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Sunday, Dec. 1, 2019
First Sunday of Advent

Monday, Dec. 2, 2019

Advent 2019 - A Responsive Reading
Excerpted and adapted from Isaiah 2:1-15; Psalm 22; Romans 13:11-14; Matthew 24:36-44

Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob;
 That he may teach us his ways, and that we may walk in his paths.
There we will beat our swords into plowshares, and our spears into pruning hooks.
 Nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall we learn war any more.
We pray for the peace of Jerusalem: “May they prosper who love you.
 Peace be within your walls, and security within your towers.”
For the sake of my relatives and friends we say, “Peace be within you.”
 For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, we will seek your good.
Let us lay aside the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light;
 Let us live honorably as in the day,not in reveling and drunkenness,
Not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarelling and jealousy.

We thus awaken and await the unexpected hour, for the Love of God is not far off.
– Rev. Aaron R. Payson 

Unitarian Universalist Church of Worcester

Signs of His Coming
Genesis 8:1-19; Romans 6:1-11

The Holy Scriptures remind us of our need for a Savior and lead us to Jesus Christ. Old 
Testament scripture is filled with prophesy of the the coming of the Messiah and signs 

of God’s Grace. The waters of the flood, as recorded in Genesis, are a foreshadowing of 
baptism. At the Fount of Grace, our sins are washed away, and our relationship with God 
is made right, that we may live out our lives in service to God and our neighbor. 

Each Advent season, we wait, with renewed anticipation, for the breaking into our 
humanity, the presence of the divine. This Advent, may we prepare for our encounter with 
the incarnation of God’s Eternal Son, our Savior, with humility, gentleness, and patience.

Come, though long expected Jesus. Amen.
 – Marie Sturdevant 

Grace Ministries - Bethel Lutheran Church, Auburn



Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2019

God’s Promise, or Covenant
Genesis 9:1-17

Following God’s response to sin prior to the flood that destroyed not only humans but 
every living creature on the earth, in the sea and other bodies of water, including birds, 

fish, animals, and vegetation, God blessed Noah, Noah’s family, and all the living creature 
coming off of the Ark.

God also made a promise to every living thing. God would never again destroy the 
earth and its inhabitants by a flood. The sign of God’s promise was a rainbow. The beauty 
of the rainbow reminds me of who we are, and whose we are; that God loves every single 
living thing God has created. This means we are to protect all God’s creatures everywhere, 
and remember to take care of every living thing on earth. 

We are charged with protecting our universe, and taking care of each other.
Thank you, God, for providing all we ever need - perhaps not what we want, but what 

we need.
Amen.  

– Roberta F. Briggs 
Grace Ministries

Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2019

Let Grace and Mercy Guide You
Matthew 24:23-35

Humanity received its hope, born of a virgin in a stable in Palestine a little over 2000 
years ago.  

God incarnate, once and for all time, Grace and Mercy manifested to renew and 
refresh our corruptible hears over and over again so that life can be the blessing it was 
designed to be: one of abundance, not scarcity; one of light and not darkness.

The human mind can conceive of endless expectations and engage with endless 
distractions. This is what the words attributed to Jesus in the gospel for this day counter: 
Hold onto the Grace and Mercy you have learned, and let that ground and guide you in-
stead of rumor and innuendo, false hope and worldly desire. We await the celebration for 
God’s breaking in yet again to save us from ourselves. To do God’s love of us justice, there 
are no words the heart and mind of humanity could adequately imagine.

– Pastor Andrew Borden 
Zion Lutheran and Bethel Lutheran Grace Ministries



Thursday, Dec. 5, 2019

Trust Grace
Psalm 72:1-7; Isaiah 4:2-6; Acts 1:12-17, 21-26

So, casting lots. Is that like striking the rock or asking for a sign to ensure that 
God will act? Grace came by Jesus Christ, Paul reminds us. The Word that was 

in the beginning with God came and dwelt among us, and taught His followers to 
speak the Word, trust in the Word, the Word that aligns with the will of God, and 
wait for the “still, small voice.” In the Word, there is justice, righteousness, glory, 
cleansing, refuge, healing, and peace.  

