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PLEASE DO NOT DELAY

Our lives are formed by Word and
Sacrament, and we gather as the beloved
children of God around the means of grace
where our lives are in Christ.
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PASTOR’S CORNER

CAN WE EVER SLOW-DOWN?
As a “gear-head” the rush of power beneath
my right foot has always been a call to me.
From the early days with the Camaros,
Impala, Monte Carlo, Chevelle, Lemans,
Vega GT, and more fueling my desire, I
wrenched and drove with a passion. And still
due with the Pontiacs.
I learned and respect the proper diligence
for use and application of power and
suspension prowess: to me, there is nothing
like the “kick” that a tuned/unleashed powerplant supplies through a strong drive-train
“planted” at four corners!
Yet, there are boundaries and conditions we
all must operate within in order to protect
ourselves and others from dangerous and
potentially lethal results within the vehiclesport.
We must learn to slow-down appropriately.
God’s hope is that each of us enjoy a rush
as we pursue life, as the Spirit works with us
in developing and fueling passion in
discovering who we are and the potential of
our life-application!
Life is indeed a Divine gift to be unwrapped,
honored and handled with care.

And there are boundaries and expectations
which God encourages us to know and
respect so that we are protected from
ourselves, and others from us, because the
human condition can become unwieldy and
out of control without a firm rooting through
faith and practice.
The season of Lent begins in March, a time
historically focused on reflection of our lives
and faith as we dig deeply into the stories of
Jesus’ final days leading to the crucifixion:
God’s proving the Divine will never be runover or run-off by out-of-control human
endeavors.
Jesus’ death makes clear God cannot be
overcome by faithless extremes, that God’s
stick-to-it-tive-ness is eternal and focused on
our well-being as the universal children of
God; every race, culture, religious, political
and sexual orientation INLCUDED!
God creates no walls. God breaks down
walls that separate us to embrace us and
make us one!
Let us slow-down in our pursuit of life, lean
into the Grace that is God and know more
control and satisfaction, hopefulness and
peace; being reminded again of the
boundaries and conditions God encourages
us to know and embody as people of faith
intent upon the Kingdom coming to fruition
within and through us on earth here and
now!
And let the Eucharist refresh and renew us
often, so that we don’t break-down on the
road called life, so that our four corners are
firmly planted as we let the Spirit steer our
course through faith!
In Christ ☩,
Pastor Andrew
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ACTIONABLE AFFIRMATIONS FOR THE
CHURCH
Continuing where we left off last month, we offer
affirmations 3 & 4 for your consideration this
month.
THE PHOENIX AFFIRMATIONS
The public face of Christianity in America today
bears little connection to the historic faith of our
ancestors. It represents even less our own faith
as Christians who continue to celebrate the gifts
of our Creator, revealed and embodied in the
life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Heartened by our experience of the transforming
presence of Christ’s Holy Spirit in our world, we
find ourselves in a time and place where we will
be no longer silent. We hereby mark an end to
our silence by making the following affirmations:
As people who are joyfully and unapologetically
Christian, we pledge ourselves completely to the
way of Love. We work to express our love, as
Jesus teaches us, in three ways: by loving God,
neighbor, and self.
(Matt 22:34-40 // Mk 12:28-31 // Lk 10:25-28; Cf.
Deut 6:5; Lev. 19:18)
LOVING GOD INCLUDES:
Affirmation 3: Celebrating the God whose
Spirit pervades and whose glory is reflected
in all of God’s Creation, including the earth
and its ecosystems, the sacred and secular,
the Christian and non-Christian, the human
and non-human;
Genesis 1:31a; Psalm 96:1,11-12; Acts 17:23
As Christians, we seek to act as righteous
stewards of the earth and its ecosystems. We
celebrate the reflections of the Creator’s glory in
both the sacred and secular, human and nonhuman, Christian and non-Christian.
We affirm that the Path of Jesus is found where
Christ’s followers act as caring stewards of the
earth, and where the presence of the living
Christ is celebrated wherever Christ’s spirit
manifests itself, transcending all preconceived
human categories;
We confess that we have stepped away from
this Path when we have ignored our role as
stewards of the earth, or have interpreted
Scripture in a way that fails to account for the
sacredness of the earth or the integrity of its

ecosystems. We have further moved away
whenever we have claimed that that the
glorification and praise of God is limited only to
that which is consciously and overtly Christian.
Affirmation 4: Expressing our love in
worship that is as sincere, vibrant, and artful
as it is scriptural.
Genesis 2:7; Exodus 31:2-5l; Revelation 18:22
As Christians, we strive to respond to God’s
artistry in Creation by integrating the arts in
worship, education and proclamation. We
encourage the reclaiming of artistry and artistic
expression in all Christian endeavors, both
personal and communal.
We affirm that the Path of Jesus is found where
Christ’s followers make sincere and vibrant
worship of God as central to the life of their
community as Jesus did. We further affirm
artistic expression as a way of reflecting God’s
creativity, joy, and prophetic voice in what may
be seen, heard, felt, tasted, sung and spoken.
We confess that we have moved away from
Christ’s Path when we have failed to make
worship the product of our best efforts to
experience and express love for God, neighbor
and self in community with others. We have
moved further from this path when we have
considered the arts as trivial or merely tangential
to the life of a mature Christian community.

