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NEWSLETTER SEPTEMBER 2018                              TIME  SENSITIVE 

 

                                PLEASE DO NOT DELAY 

 
 

Our lives are formed by Word and 

Sacrament, and we gather as the beloved 

children of God around the means of grace 

where our lives are in Christ. 
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PASTOR’S CORNER 
 

Who to believe? 

One of my pastoral colleagues reported to 

our weekly Pericope (text study group) a 

disturbing current trend; people of color 

being harassed simply for being present in 

one location or another. 

Such as the African-American student sitting 

on the lawn at MIT and a call being made to 

911 reporting something to the effect of 

“This person does not look right in that 

setting.” 

Or the family that popped into a chain 

sandwich shop for a meal while on vacation, 

only to have a worker call the police to 

report the presence of people they felt might 

rob the store. 

Authorities had to respond in both cases and 

the result is now part of the public record. 

These reprehensible mistreatments of fellow 

sisters and brothers deny our actual kinship 

and dishonor the Creator of us all and the 

family established on this planet: validated 

science has PROVEN that all people living 

and dead come from one mother, DNA from 

EVERYWHERE on this planet from MANY 

ages has been studied and conclusions 

verified in multiple independent programs 

(see my book list elsewhere in the 

newsletter for titles of some works that shed 

light on this topic). 

Many countries have made great progress 

over the last few decades in reorienting 

myth concerning primacy of one race over 

another towards equality. However, a cancer 

has reared its ugly head again here on 

planet earth and attached itself to the 

present time, disorienting the mindset of 

many concerning equality and justice for all. 

The young and all with impressionable 

minds are being confronted too-often with 

decisions about attitudes/orientations they 

see and hear being played out; which is right 

versus which is wrong. 

The bible is full of stories reporting one 

group lifting up their primacy over another. 

And the canon is full of denunciation of 

those acts. 

For example, within the Old Testament it is 

reported how original Israel at one point 

invited ALL non-Hebrews into the faith and 

traditions, and generally respecting the 

“other.” 

The work of Jesus’ ministry is inclusion of 

ALL into the sheep-fold of believers; even 

those not following Hebraic or emerging 

Christ(ian) understanding: working to unite 

ALL the children of God. 

When stories come “alive” in the media and 

people representing what should be 

positions of discernment, fairness and 

justice fail to respond and denounce hatred 
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and racist attitudes, the impressionable are 

left wondering “Who to believe?” and could 

likely follow leading example(s) not adhering 

to Grace and Mercy-orientedness. 

The blending of races in close societal 

settings introduces opportunities for cross-

pollinization of our respective strengths and 

with an open mind and generous heart help 

weed out our weaknesses. 

As followers of Jesus’ WAY, may our 

witness, how we speak and act, leave no 

doubt as to the primacy of God and the 

sacredness of the human family as a whole. 

May we be willing to meet injustice and 

disrespect of “other” with Grace and Mercy 

oriented push-back that leads to 

reassessment and acceptance of unity on 

the part of the confused and racist-oriented. 

In Christ’s name ☩ 

Pastor Andrew 

 
SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARY 

 

Zion 
David & Kate Valleli – 09/02 

 

Bethel 
Ken & Mary Johnson - 09/07 

Christine & Arthur Belmonte - 09/14 
Bill & Miimi Bylund - 09/18 

Louise Klaven & David Naugle - 09/19 
Kirsten & Steven DuHamel - 09/22 

Doug & Kim Hanks - 09/24 
Karen & Jim Baril - 09/26 

RECONCILING IN CHRIST 

BETHEL DISCUSSION MEETING 

Bethel’s Council voted earlier this year to 

explore the opportunity to become a 

Reconciling in Christ (RIC) congregation of 

the ELCA.  

On Wednesday evening, September 19th at 

7PM, an hour-long opportunity to explore 

this privilege for welcoming will take place in 

the sanctuary on the Auburn campus. 

RIC communities represent an openness to 

the full-spectrum of ethnicity, sexual and 

gender orientation, providing sanctuary 

space for all people; truly representing 

Jesus’ Way that “All are welcome here!” 

The New England Synod is an RIC Synod of 

the ELCA and Zion became an RIC 

congregation in 2014. There are currently 

825 RIC parishes across the country, 

another 398 in discernment, 23 in MA alone! 

We will discuss the biblical narrative as it 

pertains to the topic, listen to and hear all 

commentary as it pertains to the subject 

matter at hand. 

