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NEWSLETTER FEBRUARY  2019                                TIME  SENSITIVE 

 

                                PLEASE DO NOT DELAY 

 
 

Our lives are formed by Word and 

Sacrament, and we gather as the beloved 

children of God around the means of grace 

where our lives are in Christ. 
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PASTOR’S CORNER 

 
 
We are a missional church!  
 
Our call is in centering within the WAY of 
Jesus so to realize the ongoing 
enlightenment of the Spirit throughout our 
lives that can mature and guide the 
committed believer as the life journey 
unfolds ahead. 
 
Life is not meant to be stagnant, but vibrant 
and engaging. We are indeed fed through 
scripture, preaching, teaching and the 
Eucharist when we attend community 
worship. However, the church is not brick 
and mortar but the people of God: life 
doesn’t begin and end in faith within the 
walls of an institution, we are to carry faith in 
action with us every day. 
 
God’s intention is for our lives to be set into 
motion through the faith of our baptism, 
each of us living a life of worship: a global 
community, with local gatherings, where 
action and engagement follow the pattern of 
Jesus’ model, the WAY, for humanity flowing 
from our Spirit-fed and led gatherings, 
emptying out into creation as influence only 
to flow back and forth from gatherings into 
life and back again. 
 
Coming together in communities of faith and 
support nurture our ability to BE in the world; 
for the Spirit’s work to germinate and then 
grow with us in fervent relation with creation. 
Faith is not transactional (not focused on 
what one gets from the church-thing), but 
relational (how one fits into the whole/grows 

and best honors/lives-out/relates the faith 
using the birthed in gifts/skills/abilities that 
are unique to each). 
 
Grace Ministries provides ebb-and-flow 
stations through our Worcester and Auburn 
campuses which gather in community and 
provide/guide towards opportunities for 
being the hands and feet of Jesus; for 
growth and maturity. 
 
Again, our call is in making space for 
remembering and meeting God at least 
daily, if not hourly, to allow enlightenment 
finding us so that our engagement and 
witness (relationally) are grace and mercy 
centered; promoting God’s good creation in 
the face of wordly influence that is so often 
hostile to the WAY of Grace.  
 
You and I are the church. So, let us 
represent Grace through all that we are! 
 

In Christ ☩, 
 

Pastor Andrew 
 

actionable 
 adjective 

ac·tion·able | \ ˈak-sh(ə-)nə-bəl  \ 

Definition of actionable 

1: subject to or affording ground for an action or 

suit at law 

2: capable of being acted on 

actionable information 

Courtesy of https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary 

Understanding Our Teachings 
The following article can be helpful in framing 
our understanding for just what the creeds of the 
church represent; how they define our 
understanding of God and what we believe 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/adjective
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/action


Grace Ministries – February 2019 
      
  

  
Page 3 

 
  

through faith from the persepctive of the ancient 
church.  
 
BRIEF HISTORY: The Nicene Creed dates from 
325 CE and the results of the First Ecumenical 
Council of Nicea held in Turkey. The session 
proved divisive because it led to a split in the 
ancient church: a majority of representatives 
from the eastern region could not make it and 
the vote on a hoped for unifying doctrine of faith 
was taken anyways. This is why we have the 
Western (Roman) and Eastern (Orthodox) rites 
of the church to this day. 
 
As Fr. Rohr expresses below our Creeds define 
God and the church but don’t express our role, 
how faith calls us and suggests/implies an 
actionable life rooted within the model of Jesus’ 
example and the WAY he left us to follow that 
has become the church (the body of believers) 
in it’s many expressions today. 

Pr. Andrew 

Following Jesus 

The Creeds 
Wednesday, January 23, 2019 

. . . Born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, . . . —The Apostles’ Creed 

If you worship in one of the liturgical Christian 
traditions, you probably know the opening words 
of the Apostles’ Creed by heart: 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of 
heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his 
only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended into hell; . . . 

