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NEWSLETTER JUNE 2020                                      TIME  SENSITIVE 

 

                                PLEASE DO NOT DELAY 

 
 

Our lives are formed by Word and 

Sacrament, and we gather as the beloved 

children of God around the means of grace 

where our lives are in Christ. 
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PASTOR’S MESSAGE 

 

GREEN FOR GO: with God! 
 

Lawns and trees, grasses and weeds, 
with all our springtime moisture this year are 
very green! June marks the beginning of the 
Time after Pentecost in our liturgical tradition 
in the church, and paraments displayed are 
green. 

My mom loved the outdoors! We all 
joked how she had a green thumb because 
there was always a vegetable garden, fresh 
plantings of bulbs and all sorts of indoor 

growth 😊 She got deep into the soil, yanked 

out everything that might inhibit healthy 
growth. And she wasn’t afraid of fertilizer of 
any kind; manure was plowed under the 
vegetable patch most years by our friendly, 
local farmer, Mr. Mosher. 

It takes work to prepare a garden. It 
takes even more work to tend to and protect 
it so the seedlings have a chance to take 
root and thrive. 

Much heavy-lifting, preparing the 
garden of life for us, has taken place in the 
church year thus far; beginning with Jesus’ 
birth, highlighting his hard work of three 
years, culminating in death, resurrection and 
ascension plus the Spirit’s release for our 

sakes. And now we settle into the longest 
season of the church year where “rest of the 
story” of God’s walk with us unfolds in the 
Season A texts; the place where the Word 
comes to fertilize the seed of our faith for 
growth and maturation! 

The pandemic has taken its toll on 
our psyche’ and stunted the ways we have 
typically lived our lives. So, it can seem like 
growth could be slowing and the shots of life 
losing their luster and brilliance. But the truth 
just may be that the Word could have helped 
our lives be more even more robust in prior 
times, and now it is at-the-ready to pump in 
the chlorophyll our chutes require, give to us 
the strength, stability and comfort to blunt 
the newness of the present time, us rooted 
for life in the Source that is true! 

At the risk of mixing metaphors. I see 
the Hope, that is our God, present front and 
center. However, some of us might be 
perceiving a long red-light at the intersection 
of what is happening in our lives with the 
pandemic going on (the horizontal plain of 
life) and God’s presence through the Spirit 
(the vertical plain of faith), when the reality 
the light is green and beckoning us to move 
forward! 

Let us settle into the Word about to 
unfold in our Green Season in the church, 
take our foot off the brakes and enjoy our 
journey and the knowledge, hope and 
guidance we pick up along the Way Jesus 
has set for us! 

 

Blessings ☩ 

 

Pastor Andrew 
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NOT GOD’S VIRUS 

 

Some people see the pandemic as God’s work 

in confronting a sinful society. But that would be 

wrong. 

The truth is that life simply unfolds. God set the 

world into motion with the vastness of life from 

single cell organisms and their interactive 

capabilities, to the most complex sentient 

examples including our human race. And each 

class of life has inbred capacity for change, 

mutation on its own for any of a number of 

reasons including environmental. 

Another truth is that humanity has altered many 

natural conditions which impact the Intelligent 

Designer’s intent and follow through of the 

biological course, compounding, even 

encouraging, change. 

From humanity’s genesis our species has noted 

cause-and-effect in the natural world and within 

human systems of interaction. Early attempts to 

explain human/natural world dynamics took the 

form of rationalizing life based upon the 

perspective of human-only dynamics (that which 

we know): such as if one person offends 

another, and the offender makes an act of 

contrition, then the situation might be 

ameliorated.  

This was projected onto unseen forces and what 

humanity experiences within the natural world: 

“If the gods are angry, then we must have done 

something wrong which requires acts of 

contrition/sacrifice for appeasement.” 

From the beginning God has treated us with 

unlimited grace and mercy. Yet again and again 

we have forgotten this and people, perhaps with 

good intention, though mis-guided, have 

resorted to an appeasement doctrine in trying to 

make sense of God and instead obscured the 

truth that God is love. 

Matthew, chapter 15 reports Jesus to have said, 
17-18 “Don’t suppose for a minute that I have 

come to demolish the Scriptures—either God’s 

Law or the Prophets. I’m not here to demolish 

but to complete. I am going to put it all together, 

pull it all together in a vast panorama.”  

God is about distributive, not retributive, justice. 

