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NEWSLETTER APRIL 2019                                 TIME  SENSITIVE 

 

                                PLEASE DO NOT DELAY 

 
 

Our lives are formed by Word and 

Sacrament, and we gather as the beloved 

children of God around the means of grace 

where our lives are in Christ. 
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PASTOR’S CORNER 
EASTER MESSAGE 

With Spring we don’t get the whole load of 

“beautiful” up front, right? The weather changes 

gradually from the hold of winter to the “next” 

while nature does its best to sprout, nudge and 

push shoots and growth out into the open where 

all can live and breathe freely in the freshness of 

the new season! 

There is anticipation and there is participation in 

the new! 

God’s “new” is continually breaking-in; present 

to find us, searching out hearts, minds and souls 

in need of change in order to breathe-in new-life 

and growth and maturity!  

It can be difficult at times in life to find what is 

beautiful, to experience that which is meet and 

right, for realizing the new which God in Christ 

by the power of the Spirit works to have us 

know. And it takes humbleness of spirit to 

receive Grace and know “more” of what life is 

meant to be than endeavoring to live apart from 

God could ever divulge. 

Looking for direction, got nowhere to place my 
loyalties 

I've stumbled and I've fallen, my life is breaking 
me down like some disease 

I'm lost in the darkness, can't find the light, I 
can't see anymore 

I'm crying, I'm waiting, I'm asking is there 
something more? 

Have mercy, have mercy, in the name of God 
have mercy 

Please help me, please help me, in the name of 
God have mercy 

I don't know, I don't know, I don't know where 
I'm going to 

I don't know, I don't know, forgive me I know not 
what I do 

Looking for the answer, I've been asking the 
question I'm on my knees 
Show me, help me, in the name of God I'm 
begging please 
 

These lyrics come from the band Firehouse and 

their song Have Mercy. Don’t they speak to our 

hearts at one time or another? And don’t they 

also point to an expectation for answers, 

direction, hope? 

As Saint Paul in 2nd Corinthians states 

“. 17 Whoever is a believer in Christ is a new 

creation. The old way of living has disappeared. 

A new way of living has come into existence.  

This is at the center of our Easter proclamation, 

our celebration at the Spring-ing forth of 

creations’ cycle of new-life, the promise of our 

being led away from destructive ways of living to 

ways that affirm life’s gift providing hope and joy 

while honoring God’s persistent love for each 

and every human being! 

Come, gather with us as Holy Week prepares us 

to blessedly meet the One who became flesh to 

dwell with us richly on earth; entering Jerusalem 

to confront and push-back upon worldly opinion 

and excesses at odds with God, creating a new 

covenant agreement through his body and blood 

at the Last Supper, and dying to prove the world 

cannot overcome God and grace through his 

resurrection that completed the ministry of Love 

for our sakes before ascending to God’s right 

hand!  

Let us be ready for the Easter promise of new 

birth in hearts ready to accept and integrate 

Grace within our being, and represent Jesus’ 

WAY through our living, breathing, second-

nature witness and work in our homes, 

neighborhoods, schools and communities!  

In Christ ☩, 
 

Pastor Andrew 
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PASTOR ANDREW’S 
SABBATICAL 
 
I will be away the entire month of May, 
returning June 6th just in time for Synod 
Assembly in Worcester on June 7th & 8th. 
During this time Karen and I will be 
attending a family reunion in Florida at the 
head-end of the month. Then I am currently 
scheduled to fly out to the Holy Land on 
Tuesday, May 21st. 
 
Twenty-four of us from the New England 
Synod, including four pastors, will spend 
time with our companion Synod, The 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Jordan and 
the Holy Land (ELCJHL) founded in 1959.  
 
There are six churches, four schools and 
approximately 3000 members in the 
ELCJHL. Augusta Victoria Hospital is also 
located there. Plus the ELCA has an active 
Young Adults in Mission Program on site. 
We will visit each parish and hospital, 
worshipping, engaging, and accompanying 
our sisters and brothers in the faith by our 
presence. 
 
Time to experience Jerusalem, the Dead 
Sea, Petra and many other sites will also be 
provided, as well as time to meet with the 
Lutheran World Federation representative 
for Jordan. 
 