Open my heart, Lord Jesus. Come in and teach me to trust the Grace you im-
part, that your Love and Light may break forth in my prayers and my service to lift 
up my brothers and sisters from the shadows into your marvelous abundance.

In Jesus’ holy name I pray, Amen.
– Pam Sutton 

Bethel Campus Grace Ministries

Friday, Dec. 7, 2018

Way of Life
Luke 1:68-79; Malachi 3:13-18; Philippians 1:18b-26

Christianity is more than a religion. Believing in Christ is a way of life. Faith is 
a belief and trust in God. God grants faith as a gift, not a work.
In the Gospel of Luke 1:68-79, we are told Zechariah and his wife, Elizabeth, 

had a son, John the Baptist. Zachariah prophesied his son would save the people 
of Israel from their enemies.

God kept his covenant with the people of Israel. They would serve God 
without fear. John would prepare the way for Jesus to teach the people the way of 
salvation. Their sins would be forgiven. Jesus would be the Light of the World. 

In Paul’s letter to the Philippians, it matters that people are told about Jesus, 
whether by honest or dishonest motives. Paul said that whether he lived or died, 
he would honor Christ in his body. He went on to say he wanted to live because if 
he lived, it would help more people to grow and to be joyful in their faith.

Therefore, today, may we lead lives reflecting the love, forgiveness, and grace 
of God in our lives so that by our example of faith, more people may learn to live 
in the light of God’s love.

Amen
– Roberta F. Briggs 

Grace Ministries



Rejoice, Rejoice, Emmanuel
Luke 1:68-79; Malachi 4:1-6; Luke 9:1-6

Driving into work on this November morning, the cold rain is pelting the 
windshield, obscuring my view of the road ahead. The “life’s journey” analogy 

doesn’t escape me … going forward not knowing what lies ahead …
My mind drifts as I think about putting together an Advent devotion. I have 

read over all three texts and the instruction that we can choose to reflect on one 
reading or all three. I believe everything is connected if you keep the conversation 
going long enough. I know there will be a common thread, and I am determined 
to find it. I’m sure it will be easier than finding a lost coin, a lost sheep or a lost 
child.

Luke 1:68-79 begins with praise and thanks, and speaks of a promised Savior, 
a branch from the House of David; first, a prophet to prepare the way for his arriv-
al, signaling a new day … the promise of dawn from on high giving light to guide 
the people into the way of peace.

Malachi 4 begins with a vision of God’s consuming fire, burning the wicked 
to ashes and saving believers in the name of the sun of righteousness rising, with 
healing in its wings … followed by joy and a promise of protection.

Luke 9:1-6 begins with Jesus calling the disciples, by his Spirit, granting them 
power to heal and authority over evil, followed by instructions to take nothing 
with them for their journey, only share the good news.

This Advent season, praise be to God for the dawn of each new day, full of 
promise. As I drive by St. Peter Marion High School, I glance at the school sign by 
the roadside: “In all things, give thanks,” I Thessalonians 5:18. 

Traffic is moving again … the essence of thankfulness surrounds me, reflect-
ing in the raindrops … Emmanuel.

– Lynne Orsted
Salem Covenant Church

Saturday, Dec. 8, 2018



Sunday, Dec. 8, 2019
Second Sunday of Advent

Bearing Fruit Worthy of Repentance
Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19; Romans 15:4-13; Matthew 3:1-12

Who is he speaking to? “Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths 
straight.” Words of the prophet Isaiah now placed upon the lips of John the 

Baptizer, cousin of the one they called Jesus. Is this a proclamation or an invita-
tion, a command or a summons? 

