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PLEASE DO NOT DELAY

Our lives are formed by Word and
Sacrament, and we gather as the beloved
children of God around the means of grace
where our lives are in Christ.
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PASTOR’S CORNER
What’s in store for today? Looking forward to
getting some work done. Will that meeting run
long? Who
might show
up for coffee?
Most
mornings I
wake up
energized for
the “next” in
life’s
adventure.
It’s definitely
a streak of
optimism
with which
my life is
infused. And it all has to do with the grounding
my parents made sure I received through the
church; understanding life as blessing and gift,
plus God’s persistence in meeting us, loving us,
forgiving us, encouraging us.

Jesus as final embodiment of God, following the
long line of inspired patriarchs and prophets,
caps the teaching and law-giving to help
humanity know the reality of Divine blessedness
bending low to hold and nurture us; God hoping
we fall away less and less to lean more and
more into hopefulness and witness.
The RCL reinforces a three year worship journey
through scripture so that the Spirit can reveal
promises and teaching, with homiletical insight,
that everyone needs to hear and appreciate so
that life can be experienced as blessing instead
of curse.
May we find blessedness as we wake, the
energy/confidence to meet each day with
optimism and grace and our heart and soul open
to what the Spirit works to infuse us with that IS
life-giving and nurturing!
May we all strive to walk the way that Jesus
walked!
Grace & peace ☩
Pastor Andrew

The Resurrection story continues to unfold
through our following of the Revised Common
Lectionary (RCL) in worship this month; Jesus’
dying on the cross to save each of us from
ourselves. Every day! And who in their right
mind wouldn’t want to wake up to this reality of
Grace?
As I engage the adventure of “walking where
Jesus walked” in the Holy Land this month, my
thoughts run to the conflicted stories of faith
and flight that intersect and run through the
area, following and falling-away-from God,
returning to the Grace over and over again that
mark the scriptural arc of the Old and New
Testament.

MAY ANNIVERSARIES 2019
Bethel
Steven & Helen Trilligan - 05/11
Linda & William Kropp - 05/13
Jeremy & Julie Baril - 05/14
Lisa & Roy Ferreira - 05/30
Zion
Doreen & George Earley – 05/21
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HOLY WEEK & EASTER

Many blessings came to our faith community
through our Lenten and Easter journey! People
moved between campuses for times that worked
best with their schedules for Maundy Thursday,
Good Friday and Easter Sunday, plus we had
visitors with us blessed by the Spirit’s dynamic
emanation, pervading the gatherings with
hopefulness and Grace!
Our ecumenical partnerships provided for
moving experiences on Good Friday (four
pastors, fifty four member choir, wonderful postservice fellowship @ Salem Covenant) and
Easter sunrise (sixty-seventy people at Shore
Park, where the sun poked through the clouds
and rain held off until the last hymn)!

ACTIONABLE
CHURCH

AFFIRMATIONS

FOR

THE

Continuing where we left off last month, we offer
affirmations 7 & 8 for your consideration this
month.
THE
PHOENIX
AFFIRMATIONS
The public face of Christianity in America
today bears little connection to the historic
faith of our ancestors. It represents even less
our own faith as Christians who continue to
celebrate the gifts of our Creator, revealed
and embodied in the life, death, and
resurrection of Jesus Christ. Heartened by
our experience of the transforming presence
of Christ’s Holy Spirit in our world, we find
ourselves in a time and place where we will
be no longer silent. We hereby mark an end
to our silence by making the following
affirmations:
As
people
who
are
joyfully
and
unapologetically Christian, we
pledge
ourselves completely to the way of Love. We
work to express our love, as Jesus teaches
us, in three ways: by loving God, neighbor,
and self.
(Matt 22:34-40 // Mk 12:28-31 // Lk 10:25-28;
Cf. Deut 6:5; Lev. 19:18)
LOVING OUR NEIGHBOR INCLUDES:
Affirmation 7: Preserving religious freedom
and the Church’s ability to speak
prophetically to government by resisting the
commingling of Church and State;
Luke 20:25; 1 Peter 2:17
As Christians, we strive to live as responsible
citizens of our country, just as we seek to live as
Christ’s disciples. We celebrate the separation
of Church and State as much for the protection
of the Church, and other faith communities, as
the State.
We affirm that the Path of Jesus is found where
Christ’s followers honor the role of the State in
maintaining justice and peace, so far as human
discernment and ability make possible. We
affirm the separation of Church and State, even
as we endeavor to support the state in as far as
Christian conscience allows.
We confess that we have moved away from this
Path when we have confused the role of the
Page 3