During my absence, The Rev. John Nieman 
will be with you at both campuses covering 
all worship, visitation and parish 
emergencies. 
 
The following article from the ELCA shares 
some facts about Palestine and our work 
with/on-behalf of the ELCJHL. 
 

 

Peace Not 
Walls 
We are a church that rolls up our sleeves 
and gets to work. We do God’s work in the 
world — restoring and reconciling 
communities. 
 
The ELCA is working for justice and peace 
in Palestine and Israel through our 
campaign, Peace Not Walls. Through 
accompaniment, advocacy and awareness-
raising, Peace Not Walls connects ELCA 
members to our companions and promotes 
dignity, full respect for human rights, healing 
and reconciliation. With our Palestinian 
Lutheran companions, we also accompany 
Palestinians and Israelis, Jews, Christians 
and Muslims working together for peace with 
justice. 
 
How we work 
    
Accompaniment: Our church’s primary 
companion church in the Holy Land is 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan 
and the Holy Land (ELCJHL). This Arabic-
speaking community of faithful Lutherans is 
the primary relationship through which the 
ELCA sees the situation in Palestine and 
Israel. Together, our churches are members 
of The Lutheran World Federation, a global 
communion that has a vital Jerusalem-area 
program that has been running projects 
related to health, education and 

http://www.elcjhl.org/
http://www.elcjhl.org/
http://www.lutheranworld.org/lwf/
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humanitarian aid in the occupied Palestinian 
territories for over 65 years. 
  
The ELCA, the ELCJHL and The Lutheran 
World Federation also have a long history of 
nurturing and developing relationships 
among Jewish and Muslim communities in 
the Holy Land. The ELCJHL was 
instrumental in creating the Council for 
Religious Institutions in the Holy Land, 
whose faith leaders encourage and 
advocate for the moderate voices for justice 
and peace among their own people. The 
Rev. Mark Hanson, former presiding bishop 
of the ELCA, was a founding member of The 
National Interreligious Leadership Initiative 
on the Middle East, a group of Jewish, 
Muslim and Christian faith leaders who work 
toward a common vision for Middle East just 
peace. ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth 
Eaton continues to be involved with the 
initiative. The ELCA has long and deep 
relationships with Jewish and Muslim 
communities that foster mutual 
understanding and challenge all to uphold 
justice, peace and non-violence. 
 
 Advocacy: We invite you to join our 
advocacy efforts to bring about a just and 
lasting negotiated resolution to the 
Palestinian Israeli conflict.   

 Call for equal human dignity and 
rights for all people in the Holy Land. 

 Call for an end to Israeli settlement 
building and the occupation of 
Palestinian land, both of which violate 
international law;  

 Call for a two-state solution, with two 
viable, secure states living side-by-
side. 

 Ask individuals to invest in 
Palestinian products to build their 
economy and to utilize selective 
purchasing to avoid buying products 
made in illegal Israeli settlements 
built on Palestinian land.  

 Call for an examination of U.S. 
military aid to Israel to ensure 

compliance with U.S. and 
international human rights law and a 
possible withholding of aid for 
noncompliance with those laws.  

  
Awareness-raising: Are you interested in 
learning more, sharing your experiences 
with others, and/or traveling to the Holy 
Land? Peace Not Walls will help connect 
you locally with others concerned about the 
future of Israel and Palestine, provide you 
with resources (informational handouts, 
worship materials, maps, historical 
background, trip planning ideas, church 
policy, etc.), and share information about 
upcoming trips to the Holy Land.  
 
Through its Peace Not Walls campaign, the 
ELCA supports a viable, contiguous 
Palestinian state; a secure Israeli state at 
peace with its Arab neighbors; and a shared 
Jerusalem with equal access and rights for 
Jews, Muslims and Christians. In order to 
achieve this just peace we need your 
support! 
Join us in this call to walk alongside our 
sisters and brothers in the Holy Land by 
raising awareness and advocating in your 
hometown, congregation, school, and/or 
synod. 
 