Pending the outcome of the discussion 

another meeting may be scheduled. A vote 

to become an RIC congregation may take 

place either at a special session to be 

called, or held at the 2019 annual meeting. 
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Get ready for the 2018 Harvest Fair which will be 

held on Saturday, November 3rd at Bethel.  Members 

of Bethel and Zion are joining together for the first 

time this year.  We have been meeting this summer 

to begin planning this event.  Future daytime and 

evening meetings will be announced.  We will be 

keeping with the traditions of our fair with the 

“White Elephant Room,” Bake Shoppe, Linen Table, 

Tea Room, Book Sale, Men’s Club Table, and 

Luncheon.  In addition, Bethel and Zion will have 

tables with their items and crafts prepared by 

members of each campus. 

This year we will have a table represented by RAW 

(Refugee Artisans of Worcester).  RAW is a non-

profit project dedicated to assisting refugee artisans 

in Worcester through the display and sale of their 

unique artwork and cultural crafts, helping these 

new Americans financially, and moving towards self-

sufficiency.  

Please join in the planning by attending a meeting or 

offering your assistance the day of the fair.  There is 

much work to be done and many hands are needed 

to make this fair both fun and successful.  As we get 

closer to the day of the fair, we will be asking for 

donations of usable second-hand items for the 

White Elephant.  We will not be accepting 

electronics, computers or televisions.  We will need 

people to help plan, set up, clean up, bake, and help 

during the day of the fair.  Maybe you have a craft 

you want to teach to a group or contribute to the 

fair.  All your gifts of time, talent and abilities are 

both welcome and appreciated.  For more 

information, see Judy Sampson or Marie Sturdevant 

at Bethel and Ingrid Lawrence or Karen Hakala at 

Zion. 

PRAYER LIST 
Bethel – Pat Bean - Phil Becker -  Karen 
Carlson -  Liesl Voosen Fields - Grover Gentry – 
Mary Johnson, Tina Krol -  Bill Lewis - Eric 
Lewis - Tracy McLean – Mike Pickett 
 

Zion - Ruth Swan -- Howard Rockdale -  Karin 
Tortelotte - Lucas Olivieri - Mindy Baez - Betty 
Nielson - Dylan Broden - Henry Hirvi - Mildred 
Lindblad - Karen Hopkins - Pastor Katrina 
Grusell  Tracy McLean 
 

Have you engaged with the prayer wall? 
 

 

Doris Brick 
c/o Oakdale Nursing & Rehab. 
76 No. Main St., W. Boylston, MA 01583 
 

Nancy Person, Audrey Sturdevant 
c/o Overlook Masonic Health Center 
88 Masonic Home Rd., Charlton, MA 01507 
 

Jeff Moody 
c/o Sandalwood Care & Rehabilitation Center 
3 Pine Street, Oxford, MA 01540 
 

Delores Bengtsson, Harold Johnson, Robert 
Townsend, Wilson McIlvaine 
c/o Millbury Heath Care Center 
312 Millbury Street, Millbury, MA 01527 
 

Mildred Lindblad 
c/o Knowlwood Nursing Center 
87 Briarwood Circle, Worcester, Ma 01606 
 

Henry Hirvi, Dot Reid 
c/o Lutheran Rehabilitation & Skilled Care 
Center 
20 Harvard Street, Worcester, MA 01609 
 

May Jacobson  
c/o Briarwood Continuing Care Retirement 
Center 
68 Briarwood Circle, Worcester, MA 01606 
 

Shirley Cummins 
c/o Goddard House 
1199 Main Street, Worcester, MA 01603 
 

Ethel Fortier 
c/o Sterling Village Nursing & Rehab. 
18 Dana Hill Road, Sterling, MA 01564 
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 2018 
 

Zion 
David Valleli – 09/02 
Jaime Kach – 09/06 

Philip Buckley – 09/09 
Joshua Sundquist – 09/09 

Julie Sundquist – 09/09 
Tina Henry – 09/10 

David Berglund – 09/17 
Lynne Farsi – 09/17 

Christopher Bowen – 09/18 
Richard Harms – 09/17 

Derek Fountaine – 09/24 
Jerrilyn Mitchner – 09/26 
Cynthia Safstrom – 09/26 
Linda Bergman – 09/27 
Birgit Koppetsch – 09/27 
Stephanie Harms – 09/28 
Jenna Mangsen – 09/30 