But have you ever noticed the huge leap the 
creed makes between “born of the Virgin Mary” 
and “suffered under Pontius Pilate”? A single 
comma connects the two statements, and falling 
into that yawning gap, as if it were a mere detail, 
is everything Jesus said and did between his 
birth and his death! Called the “Great Comma,” 
the gap certainly invites some serious questions. 
Did all the things Jesus said and did in those 

years not count for much? Were they nothing to 
“believe” in? Was it only his birth and death that 
mattered? Does the gap in some way explain 
Christianity’s often dismal record of imitating 
Jesus’ life and teaching? 

There are other glaring oversights. The 
Apostles’ Creed does not once mention love, 
service, hope, the “least of the brothers and 
sisters,” or even forgiveness—anything that is 
remotely actionable. The earliest formal 
declaration of Christian belief is a vision and 
philosophy statement with no mission statement, 
as it were. Twice we are reminded that God is 
almighty, yet nowhere do we hear mention that 
God is also all-suffering or all-vulnerable 
(although it does declare that Jesus “suffered . . 
. , died, and was buried”). With its emphasis on 
theory and theology, but no emphasis on praxis 
(i.e., practice), the creed set Christianity on a 
course we are still following today. 

The Apostles’ Creed, along with the later Nicene 
Creed, is an important document of theological 
summary and history, but when the crowd at my 
parish mumbles hurriedly through its recitation 
each Sunday, I’m struck by how little 
usefulness—or even interest—the creed seems 
to bring as a guide for people’s daily, practical 
behavior. I hope I am wrong, but I doubt it. 

Both creeds reveal historic Christian 
assumptions about who God is and what God is 
doing. They reaffirm a static and unchanging 
universe and a God who is quite remote from 
almost everything we care about each day. 
Furthermore, they don’t show much interest in 
the realities of Jesus’ own human life—or ours. 
Instead, they portray what religious systems 
tend to want: a God who looks strong and stable 
and in control. No “turn the other cheek” Jesus, 
no hint of a simple Christ-like lifestyle is found 
here. 

Reference: 
Adapted from Richard Rohr, The Universal 
Christ: How a Forgotten Reality Can Change 
Everything We See, Hope For, and 
Believe (Convergent Books: 2019), 103-104. 

  

https://cac.org/the-creeds-2019-01-23/
https://cac.org/take-up-your-cross-2019-01-25/
https://cac.org/take-up-your-cross-2019-01-25/
https://cac.org/take-up-your-cross-2019-01-25/
https://cac.org/take-up-your-cross-2019-01-25/


Grace Ministries – February 2019 
      
  

  
Page 4 

 
  

 

 

Doris Brick 
c/o Oakdale Nursing & Rehab. 
76 No. Main St., W. Boylston, MA 01583 
 

Nancy Person, Audrey Sturdevant 
c/o Overlook Masonic Health Center 
88 Masonic Home Rd., Charlton, MA 01507 
 

Jeff Moody 
c/o Sandalwood Care & Rehabilitation Center 
3 Pine Street, Oxford, MA 01540 
 

Delores Bengtsson, Harold Johnson, Wilson 
McIlvaine 
c/o Care One @ Millbury 
312 Millbury Street, Millbury, MA 01527 
 

Mildred Lindblad 
c/o Knowlwood Nursing Center 
87 Briarwood Circle, Worcester, Ma 01606 
 

Henry Hirvi, Dot Reid 
c/o Lutheran Rehabilitation & Skilled Care 
Center 
20 Harvard Street, Worcester, MA 01609 
 

May Jacobson  
c/o Briarwood Continuing Care Retirement 
Center 
68 Briarwood Circle, Worcester, MA 01606 
 

Shirley Cummins 
c/o Goddard House 
1199 Main Street, Worcester, MA 01603 
 

 

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARYS 
 

Bethel 
Richard & JoAnn Van Dyke - 02/03 

 