God in Jesus is the embodiment of grace and 

mercy that has and forever will be: Alpha and 

Omega. And when Jesus made the sacrifice on 

the cross it was to save us from ourselves. 

Death, suffering and despair which the virus is 

causing should not be attributed to an unhappy 

or angry God. But the pulling together of sisters 

and brothers amidst the pain and confusion to 

help each other, and the earnestness to learn 

something and apply it forward for better global 

social wellness, is the sign of Grace and Mercy, 

God, walking with us amid the chaos! 

So, may we take a step back and let God be 

God; honor the sacrifice of the cross and 

recognize that this incredible planet full of 

complex organisms, given life as have we 

ourselves, can morph and mutate on its own to 

sometimes interrupt various other life cycles and 

wreak some damage. But that it is simply the 

course of life and not the hand of God at work; 

that God works with us within the framework of 

creation to be the best we can be and deal with 

any situations. 
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SYNOD NEWS

 
- HAMMO: The annual youth gathering the 

weekend following Labor Day, has been 
cancelled for 2020 due to the pandemic. 
This has been done in order to protect 
youth and leaders, looking forward to 
2021 and a renewal of this time-honored 
opportunity for gathering, having fun, 
worshipping and learning about 
ourselves and God! 

- SYNOD ASSEMBLY: Typically taking 
place in the month of June, for the safety 
of rostered leaders and lay people this 
year’s gathering has been canceled.  

- SYNOD COUNCIL: On a bright note, our 
own Cheyenne Courtney is under 
consideration for the role of Youth 
Council Member with this group. It has 
been held for the past couple of years by 
Hannah Abbe of Zion who has “aged-
out” and is now attending MA College of 
Pharmacy. Both Cheyenne and Hannah 
have been heavily involved with LIPY-
CM over the years, also serving in 
various other ways in the church. We 
wish both ladies well! 

- EMANUEL WORCESTER: The parish on 
Greenwood, Street is in the throes of 
discernment for their next chapter of 
ministry, their long-term pastor retiring 
from ministry last summer. The Synod 
has asked me to serve as Contact Pastor 
for the parish; meaning I attend their 
Council meetings and provide pastoral 
oversight, but not taking on the day-to-
day work of the congregation. That work 
is covered by Tom Houston, a Licensed 
Lay Minister for whom I have supervisory 
responsibility that began in August of 
2019. The work with Emanuel will not 
interfere with my call to both parishes of 
Grace. However, our experience as 
Grace in walking with the Spirit in light of 
changing-times within Christ’s church 

and providing robust ministry helps 
provide insight as Emanuel encounters 
what the future might hold for her as a 
stand-alone parish, or one connected 
with others in some fashion. Let me be 
clear; I act in an advisory role and as 
Church Executive relating to the Synod, 
where nothing has been predetermined 
for her future. As with all of our parishes 
within the ELCA, we are on a journey 
together each year in discerning the 
Spirit’s is leading us as God’s children. 
So, let us pray for each other and our 
revelation of God’s will within and 
through us all for the sake of creation! 

 

PARSONAGE NEWS 

 
- BETHEL: Our sexton and one of Bethel’s 

Preschool teachers, Shannon 
Papandrea, and her son, Dominic, 
moved into the home at 92 Bryn Mawr 
Avenue at the beginning of May. They 
are enjoying the fresh repaint of the 
interior provided by the Property Team, 
and others!  

- ZION: The current renters of the past 
couple of years anticipate moving into 
their own home during the August 
timeframe. This will give us the 
opportunity for a thorough cleaning and 
some repainting/updating before our next 
anticipated renters move-in, sometime in 
September: the new transition pastor and 
his wife for Zion Lutheran, Oxford/Church 
of the Reconciliation (Episcopal), 
Webster. Discussions are underway with 
Zion-Oxford on rental details at this time.  
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CHURCH GROUNDS 

 
- BETHEL: We wish to thank Torr 

Jajeunesse (Jackie and Vinny Walsh’s 
son) for his several-days’ work in 
cleaning up the grounds all around the 
church property! We do now have a 
mound of leaves/debris between the old 
Berlin Street property and the parking lot 
that should be removed to a facility that 
accepts same. If some people could 
volunteer and help with this, that would 
be awesome! Thank you to the Stolbergs 
for their work in keeping the lawn 
trimmed! 