As we begin the second week of Advent, these words begin to feel more and 
more urgent. “Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomes you, 
for the glory of God.” Anticipation is mounting. “A shoot shall come out from the 
stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots.” Hope is on the rise. “May 
the mountains yield properity for the people, and the hills, in righteousness. May 
he defent the cause of the poor of the people, give deliverance to the needy, and 
crush the oppressor.”

A vision of peace gains clarity. “May the God of steadfastness and encourage-
ment grant you to live in harmony with one another … .” “The wolf shall live with 
the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fat-
ling together, and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze, 
their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The 
nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its 
hand on the adder’s den. They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; 
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.”

And a blessing awakens in the heart. “May the God of hope fill you with all 
joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the 
Holy Spirit.”

– Rev. Aaron R. Payson 
Unitarian Universalist Church of Worcester

Monday, Dec. 9, 2019

Love Manifested
1 Thessalonians 4:1-12

The incarnation brings to light the depth and breadth of God’s devotion to 
humanity, to each and every one of us, though we so often do not deserve it.  
Imagine the architect and creator of all things having such concern for each 

human creation (us) to become earthbound and experience all that we encounter 



so to relate on our level and love us extensively and persistently without end.
St. Paul’s words are born out of awe and respect for the presence that our own 

actions, thought and speech can affront when we forget 1) whose we are; and 2) the 
extent to which we have been sought, found and embraced lovingly.

The evangelist also reminds us that the Son’s work for us suggests our imitation 
of the same in witnessing through life-action with those still ungrounded through 
faith. Our Advent call is not only of remembrance for the Grace and Mercy that 
meet us, but our part in being vessels of the same in witness to the love manifested 
on Palestinian soil and announced by angels.

– Pastor Andrew Borden 
Zion Lutheran and Bethel Lutheran Grace Ministries

Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2019

For the Persecuted
Psalm 21; Isaiah 41:14-20; Romans 15:14-21

Paul writes to the Christian community in Rome: “I myself am convinced, my 
brothers and sisters, that you yourselves are full of goodness, filled with knowl-

edge and competent to instruct one another.” And he reminds them that such 
affirmation does not dismiss the possibility of strife, but is witness to the power and 
possibility to persevere in the midst of strife. It is an affirmation of the faith shared 
between them all.  

It is faith, like that of the prophets, such as Isaiah, “The poor and need search 
for water, but there is none; their tongues are parched with thirst. But I the Lord 
will answer them; I, the God of Israel, will not forsake them. I will make rivers flow 
on barren heights, and springs within the valleys. I will turn the desert into pools 
of water, and the parched ground into springs. I will put in the desert the cedar and 
the acacia, the myrtle and the olive. I will set junipers in the wasteland, the fir and 
the cypress together, so that people may see and know, may consider and under-
stand … .”

For this to happen, however, it is important for the faithful to remember that 
they have been made in the image of God, that they bear the fruits of this genesis, 
and that with this comes the responsibility to reflect their origin, indeed the origin 
of all people. Like the King who reflects the power of that which is divine, as the 
Psalmist reminds us, we, too, “rejoice in your strength, Lord. How great is his joy in 
the victories you give!”

– Rev. Aaron R. Payson
Unitarian Universalist Church of Worcester



Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2019

Look at the Stars, Dream, and Know
Psalm 21; Genesis 15:1-18; Matthew 12:33-37

When my daughter was about 8 years old, my wife and I bought her a tele-
scope. The burgeoning scientist immediately took it outdoors, and we set it 

up to look at the moon and stars. It took a little effort to get the scope aligned, but 
there in all their glory were stars twinkling through the small looking-glass, and 
the moon with all its color and contours. She was ecstatic. The next few months 
were full of books and videos, computer simulations and such. 

I thought of that moment when she returned from her sophomore year in 
college having taken an astrophysics course. Now she was measuring distance and 
doing calculations that she told me would be too hard to understand without the 
study she had done. Turned out that after that course, she decided she wasn’t as 
into the stars as she once was.  