 
Bethel 

Anderson Zifcak - 09/06 
Arthur Belmonte - 09/08 
Sherry Gaspar - 09/09 

Harold Johnson Jr. - 09/09 
Alice Nobert - 09/09 
Timothy Baril - 09/12 

Christine Gagnon - 09/13 
Norah Marley - 09/13 
Nancy Berube - 09/17 
Cheryl Cronin - 09/20 

Kenneth Gaumond - 09/20 
Ruth Thompson - 09/22 

Henry Lewis - 09/26 
Preston Sturdevant - 09/27 

William Wright - 09/29 
 

 
Eva Hirvi 

Lois Chinigo 
Kenneth & Shirley Wagner 
John & Mary Ellen Kilcoyne 

Ruth Denman 
Donald Leombruno 

Susan Warner 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Warner 

Debra Rantala 
Phyllis Elolampi 
Robert Beldan 

Carl Hanson Jr. 
Karlyn Janson 

Donald & Margit Olson 
Ingrid Lawrence 
Karen Hakala 

Nancy Hallstrom 
Aino Backstrand & Family 

 

Bruno Koppetsch 
Ingrid Lawrence 
Edith Koppetsch 

 

Fran Gadde 
Stephen & Jennifer Johnson 

 
 

ADDITIONAL GRADUATE 
 

High School 
 

Jennifer Berglund 
graduated from 
Wachusetts Regional High 
School and will be 
attending UMass Amherst 
in the fall in the business 
program. 
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Thank you to Russell & Mary Carlson, former 
members of Zion that moved to Florida for their 
generous donation for the new boilers that are 
needed. 
 

Zion Lutheran Church 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
A sincere than you for all of your prayers, cards 
and visits during the past few months.  On 
Monday, 18 June, I experienced two serious 
falls at my home, followed by two days in 
hospital, and 11 days at The Care One 
Rehabilitation Centre in Millbury.  The doctors 
were at first puzzled by the sudden onset of 
balance and stability issue which stared in mid-
April.  They concluded that the likely cause was 
a mini-stroke, so there are some neurological 
issue to be checked out. 
 

As progressing intentional Christians, we believe 
in the working of the Holy Spirit, and in our 
loving, forgiving and transforming God, revealed 
to us by our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  
God’s great love for us is beyond all imagination, 
and his presence in our live is constant. 
 

I believe that God sometimes put us into 
situations that test our faith and patience.  This 
testing does have the result of strengthening our 
faith and resolve, I am looking forward to 
improved heath so that I may be able to 
complete my four history research projects. 
 

May God’s grace and peace be with you. 
 

Phil Becker 
 

 

Thank you so much to everyone with helping with 

our week at IHN!  We received well over our 
goal amount of $300 for the week in gift cards. 
We received Approx $500 in gift cards and cash. 
I say approx. because some drift in thru others 
without my knowledge. Plus a 4th of July cook 
out. Plus diapers. Plus 3 new people to IHN got 
to experience it. PLUS a new baby Boy! Conner! 
Weighing in at whopping 5.8 pounds! He was a 

little anxious to join us and came a little 
premature. (no worries the Mom was already in 
the hospital for a couple of weeks because he 
was in such a hurry to get here!) Please keep 
him in your prayers. Being a premie they can 
have other issues. His has been keeping his 
temperature up. So keep warm thoughts going 
out to him. 
 

 You may remember my story of the Dad who 
would walk from June street to Union station at 
4:00am and then take a train to Waltham and 
then the T or buses to his work and then do the 
same thing at the end of the day and not get 
home until 8 or 9 at night. Not seeing his little 
boy on work days. Being exhausted on the days 
he didn’t work and trying to help around the 
shelter by fixing things. They got an apartment 
right next to where he works. The expense of 
traveling to his job alone, will be a great relief to 
this family. And he will have more family time in 
raising his boy.  They should be moving into 
their new home September 1st. 
 

We survived another hot and humid week at 
IHN. There will be more opportunities to 
volunteer. There are more open weeks coming. 
There is always a need and always something to 
do at IHN. If you are handy around the house 
there are always repairs and painting and other 
things to do. 
 

 Thank you so much for all that you do for this 
organization. A moment of your time can impact 
a lifetime to others. A little kindness goes a long 
way! 
 

Thank you! 
Debbie Engvall 
 

 

Dear Friends at Zion! 
 

We would like to thank you for your sympathy 
cards, your thoughtfulness and your support 
meant so much to us. 
 

Our deepest thanks, and may God bless you. 
 

Love Birgit, Karsten and Edith 
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Dear Pastor Borden, 
 

We would like to thank you for officiating Bruno’s 
funeral service. Your words, truly honored 
Bruno’s life and legacy. 
 