- ZION: Torr also made his way over to 
Zion and cleaned up everything from the 
rear alley behind the education wing to 
behind the offices off Whitmarsh Avenue. 
THANK YOU! With his efforts there are 
upwards of 20-something leaf bags in 
need of removal to a facility. Could we 
have some volunteers take care of this 
before they break open and spill all over? 
And, thanks to Dave Spinner for our first 
mowing of the summer; we are looking 
for people to take on this weekly activity 
on a volunteer basis. If this can’t happen, 
we will need to hire a service to perform 
same. While the church lawn mower is 
undergoing a servicing people would 
need to bring their own unit to do the 
work, but after that the church mower is 
located in the shed, just requiring a call 
to the office for the padlock code for 
entry. 
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PRAYER LIST 
Arnold Ariansen - Barbara - John Berube - Lucy & 
Tom Brennan - Karen Carlson – Peter DePierri - 
Lori Deso - Jean Dowd - Bob Ekstrand - Dave and 
Linda Fabrizius – Judy Fallon - Liesl Voosen Fields 
- Grover Gentry – Skip Hagberg – Harold - Paul 
Josephson – Audra Layton - Patricia Lynch - Greg 
Kallfa – Kay Lemerise - Bill Lewis - Eric Lewis – 
Kay Malkasion - Susan Marriano – Bob Maynard - 
Charlotte Rose MacNeil - Lori Merrihew - Jim 
Mooney - David Naugle – Lisa Novak - Amanda 
Parker - Marta Parsons – Pastor Tim Roser – 
Charlie Ruff - Melissa Saad – Shelby - Arlene 
Theriault - Kay & Bob Venning - Hope Woods 
 

OREMUS 
Alice Nobert 

Doreen Earley 
Dot Reid 

 
 

 
Doris Brick 
c/o Oakdale Nursing & Rehab. 
76 No. Main St., W. Boylston, MA 01583 
 
 

Jeff Moody 
c/o Lanessa Extended Care 
751 School Street, Webster, MA 01570 
 

Delores Bengtsson, Harold Johnson 
c/o Care One @ Millbury 
312 Millbury Street, Millbury, MA 01527 
 

Mildred Lindblad, May Jacobson 
c/o Knowlwood Nursing Center 
87 Briarwood Circle, Worcester, Ma 01606 
 
 

 

Henry Hirvi 
c/o Holy Trinity Nursing & Rehab. 
303 Barber Avenue, Worcester, MA 01606 
 

 

 
 

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES  
 

Bethel 
Cheryl & Tim Cronin - 06/01 

Howard & Pam Evers - 06/01 
John & Jen Rapoza - 06/04 

Bruce & Cathy Bergman - 06/15 
Roy& Janet Benoit Jr. - 06/18 

Nancy & Don Bjorkman - 06/19 
Pam & Dave Sutton - 06/21 

Sherry & Louis Gaspar - 06/22 
Brian & Carrie Courteau - 06/22 

 
Zion 

Scot & Lynn Wiinikka – 06/12 
 

 

YOUTH GATHERING  
 

 Trinity Lutheran -  Worcester Parking Lot 
 Sunday, August 2, 2020 
 7pm 

 

Bring: your own chair and masks 😊 

 
Trinity will provide space to practice distancing 
while we socialize, have smores around a 
campfire, play some "no touch" games and will 
bless one another (with squirt guns) including a 
special blessing for our graduates. 
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JUNE BIRTHDAYS 2020 
 

Zion 
David Berglund – 06/07 
Janice Schuler – 06/07 
Krisanne Wood – 06/07 
Phyllis Elolampi – 06/13 
Jean Blomquist – 06/16 
Michelle Henry – 06/18 
Lauren Wiinikka – 06/20 
Robert Linna Jr. – 06/22 

 
 

Bethel 
Doug Nelson - 06/02 
Jackie Walsh - 06/03 
Luke Valleli - 06/03 

Brooke Castellano - 06/06 
Colleen Hight - 06/14 
Caitlin Hersey - 06/15 

Alden Sampson - 06/15 
Olivia Gaumond - 06/15 
Priscilla Odgren - 06/16 

Nils Hagberg - 06/17 
Steve Trilligan - 06/20 

Brianna Benvenuti - 06/22 
Bev Sampson - 06/24 
Dave Sutton - 06/26 

 

 

 
Doreen Earley 

Pam & Howard Evers 
Janet Hodgdon 
Karen Hakala 

Nancy Hallstrom 
Lois Chinigo 

 

 

I want to take a moment to thank you for all the 
hard work you’ve done taking care of our 
clothing shed at Bethel Lutheran Church.  We 
wouldn’t be able to do this successfully without 
your dedicated help! 
 