I think that is sometimes what experience brings: levity to exuberance. 
In the readings for this day, we spy a similar trajectory of feeling. The Psalmist 

rejoices with the prospect of a relationship to be fulfilled with God. Abram cov-
enants with God, who convinces him that his greatness lies ahead in the journey 
with God.  

“Look up at the sky and count the stars — if indeed you can count them.” 
Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be. 

“Know for certain that for 400 years, your descendants will be strangers in a 
country not their own, and that they will be enslaved and mistreated there. 14 But I 
will punish the nation they serve as slaves, and afterward they will come out with 
great possessions. 15 You, however, will go to your ancestors in peace and be bur-
ied at a good old age. 16 In the fourth generation your descendants will come back 
here, for the sin of the Amorites has not yet reached its full measure.”

Look at the Stars … Dream … Know that you are the father of my people.  
But it is a reality that will take generations who will know hardship, and yet their 
descendants will know freedom.  

In a day and age in which immediate gratification is so often taken as a sign of 
blessing, our forebears in faith remind us that we are part of a much larger story, 
one that may not see its day of true freedom for generations. Yet we are called to be 
faithful to that vision. Remember the words of Matthew. “Make a tree good and its 
fruit will be good,” and, “A good person brings good things out of the good stored 
up in them.”

– Rev. Aaron R. Payson 
Unitarian Universalist Church of Worcester



Thursday, Dec. 12, 2019

Faith Means Waiting
Psalm 146:5-10; Ruth 1:6-18; 2 Peter 3:1-10

Two weeks before Christmas 1987, I received a call that my father had been 
brought in to the emergency room by ambulance and was very ill. Four days 

later, he died.
While he was hospitalized, and in the days, weeks, and months following his 

passing, my mind was filled with the why and what if questions. My heart was con-
sumed by grief. Christmas was something I just “got through” that year.

Christmas can be a very difficult holiday for those who are grieving the loss 
of a loved one, facing an illness, struggling with addiction, or feeling isolated and 
rejected because of homelessness, food insecurity, or prejudice. How does one find 
hope in the midst of such darkness?

Today’s scripture readings remind us of God’s faithfulness and His promises 
of healing, justice, grace, and mercy. The story of Ruth teaches us about loyalty 
and trust, and how God cares about all people. In the reading from 2 Peter, we are 
reminded that things don’t always happen on our timetable. God is long-suffering 
toward us, and not willing that anyone should perish, but that all should come to 
repentance.

Our waiting is meant to deepen our faith.
May we be mindfl of God’s promises and keep our focus on the Light that is 

coming into the world, a light that the darkness cannot overcome. Amen.
– Marie Studevant 

Grace Ministries - Bethel Lutheran Church, Auburn

Friday, Dec. 13, 2019

Grow in Grace and Knowledge
Psalm 146:5-10; Ruth 4:13-17; 2 Peter 3:11-18

I n a world in which instant gratification is a click away on the backlit screen of 
our closest technology, one of the gifts of Advent is the reminder that what we 

ultimately crave is not something that comes all at once, when desired. It is some-
thing to remember, especially as we face the difficult challenges of a changing 
climate, economic and political turnmoil, among many uncertainties. What then 
must we learn to do?

The scriptures cited for this day of Advent suggest that we must take the long 
view. Recognizing that the route we take as peoploe of faith ultimately reflects the 
vision of that which “Maker of heaven and earth, the sea, and everything in them,” 



Saturday, Dec. 14, 2019

Getting Down to Brass Tacks
Luke 3:1-18

There is no Advent without first going through John. John never sugarcoats any 
of his good news and the radical process of repentance. Repentance is a robust 

coming to oneself. It is a substantial turn from one view of life to a totally new 
view of life. It is nothing short of life-change. Therefore, when the crowds started 
showing up wanting to know what this river baptism was all about, John started in 
one them:

“You brood of snakes! Who told you to show up here? What are you doing 
slithering down here to the river? Don’t expent any soft and easy treatment — it’s 
your life that needs to change.”

