glass. 
He squints at it for a minute before nodding 
curtly and gesturing with his gun that I 
should leave. 

I imagine walking through this checkpoint 
every day to get to work. I imagine walking 
through the checkpoint without the security 
of my blue American passport, Norwegian 
surname, light hair, and colored eyes. I 
imagine that this checkpoint is in my 
country, separating my sleepy suburb of 
Milton from the big city of Seattle. I imagine 

that this checkpoint was not set up by my 
military or my police for my security, but by 
an occupying force that forced my 
grandparents to flee their homes. I realize 
that I can’t imagine it, not really, try though I 
might. 

As we walk away from the checkpoint, I feel 
the knot of tension begin to unravel, being 
replaced with anger and disgust and despair 
burning hot and cold all at once. I feel small 
and weak and powerless and insignificant 
and scared, and I hate it. It makes me want 
to scream. 

The van door sliding open startles me 
awake, and I open my eyes to two Israeli 
soldiers, guns ever-present, peering into the 
van. The other JWB YAGM, by now having 
learned from our experiences driving 
through checkpoints, give a cheerful and 
very American-English “hello!”  We’ve seen 
that being as friendly and American as 
possible smooths over most of these 
interactions. I’m too late to join in, still 
bleary-eyed and fumbling for my passport. 

Where are we? When I had fallen asleep we 
were on our way to Mt. Tabor, all the way 
well within the boundaries of Israel 
proper. Why is there a checkpoint here?  

Calling it a checkpoint wouldn’t exactly be 
accurate – it’s what’s called a flying 
checkpoint, Israeli soldiers set up on the 
side of the road pulling over vehicles at 
random to check them. This one was where 
it was because we were approaching an 
Arab village – a security threat, or so they 
say. 

I fall back into a doze, the image of men with 
guns leaning into our car seared into my 
retinas. 

As we approach the checkpoint in our 9 
person YAGM van, our country coordinator 
Colin at the wheel and myself in the front 
seat, I feel my body begin to tense up. I 
fiddle with my passport in my lap as the 
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soldiers open the trunk of the car ahead of 
us. 

I wonder for a moment if I’ll ever get used to 
going through these checkpoints, if my heart 
will ever stop pounding as we approach. 
Almost as soon as the thought crosses my 
mind, I reject the thought. I shouldn’t ever 
get used to going through checkpoints. No 
one should be used to military occupation in 
their homeland. No one should be used to 
the kind of capricious injustice that says 
even if you have “permission” to travel to 
Jerusalem, the city where your parents were 
born, a soldier can decide you can’t go. No 
one should be used to the intimidation and 
threat of violence. No one should be used to 
this. 

So if I have to feel my heart race every. 
single. time. we approach a checkpoint, then 
so be it. Let it be a reminder that this is not 
normal, that this is not the way people 
should live anywhere in the world, ever. 

We wait until after dark to head north to visit 
my extended host family in Zababdeh. After 
the sunset on Friday, Shabbat has begun 
and travel through the West Bank becomes 
significantly easier, the checkpoints manned 
by skeleton crews. Although it is only 75 
kilometers between Beit Sahour and 
Zababdeh, roughly the same distance as it 
is from my house in Milton to Seattle, we will 
have to pass through 4 Israeli checkpoints. 
Depending on how these checkpoints go, it 
could take us as much as 4 hours to travel 
there. Once, my host mom shares, it took 
them almost 8 hours to make the trip. 

As we head down the winding Wadi Nar 
between Beit Sahour and Ramallah, towards 
the first checkpoint, I realize there’s another 
reason we left after dark. After about 15 
minutes in the car, both of the boys have 
fallen asleep. They won’t remember the 
journey at all, and if we are to get stopped at 
a checkpoint, they’ll be safer asleep. 

