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NEWSLETTER JUNE 2019                                 TIME  SENSITIVE 

 

                                PLEASE DO NOT DELAY 

 
 

Our lives are formed by Word and 

Sacrament, and we gather as the beloved 

children of God around the means of grace 

where our lives are in Christ. 
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PASTOR’S CORNER 
THE FLAMES OF PENTECOST 
 

Flames can be associated with death and 
destruction, vengeance and anger. Only the Lord 
knows how many actual battles and conflicts 
have arisen over planet Earth during human-
kind’s stay in this place that have wiped out 
homes and livelihoods, taking life as well. 

Flames have also been harnessed to 
provide warmth in the cold, assist in food 
preparation and in developing/molding new 
materials into implements for our use (some 
implements other than plowshares, for 
example, not always so wonderful…) Flames can 
largely be associated with positive use! 

So, at Pentecost when the association 
with “flaming tongues” is made I can only 
wonder what some people hear: negative or 
positive connotations! Scripture reports that the 
visual of the disciple’s descriptive memory 
settled upon people and those affected 
speaking in languages different from their own: 
the Word that is Jesus being made known to the 
wider world through visitors to the Holy Land 
witnessing this experience! Something positive. 

And the language of developing doctrine 
among followers of Jesus’ WAY interpreted the 
flames as having a purifying power among those 
allowing this manifestation of the Spirit to work 
in and through them; 
purifying/removing/absolving whatever is not 

grace and mercy based from their past or 
present. 

Maybe some people in hearing the story 
can’t get over the destructive image of flames to 
be able and hear about the positive effect of 
purification. This becomes a point in considering 
all the ways we, our family members, friends, 
work-partners, neighbors have heard about 
Jesus and God and any negative associations 
preventing the positive reality of God being 
known. 

We know that God is not static, nor is 
Creation in its widest reality; astrophysicists and 
cosmologists have received and published much 
data proving the continuing expansion of the 
‘verse; the TOTAL expanse of solar systems 
within galaxies, within universes… how God’s 
creating power is in-motion. And by association 
so is God’s reach through Jesus and our 
Advocate, the Spirit, with us, at all times, in all 
places: Persistence of Grace Personified! 

And we all need this Divine touch. We all 
require the hope that comes through a heart 
and soul settled, purified and strident in faith, 
through the Source that is unending and 
merciful. 

And those of us who know the power, 
grace and mercy of the Risen and Ascended One 
are called to help those who may be apart from 
faith, who may have developed a mis-
association of God with an unhealthy 
representation akin to vengeance or anger,  find 
the way home to the arms of Grace. 

As we encounter the miracle of our 
Creator in the timeline of humanity, and the 
stories of faith, might we be bold to help our 
sisters and brothers hear and absorb the truth 
of our Lord’s intention for every person; 
wellness, wholeness, purposeful-focused-joy-
filled living that is not mere existence, but 
requires periodic cleansing, purifying, setting-
straight so to persevere and conquer whatever 
seeks to keep us down! 
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Let Your flames fall upon and refine our 

souls, O God, that Thy will be done in and 

through us, Your Advocate leading our journey 

in blessedness for the sake of Your good 

creation! Amen! 

 

☩ Pastor Andrew 
 

 

ACTIONABLE AFFIRMATIONS FOR THE 

CHURCH 
 

Continuing where we left off last month, we 

offer affirmations 9 & 10 for your 

consideration this month. 
 

THE PHOENIX AFFIRMATIONS   

The public face of Christianity in America 

today bears little connection to the 

historic faith of our ancestors. It 

represents even less our own faith as 

Christians who continue to celebrate the 

gifts of our Creator, revealed and 

embodied in the life, death, and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ. Heartened 

by our experience of the transforming 

presence of Christ’s Holy Spirit in our 

world, we find ourselves in a time and 

place where we will be no longer silent. 

We hereby mark an end to our silence by 

making the following affirmations: 
 

As people who are joyfully and 
unapologetically Christian, we pledge 
ourselves completely to the way of Love. 
We work to express our love, as Jesus 
teaches us, in three ways: by loving God, 
neighbor, and self.  
 