Sometimes we need to hear things that straight and that sharp.
Daniel Hill, in his book on racism, “White Awake: An Honest Look At What 

It Means To Be White,” notes: “It is very difficult to recognize the presence of 
something unhealthy within us if it isn’t overtly obvious (moral or immoral sin-
gular acts). To survive the pressure that self-awareness creates, we develop defense 
mechanisms in relation to contradictory acts.” This leads to what Dr. Robin Di-
Angelo calls “white fragility.” “Something is fragile when it can’t handle weight or 
pressure without breaking. Her observation is that because white people’s gauge 
of being good and moral is critical to their sense of identity, there’s an inherent 
fragility that can’t take the weight of difficult inner realities, such as the presence of 
racism (no matter how subtle it is).”

which “upholds the cause of the oppressed and gives food to the hungry … sets 
prisoners free, gives sight to the blind, lifts up those who are bowed down, loves 
the righteous … watches over the foreigner and sustains the fatherless and the 
widow.”

It is a vision of justice that is transgenerational, as the story of Ruth reminds 
us. The blessing anticipated in Jesus was first realized in Obed, the father of David, 
as it was surely a blessing for the birth of his ancestors as well; a blessing, realized 
through the love and faith of Ruth and Boaz.

Even following the death and new life of Jesus through the Apostles and the 
communities they helped to found, this hope, through the long view, continued 
and continues. So, the author of the Epistle of Peter reminds us, “You ought to live 
holy and godly lives as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. 
That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements 
will melt in the heat. But in keeping with his promise, we are looking forward to a 
new heaven and a new earth, where righteousness dwells.”

– Rev. Aaron R. Payson 
Unitarian Universalist Church of Worcester



In our Advent journey, John spares us the gentle nudges and tender taps, 
skipping right to major surgery. “Make the roads smooth and straight, be reckless-
ly generous in responding to the suffering of the world, play it fair and be content 
with your rations.” 

It’s clear John is preparing us for something remarkable. Don’t get thrown by 
his heavy-handed invitations. Respond … it will be well worth it.

– Mark Nilson
Pastor, Salem Covenant Church

Sunday, Dec. 15, 2019
Third Sunday of Advent

The Power of Persistent Love
Luke 1:46b-55

An adolescent Mary was found a worthy vessel to birth and nurture the incar-
nate One. This highlights the value of our human createdness. We are loved 

and cherished, we are hoped-for, loved and capable of great things through faith.  
Advent provides opportunity each year for stepping back, taking a breath and 

pondering the power and might having set humanity on its path, but more so, 
persistently finding ways over time to meet, correct, and love us through our ways 
that oft-times include resistance to Grace and sidestepping Mercy and justice.

If we get too into ourselves, God can be edged out, and all manner of mis-
chief interrupt and discourage the work of the Spirit in and through us and other 
believers.

Yet, despite our flaws, God has promised to continually love us, the children of 
the covenants, forever.

– Pastor Andrew Borden 
Zion Lutheran and Bethel Lutheran Grace Ministries

Hope and Faith
Psalm 42; Isaiah 29:17-24; Acts 5:12-17

“As the deer longs for running streams, so shall I long for you.”

Like David in the 42nd Psalm, sometimes there are days I will ask myself, 
“Why is this happening? Again?” And sometimes, I’ll experience an epiphany 
from a thought that has entered my mind, or something that someone has said, or 

Monday, Dec. 16, 2019



Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2019

Home for the Holidays
Psalm 42; Ezekiel 47:1-12; Jude 1:17-25

If New England is your home, then autumn is in the air. Sights and smells and 
beautiful colors signal a familiar time of year. The days are growing shorter, and 

the nights longer … seasons are changing, and winter is settling in. Bittersweet is 
growing wild and winding its way among the brown leaves and bare branches as 
we brace ourselves for snow and ice that is sure to come. This is a time for reflect-
ing on the year that is ending and looking ahead to a new year.