My host mom had shared with me that part 
of why passing through checkpoints is so 

stressful is doing it with two young children. 
If they travel while the boys are awake, they 
have to remind them to sit still, not to reach 
towards the ground for anything, because 
any move could be seen as a threat and 
result in their deaths. It’s hard to impress the 
seriousness of the situation to a 7 year old 
and a 3 year old without scaring the life out 
of them. Easier, then, to travel when they’re 
asleep. 

The darkness, too, means that Israeli 
settlers are less likely to be out looking to 
attack passing Palestinian vehicles. A young 
woman was killed not long ago when a 
settler threw a rock into her car. Last year, a 
young Israeli settler mother attacked my 
host family as they headed to visit 
Zababdeh, beating on the car while carrying 
her newborn infant in her arms. My host 
family wasn’t hurt, but it’s a reminder that 
this trip north has dangers. 

We are not stopped at any of the 
checkpoints, although we are forced to slow 
through each of them. For a second, I 
wonder “if the security threat is so great, 
how come we haven’t been stopped at all? 
Wouldn’t the threat on Shabbat actually be 
greater? This doesn’t make any sense.” 

And then I realize I’m thinking like an 
American, as though there is a rational 
reason for the checkpoints to exist, as 
though there is a logic to injustice. The 
system of injustice here is capricious. It 
means that sometimes you might not be 
stopped at all, that if the soldiers want to be 
home for Shabbat they can leave 
checkpoints relatively unmanned, that it 
might take 4 hours to travel 8 kilometers, 
that you just as easily can be attacked 
as  ignored. The checkpoints do not 
represent security. They represent 
occupation – omnipresent and intimidating, 
reminding everyone who wants to go see 
Grandma that if they want to they can stop 
you, that they are the ones with the power. 
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On the way back home a few days later, 
each set of grandparents (in Beit Sahour 
and in Zababdeh) calls 3 different times to 
make sure we are okay. Once again, the 
boys are asleep in the back and I am 
sandwiched between them. When we cross 
through the last of the checkpoints 
unmolested, my host mom heaves a sigh of 
relief. “We made it,” she murmurs, and calls 
her parents to tell them we’re safe. 

Heavenly Father, 

Thank you for people like Hannah who serve 
as witnesses to injustice around the world 
and report back to their friends, families, and 
networks in the hopes of making the world a 
fairer place. We pray for the individuals and 
families who must pass through the 
checkpoint and for the Israeli soldiers who 
guard these crossings. Help us all to 
recognize one another's humanity, 
especially in the face of fear. 

Amen. 

Hannah J. is a Young Adults in Global 
Mission volunteer serving in Jerusalem and 
the West Bank! Hannah arrived to her 
placement in Jerusalem and the West Bank 
in August 2018, along with 6 other young 
adults from Young Adults in Global Mission, 
a program of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America (ELCA). YAGM sends 70 
young people from ages 21 – 29 to nearly a 
dozen country placements, including to 
Jerusalem and the West Bank. Volunteers 
with the YAGM program serve for one year 
and focus on living in accompaniment with 
the ELCA’s companion churches. You can 
read more from Hannah on her blog, Yalla, 
Hannah. CMEP is very thankful for the 
writers who contribute Spiritual Resources. 
However, CMEP does not necessarily agree 
with all the positions of our writers, and they 
do not speak on CMEP’s behalf. 

 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 2020 
 

Zion 
Don Leombruno – 10/06 

Lisa Gagne – 10/07 
Michael Blomgren – 10/13 

Lynn Wiinikka – 10/15 
Dave Spinner – 10/26 
Julie Bowen – 10/29 

 
 
 

Bethel  
Ken Johnson - 10/03 
Helen Talbot - 10/04 

Gina Benvenuti - 10/04 
Brian Castellano - 10/07 

Delores Bengtsson - 10/09 
Carol Gaumond - 10/10 

Ann Hanks - 10/18 
Ryan Bennett - 10/18 

JoAnn Van Dyke - 10/19 
Sylvia Forgit - 10/20 

Pamela Evers - 10/22 
Cathy Bergman - 10/25 

Jill Ducat - 10/29 
Lynne Guittar - 10/31 

 
 