In 2019 we collected over 44,000 lbs of clothing 
from your shed, which clothed an estimated 
3,500 people worldwide.  That’s amazing!  
You’ve played a critical role in the success of 
this shed, and we’re thankful for everything 
you’ve done to make this program possible. 
 
Alex Hillis 
St. Pauly Textile, Inc. 
 

 

 

“BOOKIES” Book Club 
Next meeting:  Monday June 8th @ 
2:00 discussing “The Kitchen House” by 
Kathleen Grissom.  We plan to meet 
outdoors, distanced on the church 
grounds, weather permitting.  We are 
setting up a conference call meeting if 
circumstances don’t allow for us to meet together. 
 

 

 

Dismas         Friday June 26th 
                      Friday July 31st  
 

Meal needed for only 4 residents; no sharing the 
meal with residents; drop off meal by 6:00; 
leave on the porch.  This practice until further 
notice. 

 
 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=pictures+of+victorian+woman+reading+a+book&qpvt=pictures+of+victorian+woman+reading+a+book&FORM=IQFRML#view=detail&id=BD35947E23DF8334F989C332C474E733C85038B5&selectedIndex=4
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Bethel’s Council Connection 
 

Well, here we are, another month has gone by 
and we are still worshiping from home.  I want to 
personally give a big shout-out to Pastor 
Andrew, Brenda Salvi, Karen Couturier and Lois 
Toeppner for all they have done to bring us 
worship on a weekly basis via YouTube! 
However, I am still looking forward to the time 
when we can return to the pews at Bethel again 
and worship together. 
 
Speaking of which, Pastor Andrew has come up 
with a very detailed outline of the various levels 
we will have to go through as we slowly reopen 
Bethel when the time is right.  We discussed it at 
our May council meeting, and while there may 
be a few tweaks still to be made, rest assured it 
will be ready when the time comes.  The big 
question is, will we be ready for the “new 
normal” of worship?   
 
In case you are not aware, we have a new 
tenant in the Parsonage.  Shannon Papandrea, 
our sexton, and part-time preschool teacher is 
now residing there with her son.  It is nice to see 
the front yard once again looking good, and I’m 
sure the inside will be just as nice.   
If anyone likes to paint, there is scraping and 
painting that needs to be done to the outside 
windows in Voosen Hall.  Contact the office if 
you would like to volunteer. 
 
Thanks to a generous donation from one of our 
members, 2 new signs advertising Bethel were 
recently ordered to replace the old, rusty ones 
currently standing around town.  As soon as 
things get better, members of the property 
committee will replace the one across from the 
Auburn Public library and 1 other.  These signs 
help to remind everyone where Bethel is located 
and to welcome visitors. 
 
Some of the other issues that were recently 
discussed at our May council meeting include 
dealing with is the condition of the bell tower, 
banking changes, financial issues and more.  
Even though the church building itself is closed, 
life goes on, and there will always be issues that 
need to be handled and details that must be 
looked after.   
 

Until next month, please stay safe! 
 
Preston Sturdevant 
Council President 
 

Zion’s Council Update - June  
  

Management Financial Report - Giving has been 
strong to date and Zion is keeping up with its 
obligations. 
 

Payroll Protection Plan Grant -
 Before Grace uses these monies towards 
salaries, dispersement percentages to staff of 
both campuses must follow the guidelines 
for maximum forgiveness of the grant. 
 

Santandar has been a difficult bank to work with 
our church finances for a number of years. 
Bethel concluded the same. In conjunction with 
Bethel's Council decision, Zion's Council voted 
to transfer of accounts to Baystate Savings 
Bank. Donna will work on relocating Zion 
accounts to the Baystate branch on Burncoat 
St. in Worcester.  
 

St. Pauly shed’s chute has been rebuilt to add 
more room to drop things into the shed. New 
signs to better say what is acceptable and mock 
security cameras have been positioned. Note:  if 
you can help keep the shed chute clear we can 
give you a key! 
  