Zion 
Bill & Pam McGovern 

 
 

PRAYER LIST 
Bethel - Arnold Ariansen - Helen Armstrong - 
Phil Becker - Alan BeJune - Mary Belmonte - 
Maya Belmonte – Meg Bucherier - Karen 
Carlson – Jean Dowd – Matt Ducat – Tom 
Forsberg - Liesl Voosen Fields – Siliva Forgit - 
Grover Gentry – Anna Granquist – Hope Grasso 
- Skip Hagberg - Mary E. Johnson – Paul 
Josephson – Patricia King - Tina Krol - Bill Lewis 
- Eric Lewis - Lola Lofman - Kay Malkasion - 
Tracy McLean - Tony Navickas – Joan Newman 
– Michael O’Neil - Amanda Parker – Chris 
Rapoza – Dave Sutton - Sabrina Valastro  - Kay 
Venning – Pearl Wheeler 

 
Zion - Ruth Swan - Karin Tortelotte - Mindy 
Baez - Betty Nielson - Tracy McLean – Barry 
Blomgren – Judy Sperling – Mugisho Karagi – 
Timothy Keeney – Julia Engvall – Doreen Earley 
– Charlotte Rose MacNeil – Brandon Nuzzolilo – 
Chris Rapoza - Matt Ducat - Liesl Voosen Fields 
- Pastor Rafaela Morales Rosa, Jennifer Smith - 
Judy Leombruno 
 

Have you engaged with the prayer wall? 

 

 
 

Dear Folks at Zion Lutheran Church, 

On behalf of all o us at Abby’s House, we want to 

thank you for your generous donation of non-

perishable food.  Best wished in the new year! 

Kathleen O’Connor 

 

Dear Pastor Andrew and Congregation 

On behalf of the Interfaith Hospitality Network of 

Greater Worcester I would like to than you for your 

generous donation of $1328.65. 

IHN provides a safe, supportive environment for 

families who are homeless.  Last year we provided 

housing, meals and case management/referral 
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services to 17 families who had nowhere else to turn 

for help.  IHN staff and volunteers are able to do this 

work thanks to the generosity of our donors. Your 

financial contribution makes it possible for us to 

continue offering temporary home to families in crisis. 

We are truly grateful for all that you do for our 

families and our program, and we thank you for 

helping us in our continued effort to provide shelter 

and assistance to families who have no place to call 

home. 

Sincerely, 
Joanne Alley 
Director, IHN of Greater Worcester 
 

 

Dear Pastor Borden, 

Please send the thanks from Concordia Lutheran 

Church to all the kids at LIPY that spent so much 

time and effort raising money, taking the time and 

consideration to shop and then wrap all the wonderful 

gifts that our families received this Christmas.  

I have lost track of the many years that this group has 

provided this generous gift to our most needy 

families.  

I received a comment from the oldest girl in our most 

recent refugee family. She was thrilled with her gifts 

and she said that after many hard Christmas years, 

this was the best one ever. The one where she really 

felt like an “American”.  

I wish you could all experience the joy that these 

presents bring to those who have difficulty 

economically.  One of the little boys puts his gifts on 

the end of his bed and guesses every night before he 

goes to sleep what might be inside. He gets days of 

wonderful anticipation plus the joy of opening it up on 

Christmas. Others can’t wait and open the gifts as 

soon as I deliver them. In either case they are 

appreciated.  

Thanks again for all your care and concern for our 

kids! Well done!!! 

Peace, 
Joyce Rettstadt 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Dear Bethel, 

Thank you so much for the generous gift, it’s been a 

pleasure working at Bethel for the last 20 years. 

God Bless 
Jim Gardner 
 

 

Dear Zion, 

Thank you so much for the generous gift, it’s been a 

pleasure working at Zion for the last 10 years. 