Grace Ministries – May 2019
State with that of the Church. We have moved
further from the Path when we have renounced
the Church’s calling to speak prophetically to the
State by suggesting that the Church should or
could take on the nature, tasks and dignity which
belong to the State, thus becoming itself an
organ of the State.
Affirmation 8: Walking humbly with God,
acknowledging our own shortcomings while
honestly seeking to understand and call
forth the best in others, including those who
consider us their enemies;
Luke 18;9-14; Luke 6:27-29; Galatians 5:22-23;
John 15:18-19
As Christians, we recognize that we are misfits
both with respect to God’s Realm and the world.
We are misfits with respect to God’s Realm in
that we rarely live up to the principles and ideals
we espouse. We are misfits with respect to the
world in that the ideals for which we strive
frequently do not conform to the ways of the
world.
We affirm that the Path of Jesus is found where
Christ’s followers love those who consider them
their enemies as much as they love themselves,
striving humbly to embody the “fruits of the
Spirit”: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and selfcontrol.
We confess that we have moved away from this
Path when we have promoted a notion that
people of faith are morally or ethically superior to
those without faith. Further, we have moved
away when we have supported any cause, no
matter how just or righteous, without reflecting
the “fruits of the Spirit” toward all.

SOME FALLACIES OF FAITH
Statement 1: “I forgive to be forgiven.”
Statement 2: “God won’t give me more than I can
bear.”
The arc of my faith journey has taken me from
congregations of the United Church of Christ, through
the United Methodist Church and into the Lutheran
Church in America and its successor body, the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Being a
preacher’s kid, who was also an engineer, I followed
in both walks of life receiving my MDIV from Andover
Newton Theological School where a myriad of
denominational, non-denominational and non-Jesus

followers ensured well-rounded/diverse discussions
and engagements with God at the center.
I also worked within the Lutheran Church Missouri
Synod as a musician, absorbing their religious
viewpoints.
Along the way friends and acquaintances have
included people from across the full spectrum of
Jesus/God believers, including many Islamic, Jewish,
Hindu, spiritualists and others. There have been
countless conversations and commentaries on the
meaning and impression of faith.
A conclusion I draw through it all is that one should
not be bound in conscience by any particular
religious influence, but open to the Spirit’s movement
in providing clarity and discernment concerning God
and faith through many avenues of learning and
confirmation; though a person can certainly find
affinity for a particular expression that supports and
nurtures the soul while permitting the majority of their
faith-understanding to flourish.
In breaking down Jesus’ ministry, following
contemporary scholarly work from the myriad
recovered scriptural fragments and whole texts under
scrutiny within past decades, we find finer definition
concerning the more-likely sayings and teaching
intent that can be attributed to Jesus over what the
historical church has generally lifted up as “gospel.”
There are many insertions and redactions to core
texts that scholars have/and continue to discover
through analyzing handwriting styles in the original
languages; ability to refine content to original intent
and then cross-reference with further sources.
Additionally, source material that shows up in multiple
locations serves to prove primacy of tradition and
help identify surrounding commentary of a newer
tradition to help derive the root of meaning.
For example, much has been taught by priests and
pastors who support Jesus and substitutional
atonement theory. This regards the understanding
that he who was sinless took on our sins; that this
had to happen. And from this springs the first
statement above: I forgive to be forgiven.
The problem with this logic is that each of us has
been eternally forgiven once and for all by Grace: it
isn’t an if/then proposition. When you factor in the
viewpoint that Jesus’ died to prove the world cannot
overcome God as Grace and Mercy no matter what
comes up, this logically points to God’s breaking in to
finalize the teaching of the law and prophets: where
all has pointed to faith and commitment with God as
strength to live life as the gift it is over and against
the world’s temptations and pressures, with freedom
of conscience that we are made right, or justified,
through Grace by our faith.
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This aligns more readily with Hebrew scripture that at
the heart describes God’s journey with humanity
through ups and downs to save us from ourselves:
Jesus’ dying at Golgotha on a Roman implement of
torture turns the tables of earthly logic to say God in
Jesus’ incarnation is the final proof statement for
millennia of work to save humanity from itself, over
and over again!
And if God’s persistence is in helping us overcome
whatever we encounter that threatens our existence,
health and well-being, then taking Saint Paul’s words
and twisting them into a pretzel as in statement two
above demeans Godly orientation as borne out in the
explanation of statement one.
Paul ACTUALLY wrote that the intent for God’s walk
with us when in trouble is giving us the strength (and
understanding through God-with-us) to deal with
anything one might further encounter in our life-walk;
NOT that God puts troubles in our way to test and/or
strengthen us.
So let us relax into the arms of the Almighty, do our
best to be Spirit-led and trust in the Incarnation ☩ of
Mercy and Grace as our salvation and our hope!