(Matt 22:34-40 // Mk 12:28-31 // Lk 10:25-
28; Cf. Deut 6:5; Lev. 19:18) 
 

LOVING OURSELVES INCLUDES: 
Affirmation 9: Basing our lives on the 
faith that, in Christ, all things are made 
new, and that we, and all people, are 

loved beyond our wildest imagination — 
for eternity;  
Psalm 22:27-29; Psalm 23:4-6; Psalm 
139:7-12; John 3:16-17; Romans 14:7-11; 
Philippians 1:20-26 
 

As Christians, we bear witness to, and 
nurture faith in, all persons who are hungry 
for, or open to the revelation, love, and 
salvation of God in Christ. We do not seek to 
evangelize those who have no desire to 
explore the Christian Path. We trust, rather, 
that God’s love, grace and invitation, has 
been, and will be, revealed in other paths, 
witnesses and times. 
We affirm that the Path of Jesus is found 
where Christ’s followers are continually 
discovering, and rediscovering that they — 
and all people — are loved beyond their 
wildest imagination, and they determine to 
live their lives according to this discovery. 
We find in this discovery and surrender the 
very essence of salvation, which is a 
process, not an end-point, within an eternal 
journey. 
We confess that we have moved away from 
this Path whenever we have denied God’s 
love for all people, or have denied the 
effectiveness of God’s eternal will that all be 
saved. We have moved further from Christ’s 
path when we have not actively bourn 
witness to God’s love and grace with those 
who seek it. 
 

Affirmation 10: Claiming the sacredness 
of both our minds and our hearts, 
recognizing that faith and science, doubt 
and belief serve the pursuit of truth;  
Proverbs 1:20-22; 1 Corinthians 3:18-19; 1 
Corinthians 14:15 
 

As Christians, we seek to develop 
intellectually as sincerely as we seek 
emotional development. We further seek to 
clarify that the truths contained in Scripture 
are not conveyed primarily through scientific 
revelations, but through wisdom which may 
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be gleaned frequently in story and song, 
symbol and parable. 
We affirm that the Path of Jesus is found 
where Christ’s followers value the pursuit of 
wisdom, which is found at the intersection of 
head and heart, where God seeks 
relationship with the human soul. 
We confess that we have moved away from 
this Path when we have denied either the 
role of the mind, or that of the heart, in the 
seeking of wisdom. Further, we have moved 
off the Path when we have denigrated the 
role of doubt or pursuit of scientific 
knowledge as if they were enemies rather 
than allies of faith. 
 

 
JUNE  ANNIVERSARIES 2019 

 
Bethel 

Cheryl & Timothy Cronin - 06/01 
Howard & Pam Evers - 06/01 
John & Jen Rapoza - 06/04 

Bruce & Cathy Bergman - 06/15 
Roy & Janet Benoit Jr. - 06/18 
Nancy & Don Bjorkman - 06/19 

Dave & Pam Sutton - 06/21 
Louis & Sherry Gaspar - 06/22 

Brian & Carrie Courteau - 06/22 
Karen & Robert Wambach - 06/25 

Rick & Debra Hagberg - 06/30 
 
 

Zion 
Scot & Lynn Wiinikka – 06/12 

 
 

EAGLE ARISING 
 
We join with Christine and Art Belmonte in 
celebrating the hard work and determination 
Brian has shown in attaining the rank of 
Eagle Scout with the Boy Scouts of America! 
 

Being a former scout and assistant 
scoutmaster myself, I understand and 
respect what it takes to not only become an 
Eagle, but what this represents by way of 
integrity and compassion in the person for 
whom this has been accomplished. 
 

Please join with me in applauding and 
supporting Brian’s work and continuing life-
journey, where he is well-grounded through 
his training for meeting life’s challenges 
AND making a positive impact in our world! 
 

 
Phil Becker 

Jennifer & Stephen Johnson 
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Our 2019 Synod Youth Gathering is back 
at Hammonasset State Park this year!  
 