God Bless 
Jim Gardner 

 

 
A Hymn of Love 

Blest Be the Tie That Binds – ELW 656 
 

 

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian 
love, the unity of heart and mind is like to that 
above. 
 
Before our Father’s throne we pour our ardent 
prayers; our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, our 
comforts and our cares. 
 
We share our mutual woes, our mutual burdens 
bear, and often for each other flows the 
sympathizing tear. 
 
From sorrow, toil, and pain, and sin we shall be free; 
and perfect love and friendship reign through all 
eternity. 
 

God Loves Us – We Love Each Other. 
HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY 
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LOOKING FOR A GROUP OF 

LUTHERANS TO MEET WITH 

AND SHARE SOME 

EXPERIENCES AND HAVE FUN? 
 
 

AS A SHARED MINISTRY WITH 
BETHEL/ZION, WHY NOT GIVE ONE OF THE 

FOLLOWING A TRY? 
 
 

MEN’S GROUP 
On Tuesday, February 12

th
 the Men's Group 

will gathering for Food and fellowship @ 
6PM.  Proceeds will benefit our Camp 

Calumet Scholarship Fund.  Please sign-up in 
the Narthex or call the church office! 

 
 
 
 

WOMEN’S: DOLs 
(Dine Out Ladies) 

Tuesday, February 12
th
 @ 6PM 

Barber’s Crossing, 861 Main Street 
Leceister 

 

, Meet at the restaurant - each person is 
responsible for the cost of their meal.  Sign up 

in the Narthex or call the Bethel Office.   
 
 
 

 
 

“BOOKIES” 
Book Club 

Next meeting is Monday 
February 25th.  The 

chosen book is “Having a 
Mary Heart in a Martha 

World” by Joanna 
Weaver.  The meeting begins at 2:00 in the 

Chapel.   All are welcome! 
 
 
 

 

 
Ellen & Gilbert Nobert 

Judy Garneau 
 

Cole Victor 
Judy Garneau 

 

Richard Forgit 
Lois Chinigo 

 
 

 

HOMELESS CARE KITS 
 

As we travel around the city and 

surrounding towns, most all of us encounter 

those struggling with homelessness and 

joblessness asking for assistance at many 

traffic islands. 
 

 
 

Below is a listing of items recommended 

that we will be asking our community to 

donate throughout the year. 
 

Socks, gloves, granola bars, vitamin 

enhanced water/sports drinks, combs, 

large Ziploc storage bags, blank 4” x 6” 

card stock, gum, soap, lotion, nail 

clippers, hand warmers, trail mix, 

toothbrushes, toothpaste 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwixp_zs6vbQAhWD4CYKHcklAesQjRwIBw&url=http://www.wanderlyn.com/random-acts-of-kindness/&psig=AFQjCNEq6m5QineiFNMkr-2IdB77iGLDGQ&ust=1481913097782812
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=pictures+of+victorian+woman+reading+a+book&qpvt=pictures+of+victorian+woman+reading+a+book&FORM=IQFRML#view=detail&id=BD35947E23DF8334F989C332C474E733C85038B5&selectedIndex=4


Grace Ministries – February 2019 
      
  

  
Page 7 

 
  

 
 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 2019 
 

Zion 
Brian Buckley – 02/03 
Debra Engvali – 02/06 

Bruce Sundquist – 02/08 
Hunter White – 02/08S 

cot Wiinikka – 02/15 
Megan Costello – 2/16 

Ruth Ames – 02/22 
Nancy Hallstrom – 02/25 
Linda Wiinikka – 02/28 

 
 
 

Bethel 
Kristel Hunt - 02/02 
Karen Baril - 02/03 
Doris Belk - 02/03 

Linda Rocheford - 02/11 
Tony Benvenuti - 02/12 
Annalise Peters - 02/13 
Sean Townsend - 02/16 

Liz Blash - 02/17 
Allayne Nelson - 02/24 
Julia Benvenuti -02/25 

Chase Hunt - 02/25 
 

 

 

Zion’s Council Updates 
2019 is already shaping up to be as busy as ever.  

