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NEWSLETTER MAY 2020                                      TIME  SENSITIVE 

 

                                PLEASE DO NOT DELAY 

 
 

Our lives are formed by Word and 

Sacrament, and we gather as the beloved 

children of God around the means of grace 

where our lives are in Christ. 
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PASTOR’S MESSAGE 

 

OUR HEARTS ASCENDING 

While global and national community 
leadership come to grips with ways to equip 
us with measures of remaining healthy and 
able to emerge somewhat from isolation, the 
cycle of the church year completes its post-
Resurrection forty day walk of Eastertide 
with Jesus. 

The Resurrection represents the power of 
God and significance of faith’s salvific effect 
for our lives. 

Just across the Kidron Valley from 
Jerusalem’s city wall and gates stands a 
small chapel near the summit of the Mount 
of Olives. It is set within as Islamic religious 
compound that welcomes a steady stream 
of pilgrims each day. This in and of itself is 
significant when you take a moment to think 
about it; a symbiosis between two of the 
Abrahamic traditions: Muslims who revere 
Jesus as a prophet working to let Christian’s 
and ANYONE behold that which the chapel 
was erected to protect: the stone from which 
Jesus is said to have ascended to heaven. 

As I entered that revered location and 
encountered the stone face what met my 
eyes are the definite impression of a human 
foot seemingly melted into the rock surface! 

 

It was an “Aha!” moment for sure. 

Most of you have heard me preach my 
thoughts concerning God as embodying 
energy and power beyond our limited human 
understanding. And, Jesus being the 
embodiment of God in human form, having 
“glowed” when exposed to the Creator on 
the Mount of Transfiguration with the three 
disciples in attendance, surely used some of 
that energy and power in “lifting off” from 
Earth near the summit of the Mount of 
Olives from that stone face. The Ascension. 

Limited thinking might see this as a climax of 
Jesus’ effectiveness for humanity because 
he left us and planet Earth. However, 
nothing could be farther from the truth! What 
happened next according to the scriptural 
record is the promised outpouring of God’s 
Advocate for humanity; the Holy Spirit 
unleashed to work on God and Jesus’ behalf 
with us now that God has set the scriptural 
record straight from all the human-
musing/additions to the true Word over the 
centuries, and demonstrating the power 
available to each of us through faith in 
providing wholeness and hope! And that day 
we celebrate on the last day of May this year 
is the festival of Pentecost. 
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Despite the effects of the COVID-19 
pandemic we have much to be thankful for, 
primarily that we are NOT alone in dealing 
with it! 

Wisdom recognizes that anytime something 
horrific occurs it is followed by grace in 
various forms of outpouring through people 
and agencies in meeting need. As you’ve 
heard me, and many others, preach and 
teach, God is not responsible for tragedies 
or the things that seem to “test” us; 
situations and illness just happen. However, 
God is always present and walks with us, 
helping, supporting, loving us through 
anything and everything. To recognize this 
Presence with us requires our attentiveness. 

When we let our hearts ascend to the Divine 
Heart to connect in relationship our lives are 
blessed and our hearts know a fullness 
beyond human comprehension: just ask a 
person rooted in faith how this is so and try it 
out! 

May everyone know the blessings and 
power of God in this time and always, as 
together we live in hope and solidarity with 
and for each other, hopefully a new era 
dawning of cooperation and respect: we are 
Resurrection people! 

 

Blessings ☩ 

Pastor Andrew 

 

Bristol – Ascending Christ 

 

 

Consider making a Qualified 

Charitable Distribution to church 
Have you taken the Required Minimum 

Distribution (RMD) from your Individual Retirement 

Account (IRA) yet for 2019? 
If not, consider this: If you are 70½ or older, you can 

make a contribution to your church directly from 

your Traditional IRA simply by instructing the plan 

administrator to make the transfer directly to the 

church as a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD). 