PRAYER LIST
Bethel - Arnold Ariansen - Helen Armstrong Maya Belmonte – Karen Carlson – Shirley
Connor – Lori Deso - Jean Dowd – Tom
Forsberg - Liesl Voosen Fields – Silvia Forgit Grover Gentry – Anna Granquist – Hope Grasso
- Skip Hagberg - Paul Josephson – Patricia King
- Tina Krol – Audra Layton - Bill Lewis - Eric
Lewis - Lola Lofman - Kay Malkasion – Susan
Marriano - Tracy McLean - Joan Newman –
Michael O’Neil - Amanda Parker –- Dave Sutton
- Sabrina Valastro – Gini Varg - Kay Venning –
Pearl Wheeler

Doris Brick
c/o Oakdale Nursing & Rehab.
76 No. Main St., W. Boylston, MA 01583
Audrey Sturdevant
c/o Overlook Masonic Health Center
88 Masonic Home Rd., Charlton, MA 01507
Jeff Moody
c/o Sandalwood Care & Rehabilitation Center
3 Pine Street, Oxford, MA 01540
Delores Bengtsson, Harold Johnson, Wilson
McIlvaine
c/o Care One @ Millbury
312 Millbury Street, Millbury, MA 01527
Mildred Lindblad
c/o Knowlwood Nursing Center
87 Briarwood Circle, Worcester, Ma 01606
Henry Hirvi, Dot Reid
c/o Lutheran Rehabilitation & Skilled Care
Center
20 Harvard Street, Worcester, MA 01609
May Jacobson
c/o Briarwood Continuing Care Retirement
Center
68 Briarwood Circle, Worcester, MA 01606
Shirley Cummins
c/o Homestead Hall
10 Homestead Drive, Worcester, MA 01610

Zion - Dotty Petrailis - Patricia Lynch - The Hamel
Family - The Runge Family - Ruth Swan - Karin
Tortelotte - Mindy Baez - Betty Nielson - Barry
Blomgren - Mugisho Karagi - Timothy Keeney - Julia
Engvall - Doreen Earley - Charlotte Rose MacNeil Pastor Rafaela Morales Rosa - Jennifer Smith - Judy
Leombruno - Cathy Klebes - Sara Spieght - Scott
MacLachlan - Gayla Bergman

Have you engaged with the prayer wall?

CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES
We are making a list of all 2019 college and high
school graduates and their future schools or
other plans. Please call the Church Offices with
the information or email
BethelAuburn@verizon.net!
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Zion’s Council Update
Happy Spring!
Council last meeting was on March 14th, next
Council meeting will be April 11th. Coffee with
Council will be April 7th. Please come join us
ask questions, if we do not have the answers we
will get back to you. It’s a good time to meet the
Council.