Friday September 6th – Sunday 

September 8th 
 

We're very excited to be back where it all 
started, and can't wait to see you all 
there. 

 
Our theme this year is Back to the 
Beach!! 
 
Speak with Pastor Andrew, or leave a 
message in the office, to sign-up today! 
 
Eligibility > 6th -12th grade as of 
September 1st 
 

PRAYER LIST 
Bethel - Arnold Ariansen - Helen Armstrong - 
Maya Belmonte – Lucy & Tom Brennan - Karen 
Carlson – Dean Collins - Shirley Connor – Lori 
Deso - Jean Dowd – Tom Forsberg - Liesl 
Voosen Fields – Silvia Forgit - Grover Gentry –
Hope Grasso - Skip Hagberg - Paul Josephson 
– Patricia King - Tina Krol – Audra Layton - Kay 
Lemerise - Bill Lewis - Eric Lewis - Kay 
Malkasion – Susan Marriano - Tracy McLean - 
Joan Newman – Michael O’Neil - Amanda 
Parker –-Sabrina Valastro – Gini Varg - Kay 
Venning – Pearl Wheeler 

 
Zion - Patricia Lynch - Betty Nielson - Renee' 

Hall - Tracey McLean - Ruth Swan - Doreen 

Earley - Barry Blomgren - Charlotte Rose Mac 

Neil - Scott MacLachlan - Timothy Kenney - Julia 

Engvall - Liesl Voosen Fields - Pastor Rafaela 

Morales Rosa - Audra Layton 

Have you engaged with the prayer wall? 

 

 

Doris Brick 
c/o Oakdale Nursing & Rehab. 
76 No. Main St., W. Boylston, MA 01583 
 

Audrey Sturdevant 
c/o Overlook Masonic Health Center 
88 Masonic Home Rd., Charlton, MA 01507 
 

Jeff Moody 
c/o Sandalwood Care & Rehabilitation Center 
3 Pine Street, Oxford, MA 01540 
 

Delores Bengtsson, Harold Johnson, Wilson 
McIlvaine 
c/o Care One @ Millbury 
312 Millbury Street, Millbury, MA 01527 
 

Mildred Lindblad 
c/o Knowlwood Nursing Center 
87 Briarwood Circle, Worcester, Ma 01606 
 

Dot Reid 
c/o Lutheran Rehabilitation & Skilled Care 
Center 
20 Harvard Street, Worcester, MA 01609 
 

May Jacobson  
c/o Briarwood Continuing Care Retirement 
Center 
68 Briarwood Circle, Worcester, MA 01606 
 

Shirley Cummins 

315 Holden Street, Holden, MA 01520 
 

Adult Forum 
The Adult Forum will be meeting downstairs in the 
Youth Lounge/Sunday School Room after the 
10:15 service.  You are welcome to get your coffee 
in the Parish Hall and bring it down to the Forum 
with you.  All are welcome! 
 

The Forum is now discussing “Hookers, Looters 
and Cheats”, “The Curious Companions of Jesus” 
which is part of the Darkwood Brew DVD Study 
Series.  We will be working on the fourth week of 
the discussions.  However, each week is a 
different topic.  Therefore, you do not have to have 
been present for the previous discussions. 
 

So, come on down and join a lively discussion!  
Everyone’s input makes it interesting and we can 
all learn something we never knew or learn to look 
at things in a different way. 
 

Roberta Briggs, Lay Leader
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Zion’s Council Update 
 

Welcome Back Pastor Andrew 
  

Council last meeting was on May 9th, next 
Council meeting will be June 13th. Coffee 
with council will be June 2nd. Please come 
join us. It’s time to meet the Council 
members. 
  
We are looking for renters, if you may know 
of someone for a church place or a daycare 
that needs space please contact Pastor or 
myself. 
  
Outside Cool Beverages and sweets will be 
coming in a few weeks – if interested in 
helping out on a Sunday please speak to 
myself or Karen Borden. It’s a time to meet 
new people, talk with your friends. Guest’s 
that come through our doors invite them to 
outside beverages and ask them to sign the 
register book in the Narthex. 
  