You are allowed to transfer up to $100,000 a year to 

the charities of your choice. 

Your gift can be transferred directly to your church, 

will not be reported as taxable income and will count 

toward your minimum distribution requirements for 

2019. And, most importantly, your generous support 

will help sustain the church’s mission. 

To learn more about the specifics of making a QCD 

to your church, speak with your financial adviser. 
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GRACE MINISTRIES FINANCES 

While our buildings are closed, the church is not; 

ministry, administration and maintenance continue. 

Understanding that some families and individuals 

have lost income during the COVID-19 pandemic, the 

church has filed for a loan from the Federal 

Government through Savers Bank under the Cares 

Act for small business and non-profits to help cover 

salaries of our staff, including the preschool. 

WORCESTER CAMPUS: While the recovery groups 

are sending some monies in to help the church out, 

even though they are not meeting in the space, as 

long as the gathering restrictions are in place Zion 

will incur a monthly loss at $1,550 in rental fees from 

the two churches typically meeting in the lower halls 

and lower education wing. 

AUBURN CAMPUS: Some of the recovery groups are 

helping Bethel out by sending in monthly 

compensation, though they are not meeting in the 

building. The parsonage will see residency of our 

sexton as of May 1st, when rental will commence. 

However, initial pledged giving was far off in the 

opening months of 2020 before the pandemic hit 

and management had to transfer $15K from the 

Thrivent investment account to allow for the 

covering of expenses. 

We respectfully urge all members who have the 

means to not only maintain their pledges, but also 

put in extra monies to help Grace maintain our 

campuses and ministry base. If you can, I encourage 

you to join Karen and I in adding an extra $30 to 

pledged monthly giving through the end of 2020. 

THANK YOU in advance! 

 

EMANATIONS 
The things of God are referred to in scripture 

as from “heaven,” the location of God. 

In the 14th chapter of John’s gospel, Jesus is 

reported as having said that heaven is the 

dwelling place people’s souls return to when 

earthly life is completed: 

14 “Don’t be troubled. Believe in God, and 

believe in me. 2 My Father’s house has 

many rooms. If that were not true, would I 

have told you that I’m going to prepare a 

place for you? 3 If I go to prepare a place for 

you, I will come again. Then I will bring you 

into my presence so that you will be where I 

am. 

In episode 9 from Star Trek Voyager’s first 

season, “Emanations”, the story line takes 

the viewer on a journey regarding sentient 

beings’ belief concerning the after-life. In it 

the focus is an alien species that use a 

machine to “send” (or beam) a persons’ 

body to its final resting place where their 

culture has been taught the transformed 

individuals meet up with formerly deceased 

members of their family and friends. 

The twist comes in when Voyagers’ 

proximity to some asteroids they are looking 



Grace Ministries – May  2020 
      
  

  
Page 5 

 
  

to mine for substances disturbs the beaming 

process from the alien species and one of 

the Voyager crew is caught in the process 

and transferred back to the alien’s machine, 

and alien bodies start showing up all over 

the ship. 

The episodic focus concerns the alien 

species’ faith in the dead making it to an 

afterlife experience, like a “heaven.” The 

disruption by Voyager starts casting some 

doubt on the process because the Star Trek 

crew report they only see dead bodies on an 

asteroid when the aliens’ think the bodies 

are virtually transformed into a new state of 

being, and aliens start hearing about this. 

How it all ends up is a recognition from 

Voyagers’ analysis of the corpses, and one 

person they noted on the asteroid still 

having life signs who they revived, that the 

energy signature (soul) seemed to move 

from the asteroid burial ground to an energy 

ring in the vicinity of the asteroids when a 

death truly took place…a heavenly type of 

state. 

Emanations – The action or process of 

something flowing out. 