We appreciate your support during our time of 
grief. 
 

Our deepest thanks 
 

Love, Brigit, Karsten & Edith 
 
 

 

On behalf of all of us at Abby’s House, we want 
to thank you for your generous contribution of 
food for our lunch program and food party. 
 

Your continued support is so appreciated. 
 

Jean Anger 
 

 

TRAINING OPPORTUNITY 
If you’ve ever wondered if you could help on 
Sunday morning, serving at worship, here is 
your opportunity to find out.  A training session 
will be held on Sunday September 30 at 
11:45am.  The Pastor and others will be 
available to explain and “walk you through” the 
various roles that are needed each week to help 
the service go smoothly (i.e. Worship Assistant, 
Communion Assistant, Acolyte, Reader, Usher, 
Greeter).  Information will also be provided for 
coffee servers (making coffee, baking, coffee 
cleanup).   
 
COME ~ LISTEN ~ LEARN  You might just find 

something you want to do to help during the 

service and enhance your worship experience.  

BETHEL’S COUNCIL CONNECTION 
Well here we are in meteorological Fall and Labor 
Day!  Later this month is the true beginning of Fall - - 
a favorite season for many New Englanders!!  Trees 
will be changing colors.  Weather will be changing to 
a cooler pattern after a very hot summer.  Although 
the calendar and the weather says “Fall”, at Bethel it 
will be more like “Spring”!! 
 

During the summer, we still worshipped at Sunday 
and Wednesday services, celebrated several 
baptisms, had kids attend residential programs at 
Camp Calumet.  But, September marks the “SPRING” 
of the year here at Bethel.  Rally Sunday is fast 
approaching! Our growing Sunday School is 
beginning anew!  Confirmation classes return!  Adult 
Education will be back!  Our choir and bell choir will 
return and provide beautiful music to enhance our 
Sunday Services! 
 

Other upcoming activities include Council Meeting 
on Monday September 10th, Men’s Group Dinner 
and DOLs on Tuesday September 11th.  Looking a 
little further, in October we will be providing 10,000 
meals in our meal line in the parish hall.  Please plan 
on assisting in whatever way that you are able: 
donations to help cover the $2599 needed to 
provide these meals, your help in loading and 
uploading the vehicles, your time and help in 
packaging the meals.  Thank you in advance!! 
 

Looking out a little further, our church fair is in the 
serious planning stages.  Please see Marie or Judy if 
you are able to help in any way, or if you have any 
items to donate.  For our Men’s Group food table 
and the cafeteria, so far, Bill Connor is bring  the 
great cheese that we always have; I will be making 
my corn chowder, I will help find a good provider of 
the ever popular half sour pickles.  Anyone else who 
wishes to bring food for the luncheon, please let 
Adam or me know.  Thanks 
 

At Bethel, we have always been a warm and 
welcoming congregation of people!  I am hoping and 
praying that we continue to welcome and expand 
our warmth to any new member or visitors, to truly 
get to know them and let them know that we will 
always be here to support them!! 
 

Prayerfully, 
Grover Gentry, Congregation Council President 
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ZION’S COUNCIL NOTES 
 

I hope everyone has had a restful and fun summer 
and is ready to get back into the normal rhythm of 
things at the Zion campus.  As always, there is plenty 
going on in our community of Grace! 
 

Council has enjoyed the traditional August break from 
the monthly meeting, but has remained active in the 
management of the many things needing our 
attention.   Our next meeting will be 9/13/2018. 
 

1) The replacement of the boilers remain at the 

top of our list of needed building repairs.  

Donations continue to come in, and we have 

a very generous donor who will match, dollar 

for dollar, donations up to $5000 and even 

potentially more.  Any funds that we cannot 

raise will likely need to be supplanted by a 

loan from the ELCA.  We will need to hold a 

special congregational meeting to approve 

the funds.  We are looking to hold this 

meeting in late September, so please keep 

an eye out for a notice.  We do need a 

quorum to vote. 

2) Significant work was done on the church 

grounds; trimming, weeding, removing 

invasive plants, and putting down a fresh 

layer of mulch.  It has really spruced up the 

curb appeal.  Hopefully the grounds look as 

warm and inviting as the congregants do! 

3) We are excited to host another meal line with 

End Hunger NE, at the Bethel campus on 

October 14th.  If you haven’t participated 

before, this is a rewarding and fun way to 

spend a few hours, putting together pre-

packaged meals for those in need.  Details to 

be forthcoming.  We are responsible for 

funding the supplies, so donations are 

needed. 