Council has a full agenda, managing the rental 

tenants and associated issues, keeping tabs on the 

multitude of repair projects ongoing at the Zion 

campus, digesting all the information and ideas 

presented by the Forward Leadership and 

Accountability teams, and ensuring all the groups 

and activities are running smoothly within Grace 

Ministries.  A few highlights include: 

 Council is excited to see the youth holding their 

Pancake Breakfast and Superbowl subs 

fundraisers.  These events are important in order 

to help defray costs for the upcoming mission 

trip and other events.  We hope you can order 

some subs on February 3rd and enjoy some 

pancakes and sausages on February 10th! 
 

 Coffee Hour supplies – a sheet has been posted 

in the Palmer Kitchen to record any supplies that 

you may have noticed are running low. 
 

 Repair projects such as lighting upgrades and 

replacements, and fixing door locks, especially 

the Chapel door at Zion are ongoing. 
 

 We always welcome any members interested in 

helping with the many jobs on Sunday morning.  

We really could use a few more folks on the 

roster.  If you are interested in helping with 

volunteer positions like Assistant Minister, 

Ushers, etc., please let us know and we will 

provide some information and training.   
 

 Due to the snow, the Zion Annual Meeting will 
now be held on 2/3/19 in the Palmer Room, 
immediately following the service. Council hopes 
to see you all there. 

 

I would like to take a moment to thank everyone for 
their support and gratitude towards me during the 
past 2 years I have served as Council President.  As 
my term limits have now been reached, this will be 
my last newsletter update. 
 

Respectfully, 
Dave Valleli 
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OUTREACH/SOCIAL MINISTRY 
 

 
BETHEL 

Social Ministry is graciously funded by generous gifts 
and fund raisers throughout the year.  Our team 
carefully and prayerfully discerns which outreach 
ministries and organizations will benefit most by our 
support.  At our December meeting, we voted in 
response to an urgent need of the Dismas House by 
donating $200 towards their “Winter Heat Fund.”  We 
also approved a donation of $200 to ELCA Disaster 
Relief towards their US Wildfire Recovery Program.  
Both donations were set for disbursement in January.  
 
Each year Social Ministry hosts a dinner for the benefit 
of ELCA World Hunger.  Mark your calendars for 
Saturday March 2nd at 5:30 for this year’s free-will 
offering dinner.  We have changed the menu and this 
year we will be having roast pork, potatoes, a vegetable 
and applesauce, as well as dessert.  As in previous years, 
we will be applying for startup money through Thrivent 
Financial.  More information will follow. 
 
We are in the early stages of planning our joint project 
between Social Ministry and the children of our Sunday 
School and Pre-School.  As part of our Lenten devotion, 
we will be distributing coin boxes to our children and 
members of our congregation for donations to benefit 
ELCA Good Gifts.  In the past this project has worked 
well as our children learn the importance of giving while 
helping to decide how the money is spent and how it 
helps lift families across the world from poverty.   
 
Our team has become aware of a non-profit program 
for orphans of an ongoing war in Cameroon.  The 
Chefor’s Foundation, which was founded by Edwin 
Chefor, is rooted in the belief that with God, the 

foundation can make life better for the children, whose 
parents have been killed in the course of the war.  For 
two years, the children have not been able to attend 
school.  The goal of this foundation is to promote the 
learning of a trade in tailoring, poultry farming, pig 
farming, baking, or gardening.   It is anticipated that 
after 6 months running, the project can run itself with 
proceeds from the bakery, farming, gardening, and 
tailoring, eventually making this a self-sustaining 
project.  At this time the needs of the foundation are 
financial.  For more information, please see a member 
of the Social Ministry team or the Pastor.  For more 
information and a better understanding of the war in 
Cameroon and the ongoing genocide you can Google 
Southern Cameroon War. 
 