 
Phil Becker 

Roberta Briggs (Boiler Fund) 
Dianne & Dennis Marcotte (Boiler Fund) 

  

http://www.crihl.org/
http://www.crihl.org/
http://www.nili-mideastpeace.org/
http://www.nili-mideastpeace.org/
http://www.nili-mideastpeace.org/
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ACTIONABLE AFFIRMATIONS FOR THE 

CHURCH 
 

Continuing where we left off last month, we offer 

affirmations 5 & 6 for your consideration this 

month. 
 

 

THE PHOENIX AFFIRMATIONS   

The public face of Christianity in America today 

bears little connection to the historic faith of our 

ancestors. It represents even less our own faith 

as Christians who continue to celebrate the gifts 

of our Creator, revealed and embodied in the 

life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

Heartened by our experience of the transforming 

presence of Christ’s Holy Spirit in our world, we 

find ourselves in a time and place where we will 

be no longer silent. We hereby mark an end to 

our silence by making the following affirmations: 
  

As people who are joyfully and unapologetically 
Christian, we pledge ourselves completely to the 
way of Love. We work to express our love, as 
Jesus teaches us, in three ways: by loving God, 
neighbor, and self.  
 

(Matt 22:34-40 // Mk 12:28-31 // Lk 10:25-28; Cf. 
Deut 6:5; Lev. 19:18) 
 
 

 

LOVING OUR NEIGHBOR INCLUDES: 
Affirmation 5: Engaging people authentically, 
as Jesus did, treating all as creations made 
in God’s very image, regardless of race, 
gender, sexual orientation, age, physical or 
mental ability, nationality, or economic class; 
Genesis 1:27; Psalm 8:3-5; 1 Corinthians 12:3-7 
 

As Christians, we welcome those of every race, 
gender, sexual orientation, age, physical and 
mental ability, nationality, and economic class 
into the full life of our community. 
We affirm that the Path [or WAY] of Jesus is 
found where Christ’s followers uplift and 
celebrate the worth and integrity of all people as 
created in God’s very image and likeness. We 
further affirm that Christ’s Path includes treating 
people authentically rather than as mere 
categories or classes, challenging and inspiring 
all people to live according to their high calling. 
We confess that we have stepped away from 
this Path whenever we have failed to recognize 
the essential goodness of God’s Creation by 
treating some classes of human beings as more 
godly than others. We have moved further from 

Christ’s Path when we have treated people 
superficially, as objects to be used rather than 
human beings with depth and distinction. 
 

Affirmation 6: Standing, as Jesus does, with 
the outcast and oppressed, the denigrated 
and afflicted, seeking peace and justice with 
or without the support of others;  
Micah 6:8; Luke 12:48 
 

As Christians, we advocate and care for those 
who experience oppression and poverty, either 
physically or spiritually, within our faith 
communities, our country, and the world. We 
recognize the local congregation as the primary 
context for offering such care, even as we seek 
to extend it beyond our faith communities into 
the wider world. 
We affirm that the Path [or WAY] of Jesus is 
found where Christ’s followers honor the 
essential unity of spirit and matter by connecting 
worship and theology with concrete acts of 
justice and righteousness, kindness and 
humility, with or without the support of others. 
We confess that we have moved away from this 
Path when we have suggested that Christianity 
is concerned with only the spiritual in contrast to 
the material, or vice-versa. We have moved 
further away when we have celebrated blessings 
given by God without also acknowledging 
responsibilities that come with blessing. 
 

 

 
 

On behalf of all of us at Abby’s House, we want to 
thank you for your generous contribution of non 
perishable food!  Than you so much for all your 
support through the years. 
 
Jean Anger 
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Doris Brick 
c/o Oakdale Nursing & Rehab. 
76 No. Main St., W. Boylston, MA 01583 
 

Audrey Sturdevant 
c/o Overlook Masonic Health Center 
88 Masonic Home Rd., Charlton, MA 01507 
 

Jeff Moody 
c/o Sandalwood Care & Rehabilitation Center 
3 Pine Street, Oxford, MA 01540 
 

Delores Bengtsson, Harold Johnson, Wilson 
McIlvaine 
c/o Care One @ Millbury 
312 Millbury Street, Millbury, MA 01527 
 

Mildred Lindblad 
c/o Knowlwood Nursing Center 
87 Briarwood Circle, Worcester, Ma 01606 
 