WHAT IF…
The Franciscan, Fr. Richard Rohr, is leading
sessions at the upcoming conference, "The
Universal Christ", and will be raising topics such
as:
 What if Christ is a name for the
transcendent within of every “thing” in the
universe?
 What if Christ is a name for the immense
spaciousness of all true Love?
 What if Christ refers to an infinite horizon
that pulls us both from within and pulls us
forward, too?
 What if Christ is another name for every
thing—in its fullness?
 What if every human being is anointed,
Messiahed, Christ?
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 What if the most fundamental aspect of
our identity is that we are each anointed
and appointed by The Holy One, by
Spirit—to preach good news to the poor,
liberty to the captive, and sight to the
blind?
 What if we take seriously being the body
of the Christ—that we are the hands,
feet, and heartbeat of the Living God?
 What if we are Word made flesh, Love
made flesh, Light made flesh?
What wider reality of God in Emanuel, Godwith-us/Christ, can this engender in us?

Doris Brick
c/o Oakdale Nursing & Rehab.
76 No. Main St., W. Boylston, MA 01583
Audrey Sturdevant
c/o Overlook Masonic Health Center
88 Masonic Home Rd., Charlton, MA 01507
Jeff Moody
c/o Sandalwood Care & Rehabilitation Center
3 Pine Street, Oxford, MA 01540
Delores Bengtsson, Harold Johnson, Wilson
McIlvaine
c/o Care One @ Millbury
312 Millbury Street, Millbury, MA 01527
Mildred Lindblad
c/o Knowlwood Nursing Center
87 Briarwood Circle, Worcester, Ma 01606
Henry Hirvi, Dot Reid
c/o Lutheran Rehabilitation & Skilled Care
Center
20 Harvard Street, Worcester, MA 01609
May Jacobson
c/o Briarwood Continuing Care Retirement
Center
68 Briarwood Circle, Worcester, MA 01606
Shirley Cummins
c/o Goddard House
1199 Main Street, Worcester, MA 01603

PRAYER LIST
Bethel - Arnold Ariansen - Helen Armstrong Phil Becker - Alan BeJune - Mary Belmonte Maya Belmonte –Karen Carlson – Jean Dowd –
Matt Ducat – Tom Forsberg - Liesl Voosen
Fields – Siliva Forgit - Grover Gentry – Anna
Granquist – Hope Grasso - Skip Hagberg - Paul
Josephson – Patricia King - Tina Krol - Bill Lewis
- Eric Lewis - Lola Lofman - Kay Malkasion Tracy McLean - Tony Navickas – Joan Newman
– Michael O’Neil - Amanda Parker – Chris
Rapoza – Dave Sutton - Sabrina Valastro - Kay
Venning – Pearl Wheeler
Zion - Ruth Swan - Karin Tortelotte - Mindy
Baez - Betty Nielson - Tracy McLean – Barry
Blomgren – Judy Sperling – Mugisho Karagi –
Timothy Keeney – Julia Engvall – Doreen Earley
– Charlotte Rose MacNeil – Brandon Nuzzolilo –
Chris Rapoza - Matt Ducat - Liesl Voosen Fields
- Pastor Rafaela Morales Rosa, Jennifer Smith Judy Leombruno, Cathy Klebes

Have you engaged with the prayer wall?

Thank you to all of our Grace Ministries Brothers and
Sisters for all your prayers and well-wishes. A special
thank you to Pastor Andrew, the Council, the
Property Committee, the Faith Formation team, the
Volunteer team, the music ministries, for weekly
Eucharist and for those who have stepped up to fill in
for us with our various team duties while we are
tending to health issues. Dave has been very ill and
is recovering well. Regrettably he must stay off his
feet with them elevated most of the time. He has
been given an exercise regime which he is faithful
with. We miss our work among you and you are all in
our prayers as well.
God is good all the time and we feel blessed! Thanks
be to God!
With much love,
Dave and Pam Sutton

A Seminarian Fund Gift was given by Pam & Dave
Sutton.
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Zion’s Council Update
I am pleased to announce that the 2019 Zion Council
has elected their officers for the year. Donna Hayes
will assume the role of President, Will Toombs will
serve as VP, and Stephanie Harms will continue in
her role as Secretary. Please take a moment to
congratulate them. We did not have a full quorum
at our last meeting, so there is not much to report at
this time.