In January, we asked for items needed by our health 
ministry through the Kindness Tree.  In February we will 
be shifting our focus to items needed for coffee hour.  
Each month we will announce which organizations will 
be represented on the tree as the tags change.  We 
thank all who have generously donated to the needs of 
these various groups and organizations. 
 
If anyone is aware of someone in need, please bring it 
to the attention of Pastor Andrew or a member of our 
Social Ministry or Outreach teams. 
 
“May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, 

who loved us and by his grace gave us eternal 
encouragement and good hope, encourage your hearts 

and strengthen you in every good deed and word.” 
 

2 Thessalonians 2:16-17 

 “ 

. 

 
 

ZION 
Zion has several outreach programs, one of which is 
Kids’ Express.  This is a program for young inner city 
kids.  The program is on Friday evenings at Concordia 

Lutheran Church and starts after school with playtime 
followed with Bible study, worship and the evening 
meal.  There are several churches in the area who 
participate in the program by preparing the evening 
meal.  Zion participates three times—once by the 
Outreach Team, the young Girl Scouts and the 
Council.  The children enjoy the meal and are very 
appreciative.  Each evening has a theme which we try to 
include—it adds to the fun.  Outreach’s theme was duct 
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tape—we wore newspaper hats held together with duct 
tape.  The kids wanted the hats.  Any left over food is 
packaged and sent home with the children.  The people 
providing the meal have indicated they enjoy doing 
it.  It is truly a “feel good” event that makes us 

appreciate our good fortune.     . 
 

IHN GALA 
An Evening of Hope 

Plans are underway for our 2nd Annual Evening of Hope 
which will be held on Saturday, March 2nd, at Temple 
Emmanuel-Sinai, 661 Salisbury Street in Worcester.  We 
have lots of work to do and will need the help of all IHN 
congregations to have a successful event.  We’ll be 
sending emails to give you updates.  First and foremost, 
we hope you’ll consider coming to the event.  It 
promises to be a wonderful night for a wonderful 
cause.  Here are a few things we’ll need your help with. 
 
1)  Save the Date.  Please put a “Save the Date” blurb in 
your congregation’s communication tool to let everyone 
know about the Gala.  Tickets are selling fast so we 
want to make sure those who want to attend our event 
can get tickets.  Tickets are $75 and can be purchased 
online at www.ihnofgreaterworcester.org.  Here is a 
sample blurb for you - please feel free to edit! 
Sample Blurb - Please plan to join us for the 2nd Annual 
Evening of Hope to support IHN!  The event promises to 
be a great evening for a great cause.  We’ll have Small 
Plates with Wine Pairings and a Silent Auction.  Tickets 
are $75 and are available online 
at www.ihnofgreaterworcester.org.  If you are 
interested in helping out with this event, please 
email/call (your congregation’s coordinator/charter 
board member info here).  We appreciate your 
support!  Thank you.    
 
2)  Sponsors.  We are looking for sponsors for our 
event.  We hope your congregation will consider being a 
sponsor.  Additionally, if your congregation has a 
communication tool (a bulletin, online newsletter, etc.), 
please consider asking those that advertise in your 
communication tool if they would consider sponsoring 
our event.  Attached below is the letter describing our 
event to potential sponsors as well as the description of 
sponsorship opportunities.  The sponsorship deadline is 
February 15th.

3)  Silent Auction.  We hope each congregation will 
consider submitting a donation to our Silent Auction at 
the Gala.  Last year, many congregations created 
baskets as a donation.  Some creative baskets included 
a Gardener’s Basket, Taste of New Orleans Basket, 
Birthday Party Basket, Taste of Shrewsbury Basket.  We 
would also love donated items - last year we had a 
beautiful, handmade quilt, sports tickets, etc.  Attached 
below is the Auction Donation Letter, as well as the 
Auction Form for donations. 
 