I lift up in preaching as intent for the gospel 

message from John chapter 20 how the 

disciple Thomas’ post-Resurrection demand 

in seeing Jesus to believe our Lord could 

really be alive, instead of taking his peers’ 

word about what had taken place with Jesus 

the previous weekend, focuses listeners’ 

attention towards the attitude of belief in the 

face of a great mystery: how through trust in 

faith we know the reality of God. 

With death, while we have accounts of many 

people’s near-death experiences, there is no 

scientific data as to the existence of a next 

realm the way we might conceive of it 

through the biblical accounts. Certainly, 

science postulates the high degree of 

probability for alternate dimensions of reality 

other than our own. Could one of these be 

the destination of our “soul?” Perhaps. 

However, the question comes back to belief; 

do we or do we not trust what scripture tells 

us?  

I have encountered enough end-of-life 

experiences with parishioners (and my own 

mother), plus stories from other colleagues 

concerning the same phenomena, that I see 

the opening of another realm taking place 

for our race as they transition from the 

corporeal to our next form. 

While some researchers and doctor’s 

discuss the phenomena and rationalize it as 

the result of a changing chemical balance in 

the brain about the time of death creating 

the sensations and visions that are reported, 

as a trained scientist/engineer myself I think 

the scientific explanations go hand-in-hand 

with a spiritual understanding that our 

bodies undergo a shift in preparation for the 

transition to the dwellings places our Lord 

refers to. End of life spiritual emanation. 

Science and faith can confirm each other. 

In the end, God is a mystery manifested and 

reported throughout human experience 

myriads of times. To believe in the reality of 

this Mystery and the scriptural record of 

Word puts my mind, heart and soul at rest 

because my experience in ministry and life 

has confirmed its truth. 

May we all know the peace that surpasses 

understanding ☩
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PRAYER LIST 
Dr. Robert Anusbigian - Arnold Ariansen - Barbara 
- Betty (Thoren) Benoit – John Berube - Lucy & 
Tom Brennan - Karen Carlson – Peter DePierri - 
Lori Deso - Jean Dowd - Doreen Earley - Bob 
Ekstrand - Dave and Linda Fabrizius - Liesl 
Voosen Fields - Grover Gentry – Skip Hagberg – 
Harold - Paul Josephson – Audra Layton - Patricia 
Lynch - Greg Kallfa – Kay Lemerise - Bill Lewis - 
Eric Lewis – Kay Malkasion - Susan Marriano – 
Bob Maynard - Charlotte Rose MacNeil - Lori 
Merrihew - Jim Mooney - David Naugle – Lisa 
Novak - Amanda Parker - Marta Parsons - Pastor 
Tim Roser – Charlie Ruff - Melissa Saad – Shelby 
- Arlene Theriault - Kay & Bob Venning - Hope 
Woods 
 

 
Doris Brick 
c/o Oakdale Nursing & Rehab. 
76 No. Main St., W. Boylston, MA 01583 
 
 

Jeff Moody 
c/o Lanessa Extended Care 
751 School Street, Webster, MA 01570 
 

Delores Bengtsson, Harold Johnson 
c/o Care One @ Millbury 
312 Millbury Street, Millbury, MA 01527 
 

Mildred Lindblad, May Jacobson 
c/o Knowlwood Nursing Center 
87 Briarwood Circle, Worcester, Ma 01606 
 

Dot Reid 
c/o Lutheran Rehabilitation & Skilled Care Ctr. 
20 Harvard Street, Worcester, MA 01609 
 
 

Henry Hirvi 
c/o Holy Trinity Nursing & Rehab. 
303 Barber Avenue, Worcester, MA 01606 
 

 

 
 

MAY ANNIVERSARIES  
 

Bethel 
Mark & Linda Rocheford - 05/01 

Arno Hurd & Jane Jakusk Hurd - 05/08 
Helen & Steven Trilligan - 05/11 

William & Linda Kikutis Kropp - 05/13 
Jeremy & Julie Baril - 05/14 
Lisa & Roy Ferreira - 05/30 

