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 through our RIC Central MA campuses  Love is spoken here! Be the living Eucharist! 
 
 

All are welcome here! 
This church and this altar belong to God, and not to us. All people are welcome to participate in every aspect of 
our worship, including our open table for the Eucharist. We are honored by your presence this day and hope 
you find peace and refreshment as we celebrate the extravagant love of God, as followers of the Way of Jesus. 
 

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost – October 18th, 2020 
 

In today’s first reading God uses the Gentile ruler Cyrus to accomplish divine purposes. When the Pharisees 
try to trap Jesus, he tells them to give the emperor what belongs to him and to God what belongs to God. To 
gather for worship reminds us that our ultimate allegiance is to God rather than to any earthly authority. 
Created in the image of God, we offer our entire selves in the service of God and for the sake of the world. 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us in community as the people of the Way. 

PRELUDE                                                      
  

CALL TO WORSHIP 
This is a time for worship. God is awesome beyond all our ability to comprehend,  
beautiful beyond all possible imagining.  

The Lord our God reigns, let all the earth tremble. 
It is written: “No one could look on the face of God and go on living.” But we have glimpsed God’s glory,  
in the face of Jesus Christ. 

The Lord our God is holy! Let us exalt and worship at the Lord’s footstool! 
 

GREETING                          The grace of our risen Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ, 
the love of God, and communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all! And also with you! 

 

PRAYER OF APPROACH 
Let us pray: Most loving God, You are the Joy of loving hearts! Please touch us with the fringes of Your glory, 
so that our minds may become alert to You and our souls reach up to You with that mixture of praise and 
yearning love which is the most precious of our delights. May Christ give us the confidence, and the Spirit grant 
us the liberty, to worship You with awe yet without reservation or fear. For Your love’s sake. Amen! 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in poetry, creative writing, scripture, preaching, and song. 

 

A READING FROM HEBREW SCRIPTURE (Tanakh): Exodus 33:12-23                         God’s Word Translation* 
Moses successfully interceded with God to accompany Israel to the promised land after their sin with the 
golden calf. In response to a request to display the divine glory, God recites a sentence that appears frequently 
in the Hebrew Scriptures: “I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious.” Moses is not allowed to see God’s 
face, but only God’s back.   

12 Moses said to the LORD, “You’ve been telling me to lead these people, but you haven’t let me know whom 
you’re sending with me. You’ve also said, ‘I know you by name, and I’m pleased with you.’ 13 If you really are 
pleased with me, show me your ways so that I can know you and so that you will continue to be pleased with 
me. Remember: This nation is your people.” 
14 The LORD answered, “My presence will go with you, and I will give you peace.” 
15 Then Moses said to [the Lord], “If your presence is not going with us, don’t make us leave this place. 16 How 
will anyone ever know you’re pleased with your people and me unless you go with us? Then we will be 
different from all other people on the face of the earth.” 
17 The LORD answered Moses, “I will do what you have asked, because I am pleased with you, and I know you 
by name.” 
18 Then Moses said, “Please let me see your glory.” 
19 The LORD said, “I will let all my goodness pass in front of you, and there I will call out my name ‘the LORD.’ I 
will be kind to anyone I want to. I will be merciful to anyone I want to. 20 But you can’t see my face, because no 
one may see me and live.” 
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21 Then the LORD said, “Look, there’s a place near me. Stand by this rocky cliff. 22 When my glory passes by, I 
will put you in a crevice in the cliff and cover you with my hand until I have passed by. 23 Then I will take my 
hand away, and you’ll see my back, but my face must not be seen.” 

Response   Word of God, Word of Life! Thanks be to God! 

PSALM 99                                                                          read responsively 
1 Sing to the LORD a new song! Sing to the LORD, all the earth! 
2 Sing to the LORD! Praise [God’s holy] name! Day after day announce that the LORD saves [the] people. 
3 Tell people about [God’s] glory [and] the nations about [all the] miracles. 
4 The LORD is great [who[ should be highly praised [and held in awe] more than all other gods 
5 because all the gods of the nations are idols. The LORD made the heavens. 
6 Splendor and majesty are in [the Lord’s] presence. Strength and beauty are in [God’s] holy place. 
7 Give to the LORD, you families of the nations. Give to the LORD glory and power. 
8 Give to the LORD the glory deserved. Bring an offering, and come into [the Lord’s] courtyards. 
9 Worship the LORD in [the] holy splendor [of the Divine]. Tremble in [God’s] presence, all the earth! 
 

MUSICAL ACCLAMATION                                                                                                               ELW pg. 102 
Please NO SINGING. 

 

Preface   The Holy Gospel according to Matthew!  Glory to you, O Lord! 
 

A READING FROM THE GOSPELS (Good News): Matthew 22:15-22                                        Scholars Edition 
Then the Pharisees went and conferred on how to entrap [Jesus] with a riddle. And then sent their disciples to 
him along with the Herodians to say, “Teacher, we know that you are honest and that you teach God’s way 
forthrightly, and are impartial, because you pay no attention to appearances. So tell us what you think: is it 
permissible to pay the poll tax to the Roman emperor or not?” 