Respectfully, 
 
Donna R. Hayes 
President/Zion Church Council 
 

 
 

Bethel’s Council Connection 
Well it looks like spring has finally sprung, based on 

all the green pollen that was on the cars at Bethel 

this past Sunday.  Spring is a time of renewal and 

new growth of both spiritual and the organic kind.   I 

hope that all of you are likewise refreshed growing 

spiritually as the weather improves and everything 

turns green. 

The church council met last week, and even though 

Pastor Andrew was not in attendance, we still found 

plenty to discuss.  Bethel is a very active community, 

and there are many events and activities that keep 

us busy.   

One that is coming up soon is a John Leslie concert, 

based on the life and music of Liberace.  It will be 

held on Saturday, June 15th at 7 pm in Voosen Hall.  

John has very graciously agreed to do this as a fund 

raiser for Bethel at no cost.  A free will offering will 

be collected, and all the monies will go to help 

support programs and improvements at Bethel.  

Thank you very much John for your very welcome 

and generous offer. 

The council continues to study the church’s finances, 

and much time was spent at the last council meeting 

analyzing where the funds come from, and what 

funds are available.   Our pledges through the end of 

April were about $3000.00 or about 7.35% behind 

where we should be, which makes it tougher for our 

treasurer to keep current with the bills.   

Please remember that the 2nd Sunday of every 

month is our “Coffee with Council”, held right after 

service in Voosen Hall.  Please feel free to stop by 

with any questions or concerns that you might have 

regarding life at Bethel.  The feedback that we 

receive will help us as we plan the future of Bethel.  

Everyone has a right to be heard, so don’t be shy, 

speak up! 

Preston Sturdevant 
President/Bethel Congregational Council 
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LOOKING FOR A GROUP OF 

LUTHERANS TO MEET WITH 

AND SHARE SOME 

EXPERIENCES AND HAVE FUN? 
 
 

AS A SHARED MINISTRY WITH 
BETHEL/ZION, WHY NOT GIVE ONE OF THE 

FOLLOWING A TRY? 
 
 

WOMEN’S: DOLs 
(Dine Out Ladies) 

Tuesday, June 11th @ 6PM 
Big T’s Mill Street BBQ, 242 Mill St., Worcester.  

Meet at the restaurant - each person is 
responsible for the cost of their meal.  Sign up 

in the Narthex or call the Bethel Office.   
 

 

“BOOKIES” Book 
Club 

Next Meeting and Book to 
be announced! 

 

 

IHN Looking for Staff 
 

The Interfaith Hospitality Network of Greater 
Worcester is seeking a dedicated full time director.  
Master's degree preferred; will consider Bachelor's 
and 5 years experience in program management, 
working with homeless families or families in crisis. 
 

Primary responsibilities include: 
 

*Manage all aspects of program 
 

*Grant writing to maintain funding for program; 
complete reports, monitor goals and statistics to 
ensure requirements are being met for each grant. 
 

*Assist in development of operating budget 
 

*Supervise case manager and part-time staff; assist 
in conducting assessments and monitoring guests' 
progress. 
 

*Work closely with participating congregations, the 
IHN Advisory Board and Friendly House, Inc. 
 

*Provide training and supervision to volunteers. 
 

*Assist Board with fundraising activities. 
 

*Participate in public relations events and speaking 
engagements. 
 

Job Type: Full-time 
 

Salary: $50,000.00 /year 

 
 
 

 

 
JUNE BIRTHDAYS 2019 

 
Zion 

Luke Valleli – 06/03 
David Berglund – 06/07 
Janice Schuler – 06/07 
Krisanne Wood – 06/07 
Phyllis Elolampi – 06/13 
Jean Blomquist – 06/16 
Michelle Henry – 06/18 
Lauren Wiinikka – 06/20 
Robert Linna, Jr. – 06/22 
Roy Christianson – 06/25 

 
 

Bethel 
Doug Nelson - 06/02 
Jackie Walsh - 06/03 

Alden Sampson - 06/15 
Priscilla Odgren - 06/16 
Eric Sampson - 06/17 
Nils Hagberg - 06/17 

