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 through our RIC Central MA campuses  Love is spoken here! Be the living Eucharist! 
 
 

All are welcome here! 
This church and this altar belong to God, and not to us. All people are welcome to participate in every aspect of 
our worship, including our open table for the Eucharist. We are honored by your presence this day and hope 
you find peace and refreshment as we celebrate the extravagant love of God, as followers of the Way of Jesus. 
 

Christ the King – November 22nd, 2020 
 

Today marks the end of the liturgical Christian year which began in Advent last December. We end it not with a 
whimper but a bang! We celebrate our faith in Christ Jesus, with a great tidal wave of praise which began in 
the Levant with his resurrection, has reached our shores, and will move west and sweep around the planet! 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us in community as the people of the Way. 

PRELUDE                                                      
  

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 

Christ is risen! 

 He is risen indeed, Alleluia! 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are raised with him to new life. So, let us give thanks: 

For in the beginning creating us in Your image and planting us in a well-watered garden, we give You thanks! 

In the desert You promised pools of water for the parched, and You gave us water from the rock. 

When we did not know the way, You sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. 

At the cross You watered us from Jesus’ wounded side, and today You shower us again with the water of life. 

We praise You for Your salvation through water, for the water in this font, and for all water everywhere. 

Please continue bathing us in Your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

Please satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only You can give. 

To You be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, One God, now 
and forever more. Amen! 
 
 

GREETING                          The grace of our risen Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ, 
the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all! And also with you! 

 
 

PRAYER OF APPROACH 
Let us pray: O God, our true life, to serve You is freedom, and to know You is unending joy. We worship You, 
we glorify You, we give thanks to You for Your great glory. Please abide with us, reign in us, and make this 
world into a fit habitation for Your divine majesty, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen! 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in poetry, creative writing, scripture, preaching, and song. 

 

A READING FROM CHRISTIAN SCRIPTURE: Colossians 1:11-20                                 God’s Word Translation*                                       
An early Christian hymn praises the mystery of the political, personal, and mystical Christ, the one who was 
present at creation and is eternally reigning with God. 
11 We ask [Christ] to strengthen you by his glorious might with all the power you need to patiently endure 
everything with joy. 12 You will also thank the Father, who has made you able to share the light, which is what 
God’s people inherit. 
13 God has rescued us from the power of darkness and has brought us into the kingdom of his Son, whom he 
loves. 14 His Son paid the price to free us, which means that our sins are forgiven. 
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 
16 He created all things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible. 
        Whether they are kings or lords, rulers or powers—everything has been created through him and for him. 
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17 He existed before everything and holds everything together. 
18 He is also the head of the church, which is his body. He is the beginning, the first to come back to life 
        so that he would have first place in everything. 
19 God was pleased to have all of [Godself] live in Christ. 20 God was also pleased to bring everything on earth 
and in heaven back to [Godself] through Christ. [God] did this by making peace through Christ’s blood 
sacrificed on the cross. 

Response   Word of God, Word of Life! Thanks be to God! 

PSALM 46                                                                          read responsively 
1 God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in times of trouble. 
2 That is why we are not afraid even when the earth quakes  

or the mountains topple into the depths of the sea. 
3 Water roars and foams, and mountains shake at the surging waves. 
4 There is a river whose streams bring joy to the city of God, the holy place where the Most High lives. 
5 God is in that city. It cannot fall. God will help it at the break of dawn. 
6 Nations are in turmoil, and kingdoms topple. The earth melts at the sound of God’s voice. 
7 The LORD of Armies is with us. The God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
8 Come, see the works of the LORD, the [astonishments] brought to the earth. 
9 [The Lord] puts an end to wars all over the earth, breaks an archer’s bow,  

cuts spears in two [and] burns chariots. 
10 Let go of your concerns! Then you will know that I am God. I rule the nations. I rule the earth. 
11 The LORD of Armies is with us. The God of Jacob is our stronghold.  

 

HYMN ACCLAMATION       Crown Him with Many Crowns    
                                                                                                             

Please NO SINGING. 
 

Preface   The Holy Gospel according to Luke!  Glory to you, O Lord! 
 

