through our RIC Central MA campuses

Love is spoken here! Be the living Eucharist!

All are welcome here!
This church and this altar belong to God, and not to us. All people are welcome to participate in every aspect of
our worship, including our open table for the Eucharist. We are honored by your presence this day and hope
you find peace and refreshment as we celebrate the extravagant love of God, as followers of the Way of Jesus.

Nativity of our Lord – December 24th, 2020
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us in community as people of the Way.

PRELUDE
CALL TO WORSHIP
The assembly stands to collectively center for worship and contemplate God’s graciousness.

The impossible happened – God in the flesh coming to earth to be with us!
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
All living as in deep darkness, on them the light shines!
We celebrate the evening when creation stood still and held its breath, for God was doing the most
unbelievable, dangerous thing.
This is the evening when God embraced humanity from the inside, as one of us,
from birth to death.
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, full of grace and truth. Amen!
CAROL MEDITATION
Christians, awake!
John Wainwright
Please NO SINGING
1) Christians, awake! Salute the happy morn whereon the Savior of the world was born; rise to adore the
mystery of love. Which hosts of angels chanted from above; with them the joyful tidings first begun of
God Incarnate and the Virgin Son.
2) Then to the watchful shepherds it was told. Who heard the angelic herald’s voice, ‘Behold, I bring good
tidings of a Saviors’ birth to you and all the nations upon the earth; this day hath God fulfilled the
promised Word, this day us born a Savior, Christ the Lord.’
GREETING

The grace of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ,
the love of God, and communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all! And also with you!

WORD
God speaks to us in poetry, creative writing, scripture, preaching, and song.

A READING FROM HEBREW SCRIPTURE (Tanakh): Isaiah 9:2,6-7
God’s Word Translation*
2
The people who walk in darkness will see a bright light. The light will shine on those who live in the land of
death’s shadow.
3
You will expand the nation and increase its happiness. It will be happy in your presence like those who
celebrate the harvest or rejoice when dividing loot.
4
You will break the yoke that burdens them, the bar that is across their shoulders, and the stick used by their
oppressor, as you did in the battle against Midian.
5
Every warrior’s boot marching to the sound of battle and every garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel
in the fire.
6
A child will be born for us. A son will be given to us. The government will rest on his shoulders. He will be
named:
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7
His government and peace will have unlimited growth. He will establish David’s throne and kingdom. He will
uphold it with justice and righteousness now and forever. The L ORD of Armies is determined to do this!
Response Word of God, Word of Life! Thanks be to God!
MUSICAL MEDITATION
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Bethlehem Tonight

Jonathan Rundman

1) My family has lived here for ages, and I stayed around just like they did. Nothing much changes in
these old streets here in the city of David. I know the skyline, I know the outskirts, the tired houses
everywhere in sight. But now this evening I see a difference like someone lit a candle in the night.
2) Looking out my front door I see hope for the future, and yesterday’s a relic, by and by. And the word of
the street, it is newborn and the sound is angelic in the sky.
3) Over the mountains, across the ocean through wilderness and highways and farms. The center of the
universe is in our city, resting in a young mother’s arms.
CHORUS: And now there’s something true, something bright, something new in town tonight. Now there’s
something true, something bright, something new in Bethlehem tonight.
A READING FROM CHRISTIAN SCRIPTURE: Titus 2:11-14
God’s Word Translation*
11
12
After all, God’s saving kindness has appeared for the benefit of all people. It trains us to avoid ungodly
lives filled with worldly desires so that we can live self-controlled, moral, and godly lives in this present
world. 13 At the same time we can expect what we hope for—the appearance of the glory of our great God and
Savior, Jesus Christ. 14 [Jesus] gave himself for us to set us free from every sin and to cleanse us so that we
can be his special people who are enthusiastic about doing good things.
Response Word of God, Word of Life! Thanks be to God!
MUSICAL ACCLAMATION

O come, all ye faithful

Please NO SINGING

The assembly stands to welcome Jesus, the living Word, in song.

Preface The Holy Gospel according to Luke! Glory to you, O Lord!
A READING FROM CHRISTIAN SCRIPTURE: Luke 2:1-7
Scholar’s Edition*
In those days it so happened that a decree was issued by Emperor Augustus that a census be taken of the
whole civilized world. This first census was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. Everybody had to
travel to their ancestral city to be counted in the census. So Joseph too went up from Galilee, from the city of
Nazareth, in Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was a descendant of David, to be
counted in the census with Mary, to whom he was engaged; Mary was pregnant. It so happened while they
were there that the time came for her to give birth; and she gave birth to a son, her firstborn. She wrapped him
in strips of cloth and laid him in a feeding trough, because there was no space for them in the lodge.
VIRTUAL CHOIR

Silent night, holy night

Please NO SINGING

All may turn on their t-lights as the carol variations are played.