 
Zion 

Doreen & George Earley – 05/21 
 

 

Walk for the Homeless 
Grace Ministries is participating in Central MA 

Housing Alliance's Walk for the Homeless 
again this year. This is the 35th year for this 

great event that supports organizations 
around central MA, including IHN and Catholic 
Charities. It is a virtual walk this year, but we 
are still planning on putting in the steps and 

logging some miles! You can get involved in 2 
ways: 

1) Donate! Go to  
www.walkforthehomeless.org/GraceMinistries 
to donate to our team. Money will be collected 

through May 31st. 
2) Join the team! Sign up on the website and 

help spread the word! 
If you do any walking/running/biking, email 

Steph Harms 
(stephanieharms928@gmail.com) and she will 

add your mileage to our team total.  
If you have any questions, reach out to Steph 

or anyone on Social Ministry. 
Get out there and walk!! 

 

http://www.walkforthehomeless.org/GraceMinistries
mailto:stephanieharms928@gmail.com
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MAY BIRTHDAYS 2020 
 

Zion 
Karen Safstrom – 05/05 
Richard Henry – 05/06 

Mildred Lindblad – 05/10 
Meghan Bowen – 05/12 
Judy Leombruno – 05/12 

Donna Hayes – 05/13 
Bruce Blomgren – 05/15 

Jennifer Courtney – 05/15 
Lisa Fountaine – 05/15 
Derek Mangsen -05/23 
Gregory Shuler – 05/26 

 

Bethel 
Morgan Chojnacki - 05/02 

Nancy Nims-Gentry - 05/04 
Bruce Bergman - 05/05 

Lee Fenby - 05/10 
Annabelle Hunt - 05/12 
Brian Courteau - 05/13 

Lisa Novak - 05/16 
Russell Harris - 05/19 
David Naugle - 05/19 

Mirissa Bennett - 05/20 
Anita Haynes - 05/21 

Guiliana Schur - 05/22 
Nancy Sarkisian - 05/25 
Grover Gentry Jr. - 05/28 

Kelli Wright - 05/28 
 

 

Endowment Fund Gift 
 

Caitlin Hersey 
Bethann Valentine 

Ken & Mary Johnson 

 

 
Alice Nobert 

Nancy & Donald Bjorkman 
Stephen & Jennifer Johnson 

 

 

“BOOKIES” Book Club 
The last 3 books for the season 

will be discussed via Zoom 

during the month of May...dates 

and times yet to be 

determined. In the meantime, 

these are the books: 

“The Chilbury Ladies’ Choir” by Jennifer Ryan 
“The Kitchen House” by Kathleen Grissom 
“The All-Girls Filling Station Reunion” by 
Fannie Flagg 
 
The meetings will be hosted by Joan 
Parker.  For more info contact Jackie Walsh 
(jackmae@charter.net) or Joan Parker 
(jbparker@charter.net).  All are welcome 
 

 

Meals are still being delivered but not shared 
with the residents.  The next date will be Friday 
May 29th. 

  

mailto:jackmae@charter.net
mailto:jbparker@charter.net
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=pictures+of+victorian+woman+reading+a+book&qpvt=pictures+of+victorian+woman+reading+a+book&FORM=IQFRML#view=detail&id=BD35947E23DF8334F989C332C474E733C85038B5&selectedIndex=4
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Bethel’s Council Connection 
 

Well, here we are 30 more days into the Corona 
Virus situation, and things haven’t really 
changed all that much.  The church is still shut 
down for Sunday services, and life may never be 
the same again.   
 
That said, life still goes on.  I hope all who can 
are viewing the Sunday service each week, 
graciously put on by Pastor Andrew and the 
organists of Grace Ministries.  Marie and I look 
forward to watching the service on You Tube 
each Sunday afternoon, and even though we 
are not there participating in person, we get to 
experience God’s word first hand, read the 
scriptures together, sing the hymns, enjoy the 
organ music and hear the Pastor’s message.  
Heaven only know where we will be 30 days 
from now, will we be in the same situation, or will 
life be returning to normal, and what will that 
new normal be?   
 