 We look forward to having a wonderful event- our 
evening will only be a success with your help.  Please 
consider participating in any way that works for you.  If 
you have any questions or concerns, please call us or 
email us below.  Thank you!! 
 

 
Dismas meals are always held on the last Friday of each 
month.   Next meal is February 22nd.   If a volunteer 
would like to prepare a meal it can be done in the 
church kitchen around 4pm.   Volunteers are also 
needed to deliver and share the meal (5:45pm).   Dinner 
is over and hosts usually leave by 6:30. 
 

 
This year LIPY-CM is taking the annual MISSION 

TRIP during the February school vacation week as 
the April school vacation week falls during Holy 
Week. 
 

Our young people will be traveling to Washington, 
DC to advocate for those in need and work at 
various locations to feed and help shelter those in 
need. 
 

Please hold our entire group of 29 in your prayers 
as we prepare and then make our way to/from the 
nation's capital. 
 

http://www.ihnofgreaterworcester.org/
http://www.ihnofgreaterworcester.org/
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ACTIONABLE AFFIRMATIONS FOR THE CHURCH 
 

Over the next few months we will publish the 12 affirmations, developed by an ecumenical body led by The 

Rev. Dr. Eric Elnes, to help our community ponder our faith interactions and Spirit-led direction. 
 

THE PHOENIX AFFIRMATIONS   

The public face of Christianity in America today bears little connection to the historic faith of our 

ancestors. It represents even less our own faith as Christians who continue to celebrate the gifts of our 

Creator, revealed and embodied in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Heartened by our 

experience of the transforming presence of Christ’s Holy Spirit in our world, we find ourselves in a 

time and place where we will be no longer silent. We hereby mark an end to our silence by making the 

following affirmations: 
 

As people who are joyfully and unapologetically Christian, we pledge ourselves completely to the way 
of Love. We work to express our love, as Jesus teaches us, in three ways: by loving God, neighbor, 
and self.  
 

(Matt 22:34-40 // Mk 12:28-31 // Lk 10:25-28; Cf. Deut 6:5; Lev. 19:18) 
 
 

LOVING GOD INCLUDES: 
 

Affirmation 1: Walking fully in the path of Jesus, without denying the legitimacy of other paths God 
may provide humanity;  
Matthew 11:28-29; John 8:12; John 10:16; Mark 9:40 
 

As Christians, we find spiritual awakening, challenge, growth, and fulfillment in Christ’s birth, life, death, and 
resurrection. While we have accepted the Path of Jesus as our Path, we do not deny the legitimacy of other 
paths God may provide humanity. Where possible, we seek lively dialog with those of other faiths for mutual 
benefit and fellowship. 
We affirm that the Path of Jesus is found wherever love of God, neighbor, and self are practiced together. 
Whether or not the path bears the name of Jesus, such paths bear the identity of Christ. 
We confess that we have stepped away from Christ’s Path whenever we have failed to practice love of God, 
neighbor, and self, or have claimed Christianity is the only way, even as we claim it to be our way. 
 

Affirmation 2: Listening for God’s Word which comes through daily prayer and meditation, through 
studying the ancient testimonies which we call Scripture, and through attending to God’s present 
activity in the world;  
2 Timothy 3:16-17; 1 Corinthians 13:12 
 

As Christians, we listen for God’s Word in the living presence of the Holy Spirit, praying every day, and 
discerning God’s present activity in our world. We also study and revere the ancient records which we call 
Scripture, recognizing that they have been formed within distinct historical and cultural contexts, yet have been 
informed by God’s Spirit, which transcends all ages and times. Most of all we seek the meaning of salvation, of 
Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection as it is presented in the Scriptures and discerned in daily life. 
We affirm that the Path of Jesus is found where Christ’s followers engage in daily prayer and meditation, as 
well as personal and community study and interpretation of Scripture, as central ways God’s continuing voice 
is discerned in everyday life. 
We confess that we have moved away from Christ’s Path when we have claimed that God’s Word is restricted 
to that which may be contained in a written document, or that either the recording of God’s Word in Scripture, 
or our interpretation of it, are infallible. Further, we have moved away from the Path when we have allowed the 
mere fact of Scripture’s fallibility, or our own, to dissuade us from seeking God’s Word in Scripture, prayer, and 
reflection on daily life. 
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GRACE MINISTRIES, ELCA – Yoked Communities of Faith and Service 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

"To boldly share God's Love and Grace universally in and through our communities." 
 