A READING FROM CHRISTIAN SCRIPTURE: Luke 2:8-16
Scholar’s Edition*
Now in the same area there were shepherds living outdoors. They were keeping watch over their sheep at
night, when a messenger of the Lord stood near them and the glory of the Lord shone around them, “Don’t be
afraid: I bring you good news of a great joy, which is to benefit the whole nation; today in the city of David, a
Savior was born to you-he is the Anointed, the Lord. And this will be a sign for you; you will find a baby
wrapped in strips of cloth and lying in a feeding trough.”
And suddenly there appeared with the messenger a whole troop of the heavenly army praising God:
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people whom [are] favored!
It so happened when the messengers left and returned to heaven that the shepherds said to one another,
“Come on! Let’s go over to Bethlehem and see what has happened, the event the Lord has told us about.” And
they hurried away, and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a feeding trough.
Response The Gospel of our Lord! Praise to you, O Christ!
COLLECT
God of wondrous surprises, You make a light to shine in the darkness; a light which nothing can ever smother.
Grant that we who celebrate Christ’s birth this night, may attain the fullness of joy as we serve him day by day,
that the world may discover that it too is filled with his glory. In his holy name we pray. Amen.
.

MESSAGE
MUSICAL VARIATIONS
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What child is this

Pastor Andrew
Please NO SINGING

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
To us a child is born, to us a son is given; let us pray for the people Jesus came to save.
Moment of silence
Wonderful Counsellor, You order all things with Your wisdom: please help Your church in revealing the
mystery of Your love and fill her with the Spirit of truth: Lord in Your Mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Mighty God, the government is on Your shoulders: please guide the leaders of the nations and bring in Your
kingdom of justice and righteousness: Lord in Your Mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Everlasting Father, You call us to live together in unity: please protect by Your mercy all Your children,
bless our families and renew our communities: Lord in Your Mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Prince of Peace, you bring reconciliation through the cross: by your healing power please give to all who
suffer your gift of wholeness and peace: Lord in Your Mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Let us commend the world, to which Christ came, to the mercy and protection of God. Amen.
CONFESSION & RENEWAL
Christ the light of the world has come to dispel the darkness of our hearts. In his light let us examine ourselves
and confess our sins.
Silence is kept.
Lord of grace and truth, we confess our unworthiness to stand in Your presence as Your children. We have
sinned:
please forgive and heal us.
The Virgin Mary accepted Your call to be the mother of Jesus. Please forgive our disobedience to Your will.
We have sinned:
please forgive and heal us.
Your Son, our Savior, was born to a working-class family, under oppressive rule. Forgive our greed and
rejection of Your ways. We have sinned:
please forgive and heal us.
The shepherds left their flocks to go to Bethlehem. We humbly ask that You forgive our self-interest and lack of
vision. We have sinned:
please forgive and heal us.
The wise men followed the star to find Jesus the King. Please forgive our reluctance to seek You. We have
sinned:
please forgive and heal us.
May the God of all healing and forgiveness draw us to God-self, and cleanse us from all our sins that we may
behold the glory of the Son, the Word made flesh, God with us, Emanuel: Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen!
THE PEACE

The peace of our Lord be with us all! And also with you!
Maintaining social-distancing, wave to your sisters and brothers in Christ!

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of the risen and ascended Christ!

PREPARATION OF THE ALTAR
Love has come: God’s love for all people! Come and eat, for Christ invites us!
Amen! Let us celebrate the feast!
THANKSGIVING FOR JESUS’ LIFE AND OUR SALVATION
The Lord be with you! And also with you!
Let us open up your hearts! We open them up to the Lord!
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God! It is right to give God thanks and praise!
All glory and honor be Yours always and everywhere, mighty Creator, ever-living God.
We give You thanks and praise for Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, who for love of our fallen race
humbled himself, was born of the Virgin Mary by the power of Your Spirit, and lived as one of us.
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In this mystery of the Word made flesh You have caused his light to shine in our hearts, to give knowledge
of Your glory in the face of Jesus Christ.
In him we see our God made visible and so are caught up in the love of the God we cannot see.
CHRIST’S WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Pastor Andrew prays for the Spirit’s presence in us who are gathered and the meal we share.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are
Yours, now and forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The bread which we break is a sharing of the body of Christ.
We being many are one body, for we all share in the one bread.
Jesus Christ is the Lamb of God, who has taken away the sins of the world.
Happy are they who are called to his supper.
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word and I shall be healed.
God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people.
Jesus Christ is holy, Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Almighty. Amen!
AGNUS DEI (Lamb of God)
ELW pg. 112
The liturgy is played for meditative purposes – PLEASE no singing out loud, whisper in your heart!
THE EUCHARIST**
NOTE: For the immediate future, communion kits will be our method of receiving the Eucharist.
We apologize that at this time we cannot offer a gluten-free alternative.
Believing in the real presence of Christ, Grace Ministries practices open-table, Eucharistic hospitality.
All people , baptized or not, are welcomed to The Meal.

POST EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Let us pray: Emmanuel, God with us, You grace us with life and breath and give us bread for the journey. Send us out in
service to this world that You love beyond our comprehension, us telling the amazing news of Your breaking into the world
to persistently be Savior and Lord of all. Amen!

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING The Lord bless us and keep us. The Lord’s face shine upon us and be gracious unto us.
The Lord look upon us ☩ with favor and grant us peace! Amen!
ANNOUNCEMENTS
DISMISSAL
Go in peace! Share the Good News! Thanks be to God!
POSTLUDE
From Sundays and Seasons.com, Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #28372. CCLI license #313059, Call to Worship, Collect per http://www.bruceprewer.com/DocA/36PENT.htm, Preparation of the
Table, Prayers of the People, Confession/Absolution, Post Eucharistic Prayer per www.churchofengland.org

*Scripture translations are in the public domain and sourced through http://www.biblegateway.com
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