 
Sheri Madsen 

Janet Carlson 

Harry Johnson 
Jackie & Vinny Walsh 

https://default.salsalabs.org/T82dfb051-af82-46af-b431-963426659a9d/7452580e-e242-4d23-ac58-4dca2e15fc36
https://default.salsalabs.org/T82dfb051-af82-46af-b431-963426659a9d/7452580e-e242-4d23-ac58-4dca2e15fc36
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Doris Brick 
c/o Oakdale Nursing & Rehab. 
76 No. Main St., W. Boylston, MA 01583 
 

 

Jeff Moody 
c/o Lanessa Extended Care 
751 School Street, Webster, MA 01570 
 

Delores Bengtsson 
c/o Care One @ Millbury 
312 Millbury Street, Millbury, MA 01527 
 

Mildred Lindblad, May Jacobson 
c/o Knowlwood Nursing Center 
87 Briarwood Circle, Worcester, Ma 01606 
 

 
 

Henry Hirvi 
c/o Holy Trinity Nursing & Rehab. 
303 Barber Avenue, Worcester, MA 01606 
 
 

PRAYER LIST 
Amy A. - Tom A. - Donald Bassan - John Berube – 
Karen Carlson - Prudence & Tony Festa - Liesl 
Voosen Fields – Tom F. - Grover Gentry - Dana 
Hopkins - Sean Hopkins – Paul Josephson - Bill 
Lewis - Eric Lewis – Bill McGovern - Jim Mooney – 
Mike P - David Naugle - Mike P. - Pastor Tim 
Roser - Kay & Bob Venning - Steve Wetherly 

 

 

All of our “peeps” in grades pre-K to 6, 
please join with us beginning the weekend 
of October 4th for a 12-week focus on 
Jesus’ BEATITUDES, part of his sermon on 
the “mount”, preached from the hillside at 
the Sea of Galilee where I visited in 2019! 

There will be craft time, some singing, the 
bible story and MUCH more each week! 

You can participate with these sessions 
through YOUTUBE anytime it is comfortable 
for you to do so! Grace Ministries is one of 
several parishes participating in the creation 
of these weekly offerings; we will provide 
two of the twelve-week session contents that 

are “stitched together” by Pr. Joe McGarry of 
Prince of Peace Lutheran in Kensington, CT. 

 

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES  
 

Bethel 
Doris & James Belk - 10/02 

Lisa & Kevin Ratcliffe - 10/04 
Gus & Timberly Frick - 10/06 

Don & Ann Hanks - 10/08 
Leanne & Thom Carraher - 10/09 

Brian & Amy-Margaret Castella - 10/10 
Bethann & Rudy Valentine - 10/11 

Cate & Bryan Spanos - 10/18 
Michelle & Tom Chunis - 10/19 
Rayanna& Jon Leroux - 10/25 
Ken& Carol Gaumond - 10/27 

Christine & Michael Gagnon - 10/28 
 

Zion 
Wendy & Gregory Milton – 10/17 

Richard & Tina Henry – 10/30 
 

Thanks You! 
Pastor Borden, 
 

Gerry and I wanted to thank you for doing Evan’s 
baptism at home in private service.  Our family loved 
the service and how you made it feel so personal 
during such a difficult time.   Its kind gestures like 
this that make Gerry and I happy that our boys will 
grow up in the same church as my family did.  
Thanks again! 
 

The Soucy Family 

  



Grace Ministries – October - 2020 
      
  

  
Page 9 

 
  

Bethel’s Council Connection 
 

Greetings one and all.  I hope you are all 
doing well, despite this seemingly unending 
pandemic.  I remember when it first hit last 
March, and church services went to 
YouTube.  I thought it would be for just a few 
weeks, and we would be back in Bethel by 
Easter.  Boy, did I underestimate this 
pandemic! 
 