Meanwhile, by the time you read this article, 
both Bethel and Zion will have held their first 
“virtual” council meetings online through a 
program called Zoom.  Zoom allows us to all 
connect at the same time via the internet, and 
discuss the issues of the church, almost like we 
were sitting around the table in Pastor Andrew’s 
office.  I hope that this is a one-time occurrence, 
but who knows.   
 
Speaking of business, please remember to do 
your best to keep your church pledge up to date. 
We understand that jobs may have been lost, 
and layoffs may have occurred, but the work of 
Bethel continues.  Please let the office know if 
your situation has changed and you will be 
unable to fulfill your pledge.  Otherwise, please 
remember to mail your check or make your 
online donation so that we can be ready when 
the shelter in place is lifted and Bethel can once 
again resume Sunday worship, as well as 
perform all of the other important functions that 
Grace Ministries is known for.   
 
Until then, I hope and pray that you and your 
family remain safe and healthy during this 
pandemic, and look forward to the day when we 
can once again worship together. 

 
Stay Safe! 
 
Preston Sturdevant 
Council President 
 

 

Zion’s Council Update- May 

2020  
  

My thoughts for the month of May, it's been a 
number of weeks that have been tough time for 
anyone I hope everyone is safe and healthy, 
being with family, grandchildren, people in 
Nursing Homes, Hospitals, and the one's home 
alone has been very tough for many of us. It's a 
very important to touch base with people in your 
families and also touch base with our Christian 
community in our own parish. I have reached out 
last week to about 7 individuals/families. 
  
We will be back soon to pray and serve at Zion, 
if you have not participated in Wednesday 
evening service on Zoom please check in it's 
uplifting. Sunday service on U-Tube is a aspiring 
way to enjoy Sunday Service. 
  
Let's remember we still need to pay bills, payroll, 
etc. You can mail your offering to Zion or Bethel. 
Please mark the box on the envelope Zion or 
Bethel. Greatly Appreciated. 
   
   
Respectfully: 
Donna R. Hayes – Council President 
Zion Lutheran Church 
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OUTREACH/SOCIAL MINISTRY 
Reaching out to a world in need 

 

 
I would like to share two quotes by Christian 
author and holocaust survivor, Corrie ten Boom: 
 

“Never be afraid to trust an unknown future  
to a known God.” 

 
“Love is larger than the walls which shut it in.” 

 
Corrie ten Boom wrote many inspiring quotes, 
but these two in particular seem appropriate in 
this time of the coronavirus pandemic.  Many of 
us are growing weary of spending time in 
isolation, and fearful of what the future may 
hold.  We may be leaving our homes for work or 
trips to the pharmacy or grocery store to buy 
food, medications and other essential supplies, 
but beyond that, our lives are limited by the 
walls of our homes, as we continue to be 
separated from family and friends.  It’s easy to 
become anxious as we listen to the news where 
all the focus is on the virus which is wreaking 
havoc on the entire world.  In this time of 
trouble, let us be encouraged by these words of 
the psalmist, “God is our refuge and strength, a 
very present help in trouble.”  God’s love for us 
has no boundaries.  When the disciples were 
gathered in fear behind the locked door 
following the crucifixion, the resurrected Jesus 
came and stood among them saying, “Peace be 
with you.”  Even in the midst of this pandemic, 
whether behind locked doors, or in the 
workplace, Jesus stands with us.  He lives 
among us in places where people reach out to 
help others, sometimes sacrificing their own 
safety to bring comfort to those in need.  The 
love of God breaks through the walls of our 
fear.  Though we do not know what the future 
holds, we know that in Christ, ours is the 
victory. 
 