Upon re-opening of the church with restrictions, 
we will need volunteers to clean, and making 
sure we are following the guidelines, that will be 
given to us. Bishop Hazelwood and Pastor will 
have more information to follow and will keep us 
abreast of what we should know. 
 

Reminder we still need to pay our bills and staff, 
if you have not sent in your offering envelope 
please send it the Bethel office (90 Bryn Mawr 
Avenue, Auburn, MA 01501) and be sure you 
mark off Bethel or Zion so it gets properly 
recorded. 
 

Respectfully, 
Donna R, Hayes – President 
Jennifer Courtney – Vice President 
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OUTREACH/SOCIAL MINISTRY 
Reaching out to a world in need 

 

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.  I do not give to you as the world gives.   

Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.”   

these times of the Covid-19 pandemic, long and sometimes lonely days have stretched into seemingly endless weeks as 
we continue in self-isolation and physical distancing.  At times, our John 14:27 

 

During patience may wear thin and we may even 
find ourselves barely holding it together while we 
desperately cling to any last remnants of 
normalcy.  We are living in troubled times, but 
`this is not the first time in the history of the world 
that people have faced the insurmountable 
challenges of catastrophic events, wars, famines, 
epidemics, and pandemics.  Jesus’ words to His 
disciples brought comfort to them as they faced 
their fears and 23rd Psalm reminds us that 
uncertainties, and these same words have 
continued to bring comfort and hope through the 
ages.  In the past month, our scripture readings 
have given us time to reflect on consoling images 
of our Lord, including the image of the Good 
Shepherd.  The God is with us and walks beside us 
through our most challenging and dangerous 
times.  One of the challenges we face is how to 
remain “spiritually” close in compassion and 
solidarity of our mission, while physically 
distancing ourselves out of necessity for our 
health and well-being.  Our Social Ministry and 
Outreach Teams of Grace Ministries have been 
prayerfully considering new and safe ways to 
support the needs of our members, and some of 
the local organizations and ministries that provide 
for the hungry, homeless, and suffering. 
 

Dismas is still welcoming meals at dinnertime, and 
we will continue to keep them on our schedule for 
the last Friday of the month.  At this time there 
are only four residents at the house.  Due to the 
pandemic, the criteria to enter the program has 
become more stringent as candidates have to be 
tested for Covid and then spend two weeks in 
quarantine.  For this reason, it is likely to be 
several months before they reach capacity again.  
Right now, their needs are cleaning supplies of all 
kinds, but preferably disinfectants, and gift cards 
to grocery stores, pharmacies, or Walmart.  If 
anyone wishes to help towards a meal, or donate 
any of the above items, please contact Jackie 
Walsh at 508-407-8876. 

 

Currently The Interfaith Hospitality Network 
House on June Street has three families. They 
have received some government money to add 
three people to their staff as there will be no 
volunteers or overnights for the time being.  This 
money will only hold out for another eight weeks.  
In the meantime, they have a good stock of food, 
but are in desperate need of disinfectant spray. 
Gift cards to grocery stores, pharmacies and big 
box stores are always welcome.  Please call ahead 
if you plan on dropping anything off at the house 
and leave items on the porch.  Do not leave cash, 
checks or gift cards on porch. 
 

On Sunday May 17th, while observing safety 
protocols and physical distancing, eight members 
from Bethel walked together as part of the Grace 
Ministries Team for the Central Massachusetts 
Housing Alliance Virtual Walk for the Homeless.  
As of this date, our team surpassed the goal of 
raising $500 with more donations coming in.  
Thank you to all who have participated and 
donated to this program.  And a special thank you 
to Stephanie Harms from Zion for creating our 
team. 
 

 
 

Please remember, if you need assistance, or are 
aware of anyone in need, you may contact the 
church office. 
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PHASED REOPENING OF MINISTRIES FOLLOWING PANDEMIC 

 
Drawing upon studied recommendations (including the work of the Wisconsin Council of 

Churches, ELCA Texas/Louisiana Synod, U.S. Federal Guidelines, our NES Bishop, The Rev. James 
Hazelwood, the ELCA and CDC) this document sets forth recommendations for both campus’ 
Councils. 

NOTE 1: The collective church in Jesus’ name is discovering the need for providing ongoing 
virtual/online worship to people who may continue being afraid of public gatherings, or find the need 
for being fed through remote connection for a variety of circumstances: the church meeting the wider 
need of God’s children in every place. 