What comes to mind when you hear the word “home”?  Some of us may think 
of a specific place or house that we lived in growing up that stirs up memories of 
good times and hard times experienced with family and friends; a long-ago feeling 
of safety and security; maybe a beloved pet waiting in the window or by the front 
door. Others may not share those good memories and may choose to block out the 
past and instead look ahead, perhaps wish for a new home, maybe one that is not 
yet known.  

There are many sayings involving thoughts of home: Home Sweet Home; 
Home is where your heart is; Home is where your story begins. Most of them are 
comforting words that conjure a sense of belonging. We know that lives change as 
the years go by. Houses come and go as people move away and generations take 
up residence in new places and situations. But there is something in the thought of 
“home,” whatever that may be for each of us, that conveys a place of being a part of 
who we are, a stone or marker along the way of our particular journey.  

 Each scripture listed for this devotional speaks of a longing for home, our 
true home. Psalm 42 tells of the deer crying for help, longing for sustenance and 
a quenched thirst to ease the weariness and sorrows and to be comforted. Ezekiel 
speaks of a return “home” to the entrance of the Temple, where water flows forth, 
a river of life. Jude’s words are given to us as an urgent warning to be careful on 

something I’ve read that brings me back to reality, stepping away from a pity party 
I may have conjured up in my head. (Isaiah 29:18, “On that day the deaf shall hear 
the words of a scroll, and out of their gloom and darkness, the eyes of the blind 
shall see.”)

As a child, I longed for Christmas. But now I long for Advent, a reminder that 
God is here for us all. King David didn’t let those taunting him weaken his faith 
that God was right there with him. Advent continues to remind us of that hope. 
Even in the polarized society in which we live, I still have faith that the Light will 
prevail.

– Maggie Seligman 
Salem Covenant Church & First Congregational Church of Holden



your way home, remember God’s words, pray in the Holy Spirit, build yourselves 
up in our most Holy Faith, Keep yourselves in the Love of God for those things 
will protect you. Remember God’s Mercy and look forward to God’s Mercy. God is 
building a home, using all of us, and Christ Jesus is the cornerstone of a Holy Tem-
ple. I will share with you my favorite description of home, to remind us that we are 
loved by God with everlasting Grace and Peace:

We are a people whose home is in the heart of the Holy One, a people whose 
true dwelling place is the peacefulness of the Spirit. If at times we stray, if we drift, 
aimless, confused, and lonely, if the harshness and pain of life propel us away from 
our home, then God reaches out to embrace us, to induce us back, to call us home 
once more.

– Lynne Orsted 
Salem Covenant Church

Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2019

Seeking a Right Relationship with God
Psalm 42; Zechariah 8:1-17; Matthew 8:14-17, 28-34

Today’s reading in Psalms highlights the yearnings of God’s people who are 
longing to be with God, but are having trouble in their souls, and cannot find 

their way back to Him.
Psalm 42 is an individual prayere for help by one who is cut off from the pres-

ence of God, and is oppressed by enemies. The repetition in verses 5 and 11, which 
is again repeated in Psalm 43:5, speaks of the anguish that continues to plague the 
psalmist, and of the urgency with which he seeks to make right his relationship 
with God.

In Zecharia 8, God promises to bless Jerusalem. n the seven oracles on the res-
toration of Zion, each of which starts with the words “Thus says the Lord …m: He 
gives us His promises, and identifies in verses 16 and 17 the ways we can maintain 
our relationship with Him.  