Jesus knew how devious they were, and said, “Why do you provoke me, you pious frauds? Let me see the 
coin used to pay the poll tax.” 

And they handed him a silver coin. 

And they says to them, “Whose picture is this? Whose name is on it?” 

They say to him, “The emperor’s.” 

Then he says to them, “Pay the emperor what belongs to the emperor, and to God what belongs to God!” 

Upon hearing his reply, they were dumbfounded. And they withdrew from him and went away. 

.Response   The Gospel of our Lord! Praise to you, O Christ! 

COLLECT                    
Let us pray: O Lord, from whom all good things come: please grant to us Your humble servants, that by 
Your holy inspiration we may think those things that are good, and by Your merciful guiding may perform 
the same; through our Lord Jesus Christ, who is alive and reigns with You, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen! 
 

MESSAGE                                                  Pr. Andrew 
 

HYMN MEDITATION                                We give Thee but Thine own                                    
 

Please NO SINGING. 
CONFESSION/ABSOLUTION 
Lord Jesus Christ, we confess we have failed you as did your first disciples. We ask for your mercy and 
your help. 

Silence for reflection 
Our selfishness betrays you: Lord, forgive us. 

Christ have mercy. 
We fail to share the pain of your suffering: Lord, forgive us. 

Christ have mercy. 
We run away from those who abuse you: Lord, forgive us. 

Christ have mercy. 
We are afraid of being known to belong to you: Lord, forgive us. 

Christ have mercy. 
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The Lord enrich us with Divine grace, and nourish us with blessing; 
the Lord defend us in trouble, keep us from all evil, accept our prayers and absolve us from our offences, 
for the sake of ☩ Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen! 
 
 

THANKSGIVING 
Let us give thanks to Jesus Christ the Good Shepherd, who laid down his life for us all, saying: we thank 
you, Jesus our Lord. 
 

You lead us out and we find pasture: 
we thank you, Jesus our Lord. 

You call us by name and we hear your voice: 
we thank you, Jesus our Lord. 

Whoever enters by you will be saved: 
we thank you, Jesus our Lord. 

You laid down your life in order to take it up again: 
we thank you, Jesus our Lord. 

You came that we might have life and have it abundantly: 
we thank you, Jesus our Lord. 

You lead us through the valley of the shadow of death and we fear no evil: 
we thank you, Jesus our Lord. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need.  

brief silence. 
 

Gracious God, You call us by name and invite us to share Your good news. Please continue in sending Your 
Holy Spirit among preachers, missionaries, and evangelists. We give thanks for the witness of Your servant 
Luke, the evangelist, whom the church commemorates today. Lord, in Your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
God of praise, the heavens and all creation declare Your salvation. From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
may the whole universe show forth Your goodness. Raise up devoted stewards of all that You have made. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
God of all, may Your word of justice sound forth in every place. Please restore divided nations and 
communities with reconciling truth. Lord, in Your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
God of light, we pray for those living with pain, illness, isolation, grief, anger, or doubt (especially). Join their 
voices in a new song, assuring them that You call them each by name. Lord, in Your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
God of truth, You show no partiality. May Your spirit guide the work of justices, magistrates, court officials, and 
all vocations of the law, that Your promise of restoration may be known. Lord, in Your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
Living God, as You raised Jesus from the dead, so raise up those who have died in You. We give thanks for 
their witness, confident of Your rescuing welcome for all. Lord, in Your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
Please listen as we call on You, O God, and enfold in Your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

THE PEACE            The peace of our Lord be with us all! And also with you! 
 

Maintaining social-distancing, wave to your sisters and brothers in Christ! 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of the risen and ascended Christ! 

 

PREPARATION OF THE TABLE 
God of the cosmos vastness, present within and through all things; Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer, Your 
goodness persists in meeting us with Your mercy and grace!   
 All You have made is good. Your love endures forever! 
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THANKSGIVING FOR JESUS’ LIFE AND OUR SALVATION 
The Lord be with you! And also with you! 

Let us open up our hearts! We open them up to the Lord! 
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God! It is right to give God thanks and praise! 

 

Pr. Andrew gives thanks for God’s salvation in Jesus Christ. 
 
 

CHRIST’S WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
Pr. Andrew prays for the Spirit’s presence in us who are gathered and the meal we share. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
Yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The bread which we break is a sharing of the body of Christ. 

We being many are one body, for we all share in the one bread. 
Jesus Christ is the Lamb of God, who has taken away the sins of the world. Happy are they who are called to his supper. 

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word and I shall be healed. 
God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people. 

Jesus Christ is holy, Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Almighty. Amen! 
 

AGNUS DEI (Lamb of God)                                                                                                                 ELW pg. 112 
 

The liturgy is played for meditative purposes – PLEASE no singing out loud, whisper in your heart! 
 

THE EUCHARIST** 
      

NOTE: For the immediate future, communion kits will be our method of receiving the Eucharist. 
We apologize that at this time we cannot offer a gluten-free alternative. 