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
Our own Garret Peters, and his employer, have
found working with Habitat for Humanity a blessing.
Ask him about his serving in this manner!

Kid’s Express was a huge success – with
serving pizza, veggies, cookies, etc. The theme
was (Star Wars).
We are looking for renters, if you may know of
someone (church or a daycare) that needs
space please contact Pastor or me.
Coffee Hour – if interested please sign up on the
sheet in the Palmer Room, it’s a time to meet
new people, talk with your friends and guest’s
that come through our doors invited them to
coffee hour.
Thank you for having me back on Church
Council!!!
Respectfully
Donna R. Hayes

Our young people, along with Trinity Lutheran’s
youth director, Jena Hardy, and myself were
privileged to help out at The Carty Food
Cupboard of Wesley United Methodist Church in
Worcester. In our 2 hours of serving, 38 clients
were giving groceries to help combat their food
insecurity. Carty is serving more than 450 clients
a month, open 3 days a week
Page 6

Grace Ministries – May 2019

Bethel’s Council Connection
This has been a very memorable Easter season. From the
stripping of the altar on Maundy Thursday, to the
resetting of the alter on Saturday, to serving communion
to over 150 people on Easter Sunday, it has been a very
spiritual time.
It really hit me Saturday morning when Marie and I
arrived at church to prepare the altar. The choir was
practicing for the service, and sounded wonderful, along
with the organ. The bell choir would practice next, and it
really made me look forward to the Easter service. To see
the excitement and enthusiasm as preparations were
made for Sunday’s service was a moment that made me
pause and see what is special about Bethel.
Then to see the church almost full on Easter Sunday
brought it all home. Bethel is ALIVE! We have something
very special here, and I for one am very proud to be a part
of it. As council president, I now have a different
perspective on the goings on at Bethel, and I hope that I
can share that with you. I have big shoes to fill taking
over for Grover, and I only hope that I can live up to his
standards.
The council is looking at a fairly substantial list of projects
and repairs that need to be addressed in the near future
in order to keep the building and property in good shape.
Some of these include safety and security updates, a new
roof for the parsonage, repairs to the bell tower, and
other projects. As you know, we just replaced one of the
boilers, and Bethel’s members stepped forward and
opened their wallets to support that project.
Unfortunately, more of that will be needed as we move
forward.

LOOKING FOR A GROUP OF
LUTHERANS TO MEET WITH
AND SHARE SOME
EXPERIENCES AND HAVE FUN?
AS A SHARED MINISTRY WITH
BETHEL/ZION, WHY NOT GIVE ONE OF THE
FOLLOWING A TRY?

MEN’S GROUP/DOLs
On Tuesday, May 14th, the
Men's Group and DOLs will be
gathering for food and
fellowship @ 6PM. Proceeds
will benefit our Camp Calumet Scholarship
Fund. Please sign-up in the Narthex or call
the church office!

“BOOKIES”
Book Club
Next meeting is Monday
May 20th: “A Gentleman In
Moscow” by Amar Towle;
2:00 in the Chapel

Before we can tackle any of those projects however, we
must first work to get our budget in the black. To that
end, the council is working to get a better handle on just
how our money is being spent. In the coming months we
will be analyzing our expenses and making a road map for
the future of Bethel. I hope that all of you will support us
as we chart the future of our church. I look forward to
talking with you as we make this journey together.

The annual Walk for the Homeless is taking
place on Sunday, May 19th. The overall goal of
the walk is in raising $34K to help combat
housing insecurity in our midst!
PLEASE consider walking and/or donating
today! Please see Ingrid Lawrence, Judy
Sampson or Marie Sturdevant for more
information.
You can find our GRACE MINISTRIES TEAM
online
at

Preston Sturdevant
President/Bethel Congregational Council

https://www.firstgiving.com/team/3
90251
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HOMELESS CARE KITS
As we travel around the city and
surrounding towns, most all of us encounter
those struggling with homelessness and
joblessness asking for assistance at many
traffic islands.