NOTE 2: Bethel Preschool will follow EEC guidelines for re-opening that: a) correspond directly 
to state/regional recommendations, and are b) reviewed and approved in advance by the Bethel 
Council. 

As MA Gov. Charles Baker announced on May 18th, 2020 that worship may begin under many 
restrictions/conditions with NO MORE THAN 40% of a facility’s legal capacity taking part in gathering 
indoors: 

 

1) PHASE ONE – May 18th, 2020 
a. NO IN-HOUSE WORSHIP 
b. ELDER FACILITY/HOSPITAL visitation is not recommended. 
c. BIBLE STUDY/SMALL GROUP/SUNDAY SCHOOL meetings will be via online 

offerings and not in person. 
d. FACILITIES will remain closed to all EXCEPT the sexton, administrator, pastor and 

staff musicians. 
e. OUTREACH will be considered upon a case-by-case basis, and in coordination with 

the office, for implementation of solutions without physical contact. 
2) PHASE TWO – July 1, 2020 > Congregation size capped at 50 people total with pastor 

a. IN-PERSON SUNDAY WORSHIP MAY COMMENCE if: 
i. Adequate controls are in-place for providing safety of all live participants. 
ii. Cleaning/sanitizing can be affected between multiple services in a single 

space by volunteers other than the staff sexton. 
iii. Worship space will necessitate cordoning-off every other pew and enforcing 

family-units spacing of at least six feet apart within pews. 
iv. Chapels will NOT be used for worship, only nave locations. 
v. To prevent service over-attendance against state/regional guidelines, multiple 

services may need to be planned, perhaps necessitating limitations to 
attendees/service based upon alphabetical surname, or some other 
appropriate, breakdown. 

vi. Traffic/walking patterns will be laid out. 
vii. All participants will be required to wear masks and gloves. 
viii. Singing will be restricted to a handful of choir members, pastor and assisting 

minister due to the twenty-foot projection of particles during the act of singing, 
even through masks: particular directional/separation guidelines will be in 
place to regulate this. 
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1. Choirs will not practice or sing in-person: We are working out creation 
of weekly anthem using an online method for stitching choir member 
participation (both parishes together) from their homes into a cohesive 
whole that will be presented during each week’s service. 

ix. Greeters/ushers will remain at least six feet from each other and 
individuals/households entering the church. 

x. Worship bulletins will be placed in the pews prior to worship; not handed out 
by greeters/ushers. 

xi. The peace will take place through waving, bowing towards one another, with 
no touch or hand-shaking. 

xii. Children will not gather directly with the pastor for the Children’s Message. 
xiii. Communion may take place from the head of the center aisle under the 

following restrictions: 
1. Wine/grape-juice will be placed via siphoning method, handled by 

sacristans wearing masks and gloves, into disposable communion 
cups. These will be placed, widely spaced out, upon the movable altar. 

2. Bread/wafers of any kind will be placed into covered ciboriums by 
sacristans wearing masks and gloves. 

3. Consecration of elements will take place in their covered state by the 
celebrant from the main altar. 

4. The celebrant will wash their hands and sanitize them prior to element 
consecration, wearing mask and donning gloves; upon uncovering the 
appropriate ciborium, tongs will be used to remove hosts and released 
several inches above a communicants hands. The host will be held 
onto by the communicant until after receipt of wine/grape-juice cup. 

5. Communicants will take a disposable cup of wine/grape-juice from the 
movable altar once the assisting minister, masked and gloved, has 
removed the covering. 

6. Upon returning to their pew seating communicants may consume the 
elements, disposing of cups in the lined waste receptacles in the 
narthex when leaving at the end of the service. 

xiv. NO PERSON SHALL BE ADMITTED TO FACILITIES WHO IS PRESENTLY 
SHOWING SYMPTOMS OF ILLNESS, OR HAS BEEN ILL OR WITH FEVER 
WITHIN THE PAST 24 HOURS. 