Steve Trilligan - 06/20 
Lauren Kneeland - 06/21 
Brianna Benvenuti - 06/22 

Alana Hagberg - 06/22 
Bev Sampson - 06/24 
Dave Sutton - 06/26 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=pictures+of+victorian+woman+reading+a+book&qpvt=pictures+of+victorian+woman+reading+a+book&FORM=IQFRML#view=detail&id=BD35947E23DF8334F989C332C474E733C85038B5&selectedIndex=4
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HOMELESS CARE KITS 
 

As we travel around the city and 

surrounding towns, most all of us encounter 

those struggling with homelessness and 

joblessness asking for assistance at many 

traffic islands. 
 

 
 

Below is a listing of items recommended 

that we will be asking our community to 

donate throughout the year. 
 

Socks, gloves, granola bars, vitamin 

enhanced water/sports drinks, combs, 

large Ziploc storage bags, blank 4” x 6” 

card stock, gum, soap, lotion, nail 

clippers, trail mix, toothbrushes, 

toothpaste 

 
 

 
 

Dismas meals are always held on the last Friday of 
each month.  If a volunteer would like to prepare a 
meal it can be done in the church kitchen around 
4pm.   Volunteers are also needed to deliver and 
share the meal (5:45pm).   Dinner is over and hosts 
usually leave by 6:30. 
 
DISMAS:                     Fri, July 26th 
                                    Fri. Aug.30th 

 
 

A Endowment Fund Gift was given by Nancy 
Sarkisian. 
 

A Seminarian Fund Gift was given by Carolyn 
Salmonson. 
 
 

To Our Bethel Family, 
 

Bill, our sons and I can’t thank you enough for all the 
support you have shown us through, visits, meals, 
cards, calls and most importantly prayers.  We never 
could have handles this without your support and 
love. 
 

Even though my loss has been great, my faith is 
greater and I just know a full recovery will happen.  It 
might take months but, I have the time!  It will 
happen.  If you would continue to pray for me, I 
would, as well as my family would greatly appreciate 
it. 
 

Thank you. 
Shirley & Bill Connor & Sons 
 

 

On behalf of all of us at Abby’s House, we want to 
thank Zion for your generous contribution of non-
perishable items.  Thank you so much for your 
continued support to our kitchen and food pantry. 
 

Jean Anger 
 
 

Dear Brothers & Sister of Bethel 
 

Thank you for your gift of $250.00.  Your gift 
provided shelter, meals and transportation to some 
of our members. Please continue to pray for us. 
 

Thank you,  
Wayatan 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwixp_zs6vbQAhWD4CYKHcklAesQjRwIBw&url=http://www.wanderlyn.com/random-acts-of-kindness/&psig=AFQjCNEq6m5QineiFNMkr-2IdB77iGLDGQ&ust=1481913097782812
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OUTREACH/SOCIAL MINISTRY 
Reaching out to a world in need 

 

 
BETHEL 

“A new commandment I give to you, that you 
love one another: just as I have loved you, you 

also are to love one another.” (John 13:34) 
 
On Sunday May 19th, members of our Grace 
Ministries Team joined in the Central 
Massachusetts Housing Alliance, 34th Annual 
Walk for the Homeless. This 3.1-mile course 
began and ended at Elm Park in Worcester.  
Donations made through this walk will benefit 
the Donations Clearinghouse, Hope for Housing, 
Youth Against Homelessness, Friendly House 
and Interfaith Hospitality Network, and the St. 
John’s Food for the Poor Program.  Thank you 
to those who participated in the walk from the 
Grace Ministries Team, Allayne and Amelia 
Nelson, Judy Sampson and Jackie Walsh.  We 
also wish to thank those who sponsored our 
team through their generous donations.  As of 
this writing, we have collected $610, with more 
expected. 
 
We continue supporting needs within our local 
community through Auburn Youth and Family 
Services.  We are currently accepting items for 
the AYFS Summer Program.  Suggested items 
may be found written on the tags of the 
Kindness Tree in the Narthex.  Please return the 
items as soon as possible for delivery in June. 
 