Henry Hirvi, Dot Reid 
c/o Lutheran Rehabilitation & Skilled Care 
Center 
20 Harvard Street, Worcester, MA 01609 
 

May Jacobson  
c/o Briarwood Continuing Care Retirement 
Center 
68 Briarwood Circle, Worcester, MA 01606 
 

Shirley Cummins 
c/o Goddard House 
1199 Main Street, Worcester, MA 01603 
 

 

PRAYER LIST 
Bethel - Arnold Ariansen - Helen Armstrong - 
Maya Belmonte – Karen Carlson – Shirley 
Connor - Jean Dowd – Tom Forsberg - Liesl 
Voosen Fields – Siliva Forgit - Grover Gentry – 
Anna Granquist – Hope Grasso - Skip Hagberg - 
Paul Josephson – Patricia King - Tina Krol – 
Audra Layton - Bill Lewis - Eric Lewis - Lola 
Lofman - Kay Malkasion – Susan Marriano - 
Tracy McLean - Joan Newman – Michael O’Neil 
- Amanda Parker – Robert Sistek - Dave Sutton 
- Sabrina Valastro - Kay Venning – Pearl 
Wheeler 

 
Zion - Ruth Swan - Karin Tortelotte - Mindy 
Baez - Betty Nielson - Barry Blomgren –Mugisho 

Karagi – Timothy Keeney – Julia Engvall – 
Doreen Earley – Charlotte Rose MacNeil –- Liesl 
Voosen Fields - Pastor Rafaela Morales Rosa, 
Jennifer Smith - Judy Leombruno, Cathy Klebes 
– Sara Spieght – Scott MacLachlan – Gayla 
Bergman 
 

Have you engaged with the prayer wall? 

 
 

 

FOUR K-12 LUTHERAN SCHOOLS 

Located in Bell Jala, Beit Sahour, Bethlehem 
& Ramallah 

Total Enrollment – 2,200 
 

Open to all regardless of gender, race, religion 
or ability to pay. 

 

Curriculum emphasizing: 
Peace Education 
Interfaith dialog 

Gender balance & equally 
 

Educational Programs include:: 
 Al-Mahaba Kindergarten on the Mount 

of Olives for children of East Jerusalem 

 Environmental Center in Bel Jala 

 Martin Luther Community Development  
Center in the heart of the Old City of 
Jerusalem 

 

Opportunity Palestine 
www.opportunitypalestine.org 

Supporting Lutheran Schools and 
Educational Programs 

  

http://www.opportunitypalestine.org/
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Zion’s Council Update 
Happy Spring!   
 

Council last meeting was on March 14th, next 
Council meeting will be April 11th.  Coffee with 
Council will be April 7th.  Please come join us 
ask questions, if we do not have the answers we 
will get back to you.  It’s a good time to meet the 
Council. 
 

Kid’s Express was a huge success – with 
serving pizza, veggies, cookies, etc.  The theme 
was (Star Wars). 
We are looking for renters, if you may know of 
someone (church or a daycare) that needs 
space please contact Pastor or me. 
 

Coffee Hour – if interested please sign up on the 
sheet in the Palmer Room, it’s a time to meet 
new people, talk with your friends and guest’s 
that come through our doors invited them to 
coffee hour. 
 

Thank you for having me back on Church 
Council!!! 
 

Respectfully 
Donna R. Hayes 
 

 

Adult Forum 
The Adult Forum meets downstairs in the Youth 
Lounge/Sunday School Room after the 10:15AM 
service each week.  You are welcome to get 
your coffee in the Parish Hall and bring it down 
to the Forum with you.  All are welcome! 
 

The Forum is discussing “Failing, Falling, and 
Flyer! “Genesis Stories of Original Grace” which 
is part of the Darkwood Brew DVD study series.  
“Renegade exploration at Christianity outer 
edge” 
 

Roberta Briggs 
Lay Leader  
 

 

“GODSPELL”:  Presented by the Barre Players, 64 
Common St; Barre, barreplayerstheater.com or (800) 
733-2096.   A group will be going to the April 7th 
matinee at 2:00pm.  Call Jackie Walsh at 508-407-
8876 if interested.   Other performances will be 
7:30pm April 5,6,12 and 13th;  Sunday April 14th 
@2:00pm. 