COSTELLO WINS AT GYMNASTICS
Megan Costello, one of our current
confirmands, enjoyed hard-won success in
her sport of passion!
On Sunday February 10th, she competed
with her Excel Gold team in Hanover MA,
placing 1st on bars and beam, 3rd on vault,
5th on floor and took 1st place in the All
Around. She not only loves the sport, but
has an amazing group of teammates and
friends who continuously support each other
as true teammates should.



For your information, the 2019 Zion Council
members include, Donna Hayes, Will Toombs,
Steph Harms, Katherine Lehman, Bruce
Blomgren, Kristin White, Dave Valleli, and Don
Leombruno



Council is excited for their day to serve at Kids’
Express coming up on March 15th. This is an
extremely rewarding event, and we look forward
to it each year.
If anyone else in the
congregation would like to join us in serving at
Concordia, please let Steph Harms know.



Coffee Hour supplies – a sheet has been posted
in the Palmer Kitchen to record any supplies that
you may have noticed are running low.



You’ll notice lots of newly-functioning lights in
and around the facility. Fixtures have been
repaired or replaced and almost all fixtures are
now converted to high-efficiency LED lighting,
helping to reduce the electricity costs of the
building.



We always welcome any members interested in
helping with the many jobs on Sunday morning.
We really could use a few more folks on the
roster. If you are interested in helping with
volunteer positions like Assistant Minister,
Ushers, etc., please let us know and we will
provide some information and training.

Respectfully,
Dave Valleli
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HOMELESS CARE KITS
LOOKING FOR A GROUP OF
LUTHERANS TO MEET WITH
AND SHARE SOME
EXPERIENCES AND HAVE FUN?

As we travel around the city and
surrounding towns, most all of us encounter
those struggling with homelessness and
joblessness asking for assistance at many
traffic islands.

AS A SHARED MINISTRY WITH
BETHEL/ZION, WHY NOT GIVE ONE OF THE
FOLLOWING A TRY?

MEN’S GROUP

On Tuesday, March 12th the Men's Group will
gathering for Food and fellowship @
6PM. Proceeds will benefit our Camp
Calumet Scholarship Fund. Please sign-up in
the Narthex or call the church office!

WOMEN’S: DOLs
(Dine Out Ladies)
th

Tuesday, March 12 @ 6PM
O’Connors, 1160 West Boylston St.,
Worcester
, Meet at the restaurant - each person is
responsible for the cost of their meal. Sign up
in the Narthex or call the Bethel Office.

“BOOKIES”
Book Club
Next meeting is Monday,
March 25th 2:00pm in the
Chapel. The group will
be discussing “Augusta’s
Daughter” by Judith
Martin, a novel. Life in 19th century Sweden
is beautifully chronicled. This book may be
difficult to find. Contact Marie Sturdevant as
she may have an extra copy. Otherwise, it
can be ordered on Amazon.

Below is a listing of items recommended
that we will be asking our community to
donate throughout the year.
Socks, gloves, granola bars, vitamin
enhanced water/sports drinks, combs,
large Ziploc storage bags, blank 4” x 6”
card stock, gum, soap, lotion, nail
clippers, hand warmers, trail mix,
toothbrushes, toothpaste
Please take notice that kits on table in Narthex
have been assembled. Soon there will
be containers with labels to drop your donations
in and to keep the table orderly. Please keep
your donations to the recommended items
listed. There have been items not appropriate for
the care kits. However, there are also bins under
the table for donations to IHN, Dismas, Outdoor
Fellowship and Veterans where some of these
donations would be greatly appreciated. Please
contact Social Ministry members if you have any
questions or doubts about your donation. Also,
any volunteers who would be interested in
sorting, separating, assembling or delivering
these donations please contact the office or
someone on your Social Ministry Board. Thank
you
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Bethel’s Council Connection
March, huh? Well, that means that Spring is
here on March 21st! Oops, April Fool’s – this is
New England. Spring will not be here on its
appointed day. But, it will be coming, we think?!