4) As always, supplies are needed for the 

Homeless Care kits – wet wipes, snacks, 

toothbrushes and toothpaste, socks and hats 

are the most needed items. 

5) The next Coffee with Council will be on 

Sunday 9/2/18.  If you have questions, 

concerns, or ideas for the Zion campus, 

please stop in to share them with us! 

6) You may have noticed that there have been 
some minor changes with the Ushers at the 
start of service.  At Synod’s recommendation 
and the council’s approval we have 
implemented some basic building security 
measures.  Ushers are asked to lock the 
Chapel door, and the handicap lift door at the 

start of service to reduce the points of entry 
to the building.  The ushers will remain at the 
rear of the Sanctuary during the service to 
ensure help is available for the lift if needed, 
and help welcome any late-comers to the 
service.  We truly appreciate the role the 
Ushers serve.   Thank you. 
 

Have a fun Labor Day and hope to see you all at 
worship! 
 

Respectfully, 
Dave Valleli 

 
Forward Leadership and Accountability Teams 
1) The Forward Leadership and Accountability 

teams have enjoyed a brief break over the 

summer, and are looking forward to the next 

seminar “Community Engagement” coming up 

on September 22nd.  Our last meeting was on 

July 1st, and we had some very good 

conversations going around the table. 

a. The groups are still working on an Elder 

Feeding program, looking at ways to 

advertise to the Greendale community 

that our building is available to host a 

program.  We need to find around 20 

people over 60 that are interested.  Elder 

Services of Worcester would supply the 

meals; we would just have to provide the 

space and helping hands.   

b. The Accountability Team at Zion will be 

working on sprucing up the bulletin 

boards, focusing on the current activities 

and work that we are doing.  Some of the 

outdated information has been filed 

away, and there is now space to show off 

our hands and feet at work! 

c. The group is also working on some ideas 

to ensure the community knows they are 

welcomed to any events, and certainly to 

worship with us at any time. 
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OUTREACH/SOCIAL MINISTRY 
Reaching out to a world in need 

 

 
BETHEL 

Members of our congregations of Grace Ministries have 
been busy this summer reaching out and helping to 
feed the hungry and providing the shelter of God’s 
Grace and Mercy to the homeless and those 
marginalized by our society.  On July 1st, Grace 
Ministries began its sponsor week at the June Street 
home for INTERFAITH HOSPITALITY NETWORK.  Thank 
you to all those who helped with evening and overnight 
coverage and to those who provided gift cards and 
items needed for the families. 
 
On Sunday July 15th, members from Bethel assembled 
before worship to prepare 60 bag lunches to be 
distributed to the congregation of WORCESTER 
FELLOWSHIP.  The members of this congregation range 
from homeless teens, entire families, veterans, the 
homeless and addicted adults in the Worcester area. 
Bethel, together with two other area churches, 
provided lunches, served the members of the 
Worcester Fellowship congregation and assisted in the 
worship service.  Through seed money provided by 
Thrivent Financial, we purchased sandwich meat and 
cheese, peanut butter and jelly, drinks, fruit cups and 
cookies.  We also provided socks and personal items.  
Thank you to all who helped with this special service. 
 
We wish to thank all who have donated school supplies 
for the children through AUBURN YOUTH AND FAMILY 
SERVICES. 
 
Coming up in the fall, we are planning to form a team 
for the WALK TO END ALZHEIMER’S.  This event will be 
held on Sunday, September 23rd at Quinsigamond 
Community College.  To donate go to 
http://act.alz.org/site/TR?fr_id=11269&pg=team&team
_id=500400 
On Sunday, October 14 we are planning a food 
packaging event with END HUNGER NE. Information will 
follow with a date and details for the AUBURN WALK 
FOR HUNGER. 
  

God’s Peace be with you. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

http://act.alz.org/site/TR?fr_id=11269&pg=team&team_id=500400
http://act.alz.org/site/TR?fr_id=11269&pg=team&team_id=500400
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ZION 
We hope everyone enjoyed the summer and is 
ready to engage in the various outreach 
programs.  Zion’s longest running outreach 
program is Food for Abby’s House.  Food is 
delivered to the shelter on the last Sunday of the 
month by two sets of people on alternating 
months.  We are always warmly greeted by Abby’s 
with much appreciation.  Abby’s House shelters 
homeless women and provides help for them to 
prepare for employment and become self-
sufficient.  Food donations help to provide healthy 
meals, not only to their residents, but walk-ins who 
are in need.  Who can function well when 
hungry?  You can contribute to this program by 
bringing non-perishable food to church on 
Sundays.  There are bins in the donations area for 
collecting the food. 
  