Even though our Social Ministry team has not 
been able to meet and conduct our business as 

usual, we remain in communication with one 
another via phone and e-mail, working on new 
ways to safely and effectively reach out to our 
neighbors in need. 
 
We wish to thank the many members of our 
congregations of Grace Ministries for continuing 
to reach out to our neighbors in need.  We have 
members who have brought food and essential 
supplies to some of the organizations we 
support including Interfaith Hospitality Network 
and Auburn Youth and Family Services.  Meals 
have been prepared and delivered to Dismas 
House.  We have members who are sewing face 
masks to help prevent the spread of the virus.  
Shopping has been done and food delivered to 
members of our congregations who have not 
been able to leave their homes.  These things 
have all been done while adhering to safe 
practices recommended by the CDC.    
 
We have a number of members who live alone 
or reside in nursing homes, who cannot at this 
time benefit from the services of our visitation 
team.  Please consider a phone call or a card to 
help brighten an otherwise long and lonely day.  
Addresses and phone numbers may be found in 
the Grace Ministries member directory.  And 
please remember, if you need assistance, or are 
aware of anyone in need, please contact the 
church office. 
 

May the Peace of Christ be with you. 
 

“God is our refuge and strength, a very present 
help in trouble.  Therefore, we will not fear… 

…Be still and know that I am God. 
I will be exalted among the nations, 

I will be exalted in the earth! 
The Lord of hosts is with us, 

The God of Jacob is our fortress.” 
Psalm 46:1-2, 10-11 
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I’m a Lutheran: Ida Hakkarinen 
By Megan Brandsrud March 20, 2020 

Will Taylor/willtaylorprophoto.com 

Hope Lutheran Church and Student Center, College Park, Md. 
Occupation: meteorologist with the federal government 
Vocation: to be salt, light and leaven in the world (Matthew 5:13-16, 13:33) 

As a member of the Lutheran Alliance for Faith, Science and Technology, I’m committed to 
fostering conversations about how Christian faith and life are impacted by the scientific and 
technological environment in which we live. “Liturgy” means “the work of the people,” and, in my view, 
that means worship should reflect a broad spectrum, including metaphors and imagery from science, 
technology, engineering and medicine in addition to the agrarian themes present in our historic 
hymns and liturgies. 

My favorite part of working for the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) is when I have the opportunity to engage with the general public. Whether at 
large gatherings or at a career day at a local elementary school, I’m renewed by the genuine 
enthusiasm people have for NOAA’s mission. 

I first became interested in meteorology when I did a unit on the weather in fifth grade. My father 
was an electronics engineer, and he designed a weather buoy in the late 1940s while working for the 
federal government. Between 1951 and 1970, 21 Naval Oceanographic Meteorological Automatic 
Device moored weather buoys were deployed at sea. The hull design is still in use in harsh 
environments, such as the Gulf of Alaska and the North Atlantic. 

https://www.livinglutheran.org/author/megan-brandsrud/
https://www.hopecp.org/
http://luthscitech.org/
https://www.noaa.gov/
https://www.noaa.gov/
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People are surprised to learn I was diagnosed with a rare disease about eight years ago. In the 
U.S., a disease is considered rare if it affects fewer than 200,000 people. There are approximately 
7,000 rare diseases in the world, and it’s estimated that 25-30 million Americans have rare diseases. 
Recently, I presented a poster at the 2019 American College of Rheumatology annual meeting in 
Atlanta. 

My work in developing the next generation of U.S. geostationary weather satellites has been 
the highlight of my career. For 10 years, I’ve been a small part of the large GOES-R team that 
includes employees from NOAA, NASA, private industry and academia. Thousands of team members 
and their families attended the launches of the GOES-R (Nov. 17, 2017) and GOES-S (March 1, 
2018) satellites at Cape Canaveral, Fla. These operational satellites, now designated GOES-16 and 
GOES-17, respectively, provide continuous coverage of the Western Hemisphere from geostationary 
orbit. 