b. ELDER FACILITY/HOSPITAL visitation not recommended. 
c. BIBLE STUDY/SMALL GROUP/SUNDAY SCHOOL meetings will be via online 

offerings and not in person. 
d. FACILITIES will remain closed to all EXCEPT the sexton, administrator, pastor and 

staff musicians.  
i. The lower halls may be open to limited recovery group use IF groups follow 

guidelines set out in the appendix of this paper. 
e. OUTREACH will be considered upon a case-by-case basis, and in coordination with 

the office, for implementation of solutions without physical contact. 
3) PHASE THREE > NO DATE HAS BEEN SET FOR THIS STAGE BY THE CHURCH 

a) IN-PERSON SUNDAY & ADDED WEDNESDAY WORSHIP PER PHASE TWO 
GUILDLINES ABOVE. 
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i. Congregation size may be increased to 40% of legal facility capacity IF there 
has not been any proven transmission of COVID-19 amongst worship 
participants during PHASE TWO.  

ii. Chapels will NOT be used for worship. 
b) ELDER FACILITY/HOSPITAL visitation is discouraged, but may take place under 

extraordinary personal protective care against contracting/spreading infection. 
c) BIBLE STUDY/SMALL GROUP/SUNDAY SCHOOL meetings may take place in 

person within state/regional physical gathering guidelines. Online gatherings are 
encouraged to continue. 

d) FACILITIES (excepting Wednesday and Sunday worship per PHASE THREE, 
section A guidelines immediately above), will remain closed to all EXCEPT the 
sexton, administrator, pastor, staff musicians and limited small groups IF:  
i. The lower halls may be open to limited recovery group use IF groups follow 

guidelines set out in the appendix of this paper. 
e) OUTREACH will return to “normal” operation for implementation of solutions with 

limited physical touch/engagement: all persons participating wearing masks and 
gloves and respecting social distancing guidelines. 

4) PHASE FOUR > TBA 

 

APPENDIX: 

 

Bethel Lutheran use of space during COVID-19 pandemic for community groups: AS OF July 1, 2020 

STRICTLY ENFORCED 

Recovery Groups 

1) NO ONE PERMITTED INTO THE BUILDING EXHIBITING SYMPTOMS OF AN ILLNESS 

2) Monday-Friday ONLY, available meeting slots: 5:30 PM, 6:45 PM, 8:00 PM 

a. 1-hour meeting total, 15-minute disinfecting/cleaning. 

i. ABSOLUTELY NO PRE-POST MEETING GATHERINGS PERMITTED ON CHURCH GROUNDS. 

ii. Subsequent groups must wait for the last group to depart premises prior to entering. 

b. Weekly reservation/confirmation with church office required. 

3) 1 group per time slot in the building. 

a. Each group must sign a contract with Bethel Lutheran agreeing meeting policy guidelines. 

b. Each group must submit proof of liability insurance. 

4) 10-person limit/meeting 

a. Masks must be worn AT ALL TIMES. 

b. Social distancing maintained AT ALL TIMES: 6 foot MINIMUM between each person. 

c. ABSOLUTELY NO FOOD/DRINK ALLOWED IN THE BUILDING 

i. No coffee making/distribution. 

d. Contact information for each meeting attendee logged and electronically sent by email to church office. 

e. An assigned group member cleans the space and rest rooms with supplies provided by Bethel prior to 

leaving and beginning of next time slot and initials/dates service sheet. 

The increase of attendee numbers will be announced by the church at a later date 
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Zion Lutheran use of space during COVID-19 pandemic for community groups: AS OF July 1, 2020 

STRICTLY ENFORCED 

Recovery Groups 

1) NO ONE PERMITTED INTO THE BUILDING EXHIBITING SYMPTOMS OF AN ILLNESS 

2) Friday & Sunday nights ONLY 

a. 1-hour meeting total 

i. ABSOLUTELY NO PRE-POST MEETING GATHERINGS PERMITTED ON CHURCH GROUNDS. 

b. Weekly reservation/confirmation with church office required. 

3)  

a. Each group must sign a contract with Zion Lutheran agreeing meeting policy guidelines. 

b. Each group must submit proof of liability insurance. 

4) 50-person limit/meeting 

a. Masks must be worn AT ALL TIMES. 

b. Social distancing maintained AT ALL TIMES: 6 foot MINIMUM between each person. 

c. ABSOLUTELY NO FOOD/DRINK ALLOWED IN THE BUILDING 

i. No coffee making/distribution. 

d. Contact information for each meeting attendee logged and electronically sent by email to church office. 

e. An assigned group member cleans the space and rest rooms with supplies provided by Bethel prior to 

leaving and beginning of next time slot and initials/dates service sheet. 