For our spring inter-generational service 
project, coin boxes were made available as part 
of our Lenten Devotion.  A total of $528 was 
collected.  Our Sunday School and Preschool 
children worked with their teachers in making 
selections through ELCA Good Gifts.  The 
children selected farming tools and educational 
materials, chicks and a share of a cow.  They 
were also able help provide school uniforms, 
fees and supplies for two children, vaccinations 
for two children, a medical visit for a child, as 
well as stocking a health clinic for one week.  

“ELCA Good Gifts provides more than 50 
different gift-giving options that grow the 
church, fight hunger and transform lives.” 
 
Judy and Marie attended the Annual Meeting of 
Jeremiah’s Inn on May 8th.  In their Mission and 
Vision statement, “Jeremiah’s Inn uses a social 
model to provide residents with a safe 
environment in which to begin recovery.  We 
foster a sense of community and mutual aid 
through partnerships, volunteerism and our 
Nutrition Center.  Our vision is to help people 
better their lives in order to better the 
community.”  On June 10-15, from 9 AM – 6 
PM, Jeremiah’s Inn will be holding its 25th 
Annual Food Drive at Shaw’s on 14 West 
Boylston Street in Worcester.  We will be 
updating our congregation with additional 
opportunities to help in their programs in the 
future.  
 
Looking ahead, Grace Ministries will be hosting 
Interfaith Hospitality Network’s home on June 
Street the week of June 30th through July 6th.  A 
sign-up sheet will be available at both campuses 
for early evening and overnight shifts. 
 
During the Easter season, we are reminded that 
under the cross, we are a forgiven people, 
having received the gift of God’s Grace. We are 
not defined by our social status or religious 
affiliation, but rather by His Grace.  Our 
expressions of gratitude are pure when we 
respond to the gift of Grace, by serving our 
neighbor in need. Let us then go out, as God's 
new creation, bearers of His Love, Grace and 
Mercy, and live our lives in service to God and 
to our neighbor. We should consider it an honor 
to serve, as the work of our hands in 
community with one another, brings Glory to 
God through our Risen Savior.  

  
 “ 
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Ringer Notes 
 

Bells of Bethel News 
 

 “Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands.  Serve the Lord with gladness: come before [the Lord’s] 
presence with singing.” (Psalm 100 – KJV) 

 

A Brief History of the Handbell 
 

Handbell ringing was developed in England over 300 years ago. The mathematical patterns for change ringing 
needed to be rehearsed for the tower bells, so rather than disturb the entire town for rehearsal, small bells cast 
in bronze were developed. Later, ringers organized to also play musical selections on these rehearsal bells. 
 

In the US, handbell groups had toured on the Chautauqua Vaudeville Circuits and was revived by Margaret 
Shurcliff of Boston in the early 20th century. By 1937 a guild was founded in New England.  In 1954 the 
American Guild of English Handbell Ringers (AGEHR) was founded.  Today there are thousands of groups in 
churches, schools and communities throughout the country.  Handbells in worship were once thought to be 
solely for festivals, such as Christmas and Easter.  However, they can be applied to any setting throughout the 
church year.   
 

History of Handbells at Bethel 
 

In 1982 Bethel started what would become known as The Bells of Bethel by purchasing the first two octaves of 
Schulmerich handbells.  In 2006, the third octave along with three octaves of Melody hand-chimes were 
purchased. Over the years there have been short periods of handbell choir inactivity.  Since the Spring of 
2011, the handbell choir has been active under the leadership of several directors.  Our handbells are widely 
used through stand-alone and joint anthems, psalm and hymn accompaniments, random ringing and tolling 
bells throughout the year. 
 

In October 2017, our handbells were serviced by a professional who came with his mobile shop.  The scope of 
the work included disassembling each handbell, cleaning and inspecting each part, replacing nuts, springs and 
washers, reassembling them, resetting their tension springs and re-voicing them. It was noted that our 
handbells are in excellent mechanical condition for their age and thus no repairs were needed. 
 