MAY BIRTHDAYS 2019
Zion
Karen Safstrom – 05/05
Richard Henry Jr. – 05/06
Mildred Lindblad – 05/10
Meghan Bowen – 05/12
Judy Leombruno – 05/12
Donna Hayes – 05/13
Bruce Blomgren - 05/15
Jennifer Courtney – 05/15
Lisa Fountaine – 05/15
Derik Mangsen – 05/20
Gregory Shuler – 05/26

Bethel
Nancy Nims-Gentry - 05/04
Bruce Bergman - 05/05
Lee Fenby - 05/10
Alexis Hagberg - 05/12
Annabelle Hunt - 05/12
Brian Courteau - 05/13
Lisa Novak - 05/16
Russell Harris - 05/19
David Naugle - 05/19
Mirissa Bennett - 05/20
Anita Haynes - 05/21
Guiliana Schur - 05/22
Grover Gentry - 05/28
Kelli Wright - 05/28

Below is a listing of items recommended
that we will be asking our community to
donate throughout the year.
Socks, gloves, granola bars, vitamin
enhanced water/sports drinks, combs,
large Ziploc storage bags, blank 4” x 6”
card stock, gum, soap, lotion, nail
clippers, hand warmers, trail mix,
toothbrushes, toothpaste

A special offering in honor of daughter, Maria by
Anita & John Haynes.
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OUTREACH/SOCIAL MINISTRY
Reaching out to a world in need
BETHEL
On Sunday May 19th, our Grace Ministries Team
will be joining in the Central Massachusetts
Housing Alliance, 34th Annual Walk for the
Homeless. The walk will begin at 2:00, rain or
shine. The 3.1-mile course loops through
Worcester's West Side, beginning and ending at
Elm Park in Worcester.
This year the walk will benefit:







The Donations Clearinghouse
Hope for Housing Program
CMHA Homeless Prevention Services
Youth Against Homelessness
Friendly House & The Interfaith
Hospitality Network
The St. John’s Food for the Poor
Program

Please consider joining in the walk to help the
homeless and those at risk of homelessness,
while also helping to raise awareness of the
needs of those in our Central Massachusetts
communities. To donate, please sign up in the
Narthex or go to our webpage:
https://www.firstgiving.com/team/390251

Look for the new tags on the Kindness Tree as
we dedicate the next month to collecting items
for the Auburn Youth and Family Services
Summer Program.
Our Social Ministry Team meets on the third
Tuesday of each month at 6:00. Please consider
joining us as we plan our support of local,
national and international ministries and
organizations. We welcome new ideas of ways
to reach out to the hungry, the homeless, the
disabled and those living on the margins of our
society. Let us remember the words of our
Lord, “A new commandment I give to you, that
you love one another: just as I have loved you,
you also are to love one another.” (John 13:34)

Dismas meals are always held on the last Friday of
each month. If a volunteer would like to prepare a
meal it can be done in the church kitchen around
4pm. Volunteers are also needed to deliver and
share the meal (5:45pm). Dinner is over and hosts
usually leave by 6:30.
DISMAS: Fri, May 31st
Fri, June 28th
Fri, July 26th

“

PASTORAL NOTES
Pastor Andrew will be on sabbatical beginning May 1st, returning Sunday, June 9th. During this time he will be
traveling with a team from The New England Synod (NES) to the Holy Land, visiting and accompanying our
sisters and brothers in our companion Synod, The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land
(ELCJHL).
During his absence, The Rev. John Nieman will be worship leader Sundays at both campuses for the 8:45 AM
& 10:15 AM services plus covering in event of emergencies and deaths.
Louisa Klaven, AIM & LLM (Licensed Lay Minister) will be leading Wednesdays services.
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GRACE MINISTRIES, ELCA –

Yoked Communities of Faith and Service

MISSION STATEMENT
"To boldly share God's Love and Grace universally in and through our communities."
VISION STATEMENT
Modeling the welcoming nature of God, we are humbly called and driven by the Spirit to witness, engage and walk with
each other authentically, as Jesus’ hands and feet, providing spiritual, emotional and physical nourishment.
Through evolving partnerships with ecumenical and other social service organizations we affirm justice and wholeness
under the “agency of Grace” that feed the needs and hope of all.