The increase of attendee numbers will be announced by the church at a later date 

Church Groups 

1) NO ONE PERMITTED INTO THE BUILDING EXHIBITING SYMPTOMS OF AN ILLNESS 

2) Saturday & Sunday ONLY 

a. 2-hour total time for worship & preparation/clean-up 

b. ABSOLUTELY NO PRE-POST MEETING GATHERINGS PERMITTED ON CHURCH GROUNDS. 

c. Use of classrooms limited to 10-person total each – including at least one adult as supervisor. 

d. Weekly reservation/confirmation with church office required. 

e. Each group must sign a contract with Zion Lutheran agreeing meeting policy guidelines. 

f. Each group must submit proof of liability insurance. 

3) 50-person limit/service to include Pastor/Deacon and staff 

a. Masks must be worn AT ALL TIMES. 

b. Social distancing maintained AT ALL TIMES: 6 foot MINIMUM between each person (excepting singly 

housed family units.) 

a. ABSOLUTELY NO FOOD/DRINK ALLOWED IN THE BUILDING 

i. No coffee making/distribution. 

b. Contact information for each meeting attendee logged and electronically sent by email to church 

office. 

c. An assigned group member cleans the space and rest rooms with supplies provided by Bethel prior 

to leaving and beginning of next time slot and initials/dates service sheet. 

The increase of attendee numbers will be announced by the church at a later date 
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 through our RIC Central MA campuses            
 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

"To boldly share God's Love and Grace universally in and through our communities." 
 

VISION STATEMENT 
 

Modeling the welcoming nature of God, we are humbly called and driven by the Spirit to witness, engage and walk with 
each other authentically, as Jesus’ hands and feet, providing spiritual, emotional and physical nourishment. 

 

Through evolving partnerships with ecumenical and other social service organizations we affirm justice and wholeness 
under the “agency of Grace” that feed the needs and hope of all.  

 
 

 

 
 

The Rev. Andrew H. Borden, Pastor 
pastor_andrew.b@verizon.net 

 
 
 

Ann Spinner, Parish Administrator 

bethelauburn@verizon.net 
 
 

 
 

Shannon Papandrea, Sexton 
 

Kate Valleli & Kristel Hunt– Christian Education Team 
 
 

Worcester Campus - Zion Lutheran   Auburn Campus - Bethel Lutheran 
                                              41 Whitmarsh Avenue, 01606                           90 Bryn Mawr Avenue, 01501 
                                                      Office: 508-853-2009                                        Office: 508-832-3427 
 

                           The-Community-of-Zion-Lutheran-Worcester.org                BethelAuburnELCA.org 
 

                                                Organist – Karen Couturier                 Principal Organist/Choral Director – Brenda Salvi 
                                           Choral/Bell Director – Sally Bond    Associate Organist/Choral Director – Lois Toeppner, Deacon 
                                                  President – Donna Hayes                                 President – Preston Sturdevant 
 

 

Yoke Council 
Co Presidents Preston Sturdevant (Bethel) & Donna Hayes (Zion) Secretary – Stephanie Harms (Zion) Marie Sturdevant 

(Bethel) 
 

 
Bethel Congregation Council 

EXECUTIVE TEAM: President – Preston Sturdevant Vice President – Dave Sutton Secretary – Marie Sturdevant 
Kathleen Legg, Leanne Carraher, Doris Belk, Roberta Briggs, Bev Sampson 

 

Functional Units 
Social Ministry – Marie Sturdevant & Judy Sampson 
Worship & Music Committee – Joan Parker, Chair 

Property Team – Garrett Peters, Rick Hagberg, Roy Benoit Jr.                     Altar Guild – Leanne Carraher, Chair 
Adult Forum, Roberta Briggs 

 

Preschool 
Preschool Director – Bev Sampson 508-832-9411 Bethel_preschool_auburn@outlook.com 

Teachers, Karen Borden, Shannon Papandrea, Teachers Aide, Kim Capaldi 
 

Zion Congregation Council 
EXECUTIVE TEAM: President – Donna Hayes - Vice President – Jennifer Courtney Secretary – Stephanie Harms 

Virginia Carlson, Amy Costello, Theresa Toombs, Don Leombruno 
 

Functional Units 
Outreach Ministry Team – Stephanie Harms/Jean Harger, Coordinators 

 
Altar Guild – Virginia Carlson, Chair 

 

RECONCILING IN CHRIST 

mailto:bethelauburn@verizon.net
mailto:Bethel_preschool_auburn@outlook.com