A READING FROM THE GOSPELS: Luke 23:33-43                                                          God’s Word Translation 
 

33 When they came to the place called The Skull, they crucified him. The criminals were also crucified, one on 
his right and the other on his left. 
34 Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them. They don’t know what they’re doing.”  

Meanwhile, the soldiers divided his clothes among themselves by throwing dice. 
35 The people stood there watching. But the rulers were making sarcastic remarks. They said, “He saved 
others. If he’s the Messiah that God has chosen, let him save himself!” 36 The soldiers also made fun of him. 
They would go up to him, offer him some vinegar, 37 and say, “If you’re the king of the [Hebrews], save 
yourself!” 
38 A written notice was placed above him. It said, “This is the king of the [Hebrews].” 
39 One of the criminals hanging there insulted Jesus by saying, “So you’re really the Messiah, are you? Well, 
save yourself and us!” 
40 But the other criminal scolded him: “Don’t you fear God at all? Can’t you see that you’re condemned in the 
same way that he is? 41 Our punishment is fair. We’re getting what we deserve. But this man hasn’t done 
anything wrong.” 
42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you enter your kingdom.” 
43 Jesus said to him, “I can guarantee this truth: Today you will be with me in paradise.” 

.Response   The Gospel of our Lord! Praise to you, O Christ! 

COLLECT                    
Let us pray: God most holy, God most loving, we thank You for Jesus our unique King. May we see him in the 
glory of his saving grace, love him as the hope of our lives, and serve him as that loving Brother who alone can 
change the alienation and aggression of the world and bring us to that wondrous reconciliation where no one is 
forgotten, and no soul excluded. In his name and to Your eternal praise, we so pray. Lord hear our 
prayer. Amen! 
 

MESSAGE                                            Pastor Andrew 
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HYMN MEDITATION                          There’s a wideness in God’s mercy                                    
 

Please NO SINGING. 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Longing to know Christ’s promise in God’s heaven among us now, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power 
on all believers, the world, and absolutely everyone in need.  
 

brief silence. 
Sovereign of all, train our ears to hear Your cry in the needs of those around us. Bless all outreach ministries of 
the church through which we seek to serve others as we ourselves have been served. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
You cause rain to fall on the just and unjust alike. Please direct our use of creation to provide for the needs of 
all people in ways that are sustainable for the earth. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
Bring peace to every place where conflict rages (especially Yemen and Saudi Arabia, Armenia and Azerbaijan, 
Ukraine and Russia, Palestine and Israel). Grant opportunities for ending divisions among us and usher in 
Your reign of unity and reconciliation. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
Heal the sinful divisions we erect between us and release us from systems of oppression and prejudice. 
Please restore and enhance our capacity to see Your image in those whose dignity has been stripped away. 
Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
Please pour out the gifts of Your Spirit on children and youth throughout the church. Sustain those who work in 
children’s ministry, youth ministry, and campus ministry as they nurture the gifts of young people. Hear us, O 
God. 

Your mercy is great. 
Thank You for saints now departed who fed the hungry, clothed the naked, and tended to the sick. Inspire us 
by their example, that we may see Your presence in those in need around us. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you gather all creation around 
Your throne where You will reign forever and ever. Amen. 
 

EXHORTATION 
Sisters and brothers in Christ, as we gather at the Lord’s table, we must recall the promises and warnings 
given to us in scripture. Let us therefore examine ourselves and repent of our sins. Let us give thanks to 
God for the redemption of the world through Jesus Christ, and as we remember our Lord’s death for us, and 
receive this pledge of his love, let us resolve to serve him in holiness and righteousness all the days of our 
life. 
 

CONFESSION/ABSOLUTION 
Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord, we come to you in sorrow for our sins, and confess to you 
our weakness and unbelief. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Remember, Lord, your compassion and love, for they are everlasting. Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions, but think on me in your goodness, O Lord, 
according to your steadfast love. Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 
O keep my soul and deliver me; let me not be put to shame, for I have put my trust in you. Lord, have 
mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 
May God who loved the world so much that the Son was sent to be our Savior forgive us our sins and 
make us holy to be of service in the world, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

THE PEACE            The peace of our Lord be with us all! And also with you! 
 