Here we are, 6 months later and still it hangs 
around, but church life always goes on.  
Your council safely met in person on the 
13th and discussed the various aspects of 
running Bethel.  We discussed finances, 
which considering the times are doing ok.  
We discussed stewardship, and you will be 
hearing more from Pastor Andrew and 
others as we develop a program, and start 
to schedule some ‘Temple Talks’, which will 
allow some of our members to tell their story 
of why Bethel is important to their lives.   
 
We also discussed in-person worship, which 
has been limited by state mandates to a 
maximum of 25 people, including the pastor 
and organist.  It looks like the state has just 
relaxed the numbers, and we can go up to 
50% of our occupancy permit level, as long 
as we continue to practice safe social 
distancing and proper sanitizing of the 
facilities.  Look for more details, if not 
already released, in the very near future. 
 
Currently, we have 8 people on council, and 
all but 2 of us have terms expiring in 
January. Some of us may stay on for a 
second term, but some may not.  If you are 
interested in serving the church in a different 
way, talk to either the pastor or myself about 
council.  It involves only 1 meeting a month, 
right after church on the 2nd Sunday of the 
month, and we are usually out in about an 
hour and a half.  It’s a great way to see what 
goes on, sometimes behind the scenes at 
Bethel, and also a great way to help keep us 
moving forward in these trying times. 

 
Until next month, please stay safe and 
remember to wear your mask.  I look 
forward to seeing all of you again as we 
worship together in person at Bethel. 
 
Preston Sturdevant 
Council President 
 
 

Zion’s Council Update 
 

 

Fall is closing in on us. 
 
Hope everyone is safe and healthy. 
 
Council’s last meeting was held on 
September 20th, Zion Council meeting will 
be held the 3rd Sunday of each month held 
at Bethel. If the congregation has questions 
for Council to address, please e-mail and we 
will discuss at our next meeting. 
 
Sunday services have been very welcomed 
with social distancing, wearing masks, our 
new way of receiving communion. It is 
especially important to call the office at 
Bethel before noon on Thursday’s to make 
your reservation if you expect to attend. As 
we are getting into the Fall months 
attendance on Sunday’s has been updated 
to 50 people, which includes Pastor, 
Assisting Minister, Ushers, and organist. 
 
The lawn care has been taking care of and 
will continue by Juliano Ruffo and his co-
worker. Thank You 
 
Reminder – if you may be behind in your 
giving please consider updating. 
 
Stay Healthy – God Bless 
 
Donna R. Hayes – Council President  
Zion Lutheran Church, Worcester, MA 
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“What does the Lord require of you?  To act justly and to love mercy  

and to walk humbly with your God.” 
Micah 6:8 

Our Social Ministry Team wishes to thank all 
those who have continued to generously 
contribute to our mission of reaching out to our 
neighbor in need.  The events in recent months 
have not only made our outreach more 
challenging, but the pandemic, wildfires, natural 
disasters, and social unrest have resulted in 
growing need. In response to those affected by 
the wildfires and hurricanes our team voted to 
send $1,000 from our Social Ministry fund to 
the ELCA Disaster Response. 
 
In previous years, members of our Grace 
Ministries congregations have joined in local 
walks to raise money for various causes.  This is 
the first year that these events have been held 
virtually.  In the spring we walked as a team 
through our local neighborhood and raised 
money for the Central Massachusetts Housing 
Alliance in the Virtual Walk for the Homeless.  In 
October we will be joining in the Virtual Walk to 
End Alzheimer’s to raise money for the 
Alzheimer’s Association.  On Sunday October 4th 
we will be meeting in the Bethel Church parking 
lot following the 10:15 worship service and 
begin our virtual walk.  Please consider joining 
our team or making a donation: 
https://act.alz.org/site/TR/Walk2020/MA-
MassachusettsNewHampshire?team_id=62944
1&pg=team&fr_id=13497 
 
It is with deep regret that Auburn Youth and 
Family Services announces that the Auburn 
Faith Walk for Hunger will not be held this year 
due to the Covid-19 pandemic.  However, the 
committee would like to encourage residents of 
Auburn who have supported the walk in the 

past, to consider making a donation to the Food 
Bank at AYFS.  During the pandemic, the Food 
Bank has delivered many meals and bagged 
lunches to ensure that no family goes hungry. 
 