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 2019
Zion
Shelia Harms – 3/02
Allan Winnikka – 3/04
Alan Brackett – 3/17
Veronica Ruffo – 3/19
Kate Henry – 3/20
Joseph Henderson – 3/27
Hannah Abbe – 3/29
Kristin White – 3/29
Jennifer Berglund – 3/30
Zachary Milton – 3/30
Doreen Early – 3/31

Bethel
Brian Zifcak - 03/01
Alyssa Ivashek 03/01
Michael Rapoza - 03/05
Gavin Bergman - 03/10
Nicole Ferreira - 03/12
Sara Sanborn - 03/14
Carrie Courteau - 03/14
Kyle Belmonte - 03/16
Dan Hanks - 03/18
Kirsten DuHamel - 03/19
Shirley Cummins - 03/20
David Legg - 03/20
Jeffrey Bylund - 03/21
Valerie Kosciusko - 03/22
Ted Spanos - 03/25
Don Hanks - 03/26
Terry Hamilton - 03/29
Deborah Brown - 03/30

What we know will be coming this March, on
Wednesday March 6th, Is Ash Wednesday and
the beginning of the Lenten Season in the
liturgical year. As we enter Lent, let us all think
about some extra things that we can do for
ourselves, our family and our neighbors (all of
them). Lent is more than merely giving up
something that we enjoy - - although it can be. It
is one form of sacrifice. We can also provide
assistance to people in need, in our own
congregation, in our town of Auburn, at the
homeless shelters and at the food banks. There
are always people who struggle to be able to
provide for the basic needs. We are very
fortunate to have the means and the
wherewithal to take care of ourselves. Let’s
remember and help others!!
The Lenten Season provides for many additional
opportunities
for us to pray and attend
devotions. Each of us will make our own
decisions about how much we do in Lent. God
gave us his Son, Jesus, who so loves us that he
was crucified and died on the cross for us. No
greater love can possibly exist!! On the earth,
we can love others as much as humanly
possible. We can love and accept all others into
our kinship - - whatever nationality or gender
identification they may be. God has shown us
how. He has created all of humans nature, and
loves all.
As the weather cancelled our February meeting,
our next meeting will be on March 11th at 6:30.
Please visit us on Sunday March 10th after the
10:15 service for Coffee with Council. (Really,
we don’t bite!!)
Hang in there!! Spring is almost here!! See you
Sunday!
Prayerfully,
Grover Gentry
Congregation Council President
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OUTREACH/SOCIAL MINISTRY
Reaching out to a world in need
BETHEL
In the monthly message from Bishop Elizabeth Eaton of
the ELCA, in the February 2019 issue of Living Lutheran,
we are asked to consider, “What is God up to?” Two
questions posed in this message that I found pertinent
in our approach to Social Ministry were, “How is the
Spirit reshaping the church? And How will Christ use us
as Christ’s living body in the world?” As individuals, a
team, a congregation and through our yoked
communities of faith, Grace Ministries, we consider
where God is calling us in reaching out to a growing
number of needs. When we respond through grace,
mercy and justice, we become the visible “Body of
Christ,” living out the new life that God has given to us
in Christ. Here is where we find the true shape of the
church, through love and service to others. As we
prayerfully discern God’s calling through the
organizations and ministries we support, we invite our
congregations to think about the many opportunities to
be God’s hands and feet to a world in need. We
consider how God is speaking to us as we live out the
command to “Love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your strength
and with all your mind; and, love your neighbor as
yourself.” (Luke 10:27)

cream. We have received startup money for the dinner
through Thrivent Financial.
We are planning our Lenten project between Social
Ministry and the children of our Sunday School and PreSchool. As part of our Lenten devotion, we will be
distributing coin boxes to our children and members of
our congregation for donations to benefit ELCA Good
Gifts. In the past this project has worked well as our
children learned the importance of giving while helping
to decide how the money is spent and how it helps lift
families across the world from poverty.
We continue to support families in our local community
through donations of non-perishable food items to
Auburn Youth and Family Services. We also have
homeless care kits already made up in the Narthex.
Please take a bag to keep in your car for a time you may
encounter a person in need.
If anyone is aware of someone in need, please bring it
to the attention of Pastor Andrew or a member of our
Social Ministry or Outreach teams.
May we be open to what God may be up to in our lives
and in the life of Grace Ministries.

Each year Social Ministry hosts a free-will offering
dinner for the benefit of ELCA World Hunger. This
year’s dinner will be held on Saturday March 2nd at 5:30.
We have changed the menu and this year we will be
having roast pork, potatoes, a vegetable and
applesauce, and for dessert apple bundt cake with ice

“Behold, I am doing a new thing;
now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?
I will make a way in the wilderness
and rivers in the desert.”
Isaiah 43:19

“

.