We are still gathering donations of good used 
clothing for the Veteran’s Shelter.  Clothes for 
women veterans may be taken to the Shelter on 
Grove Street as they deliver them to the Women’s 
Shelter at a different location.  There are bins in 
the donations area for the veteran’s needs. 
  
Clothing for men, women and children and other 
items (check the list on the St. Pauly’s Shed) can be 
put into the shed.  It is picked up frequently by 
St.Pauly’s and Zion will receive a monetary 
donation from St. Pauly’s. 
  
Used eyeglasses can also be brought in.  They are 
delivered to the Lions’ Club or Eyeglass 
professionals for their work in poor countries. 

 
 

Dismas dinners are scheduled for the last Friday of each 
month.   Anyone is invited to prepare, donate, serve 
and/or dine with the residents.   Dinner is served at 
6pm 
 

Friday, Sept. 28th 
                Friday, October 26th 
                Friday, November 30th 
                Friday, December 28th 
 

Contact any Social Ministries member for details  
if you can help out.  
 
Dismas items needed are coffee mugs, twin sheets 
and pillow cases.  Used sheets and pillow cases 
OK  if in good condition.   Items can be left in 
Narthex in marked box. 
 

 

HOMELESS CARE KITS 
 

As we travel around the city and surrounding 

towns, most all of us encounter those struggling 

with homelessness and joblessness asking for 

assistance at many traffic islands. 

 
 

Below is a listing of items recommended that we 

will be asking our community to donate throughout 

the year. 
 

Socks, gloves, granola bars, vitamin enhanced 

water/sports drinks, combs, large Ziploc storage 

bags, blank 4” x 6” card stock, gum, soap, lotion, 

nail clippers, hand warmers, trail mix, 

toothbrushes, toothpaste 
 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwixp_zs6vbQAhWD4CYKHcklAesQjRwIBw&url=http://www.wanderlyn.com/random-acts-of-kindness/&psig=AFQjCNEq6m5QineiFNMkr-2IdB77iGLDGQ&ust=1481913097782812
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LOOKING FOR A GROUP OF 

LUTHERANS TO MEET WITH AND 

SHARE SOME EXPERIENCES AND 

HAVE FUN? 
 

AS A SHARED MINISTRY WITH BETHEL/ZION, 
WHY NOT GIVE ONE OF THE FOLLOWING A 

TRY? 
 

MEN’S GROUP 
On Tuesday, September 11

th
 the Men's Group 

will be gathering for food and 
fellowship @ 6PM. Fish 

Chowder, corn bread and other 
yummy food will be the meal.  Bill 
Connor will be the chef.  Cost to be determined 

at the door.  Proceeds will benefit our Camp 
Calumet Scholarship Fund.  Please sign-up in 

the Narthex or call the church office! 
 

WOMEN’S: DOLs 
(Dine Out Ladies) 

Tuesday, September 11th @ 6PM 
Tavern in the Square, 193 Boston Turnpike 

Lakeway Commons, Shrewsbury.  Meet at the 
restaurant - each person is responsible for the 

cost of their meal.  Sign up in the Narthex or call 
the Bethel Office.   

 

“BOOKIES” Book Club 
Next meeting is Monday September 

10th.   Meeting will be at Green Hill Park, 11:00 
meet at Pavillion with lunch to follow at Grille on 
the Hill.   The book to be discussed is “The Hidden 

Life of Trees” by Peter Wohlleben.   Discoveries 
from a secret world....what trees feel and how they 

communicate.    All are welcome.   Since this 
includes lunch, reservations will be needed so 
contact Jackie Walsh or Leanne Carraher if you 

would like to join us. 
Books and dates coming up:     
Monday, October 15th...... 
.”My Brilliant Friend” by Elena Ferrante 
Monday November 26th.... 
”Manhattan Beach” by Jennifer Egan 
Most meetings are at 2:00 but the time can be 
changed when needed. 

Ringer Notes 
 

Bells of Bethel News 
 

“Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands.  

Serve the Lord with gladness: come before [the 

Lord’s] presence with singing.” (Psalm 100 – KJV) 

The Bells of Bethel are 

gearing up for the 

upcoming ringing season! 