Bethel’s Council Connection 
New Englanders, members of Bethel Lutheran 
Church and ALL Christian are preparing to 
welcome Spring, the Resurrection and new life!!  
Regarding New England calendar Spring and 
March going out like a lamb, it seems that 
Spring is here.  Cross our collective fingers.  
Resurrection and new life is presented and 
offered to us because of Jesus’ death on the 
cross and His Resurrection.  He has died so that 
we may live. 
 
As we finish our Lenten journey and prepare for 
Easter, let us worship on Sunday, take part in 
our Wednesday Lenten Series and attend and 
pray during Holy Week services.  Maundy 
Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday!!!  
Easter is our Christian Holy Day for life, love and 
eternal happiness. 
 
On the personal side of Easter, do share it with 
your family and friends.  It is a time for joy and 
celebration.  Enjoy your Easter meal together.  
At the same time please remember those who 
are less fortunate than we are - - those 
homeless or hungry or persecuted.  Also 
remember those battling illness and disease.  I 
feel and believe that God is with me and that my 
Bethel family gives me strength and help all 
along the way.  Bethel is a very special place!!! 
 
This is my final letter to you, as I am stepping 
back as President.  I thank you for your support 
and help over the past 2 years.  Please continue 
to support Preston as he takes over the 
presidency of the Council.  Dave Sutton is our 
Vice-President.  I am staying on Council and will 
continue to help.  I ask you to please feel free to 
seed us out and ask us questions and provide 
suggestions!  We can (almost) always be easily 
found. 
 
Sayonara for now.  I am going to work on 
preparing my little garden for Spring planting. 
 
Prayerfully,  
 
Grover Gentry 
Former President/Bethel Congregational Council 
  

http://barreplayerstheater.com/
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LOOKING FOR A GROUP OF 

LUTHERANS TO MEET WITH 

AND SHARE SOME 

EXPERIENCES AND HAVE FUN? 
 
 

AS A SHARED MINISTRY WITH 
BETHEL/ZION, WHY NOT GIVE ONE OF THE 

FOLLOWING A TRY? 
 

MEN’S GROUP 
On Tuesday, April 9

th
 the Men's Group will 

gathering for Food and fellowship @ 
6PM.  Proceeds will benefit our Camp 

Calumet Scholarship Fund.  Please sign-up in 
the Narthex or call the church office! 

 
 

WOMEN’S: DOLs 
(Dine Out Ladies) 

Tuesday, April 9th @ 6PM 
Barber’s Crossing, 861 Main St., Leicester 

, Meet at the restaurant - each person is 
responsible for the cost of their meal.  Sign up 

in the Narthex or call the Bethel Office.   
 

 
 

“BOOKIES” 
Book Club 

Next meeting is Monday, 
April 29

th
 2:00pm in the 

Chapel.   The group will 
be discussing 

“Undaunted, Surviving 
Jonestown” by Jackie Speier, U.S. 

Congresswoman. 
 

 

Christian Ed 
 

Bethel Sunday School is preparing for Easter by collecting coins 
for the ELCA Good Gifts program.  Our Advent collection was a 
resounding success and this time we are partnering with Social 
Ministry and the entire congregation.  We look forward to sharing 
our gifts with developing communities around the world!  Barn 
boxes and pink pig boxes are available in the Narthex for anyone 
who wishes to participate in this worthwhile program.  Fill those 
boxes!! 
 
Kate Valleli 

 

 

HOMELESS CARE KITS 
 

As we travel around the city and 

surrounding towns, most all of us encounter 

those struggling with homelessness and 

joblessness asking for assistance at many 

traffic islands. 
 

 
 

Below is a listing of items recommended 

that we will be asking our community to 

donate throughout the year. 
 