This year, due to the ongoing pandemic, the 
Annual Dismas Family Fall Festival, which is the 
primary fundraiser for the Dismas Family Farm 
will be held virtually.  It is hoped that this will 
bring a little bit of the farm and harvest season 
to cherished supporters.  For more details, 
please visit their website at:                                            
www.dismasisfamily.org/virtualfallfestival 
 
In an attempt to meet the needs of various 
organizations and ministries we have supported 
in the past, we will continue to gather food and 
supplies and deliver to the local community in 
need.  Due to the pandemic, we are unable to 
have collection bins in the Narthex.  Instead we 
ask you to keep a collection at home and bring 
your donations to Sunday worship on 
designated weeks.  On September 27th, we 
collected food and cleaning supplies to be 
donated to Auburn Youth and Family Services.  
In October, on a date to be announced, we are 
looking for donations of new or clean used 
blankets and/or sleeping bags to be donated to 
the Mustard Seed in Worcester.  With the 
colder weather and limited space in the 
homeless shelters, many will likely end up 
sleeping outside. 
 
As always, if you or someone you know is in 
need of any assistance, please contact the 
church office or a member of the Social Ministry 
team. 

https://act.alz.org/site/TR/Walk2020/MA-MassachusettsNewHampshire?team_id=629441&pg=team&fr_id=13497
https://act.alz.org/site/TR/Walk2020/MA-MassachusettsNewHampshire?team_id=629441&pg=team&fr_id=13497
https://act.alz.org/site/TR/Walk2020/MA-MassachusettsNewHampshire?team_id=629441&pg=team&fr_id=13497
http://www.dismasisfamily.org/virtualfallfestival
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Are You Ready October 2020 
"Well folks, The Chili was a success! The 

recipe made 3 1/2 quarts and the lids all 

sealed as they were supposed to. Note: We 

ate the 1/2 Quart and we loved it!   

We've also been looking for sales of 10/10 

or 10 of something for $10.00. We've frozen 

strawberries and blue berries successfully. 

Here's the tip that keeps them from forming 

a solid frozen mass. This tip also works well 

with homemade meatballs (once they have 

cooled): 

 Do Not wash the berries/or sliced pears 

of peaches first (or at least dry them 

very well) 

 Lay them out in one layer on cookie 

sheet 

 Place the cookie sheet in the freezer for 

6 hrs or overnight. 

 Put frozen fruit/pieces in zip lock 

FREEZER bag. 

 Label bag and store in your freezer for 

yummy and vitamin/mineral packed use 

in the cold and/or months of scarcity. 

For canned foods remember to rotate them 

according to expiration dates. 

Try to keep at least a month's supply ahead 

of medications. 

How are you doing with your "go 

bags" https://www.mass.gov/info-

details/build-an-emergency-kit 

Keep up your immune systems and if you 

take flu shots, sooner than later is best. 

Be well. Be prepared. God is good, all the 

time! 

Peace, 
Pam 

“BOOKIES” Book Club 
Next meeting is Monday October 26th discussing 

“The Book Woman of Troublesome Creek” historical 

fiction by Kim Michele 

Richardson.  A unique story about 

Appalachia and the healing power 

of the written word.  Inspired by 

the true, historical blue-skinned 

people of Kentucky & the brave & 

dedicated Kentucky Pack Horse Library Service 

spanning the 30’s and early 40’s.  320 

pages.  Meetings are at 2pm and we will try to meet 

outdoors in the parking lot as long as the weather 

holds out.  Information will be forthcoming when we 

begin to meet remotely again. 