The Rev. Andrew H. Borden, Pastor
pastor_andrew.b@verizon.net

Ann Spinner, Parish Administrator
bethelauburn@verizon.net

Adam Hanks, Treasurer
Shannon Papandrea, Sexton
Pam Sutton, Kate Valleli, Garret Peters, Thom Carraher – Christian Education Team

Worcester Campus - Zion Lutheran

Auburn Campus - Bethel Lutheran

41 Whitmarsh Avenue, 01606
90 Bryn Mawr Avenue, 01501
Office: 508-853-2009
Office: 508-832-3427
The-Community-of-Zion-Lutheran-Worcester.org
BethelAuburnELCA.org
Organist – Karen Couturier
Principal Organist/Choral Director – Brenda Salvi
Choral/Bell Director – Sally Bond Associate Organist/Choral Director – Lois Toeppner, Deacon
President – Donna Hayes
President – Preston Sturdevant
Forward Leadership Team: Dave Valleli, Roberta Briggs, Stephanie Harms, Adam Hanks and Pastor
Accountability Team: Jennifer Courtney, Linda Kikutis Kropp, Donna Hayes, Joan Parker and Janet Johnson

Yoke Council
Co Presidents Preston Sturdevant (Bethel) & Donna Hayes (Zion) Secretary – Stephanie Harms (Zion) Marie Sturdevant
(Bethel)

Bethel Congregation Council
EXECUTIVE TEAM: President – Preston Sturdevant Vice President – Dave Sutton Secretary – Marie Sturdevant
Kathleen Legg, Leanne Carraher, Doris Belk, Roberta Briggs
Functional Units
Social Ministry – Marie Sturdevant & Judy Sampson
Finance Team – Lisa Ferreira, Chair
Worship & Music Committee – Joan Parker, Chair
Property Team – Garrett Peters, Rich Hagberg, Roy Benoit Jr.
Altar Guild – Leanne Carraher, Chair
Adult Forum, Roberta Briggs
Preschool
Preschool Director – Bev Sampson
508-832-9411 Bethel_preschool_auburn@outlook.com

Teachers, Karen Borden, Shannon Papandrea, Teachers Aide, Kim Capaldi
Zion Congregation Council
EXECUTIVE TEAM: President – Donna Hayes - Vice President – William Toombs Secretary – Stephanie Harms
Kristin White, Katherine Lehman, Bruce Blomgren, Don Leombruno
Functional Units
Outreach Ministry Team – Ingrid Lawrence/Jean Harger, co-Chairs
Adult Forum – Dave Valleli
Altar Guild – Virginia Carlson, Chair

A RECONCILING IN CHRIST SYNOD
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SAVE THE DATE! “LIBERACE: A Centennial Concert” starring
John Leslie

Specific seats are not saved, but ticket reservations are
strongly recommended.
RESERVATIONS: https://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/4
191943 (no service fee)
TICKETS & INFO: Diane at 508-835-4941

Celebrate the life and talents of Liberace on the 100th
anniversary of his birth, in this “one-man show,” featuring some
of Liberace's most requested classical piano pieces, popular
songs and original songs composed by Liberace himself. John
Leslie is a former music director-organist of Bethel Lutheran,
and is still a faithful member.
One night only: Friday, May 17 at 7:30pm in the beautiful new
Robert R. Jay Performing Arts Center, St. John's High School,
378 Main St., Shrewsbury, MA. Wheelchair accessible. Plenty
of free parking.
TICKETS: General Admission $18.00. Senior Citizen and
Student Admission: $16.00
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