Socks, gloves, granola bars, vitamin 

enhanced water/sports drinks, combs, 

large Ziploc storage bags, blank 4” x 6” 

card stock, gum, soap, lotion, nail 

clippers, hand warmers, trail mix, 

toothbrushes, toothpaste 

 
 

 
APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 2019 

 
Bethel 

Jackie & Vinny Walsh - 04/09/83 
Jon & Sara Sanborn - 04/17/82 

 
Zion 

Amy & Michael Costello – 04/20 

 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwixp_zs6vbQAhWD4CYKHcklAesQjRwIBw&url=http://www.wanderlyn.com/random-acts-of-kindness/&psig=AFQjCNEq6m5QineiFNMkr-2IdB77iGLDGQ&ust=1481913097782812
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=pictures+of+victorian+woman+reading+a+book&qpvt=pictures+of+victorian+woman+reading+a+book&FORM=IQFRML#view=detail&id=BD35947E23DF8334F989C332C474E733C85038B5&selectedIndex=4
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OUTREACH/SOCIAL MINISTRY 
Reaching out to a world in need 

 

 
BETHEL 

On Saturday March 2nd, despite questionable weather 
at the beginning of the day, 36 people gathered 
together for our annual free-will offering dinner for the 
benefit of ELCA World Hunger.  This dinner, which was 
hosted by our Social Ministry team, was funded by seed 
money from Thrivent Financial.  Everyone in attendance 
enjoyed a dinner of roast pork, potatoes, vegetables, 
rolls and applesauce, followed by a delicious apple 
bundt cake dessert.  We learned about how ELCA 
addresses food insecurity through direct aid, advocacy 
and education.  After dinner, three teams competed in 
“The Match Game.”  Thank you to everyone who helped 
to make this a successful event.  We collected $721 in 
free-will offerings, which will be sent to ELCA World 
Hunger.  More than ninety cents of each dollar will go 
directly to helping people in need throughout the 
world. 
 

As part of our Lenten devotion the Social Ministry team, 
together with the children from our Sunday School and 
Pre-school will be collecting money for ELCA Good Gifts.  
Coin boxes have been distributed to the children and 
are also available in the Narthex for anyone wishing to 
participate.  This will continue through Easter, and 
when we have tallied all the donations, the children, 
with the help of their teachers, will decide how the 
money will be spent.  This has always been a fun project 
for the children as they learn about ways to help 
communities in need. 
 
We are grateful to receive donations to our Social 
Ministry account for outreach purposes.  Our team 
discerns a need and uses money from our fund to help 
outreach ministries and organizations engaged in 
helping people on the margins, who are struggling to 

survive.  Our team approved $250 to be sent to 
Woyatan in memory of Pastor Paul Henry.  This was a 
ministry near and dear to his heart, as it helps people in 
the second poorest region in the United States. 
 
We received a thank you note from Dismas House for 
our recent donation from the Social Ministry fund.  This 
$200 donation was sent to help with their heating 
needs for this winter.  Dismas House provides critical 
services and a welcoming hand to former prisoners in 
need. 
 
Coming up in May, please consider joining our Grace 
Ministries team in the Central Massachusetts Housing 
Alliance 34th Annual Walk for the Homeless on Sunday, 
May 19, 2019 at 2 PM beginning and ending at Elm Park 
in Worcester.  More details will follow. 
 
In this season of Lent, we are reminded of the Lord’s 
gifts of love, grace and mercy, the central themes in our 
faith.  Love isn’t about emotion; it’s about action. We 
do the right thing for our fellow human beings no 
matter how we feel about them.  We were all made in 
the image of God, formed from the same earth.  No 
matter what our social status, we are all the same in the 
eyes of God.  Let us remember, as followers of the Way 
of Jesus, everyone is our neighbor, whether we like 
them or not, share in the same belief system or not, or 
understand their cultural background or not.  Let us live 
out our life as Jesus calls us, to act with love and mercy, 
and bear one another’s burdens. 
 

“Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of 
Christ.”  Galatians 6:2 

 “ 

. 

 
Dismas meals are always held on the last Friday of each month.  If a volunteer would like to prepare a meal it can be done in the 
church kitchen around 4pm.   Volunteers are also needed to deliver and share the meal (5:45pm).   Dinner is over and hosts usually 
leave by 6:30. 
DISMAS:  FRI, APRIL 26TH 
                Fri, May 31st 
                Fri, June 28th 
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GRACE MINISTRIES, ELCA – Yoked Communities of Faith and Service 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

"To boldly share God's Love and Grace universally in and through our communities." 
 

VISION STATEMENT 
 

Modeling the welcoming nature of God, we are humbly called and driven by the Spirit to witness, engage and walk with 
each other authentically, as Jesus’ hands and feet, providing spiritual, emotional and physical nourishment. 