Getting to talk about science and faith at the last Youth Gathering was fun! The alliance’s 
interactive booth had a scale model of the solar system. Posters for the planets (through Saturn) were 
stationed throughout the hall at their scaled distance from the sun in our booth; the Saturn poster was 
located one quarter of a mile away, at the farthest end. Those who returned to the booth to share 
their selfies of each poster were rewarded with a Milky Way bar. Visitors to the booth expressed 
appreciation for having activities that affirmed one could both work in science and technology, and 
also be a person of faith. 

To me, grace is what God pours into the world abundantly each day. My personal email tagline is a 
quote from filmmaker and philanthropist Abigail Disney: “Every one of us walks the Earth by virtue of 
a thousand moments of grace, both large and small, most of which we barely notice.” Being an agent 
of God’s grace is the vocation of all people, not just those who work for the church. I believe we’re all 
called to trust in faith that the grace of God is out there, just beyond the boundary of our comfort 
zones. 

I believe vocation is God’s call to every person, not just the task of those who serve in rostered 
leadership or are employed by the institutional church. One’s occupation may be part of one’s 
vocation, but vocation encompasses more than just occupation. What I bring to my occupation is 
nothing different from what I bring to any other area of my life, for my core identity doesn’t change. My 
identity was given to me at baptism when I was sealed with the cross of Christ and marked as God’s 
child forever. 

 

Being an agent of God’s grace is the vocation of all people, not just those 
who work for the church. 

 

I’m a Lutheran member of the Christian family because my parents brought me to the baptismal font 
in December 1956 at Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church in Takoma Park, Md. Unknown to me, my 
mother kept in her wallet a picture of our family (my mother and father, three older brothers and me) 
from that day. I discovered the picture after she died, as we sorted through her belongings. 

https://www.eventscribe.com/2019/posters/ACR/SplitViewer.asp?PID=NTg3OTAyNDYwODk
http://goes-r.gov/
https://luthscitech.org/elca-national-youth-gathering-2018-exploring-gods-worlds-prepared-to-draw-a-crowd/
https://www.livinglutheran.org/tag/vocation/
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I share my faith through the many “stations” of my life: daughter; sister; aunt and great-aunt; citizen 
of a nation, state and county; federal employee; neighbor; member of a congregation; friend. In each 
of these areas, opportunities to minister and to be ministered to are continually presented. I find 
Martin Luther’s pastoral approach to life in community a reminder to me of the importance of listening 
to people’s stories. In my professional and personal interactions at work, and the particular ways in 
which faith may (or may not) arise in the workplace, I’ve found the very act of listening to someone is 
a holy calling. 

I believe “that by my own understanding or strength I cannot believe in Jesus Christ my Lord or come 
to him, but instead the Holy Spirit has called me through the gospel, enlightened me with his gifts, 
made me holy, and kept me in the true faith, just as he calls, gathers, enlightens, and makes holy the 
whole Christian church on earth and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one, common, true faith.” 
(Explanation of the third article of the Apostles’ Creed, Luther’s Small Catechism) 

I believe religion and science can benefit from being in dialogue together. I advocate for ways to 
bring clergy and laity together in a collaborative manner to learn together and discuss ways to live out 
the gospel in the scientific/technological world in which we find ourselves today. While others may 
focus on academic efforts in the religion-and-science discussion, I’m more inclined to look at practical 
ways for people to bring their knowledge to bear in the church. One place this happened well was 
during the introduction and discussion of the ELCA social statement “Genetics, Faith and 
Responsibility” at the 2011 Churchwide Assembly. 

It’s important to me to participate in and support ELCA ministries at the congregational, synod 
and churchwide level because these communities and partnerships are ways in which the Lutheran 
expression of God’s love is shared with both those who are part of and those who are “outside of” the 
church. Resources I share with the ministries of the ELCA reach beyond my local community of faith 
and connect me with the broader world. 