Maintaining social-distancing, wave to your sisters and brothers in Christ! 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of the risen and ascended Christ! 
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VIRTUAL CHOIR ANTHEM 
 

PREPARATION OF THE TABLE 
As the grain once scattered in the fields and the grapes once dispersed on the hillside are now reunited on 
this table in food and drink, so, Lord, may Your whole Church soon be gathered together from the corners 
of the earth into your kingdom. Amen. 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR JESUS’ LIFE AND OUR SALVATION 
The Lord be with you! And also with you! 

Let us open up our hearts! We open them up to the Lord! 
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God! It is right to give God thanks and praise! 

 

Pastor Andrew gives thanks for God’s salvation in Jesus Christ. 
 

CHRIST’S WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
Pastor Andrew prays for the Spirit’s presence in us who are gathered and the meal we share. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
Yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The bread which we break is a sharing of the body of Christ. 

We being many are one body, for we all share in the one bread. 
Jesus Christ is the Lamb of God, who has taken away the sins of the world. Happy are they who are called to his supper. 

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word and I shall be healed. 
God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people. 

Jesus Christ is holy, Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Almighty. Amen! 
 

AGNUS DEI (Lamb of God)                                                                                                                 ELW pg. 112 
 

The liturgy is played for meditative purposes – PLEASE no singing out loud, whisper in your heart! 
 

THE EUCHARIST** 
      

NOTE: For the immediate future, communion kits will be our method of receiving the Eucharist. 
We apologize that at this time we cannot offer a gluten-free alternative. 

Believing in the real presence of Christ, Grace Ministries practices open-table, Eucharistic hospitality.  
All people , baptized or not, are welcomed to The Meal. 

 

POST EUCHARISTIC PRAYER        
Let us pray; Faithful God, in baptism You have adopted us as Your children, made us members of the body 
of Christ and chosen us as inheritors of Your kingdom: we thank You that in this Eucharist You renew Your 
promises within us, empower us by Your Spirit to witness and to serve, and send us out as disciples of 
Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

BLESSING    
May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us and calls us beloved, 

who strengthens us for service, give us reason to rejoice and be glad! 
The blessing of God, Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, be with us today and always. Amen. 

 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
     

DISMISSAL        Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord! Thanks be to God! 
 

POSTLUDE                         
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com, Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #28372. CCLI license #313059, Prayer of Approach, Collect per http://www.bruceprewer.com/DocA/36PENT.htm, Exhortation, 
Confession/Absolution, Preparation of the Table, Post Eucharistic Prayer per www.churchofengland.org  

*Scripture translations are in the public domain and sourced through http://www.biblegateway.com 
IN OUR PRAYERS THIS DAY: Frank Bove, John Berube, Judy Leombruno, Bob Ekstrand, Liesl Voosen 
Fields, Pr. Tim Roser, Karleen Habin, Linda Vernon, David Toombs, David Naugle, Grover Gentry, Marilyn 
Caramielo, Amy Runge, Keith Nugent,  
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WORSHIP REMINDERS DURING COVID-19 PANDEMIC 
 

1) The seating you have been directed to we expect you to remain in for the duration of the service: this 
provides 6’ minimum social distancing between you and other people in our sanctuary this day: the pew 
noodles help multiple family units remain apart. 

2) When the service is over, the congregation will be released from the rear-most seating towards the 
front: please exit directly from the church to your vehicles: small group gatherings and coffee hour are 
not yet permitted. 

3) The communion kit you received upon entering will be consecrated during the Great Thanksgiving from 
the altar by the pastor. Once this has taken place all commune from our locations together. Please 
dispose of communion kit remains in the narthex trash. 

4) Please keep your masks on during the service EXCEPT for your receiving of communion. 
5) No live, in-person singing will be permitted for the foreseeable future. 

 

 ELCA – Yoked Reconciling Communities of Faith and Service 
 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
"To boldly share God's Love and Grace universally in and through our communities." 

 
 

VISION STATEMENT 
Modeling the welcoming nature of God, we are humbly called and driven by the Spirit to witness, engage and 

walk with each other authentically, as Jesus’ hands and feet, providing spiritual,  
emotional and physical nourishment. 

 

Through evolving partnerships with ecumenical and other social service organizations we affirm justice and 
wholeness under the “agency of Grace” that feed the needs and hope of all. 

 
 

The Rev. Andrew H. Borden, Pastor 
pastor_andrew.b@verizon.net 
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