 

Through evolving partnerships with ecumenical and other social service organizations we affirm justice and wholeness 
under the “agency of Grace” that feed the needs and hope of all.  

 
 

 

 
 

The Rev. Andrew H. Borden, Pastor 
pastor_andrew.b@verizon.net 

 

Ann Spinner, Parish Administrator 

bethelauburn@verizon.net 

Adam Hanks, Treasurer 
Shannon Papandrea, Sexton 

 

Pam Sutton, Kate Valleli, Garret Peters, Thom Carraher – Christian Education Team 
 
 

Worcester Campus - Zion Lutheran   Auburn Campus - Bethel Lutheran 
                                              41 Whitmarsh Avenue, 01606                           90 Bryn Mawr Avenue, 01501 
                                                      Office: 508-853-2009                                        Office: 508-832-3427 
 

                           The-Community-of-Zion-Lutheran-Worcester.org                BethelAuburnELCA.org 
 

                                                Organist – Karen Couturier                 Principal Organist/Choral Director – Brenda Salvi 
                                           Choral/Bell Director – Sally Bond    Associate Organist/Choral Director – Lois Toeppner, Deacon 
                                                  President – Donna Hayes                                 President – Preston Sturdevant 
 

                                Forward Leadership Team:  Dave Valleli, Roberta Briggs, Stephanie Harms, Adam Hanks and Pastor  
                             Accountability Team:  Jennifer Courtney, Linda Kikutis Kropp, Donna Hayes, Joan Parker and Janet Johnson 

 

Yoke Council 
Co Presidents Preston Sturdevant (Bethel) & Donna Hayes (Zion) Secretary – Stephanie Harms (Zion) Marie Sturdevant 

(Bethel) 
 

Bethel Congregation Council 
EXECUTIVE TEAM: President – Preston Sturdevant Vice President – Dave Sutton Secretary – Marie Sturdevant 

Kathleen Legg, Leanne Carraher, Doris Belk, Roberta Briggs 
 

Functional Units 
Social Ministry – Marie Sturdevant & Judy Sampson 

Finance Team – Lisa Ferreira, Chair  Worship & Music Committee – Joan Parker, Chair 
Property Team – Garrett Peters, Rich Hagberg, Roy Benoit Jr.                     Altar Guild – Leanne Carraher, Chair 

Adult Forum, Roberta Briggs 
 

Preschool 
Preschool Director – Bev Sampson 508-832-9411 Bethel_preschool_auburn@outlook.com 

Teachers, Karen Borden, Shannon Papandrea, Teachers Aide, Kim Capaldi 
 

Zion Congregation Council 
EXECUTIVE TEAM: President – Donna Hayes - Vice President – Katherine Leham Secretary – Stephanie Harms 

Kristin White, Nancy Hallstrom, Bruce Blomgren, Will Toombs, Jack Valleli 
 

Functional Units 
Outreach Ministry Team – Ingrid Lawrence/Jean Harger, co-Chairs 

Adult Forum – Dave Valleli  
Altar Guild – Virginia Carlson, Chair 

 

A RECONCILING IN CHRIST SYNOD 
 

 

mailto:bethelauburn@verizon.net
mailto:Bethel_preschool_auburn@outlook.com
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS 2019 

 
Zion 

Gail Hartshorn 
Julia Engval 
Ryan Murray 

William McGovern 
 

Bethel 
Christina Nelson - 04/10 

Carolyn Salmonson - 04/12 
Emily Chunis - 04/15 

Dot Reid - 04/15 
Will Nelson - 04/15 

Brianna Courteau - 04/16 
Shirley Connor - 04/18 

Bill Connor - 04/20 
Adam Hanks - 04/23 
Eva Spanos - 04/25 
John Kallio - 04/28 
Lori Smith - 04/29 

Jon Sanborn - 04/29

 

Easter Lilies 
 

There is a sign-up in the Narthex if you would 
like to help decorate for Easter Sunday. Or you 

can speak to Leanne Carraher. They can be 
given in honor/memory of someone or to the 
Glory of God.  The price will be somewhere 

between 6 to 7 dollars.   
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