Handbells are instruments and need regular maintenance and occasional repairs like a piano or pipe organ. 
Handbell castings are made of Bronze. The castings are turned on a lathe, tuned and 
polished. The metal is not lacquered however, so ringers wear gloves to protect the metal 
from the oils on the skin.  Handbells have five basic parts: the handle, the hand-guard, the 
tuned bronze casting, the yoke and restraining mechanism and the clapper. 
 

Over the past year, it became noticeable that the rubber on the clapper heads had 
hardened and started to lose their form.  This happens as the handbells age and is part of 
normal wear and tear.  Once the rubber hardens, this changes the quality of sound produced by the handbells 
and makes them sound muddy, loud and not the clean, crisp sound that is expected.  To compensate the 
tension springs and clapper heads have been adjusted in an effort to keep the sound as uniform as possible.  
The increase in tension does make ringing the handbells harder for our ringers.  
 

Therefore, each clapper head must be replaced.  If not, the rubber will eventually crack rendering the handbells 
unusable and even possibly causing damage to the handbells.  Our plan consists of purchasing the clapper 
heads, our Director will then install them and the Handbell Choir will meet to reset the tension springs.  To 
accomplish this, we are looking to raise $850.00 to purchase the new clapper heads.  Gifts may be left in the 
offering plate on Sunday mornings or dropped off in the Church Office.  Please make the note “Handbell 
Repair” on your gift so we can keep track of the gifts.  Our goal is to accomplish this work over the Summer 
months in time for the 2019-2020 ringing season.  Thank you! 
 

Blessings+, 
Adam Hanks, Director 

Ringers: Kate Valleli, Ann Hanks, Lauren Kneeland, Roberta Briggs, Jackie Walsh, Pam Sutton, Brenda Salvi 
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Friday, June 7 @ 7:30 pm 
2019 Synod Assembly Keynote speaker Margot Leitman 

Open to the public, all are welcome. 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES 
 
 

High School 
  

Brian Belmonte is graduated from Shepherd Hill Regional High School and he is 

going run track at Merrimack College in the fall. 
 

Naomi Bylund is graduated from Auburn High School. She'll be attending Husson 

Universality in Bangor Maine to start a Physical Therapy program in the fall. 
 

College School 
 

Gini Benvenuti graduated from Assumption College with a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Elementary Education 

and English. She plans on a teaching career in grades K-6. 
 

Michael Rapoza graduated from Anna Maria College with degrees in Education and History. 
 

Christopher Rapoza graduated from Quinsigamond Community College with a degree in Business 

Administration. 
 

If you have a graduate that is not on this list, please call the Church Offices with the information or email 
BethelAuburn@verizon.net!   We will have the final list in the next newsletter. 

mailto:BethelAuburn@verizon.net
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GRACE MINISTRIES, ELCA – Yoked Communities of Faith and Service 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

"To boldly share God's Love and Grace universally in and through our communities." 
 

VISION STATEMENT 
 

Modeling the welcoming nature of God, we are humbly called and driven by the Spirit to witness, engage and walk with 
each other authentically, as Jesus’ hands and feet, providing spiritual, emotional and physical nourishment. 

 

Through evolving partnerships with ecumenical and other social service organizations we affirm justice and wholeness 
under the “agency of Grace” that feed the needs and hope of all.  

 
 

 

 
 

The Rev. Andrew H. Borden, Pastor 
pastor_andrew.b@verizon.net 

 

Ann Spinner, Parish Administrator 

bethelauburn@verizon.net 

Adam Hanks, Treasurer 
Shannon Papandrea, Sexton 

 

Pam Sutton, Kate Valleli, Garret Peters, Thom Carraher – Christian Education Team 
 
 

Worcester Campus - Zion Lutheran   Auburn Campus - Bethel Lutheran 
                                              41 Whitmarsh Avenue, 01606                           90 Bryn Mawr Avenue, 01501 
                                                      Office: 508-853-2009                                        Office: 508-832-3427 
 