The reading in Mattthew tells us of Jesus’ curing those with diseases, as well 
as casting out demons. In verses 28-34, the two men possessed by demons have 
their demons cast into a herd of swine, which leads to the death of the pigs. Jesus 
is rebuked by the townspeople, who tell him to leave. It is likely that the town was 
inhabited by Gentiles, not Jews, as Jews would probably not keep pigs. The finan-
cial loss to the townspeople was more important to them than the salvation of the 
two men who had been possessed, and were now saved.

As humans, we are prone to sinful behavior. By following God’s instructions 
in the Bible, we can maintain a right relationship with Him.

– Marilyn and Scott O’Brien 
Salem Covenant Church



Thursday, Dec. 19, 2019

Justification By Faith Through Grace
Galatians 3:23-29

Prior to Jesus coming to earth, we lived under the laws of Moses as our guardian 
disciplinarian as a result of sinfulness. We, as God’s children, are “clothed with 

Christ” through baptism. Therefore, we no longer need a disciplinarian and guard-
ian, but are free through the Grace of God to be justified through faith.

We, both Hebrews (Jews) and Gentiles, are acceptable to God through Faith 
in God’s mercy through Christ. With the Acts of the Apostles, Galatians displays 
God’s intentional inclusion through Christ Jesus of non-Jewish people within the 
chosen “Israel of God.” (6:16). We are now all one. If we belong to Christ, then we 
are Abraham’s descendants and heirs, just as God promised to Abraham.

“In Christ Jesus we are all children of God through faith, with Christ.” We all 
know there is nothing we can do to earn faith. Faith is a gift from God, the same as 
God’s Love, Forgiveness, Mery, and Grace are God’s gifts, freely given.

Amen.
                      – Roberta F. Briggs 

Grace Ministries

Friday, Dec. 20, 2019

All Are Equal in God’s Sight
Galatians 4:1-7

I know of a couple of current instances in which parents have died and adult chil-
dren find distress in the dissolution of the estate; pointedly, one sibling taking 

advantage of the claim over and against the others.  
Knowing this is an age-old issue, as greed tempts humanity away from Godly 

pursuits, St. Paul expands upon Jesus’ teaching to remind us how all of us are equal 
in God’s sight. No one is a notch higher or lower than anyone else, even though 
any of us can think of times we have, or may currently, have perceived “just” cause 
for our reasoning to think so.

The incarnation brings us God’s hope for our recognizing the human design 
intent for equity, justice, and respect between all, an attribute extending from the 
God-head to us.

This Advent walk toward celebration of God’s bursting in among us at Christ-
mas brings reminders for the work underway throughout the ages in loving us into 
the ways of Grace and Mercy, which find culmination in the “Word that became 
flesh to dwell among us.”



And so we ought to give thanks and praise and devotion so hearts of faith 
might rejoice and the Spirit’s leading of us bear fruit in every season, and righ-
teousness and justice rule in all things.

– Pastor Andrew Borden 
Zion Lutheran and Bethel Lutheran Grace Ministries

Saturday, Dec. 22, 2018

Commitment
Isaiah 66:7-11

God’s time is not our time. We can be an impatient bunch! 
As I drive down the highway and secondary roads, the number of im-

patient people seeking to cut us off, who ignore merging courtesies, tailgating to 
move us out of the way,  threatens our blood pressure and overall health, directly 
and indirectly.

In an expanded way, society finds people clustering in groups and cliques who 
operate in a similar fashion and threaten much more than our physical health; they 
threaten the trajectory of humanity, strides in justice and honoring God’s work in 
creation and sanctity of life.

By the time of the third prophet known as Isaiah, the Hebrew people had not 
fully settled after their exile. The prophet’s words of Godly metaphor speak of Di-
vine commitment in the PROCESS of bringing about change for the better: PRO-
CESS that takes time and can threaten those who are impatient while it unfolds.

Once again in scripture we are witness to God’s persistence in bearing with 
humanity that has become broken due to its own deceit from believing “we know 
better” without Godly counsel. The story is not just a metaphor for societal sins, 
but our individual poverty whenever we believe we know better than God.