We held a successful 

workshop/open house on 

August 12th and we are 

excited to announce one 

(or two) past ringers will be 

rejoining us in addition to a new ringer! There is still 

time if anyone else would like to try ringing. You 

can drop in at any rehearsal. There is no 

commitment. Rehearsals will take place upstairs in 

our Practice Room on Thursdays 5:30-6:55 

(starting September 13th) and Sundays for about 

an hour after the late service (started August 19th). 

We are also working with Christian Education and 

Social Ministry to create two areas where you can 

find news and information about the Bells of Bethel 

and all other aspects of Bethel’s Music ministry. 

These areas will be located in the office lobby and 

the Narthex. 

Fundraising efforts are ongoing to purchase new 

updated equipment to replace our existing worn out 

equipment.  New tables have been purchased and 

are now in use.  We are planning additional Fall 

fundraisers.  Announcements with details will be 

forthcoming.  

Blessings+, 
Adam Hanks 
Director 

Ringers: Pam Sutton, Ann Hanks, Lauren 

Kneeland, Roberta Briggs, Jackie Walsh 

Part-Time/Substitute Ringer: Brenda Salvi 
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BOOKS ON FAITH AND THE CHURCH 

There are lots of titles on the bookshelves and floating around Amazon and other sites. Some are 

better than others, some are just terrible. 

As your pastor, I do my fair share in being informed and keeping up with publications. I thought I’d 

share some info that might be helpful in filling out a reading list, in no particular order: 

Take this bread, (The Rev.) Sara Miles, Ballantine Books, 2007  

> a story about radical conversion that led to priesthood 

Christianity after Religion, Diana Butler Bass, 2012, Harper One  

> the end of church and the birth of a new spiritual awakening 

What we talk about when we talk about God, (The Rev.) Rob Bell, 2013, Harper One  

> how is God described, defined? 

Revelation of the Magi, Brent landeau, 2010, Harper One  

> an ancient text lost in the Vatican Archives giving us an alternate tale  

concerning the Magi 

Gifts of the Dark Wood, (The Rev. Dr.) Eric Elnes, 2015, Abingdon Press  

> seven blessings for soulful skeptics 

A New Kind of Christianity, Brian McLaren, 2010, Harper One  

> ten questions that are transforming the faith 

Paradoxy, (The Rev.) Ken Howard, 2010, Paraclete Press  

> creating Christian community beyond us and them 

Pastrix, (The Rev.) Nadia Bolz Weber, 2013, Jericho Books  

> the cranky, beautiful faith of a sinner and saint 

What is the bible, (The Rev.) Rob Bell, 2017, Harper One  

> how an ancient library of poems, letters, and stories can transform the way you think and feel 

about everything 

Emergence Christianity, Phyllis Tickle, 2012, Baker Books  

> What it is, where it is going, why it matters 

The Language of God, Francis S. Collins, 2006, Free Press  

> a scientist presents evidence for belief 

The Seven Daughters of Eve, Bryan Sykes, 2001, Norton & Company  

> the science that reveals our genetic ancestry 
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GRACE MINISTRIES, ELCA – Yoked Communities of Faith and Service 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

"To boldly share God's Love and Grace universally in and through our communities." 
 

VISION STATEMENT 
 

Modeling the welcoming nature of God, we are humbly called and driven by the Spirit to witness, engage and walk with 
each other authentically, as Jesus’ hands and feet, providing spiritual, emotional and physical nourishment. 

 

Through evolving partnerships with ecumenical and other social service organizations we affirm justice and wholeness 
under the “agency of Grace” that feed the needs and hope of all.  

 

 
 

 
 

The Rev. Andrew H. Borden, Pastor 
pastor_andrew.b@verizon.net 

 

Ann Spinner, Parish Administrator 

bethelauburn@verizon.net 

Jim Gardner, Sexton 

 
 

Worcester Campus - Zion Lutheran   Auburn Campus - Bethel Lutheran 
                                              41 Whitmarsh Avenue, 01606                           90 Bryn Mawr Avenue, 01501 
                                                      Office: 508-853-2009                                        Office: 508-832-3427 
 

                           The-Community-of-Zion-Lutheran-Worcester.org                BethelAuburnELCA.org 
 

                                                Organist – Karen Couturier                 Principal Organist/Choral Director – Brenda Salvi 
                                           Choral/Bell Director – Sally Bond    Associate Organist/Choral Director – Lois Toeppner, Deacon 
                                                  President – David Valleli                                  President – Grover Gentry 
 