March 10th
Dismas meals are always held on the last Friday of each
month. Next meal is February 22nd. If a volunteer would like
to prepare a meal it can be done in the church kitchen around
4pm. Volunteers are also needed to deliver and share the
meal (5:45pm). Dinner is over and hosts usually leave by
6:30.
Friday, March 29th
Friday April 26th
Friday May 31st
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LIPY-CM DC MISSION TRIP
We had a wonderful trip to our nation’s capital
the week of February 18th! With 22 youth and 7
chaperones we worked hard at Thrive DC
(soup kitchen) and DC Central Kitchen (meals
on wheels, grocery supplements, etc.), met
with the ELCA Advocacy office and advocated
directly for SNAP and labor benefits with
Congressman McGovern, Congresswoman
Trahan and Senator Markey through their aids
at office on The Hill.
Our group received a personalized tour of the
Capital itself, visited monuments on the
National Mall, enjoyed local pizza, burgers and
more, and still found time to relax and unwind!
THANK YOU for everyone’s prayers and
support of our youth!
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INSTALLATION OF PR. SPIGELMYER
It was a privilege to share in the service of
installation for The Rev. Daniel W. Spigelmyer,
Jr. at Emanuel Lutheran in Fitchburg, MA.
As sisters and brothers together in the family of
Jesus’ WAY, it is important to support, rejoice
and pray for each other in this life-journey.
Together with colleagues from the Central MA
Conference, and wider Synod, we gathered,
prayed, sang, shared in the Eucharist and
partied following the service on Sunday
afternoon, February 24th.
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GRACE MINISTRIES, ELCA –

Yoked Communities of Faith and Service

MISSION STATEMENT
"To boldly share God's Love and Grace universally in and through our communities."
VISION STATEMENT
Modeling the welcoming nature of God, we are humbly called and driven by the Spirit to witness, engage and walk with
each other authentically, as Jesus’ hands and feet, providing spiritual, emotional and physical nourishment.
Through evolving partnerships with ecumenical and other social service organizations we affirm justice and wholeness
under the “agency of Grace” that feed the needs and hope of all.

The Rev. Andrew H. Borden, Pastor
pastor_andrew.b@verizon.net

Ann Spinner, Parish Administrator
bethelauburn@verizon.net

Adam Hanks, Treasurer
Shannon Papandrea, Sexton
Pam Sutton, Kate Valleli, Garret Peters, Thom Carraher – Christian Education Team

Worcester Campus - Zion Lutheran

Auburn Campus - Bethel Lutheran

41 Whitmarsh Avenue, 01606
90 Bryn Mawr Avenue, 01501
Office: 508-853-2009
Office: 508-832-3427
The-Community-of-Zion-Lutheran-Worcester.org
BethelAuburnELCA.org
Organist – Karen Couturier
Principal Organist/Choral Director – Brenda Salvi
Choral/Bell Director – Sally Bond Associate Organist/Choral Director – Lois Toeppner, Deacon
President – Donna Hayes
President – Grover Gentry
Forward Leadership Team: Dave Valleli, Roberta Briggs, Stephanie Harms, Adam Hanks and Pastor
Accountability Team: Jennifer Courtney, Linda Kikutis Kropp, Donna Hayes, Joan Parker and Janet Johnson

Yoke Council
Co Presidents Grover Gentry (Bethel) & Donna Hayes (Zion) Secretary – Stephanie Harms (Zion) TBA (Bethel)

Bethel Congregation Council
EXECUTIVE TEAM: President - Grover Gentry Vice President – Dave Sutton Secretary – TBA
Kathleen Legg, Leanne Carraher, Maire Sturdevant, Preston Sturdevant, Doris Belk, Roberta Briggs
Functional Units
Social Ministry – Marie Sturdevant & Judy Sampson
Finance Team – Lisa Ferreira, Chair
Worship & Music Committee – Joan Parker, Chair
Property Team – Garrett Peters, Rich Hagberg, Roy Benoit Jr.
Altar Guild – Leanne Carraher, Chair
Adult Forum, Roberta Briggs
Preschool
Preschool Director – Bev Sampson
508-832-9411 Bethel_preschool_auburn@outlook.com

Teachers, Karen Borden, Shannon Papandrea, Teachers Aide, Kim Capaldi
Zion Congregation Council
EXECUTIVE TEAM: President – Donna Hayes - Vice President – Katherine Leham Secretary – Stephanie Harms
Kristin White, Nancy Hallstrom, Bruce Blomgren, Will Toombs, Jack Valleli
Functional Units
Outreach Ministry Team – Ingrid Lawrence/Jean Harger, co-Chairs
Adult Forum – Dave Valleli
Altar Guild – Virginia Carlson, Chair

A RECONCILING IN CHRIST SYNOD
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