“Paul” A Novel, by Walter Wangerin, Jr. We have 

added a new book to our schedule; meeting on 

Monday December 28th with Pastor.   Journey with 

Paul from Jerusalem’s temple to his life-defining 

experience on the road to Damascus—then beyond 

to a waiting world.  The author weaves an exciting 

story based on historical and theological fact 

surrounding the life of our greatest Apostle.  There 

are a couple of books now being passed around so 

contact a Bookie to see if one is available or order 

one on-line  

at https://www.christianbook.com/paul-a-novel-

walter-wangerin/9780310243168/pd/43165 

  

Dismas:  Many thanks to the Sundquist family, Christina 
Nelson and Lisa (Dumais) Johnson for serving at 
Dismas.  Because the last Friday of both November & 
December fall on holidays, we have taken on some 
dates at Dismas that have not been filled. Thurs 11/12, 
Thurs 12/3, Wed 12/9 & 12/23. Until further notice, 
meals can be dropped off at 6pm.  Volunteers will be 
notified if the number of residents have increased from 
the present four.  As with most programs, Dismas is in 
need of cleaning and paper supplies.  Call Jackie Walsh 
if you can help.  508-407-8876 

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/build-an-emergency-kit
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/build-an-emergency-kit
https://www.christianbook.com/paul-a-novel-walter-wangerin/9780310243168/pd/43165
https://www.christianbook.com/paul-a-novel-walter-wangerin/9780310243168/pd/43165
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=pictures+of+victorian+woman+reading+a+book&qpvt=pictures+of+victorian+woman+reading+a+book&FORM=IQFRML#view=detail&id=BD35947E23DF8334F989C332C474E733C85038B5&selectedIndex=4
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Gregory McWhorter 

sJuStugnSdepotnsore o1d4g  ·  

To my white friends. If you think you know what it's 
like to be black in this world, I challenge you to read 
the profound and transformational post below. I am 
so grateful I did. 
 

This is from Caroline Crockett Brock's facebook 
page: 
 

I am a 45 year old white woman living in the south, 
and today was the first time I spoke frankly about 
racism with a black man. 
When Ernest, my appliance repairman, came to the 
front door, I welcomed him in. As this was his 
second visit and we’d established a friendly rapport, 
I asked him how he was feeling in the current 
national climate.  
Naturally, he assumed I was talking about the 
coronavirus, because what white person actually 
addresses racism head on, in person, in their own 
home? When Ernest realized I wanted to know 
about his experience with racism, he began 
answering my questions. 
What’s it like for you on a day-to-day basis as a 
black man? Do cops ever give you any trouble? 
The answers were illuminating. 
Ernest, a middle-aged, friendly, successful business 
owner, gets pulled over in Myrtle Beach at least 6 
times a year. He doesn’t get pulled over for traffic 

violations, but on the suspicion of him being a suspect in one crime or another.  
Mind you, he is in uniform, driving in a work van clearly marked with his business on the side. They ask him 
about the boxes in his car--parts and pieces of appliances. They ask to see his invoices and ask him why there 
is money and checks in his invoice clipboard. They ask if he’s selling drugs. These cops get angry if he asks 
for a badge number or pushes back in any way. Every time he is the one who has to explain himself, although 
they have no real cause to question him. 
Ernest used to help folks out after dark with emergencies. Not anymore. He does not work past dinnertime, not 
because he doesn’t need the business, but because it isn’t safe for him to be out after dark. He says “There’s 
nothing out there in the world for me past dark”. 
Let me say that again. Ernest, a middle aged black man in uniform cannot work past dark in Myrtle Beach in 
2020 because it’s not safe for him. He did not say this with any kind of agenda. It was a quiet, matter of fact 
truth. 
A truth that needs to be heard. 
When I asked Ernest what ethnic terms he gets offended at, he said that the most offensive term people use is 
‘boy’.  
Ernest has a bachelors in electronics and an associates in HVAC. He is not a ‘boy’, and the term ‘boy’ in the 
south implies inferiority in station and status. He came to Myrtle Beach and got a job at Hobart. The supervisor 
repeatedly used the term ‘boy’. Ernest complained. After several complaints Ernest was fired. 
Ernest says most white people are a little scared of him, and he’s often put in a position where he has to prove 
himself, as though he’s not qualified to repair appliances. 
After getting a job for 2 years at Sears appliance, Ernest started his own company, one he’s been running for 
several years. He is the best repairman we’ve had, and has taught me about washer dryers and how to 