VISION STATEMENT 
 

Modeling the welcoming nature of God, we are humbly called and driven by the Spirit to witness, engage and walk with 
each other authentically, as Jesus’ hands and feet, providing spiritual, emotional and physical nourishment. 

 

Through evolving partnerships with ecumenical and other social service organizations we affirm justice and wholeness 
under the “agency of Grace” that feed the needs and hope of all.  

 

 
 

 
 

The Rev. Andrew H. Borden, Pastor 
pastor_andrew.b@verizon.net 

 

Ann Spinner, Parish Administrator 

bethelauburn@verizon.net 

Adam Hanks, Treasurer 
Shannon Papandrea, Sexton 

 

Pam Sutton, Kate Valleli, Garret Peters, Thom Carraher – Christian Education Team 
 
 

Worcester Campus - Zion Lutheran   Auburn Campus - Bethel Lutheran 
                                              41 Whitmarsh Avenue, 01606                           90 Bryn Mawr Avenue, 01501 
                                                      Office: 508-853-2009                                        Office: 508-832-3427 
 

                           The-Community-of-Zion-Lutheran-Worcester.org                BethelAuburnELCA.org 
 

                                                Organist – Karen Couturier                 Principal Organist/Choral Director – Brenda Salvi 
                                           Choral/Bell Director – Sally Bond    Associate Organist/Choral Director – Lois Toeppner, Deacon 
                                                  President – David Valleli                                  President – Grover Gentry 
 

                                Forward Leadership Team:  Dave Valleli, Roberta Briggs, Stephanie Harms, Adam Hanks and Pastor  
                             Accountability Team:  Jennifer Courtney, Linda Kikutis Kropp, Donna Hayes, Joan Parker and Janet Johnson 

 

Yoke Council 
Co Presidents Grover Gentry (Bethel) & TBA (Zion) Secretary – Stephanie Harms (Zion) TBA (Bethel) 

 

Bethel Congregation Council 
EXECUTIVE TEAM: President - Grover Gentry Vice President – Dave Sutton Secretary – TBA 

Kathleen Legg, Leanne Carraher, Maire Sturdevant, Preston Sturdevant, Doris Belk, Roberta Briggs 
 

Functional Units 
Social Ministry – Marie Sturdevant & Judy Sampson 

Finance Team – Lisa Ferreira, Chair  Worship & Music Committee – Joan Parker, Chair 
Property Team – TBD                      Altar Guild – Leanne Carraher, Chair 

Adult Forum, Roberta Briggs 
 

Preschool 
Preschool Director – Bev Sampson 508-832-9411 Bethel_preschool_auburn@outlook.com 

Teachers, Karen Borden, Shannon Papandrea, Teachers Aide, Kim Capaldi 
 

Zion Congregation Council 
EXECUTIVE TEAM: President – David Valleli Vice President – Katherine Mangsen Secretary – Stephanie Harms 

Kristin White, Nancy Hallstrom, Bruce Blomgren, Will Toombs, Jack Valleli 
 

Functional Units 
Outreach Ministry Team – Ingrid Lawrence/Jean Harger, co-Chairs 

Adult Forum – Dave Valleli  
Altar Guild – Virginia Carlson, Chair 

 

A RECONCILING IN CHRIST SYNOD 
 

 

 

mailto:bethelauburn@verizon.net
mailto:Bethel_preschool_auburn@outlook.com
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