Believing in the real presence of Christ, Grace Ministries practices open-table, Eucharistic hospitality.  
All people , baptized or not, are welcomed to The Meal. 

 

POST EUCHARISTIC PRAYER        
Let us pray; We thank you, Lord, that You have fed us in this sacrament, united us with Christ, and given us 
a foretaste of the heavenly banquet prepared for all peoples. Amen. 
 

BLESSING                           
The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing; and the blessing of God,  

our Creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Spirit, our Advocate, bless us and keep us in eternal love. Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
     

DISMISSAL                            Go in peace! Christ is with us! Thanks be to God! 
 

POSTLUDE                         
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com, Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #28372. CCLI license #313059, Call to Worship, Collect per http://www.bruceprewer.com/DocA/36PENT.htm, Preparation of the 
Table, Confession/Absolution, Collect, Thanksgiving, Post Eucharistic Prayer, Blessing per www.churchofengland.org  

*Scripture translations are in the public domain and sourced through http://www.biblegateway.com 
 
 
 

**EUCHARISTIC STATEMENT – Martin Luther and the ELCA’s Means of Grace 
 

"When you have partaken of this sacrament, therefore, or desire to partake of it, you must in turn share the 
misfortunes of the fellowship, . . . Here your heart must go out in love and learn that this is a sacrament of love. 
As love and support are given to you, you in turn must render love and support to Christ in his needy ones. 
You must feel with sorrow all the dishonor done to Christ in his holy Word, all the misery of Christendom, all 
the unjust suffering of the innocent, with which the world is everywhere filled to overflowing. You must fight, 
work, pray, and—if you cannot do more—have heartfelt sympathy . . . It is Christ 's will, then, that we partake 
of it frequently, in order that we may remember him and exercise ourselves in this fellowship according to his 
example." Thusly, through the efficacy of Godly love, let us be the living Eucharist! 
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IN OUR PRAYERS THIS DAY: Frank Bove, Debbie Engvall, John Berube, Judy Leombruno, Bob Ekstrand, 
Liesl Voosen Fields, Pr. Tim Roser, Karleen Habin, Linda Vernon, Bill McGovern 
 

WORSHIP REMINDERS DURING COVID-19 PANDEMIC 
 

1) The seating you have been directed to we expect you to remain in for the duration of the service: this 
provides 6’ minimum social distancing between you and other people in our sanctuary this day: the pew 
noodles help multiple family units remain apart. 

a. If you must make a bathroom call, please exit to the outside aisle where you are seated:  
i. At Zion, please walk forward, to the left and through the robing sacristy, out into the 

hallway, take a left and proceed to the restroom across from the main office. Retrace 
your steps back to your seating location. 

ii. At Bethel, please walk forward, to the right and out the door to the office hallway and 
downstairs to the restrooms in the undercroft. Retrace your steps back to your seating 
location. 

2) When the service is over, the congregation will be released from the rear-most seating towards the 
front: please exit directly from the church to your vehicles: small group gatherings and coffee hour are 
not yet permitted. 

3) The communion kit you received upon entering will be consecrated during the Great Thanksgiving from 
the altar by the pastor. Once this has taken place all commune from our locations together. Please 
dispose of communion kit remains in the narthex trash. 

4) Please keep your masks on during the service EXCEPT for your receiving of communion. 
5) No live, in-person singing will be permitted for the foreseeable future. 

 

 ELCA – Yoked Reconciling Communities of Faith and Service 
 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
"To boldly share God's Love and Grace universally in and through our communities." 

 
 

VISION STATEMENT 
Modeling the welcoming nature of God, we are humbly called and driven by the Spirit to witness, engage and 

walk with each other authentically, as Jesus’ hands and feet, providing spiritual,  
emotional and physical nourishment. 

 

Through evolving partnerships with ecumenical and other social service organizations we affirm justice and 
wholeness under the “agency of Grace” that feed the needs and hope of all. 

 
 

The Rev. Andrew H. Borden, Pastor 
pastor_andrew.b@verizon.net 

 

Ann Spinner, Parish Administrator        Beverly Sampson, Bethel Preschool Director 
                                             bethelauburn@verizon.net                     bethel_preschool_auburn@outlook.com 
                                             Main Office: 508-832-3427                           Preschool Office: 508-832-9411 

 

                                   Shannon Papandrea, Sexton             Louisa Klaven, AIM – Licensed Lay Minister 
 

Worcester Campus - Zion Lutheran   Auburn Campus - Bethel Lutheran 
                                              41 Whitmarsh Avenue, 01606                           90 Bryn Mawr Avenue, 01501                                                        

                           The-Community-of-Zion-Lutheran-Worcester.org                BethelAuburnELCA.org 
 
 

                                                Organist – Karen Couturier                 Principal Organist/Choral Director – Brenda Salvi 
                                           Choral/Bell Director – Sally Bond    Associate Organist/Choral Director – Lois Toeppner, Deacon 
                                                 President – Donna Hayes                                 Bell Director – Adam Hanks 
                                                                                                                        President – Preston Sturdevant 
 

 RECONCILING IN CHRIST                
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