https://www.facebook.com/Forlorn111?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWKy6s_SFjKd_nDq4BiE3EyG8uy8Q_bnDdAmPbNMLA_ZxnZv5e0Um-_ojP4br0EhdZzjVdJx27LKp_u1xarn_zCxwqq9p3aFBwGhcd6uopuy3OFVlxPrXf9xqOmgZnNDcIB2cVHv_kCunSFCuzlmUIa5vdKjyAWmCuIdqhN-llmi_ms0nQH53Raa72pUnkuY7FdQzcsQKGdLPUF_dTONg36&__tn__=-UC%2CP-y-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/Forlorn111/posts/3039740369397035?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWKy6s_SFjKd_nDq4BiE3EyG8uy8Q_bnDdAmPbNMLA_ZxnZv5e0Um-_ojP4br0EhdZzjVdJx27LKp_u1xarn_zCxwqq9p3aFBwGhcd6uopuy3OFVlxPrXf9xqOmgZnNDcIB2cVHv_kCunSFCuzlmUIa5vdKjyAWmCuIdqhN-llmi_ms0nQH53Raa72pUnkuY7FdQzcsQKGdLPUF_dTONg36&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-y-y-R
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maintain them myself, even helping me with another washer/dryer set and a dishwasher without charging me. I 
highly recommend his company, Grand Strand Appliance. 
Ernest doesn’t have hope that racism will change, no matter who the president is. His dad taught him “It’s a 
white man’s world”, and he’s done his best to live within it. 
When I asked him what I could do, he said, “everyone needs to pray and realize we’re all just one country and 
one people”. 
I am a 45 year old white woman living in the south. I can begin healing our country by talking frankly with 
African Americans in my world---by LISTENING to their lived experience and speaking up. I can help by 
actively promoting black owned businesses. That’s what I can do today.  
Let’s start by listening and lifting up. It’s that simple. 
#listenandlift 
===== 
Edit: I asked Ernest if I could take his picture and post our conversation on facebook. He thought it was a great 
idea. As he left my house an hour later, he looked me in the eye and said, "If you ever march, or have a 
meeting on this topic, or want to change things in Myrtle Beach, I'll stand with you." 
What a great idea. Let's begin standing together. 
=== 
Edit: 1pm EST on 6/1. Ernest just called me and we had one of the sweetest moments, both laughing and 
crying about the response to this post. He started the conversation by saying, "Caroline, I don't know if I should 
kill you or kiss you--my phone is ringing off the hook!" 
He doesn't have a FB profile, so he's coming over later so I can help him set one up. He's been absolutely 
overwhelmed, as have I, with the response. We're going to be sitting down together to read your comments. 
They mean so much. In addition, the Myrtle Beach city manager has contacted me and I'm getting all of us 
together to be sure this doesn't happen in our city any longer. THANK YOU WORLD. 
Edit 6/2 9am. Just got off the phone with Ernest and the local news. They will be interviewing us today, and it 
will be on the local news in Myrtle beach tonight. I'll post it on my page later. 

This is how we change our country. Normal folks. One town at a time.  

 

“He shall feed his flock like a shep herd: he shall gather the lambs with his arm, 
and carry them in his bosom, and shall gently lead those that are with young.” 