Let us pray God’s will be done, trusting less in ourselves and more in God. Let 
us find nourishment as we are nursed by Word and Sacrament to deliver us from 
evil intent instead to revel in wholeness! 

Advent is an opportunity for remembering and anticipating what can unfold 
in God’s time when we trust that the Divine knows best and proved it by walking 
the face of Creation to fulfill a promise of accompaniment and hope. 

– Pastor Andrew Borden 
Zion Lutheran and Bethel Lutheran Grace Ministries



Peace
Isaiah 7:10-16; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-25

Timing is everything. 
How many “times” have we heard that and other references to “time”? 

God’s “timing” is not ours, for sure. Religions all over the world were polytheistic. 
Israel had been shown that there was only One. They had already been “delivered” 
by Moses, Joseph, Esther. Now Israel was waiting for the Messiah prophesied by 
Isaiah and others to free them once and for all. The country was under heavy and 
cruel occupation. The hierarchy had been decimated, and much of it corrupted.

Into this devastating mess, God prepared to come, to show His face once 
more. Not in the clud by day, not in the fire by night, but in the face of Jesus.

God had prepared foreigners to be able to read the celestial sign that an-
nounced His coming to all God’s children. Promised Peace, world Peace, Peace 
in the hearts and souls of all, even in the midst of, and particularlyin the midst of 
human chaos. 

Come, Lord Jesus, quickly come. Dear Mary and angels of God, sing me your 
song. Dear Joseph, and shepherds and Magi, may I always obey God in God’s tim-
ing as you demonstrated.

Dear Jesus, I trust in you, in God’s perfect timing, in the Grace you impart to 
me as a believer in your saving Love and Light that I may live your Way, feeding 
the hungy, clothing the poor, supporting the weak and outcast, the suffering and 
downtroden, the lonely and the sick, as a living pronouncement of the Gospel of 
Peace.

In your holy name I pray, Amen.
– Pam Sutton 

Bethel Campus Grace Ministries

Sunday, Dec. 22, 2019
Third Sunday of Advent

Monday, Dec. 23, 2019

Remembering to be merciful
Psalm 146:5-10; Ruth 4:13-17; 2 Peter 3:11-18

In the Hebrew Scriptures for this day, King David asks a poignant and personal 
question of God: “Who am I, Sovereign Lord, and what it my family, that you 

have brought me this far?” The question goes to the heart of this season of antici-
pation; a question on the lips of all the faithful since time immemorial. We ask the 
question, and then wait and watch for the answer.



Clearly those who designed the lectionary reading for this day have in mind 
the relationship between the House of David and the birth of Jesus. Fulfillment is 
in the coming Messiah, who expands what it means to be faithful from the chosen 
of Israel to all those who choose of faith, who choose to believe the message of 
Christ: “Love one another as I have loved you.” “Love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and all your mind and your neighbor as yourself.”

When the answer comes, we awaken to the blessings that faith bestows upon 
those who bear witness to the truth of that all-embracing, all-encompassing love. 
We, like Mary, are filled with that same spirit. “My soul glorifies the Lord and my 
spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has been mindful of the humble state of his 
servant.

This season, may you be blessed with many opportunities to awaken to love 
and rejoice in the manifold blessings such love can bring.

– Rev. Aaron R. Payson 
Unitarian Universalist Church of Worcester

Glory Shines
Isaiah 9:2-7; Psalm 96; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lives in a 
land of deep darkness, on them light has shined.  

O sing to the Lord a new song;
sing to the Lord, all the earth.
Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice;
let the sea roar, and all that fills it;
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 

and the glory of the Lord shone around them.
Bringing you good news of great joy for all the people;

a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.
Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on Earth, peace among those whom are favored!

– Rev. Aaron R. Payson
Unitarian Universalist Church of Worcester

Dec. 24 and 25, 2019
Nativity of the Lord