I pray more often these days using the “breath prayer” form as written by Ron DelBene in Into the 
Light: Ministering to the Sick and Dying (2009), because it provides a way to tie prayer with breathing. 
A retired friend (a two-time cancer survivor) was diagnosed with terminal cancer several months ago. 
As I go about my day, I’ve been praying: (breathe in) “God of abundant embrace,” (breathe out) 
“surround Chris with love as she journeys home to you.” 

To me, church is a place where people may find love, compassion, healing and strength each week 
through participation in the liturgy of word and sacrament, so they’re renewed to go out again into the 
world to perform their daily ministries. 

  

https://www.livinglutheran.org/tag/small-catechism/
https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Genetics
https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Genetics
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 through our RIC Central MA campuses            
 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

"To boldly share God's Love and Grace universally in and through our communities." 
 

VISION STATEMENT 
 

Modeling the welcoming nature of God, we are humbly called and driven by the Spirit to witness, engage and walk with 
each other authentically, as Jesus’ hands and feet, providing spiritual, emotional and physical nourishment. 

 

Through evolving partnerships with ecumenical and other social service organizations we affirm justice and wholeness 
under the “agency of Grace” that feed the needs and hope of all.  

 
 

 

 
 

The Rev. Andrew H. Borden, Pastor 
pastor_andrew.b@verizon.net 

 
 
 

Ann Spinner, Parish Administrator 

bethelauburn@verizon.net 
 
 

 
 

Shannon Papandrea, Sexton 
 

Kate Valleli & Kristel Hunt– Christian Education Team 
 
 

Worcester Campus - Zion Lutheran   Auburn Campus - Bethel Lutheran 
                                              41 Whitmarsh Avenue, 01606                           90 Bryn Mawr Avenue, 01501 
                                                      Office: 508-853-2009                                        Office: 508-832-3427 
 

                           The-Community-of-Zion-Lutheran-Worcester.org                BethelAuburnELCA.org 
 

                                                Organist – Karen Couturier                 Principal Organist/Choral Director – Brenda Salvi 
                                           Choral/Bell Director – Sally Bond    Associate Organist/Choral Director – Lois Toeppner, Deacon 
                                                  President – Donna Hayes                                 President – Preston Sturdevant 
 

 

Yoke Council 
Co Presidents Preston Sturdevant (Bethel) & Donna Hayes (Zion) Secretary – Stephanie Harms (Zion) Marie Sturdevant 

(Bethel) 
 

 
Bethel Congregation Council 

EXECUTIVE TEAM: President – Preston Sturdevant Vice President – Dave Sutton Secretary – Marie Sturdevant 
Kathleen Legg, Leanne Carraher, Doris Belk, Roberta Briggs, Bev Sampson 

 

Functional Units 
Social Ministry – Marie Sturdevant & Judy Sampson 
Worship & Music Committee – Joan Parker, Chair 

Property Team – Garrett Peters, Rick Hagberg, Roy Benoit Jr.                     Altar Guild – Leanne Carraher, Chair 
Adult Forum, Roberta Briggs 

 

Preschool 
Preschool Director – Bev Sampson 508-832-9411 Bethel_preschool_auburn@outlook.com 

Teachers, Karen Borden, Shannon Papandrea, Teachers Aide, Kim Capaldi 
 

Zion Congregation Council 
EXECUTIVE TEAM: President – Donna Hayes - Vice President – Jennifer Courtney Secretary – Stephanie Harms 

Virginia Carlson, Amy Costello, Theresa Toombs, Don Leombruno 
 

Functional Units 
Outreach Ministry Team – Stephanie Harms/Jean Harger, Coordinators 

 
Altar Guild – Virginia Carlson, Chair 

 

RECONCILING IN CHRIST 

mailto:bethelauburn@verizon.net
mailto:Bethel_preschool_auburn@outlook.com