Isaiah 40:11 
 
Members of the Shepherding Team are continuing to reach out to as many of our members and friends of Grace as 
possible.  If you have not been called but feel you would benefit from a call from one of our team members for 
conversation or devotions, or if you know of someone else in need, please contact the office, Pastor Andrew, or Marie 
Sturdevant.  Our calls are confidential but if you need further assistance, our team members will direct you to the 
Pastor. 
   

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/listenandlift?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWKy6s_SFjKd_nDq4BiE3EyG8uy8Q_bnDdAmPbNMLA_ZxnZv5e0Um-_ojP4br0EhdZzjVdJx27LKp_u1xarn_zCxwqq9p3aFBwGhcd6uopuy3OFVlxPrXf9xqOmgZnNDcIB2cVHv_kCunSFCuzlmUIa5vdKjyAWmCuIdqhN-llmi_ms0nQH53Raa72pUnkuY7FdQzcsQKGdLPUF_dTONg36&__tn__=*NK-y-y-R
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 through our RIC Central MA campuses            
 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

"To boldly share God's Love and Grace universally in and through our communities." 
 

VISION STATEMENT 
 

Modeling the welcoming nature of God, we are humbly called and driven by the Spirit to witness, engage and walk with 
each other authentically, as Jesus’ hands and feet, providing spiritual, emotional and physical nourishment. 

 

Through evolving partnerships with ecumenical and other social service organizations we affirm justice and wholeness 
under the “agency of Grace” that feed the needs and hope of all.  

 
 

 

 
 

The Rev. Andrew H. Borden, Pastor 
pastor_andrew.b@verizon.net 

 
 
 

Ann Spinner, Parish Administrator 

bethelauburn@verizon.net 
 
 

 
 

Shannon Papandrea, Sexton 
 

Kate Valleli & Kristel Hunt– Christian Education Team 
 
 

Worcester Campus - Zion Lutheran   Auburn Campus - Bethel Lutheran 
                                              41 Whitmarsh Avenue, 01606                           90 Bryn Mawr Avenue, 01501 
                                                      Office: 508-853-2009                                        Office: 508-832-3427 
 

                           The-Community-of-Zion-Lutheran-Worcester.org                BethelAuburnELCA.org 
 

                                                Organist – Karen Couturier                 Principal Organist/Choral Director – Brenda Salvi 
                                           Choral/Bell Director – Sally Bond    Associate Organist/Choral Director – Lois Toeppner, Deacon 
                                                  President – Donna Hayes                                 President – Preston Sturdevant 
 

 

Yoke Council 
Co Presidents Preston Sturdevant (Bethel) & Donna Hayes (Zion) Secretary – Stephanie Harms (Zion) Marie Sturdevant 

(Bethel) 
 

 
Bethel Congregation Council 

EXECUTIVE TEAM: President – Preston Sturdevant Vice President – Dave Sutton Secretary – Marie Sturdevant 
Kathleen Legg, Leanne Carraher, Doris Belk, Roberta Briggs, Bev Sampson 

 

Functional Units 
Social Ministry – Marie Sturdevant & Judy Sampson 
Worship & Music Committee – Joan Parker, Chair 

Property Team – Garrett Peters, Rick Hagberg, Roy Benoit Jr.                     Altar Guild – Leanne Carraher, Chair 
Adult Forum, Roberta Briggs 

 

Preschool 
Preschool Director – Bev Sampson 508-832-9411 Bethel_preschool_auburn@outlook.com 

Teachers, Karen Borden, Shannon Papandrea, Teachers Aide, Kim Capaldi 
 

Zion Congregation Council 
EXECUTIVE TEAM: President – Donna Hayes - Vice President – Jennifer Courtney Secretary – Stephanie Harms 

Virginia Carlson, Amy Costello, Theresa Toombs, Don Leombruno 
 

Functional Units 
Outreach Ministry Team – Stephanie Harms/Jean Harger, Coordinators 

 
Altar Guild – Virginia Carlson, Chair 

 

RECONCILING IN CHRIST 

mailto:bethelauburn@verizon.net
mailto:Bethel_preschool_auburn@outlook.com