                           The-Community-of-Zion-Lutheran-Worcester.org                BethelAuburnELCA.org 
 

                                                Organist – Karen Couturier                 Principal Organist/Choral Director – Brenda Salvi 
                                           Choral/Bell Director – Sally Bond    Associate Organist/Choral Director – Lois Toeppner, Deacon 
                                                  President – Donna Hayes                                 President – Preston Sturdevant 
 

                                Forward Leadership Team:  Dave Valleli, Roberta Briggs, Stephanie Harms, Adam Hanks and Pastor  
                             Accountability Team:  Jennifer Courtney, Linda Kikutis Kropp, Donna Hayes, Joan Parker and Janet Johnson 

 

Yoke Council 
Co Presidents Preston Sturdevant (Bethel) & Donna Hayes (Zion) Secretary – Stephanie Harms (Zion) Marie Sturdevant 

(Bethel) 
 

Bethel Congregation Council 
EXECUTIVE TEAM: President – Preston Sturdevant Vice President – Dave Sutton Secretary – Marie Sturdevant 

Kathleen Legg, Leanne Carraher, Doris Belk, Roberta Briggs 
 

Functional Units 
Social Ministry – Marie Sturdevant & Judy Sampson 

Finance Team – Lisa Ferreira, Chair  Worship & Music Committee – Joan Parker, Chair 
Property Team – Garrett Peters, Rich Hagberg, Roy Benoit Jr.                     Altar Guild – Leanne Carraher, Chair 

Adult Forum, Roberta Briggs 
 

Preschool 
Preschool Director – Bev Sampson 508-832-9411 Bethel_preschool_auburn@outlook.com 

Teachers, Karen Borden, Shannon Papandrea, Teachers Aide, Kim Capaldi 
 

Zion Congregation Council 
EXECUTIVE TEAM: President – Donna Hayes - Vice President – William Toombs Secretary – Stephanie Harms 

Kristin White, Katherine Lehman, Bruce Blomgren, Don Leombruno 
 

Functional Units 
Outreach Ministry Team – Ingrid Lawrence/Jean Harger, co-Chairs 

Adult Forum – Dave Valleli  
Altar Guild – Virginia Carlson, Chair 

 

A RECONCILING IN CHRIST SYNOD 
 

mailto:bethelauburn@verizon.net
mailto:Bethel_preschool_auburn@outlook.com
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SAVE THE DATE! “LIBERACE: A Centennial Concert” starring 

John Leslie 

 

SAVE THE DATE! “LIBERACE: A Centennial Concert” 
starring John Leslie 
 
Celebrate the life and talents of Liberace on the 100th 
anniversary of his birth, in this “one-man show,” 
featuring some of Liberace's most requested classical 
piano pieces, popular songs and original songs 
composed by Liberace himself. John Leslie is a former 
music director-organist of Bethel Lutheran Church, and 
is still a faithful member. 
 

One night only: Saturday, June 15th at 7:00pm in 
Voosen Hall of Bethel Lutheran Church; 90 Bryn Mawr 
Avenue, Auburn, MA. Wheelchair accessible. 
 

TICKETS: are available for free online at 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/liberace-a-centennial-

concert-tickets-61966212610.  A free will offering will 

be received.  Light refreshments will be provided. 

 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2Fliberace-a-centennial-concert-tickets-61966212610%3Faff%3Dutm_source%253Deb_email%2526utm_medium%253Demail%2526utm_campaign%253Dnew_event_email%26utm_term%3Deventurl_text&data=02%7C01%7C%7C7a9fd1866275432fbb6d08d6d99d4155%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636935666755624433&sdata=I0Da5E7qgDL0RgSdtYYrryed0DTMphgtII9%2Bm1B711o%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2Fliberace-a-centennial-concert-tickets-61966212610%3Faff%3Dutm_source%253Deb_email%2526utm_medium%253Demail%2526utm_campaign%253Dnew_event_email%26utm_term%3Deventurl_text&data=02%7C01%7C%7C7a9fd1866275432fbb6d08d6d99d4155%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636935666755624433&sdata=I0Da5E7qgDL0RgSdtYYrryed0DTMphgtII9%2Bm1B711o%3D&reserved=0
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