                                Forward Leadership Team:  Dave Valleli, Roberta Briggs, Stephanie Harms, Adam Hanks and Pastor  
                             Accountability Team:  Jennifer Courtney, Linda Kikutis Kropp, Donna Hayes, Joan Parker and Janet Johnson 

 

Yoke Council 
Co Presidents Grover Gentry (Bethel) & David Valleli (Zion) Secretary – Stephanie Harms (Zion) Cate Spanos (Bethel) 

 

Bethel Congregation Council 
EXECUTIVE TEAM: President - Grover Gentry Vice President – Dave Sutton Secretary – Cate Spanos 

Interim Treasurer – Adam Hanks 
Kathleen Legg, Leanne Carraher, Maire Sturdevant, Preston Sturdevant, Doris Belk, Phil Becker 

 

Functional Units 
Social Ministry – Marie Sturdevant & Judy Sampson 

Finance Team – Lisa Ferreira, Chair  Worship & Music Committee – Joan Parker, Chair 
Property Team – Dave Sutton, Chair                      Altar Guild – Leanne Carraher, Chair 

 

Preschool 

Preschool Director – Bev Sampson 508-832-9411 Bethel_preschool_auburn@outlook.com 
 

Zion Congregation Council 
EXECUTIVE TEAM: President – David Valleli Vice President – Katherine Mangsen Secretary – Stephanie Harms 

Treasurer – Laura Blomgren 
Kristin White, Nancy Hallstrom, Bruce Blomgren, Will Toombs, Jack Valleli 

 

Functional Units 
Outreach Ministry Team – Ingrid Lawrence/Jean Harger, co-Chairs 

Sunday School – Dave & Kate Valleli  
Audit Team – Laura Blomgren, Chair 
Altar Guild – Virginia Carlson, Chair 

 

 

A RECONCILING IN CHRIST SYNOD 
 

 

mailto:bethelauburn@verizon.net
mailto:Bethel_preschool_auburn@outlook.com
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Worshipping in Song 
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Worshipping in Song 
Another September is upon us, and that means it's time for our choirs to start up again, and we would love to 
welcome more voices! No experience is necessary - although a desire to sing and a sense of humor are 
certainly helpful! Choir rehearsals will be held on Thursday evenings from 7:00-8:30pm upstairs in the choir 
room and will begin on September 6. If you're thinking about giving choir a try, come join us for singing, 
fellowship, and food at our Open Rehearsal on Thursday, September 13 at 7:00pm.  
 

Our children will be rehearsing each Sunday morning from 9:00-9:15 to prepare for singing during occasional 
Sunday services and for holidays. We also welcome instrumentalists and vocal soloists for occasional 
performances. Please consider see me after one of the Sunday services if you're interested in sharing your 
musical gifts in worship! 
 

Many thanks, 
Brenda Salvi 
Principal Organist/Choral Director 

 

ELCA Facts 
As of December 31, 2016, there were 3,563,842 baptized members in the ELCA. There were 9,252 
congregations organized in 65 synods in nine geographic regions. 

The ELCA is a diverse church body, becoming more so every day. This church is committed to growing 
in diversity and strengthening its global, ecumenical and interfaith relationships around the world.  

ELCA congregations are led by gifted men and women who have been called by God to serve their 
community. The ELCA calls both women and men to serve as pastors and lay rostered leaders. Here 
are some facts about ELCA leaders:  

As of September 15, 2017, there were 17,460 leaders on the ELCA roster including 1,228 Ministers of 
Word and Service and 16,232 Ministers of Word and Sacrament. In 2017, nearly 27 percent of clergy 
on the ELCA roster were women. In the ELCA’s seven seminaries, the numbers of women and men 
preparing for ministry are about equal.  

About 86 percent of ordained women and 83 percent of ordained men are actively serving in 
congregations.  

The ELCA offers opportunities for Lutheran education at every level and considers education as an 
important part of our calling. We offer quality education at every level through our institutions. In 
addition to the eight ELCA seminaries and two seminary extension centers, there are 26 colleges and 
universities, 50 or more lifelong learning programs, 14 high schools, 296 elementary schools, 1,573 
early childhood programs, 145 camp and retreat centers serving 450,000 annually. 

The ELCA is committed to making the world a more just and peaceful place to live. Through programs, 

ministries and partnerships ELCA congregations, synods and the churchwide organization work every 

day to address inequities in political, economic and social systems and to end conflict and violence all 

over the world. We are a church that believes God is calling us into the world – together. This is 

Christ’s church. There is a place for you here. 
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