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 through our RIC Central MA campuses  Love is spoken here! Be the living Eucharist! 
 
 

All are welcome here! 
This church and this altar belong to God, and not to us. All people are welcome to participate in every aspect of 
our worship, including our open table for the Eucharist. We are honored by your presence this day and hope 
you find peace and refreshment as we celebrate the extravagant love of God, as followers of the Way of Jesus. 
 

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost – September 20th, 2020 
 

Celebrating the 2020 Season of Creation: Jubilee for the Earth    
This week’s theme: There is enough for our need, not our greed 

 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us in community as the people of the Way. 

PRELUDE                                                      
  

CALL TO WORSHIP 
Give thanks and publish God’s fame, among all races celebrate our Savior’s deeds! 

With our best songs and sweetest music delight in all that God has done for us! 
Glory in our Redeemer’s name, let us rejoice from the bottom of our hearts! 

In our worship let us find our true strength, in praises let us celebrate God’s Presence! 
 
 

GREETING                          The grace of our risen Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ, 
the love of God, and communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all! And also with you! 

 

PRAYER OF APPROACH 
Let us pray: Almighty and eternal God, You show perpetual lovingkindness to us Your servants. Because we 
cannot rely on our own abilities, please grant us Your merciful judgment, and train us to embody the generosity 
of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen! 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in poetry, creative writing, scripture, preaching, and song. 

 

A READING FROM HEBREW SCRIPTURE (Tanakh): Isaiah 55:6-9                               God’s Word Translation*  
 

6 Seek the LORD while [our Lord] may be found. Call on [the Lord] while [our Lord] is near. 
7 Let wicked people abandon their ways. Let evil people abandon their thoughts.  

Let them return to the LORD, and [our Lord] will show compassion to them. 
Let them return to our God, because [the Lord] will freely forgive them. 

8 “My thoughts are not your thoughts, and my ways are not your ways,” declares the LORD. 
9 “Just as the heavens are higher than the earth, so my ways are higher than your ways, 

and my thoughts are higher than your thoughts.” 
 

Response   Word of God, Word of Life! Thanks be to God! 
PSALM 105:1-6, 37-42                                                   read responsively 
1 Give thanks to the LORD. Call on [our Lord]. Make known among the nations what [the Lord] has done. 
2 Sing to [the Lord]. Make music to praise [our God].  

Meditate on all the miracles [our Lord] has performed. 
3 Brag about [God’s] holy name. Let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice. 
4 Search for the LORD and [our Lord’s] strength. Always seek [God’s] presence. 
5 Remember the miracles [the Lord] performed, the amazing things [our Lord] did,  

and the judgments [God] pronounced, 
6 you descendants of [the Lord’s] servant Abraham, you descendants of Jacob, [God’s] chosen ones. 
37 [The Lord] brought Israel out with silver and gold, and no one among [our Lord’s] tribes stumbled. 
38 The Egyptians were terrified of Israel, so they were glad when Israel left. 
39 [The Lord] spread out a cloud as a protective covering and a fire to light up the night. 
40 The Israelites asked, and [the Lord] brought them quail and filled them with bread from heaven. 
41 [The Lord] opened a rock, and water gushed and flowed like a river through the dry places. 
42 [The Lord] remembered [the] holy promise [made] to Abraham. 
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MUSICAL ACCLAMATION                                                                                                               ELW pg. 102 
Please NO SINGING. 

 

Preface   The Holy Gospel according to Matthew!  Glory to you, O Lord! 
 

A READING FROM THE GOSPELS (Good News): Matthew 20:1-15                                         Scholar’s Edition 
For Heaven’s new imperial rule is like a proprietor who went out the first thing in the morning to hire workers for 
the vineyard. 

And coming out around 9 AM he saw others loitering in the marketplace and he said to them, “You go into the 
vineyard too, and I’ll pay you whatever is fair.” So they went. 

Around noon he went out again, and at 3 PM, and repeated the process. About 5 PM he went out and found 
others loitering about and says to them, “Why did you stand around here idle the whole day?” 

They reply, “Because no one hired us,” 

He tells them, “You go into the vineyard as well.” 

When evening came the owner of the vineyard tells his foreman: “Call the workers and pay them their wages 
starting with those hired last and ending with those hired first.” 

Those hired at 5 PM came up and received a silver coin each. Those hired first approached thinking they 
would receive more. But they also got a silver coin apiece. They took it and began to grumble against the 
proprietor: “These guys hired last worked only an hour but you have made them equal to us who did most of 
the work during the heat of the day.” 

In response he said to one of them, “Look, pal, did I wrong you? You did agree with me for a silver coin, didn’t 
you? Take your wage and get out! I intend to treat the one hired last the same way I treat you. Is there some 
law forbidding me to do with my money as I please? Or is your eye filled with envy because I am generous?” 

.Response   The Gospel of our Lord! Praise to you, O Christ! 
COLLECT                    
Let us pray: O God, Your ways are not our ways and we become confused by Your generosity and how to 
imitate Your grace and mercy in our dealings with each other. Please continue in patience with us and in Your 
Spirit’s work in our lives that we may know Your hope and promise and better embody Your Love and 
generosity. In Jesus’ holy name we pray and we say together, Amen! 
 

MESSAGE                                            Pastor Andrew 
 

HYMN MEDITATION                             Will you let me be your servant                                     
 

Please NO SINGING. 
CONFESSION/ABSOLUTION 
God our Creator, long-suffering, the Essence of grace and truth, You created us from nothing, giving us life. 

Silence for reflection 
 

You give Your faithful people new life in the water of baptism. You do not turn Your face from us, nor cast 
us aside. Lord, have mercy. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
We confess that we have sinned against You and our neighbor. We have wounded Your love and marred 
Your image in us. Christ, have mercy. 
 Christ, have mercy. 
Restore us for the sake of Your Son and bring us to heavenly joy. Lord, have mercy. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
The Lord enrich us with grace, and nourish us with blessing; the Lord defend us in trouble and keep us from 
all evil; the Lord accept our prayers, and absolve us from our offences, for the sake of ☩ Jesus Christ, our 
Savior. Amen! 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 
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Generous God, You make the last first, and the first last. Where this gospel challenges the church, please 
equip it for meeting the needs of all people. Please strengthen those whose service in Your name is difficult. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
Sun and wind, bushes and worms, cattle and great cities—nothing in creation is outside Your concern, mighty 
God. In Your mercy, tend to it all. Give us a spirit of generosity toward all You have made. Lord, in Your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
Where we find envy and create enemies, You provide enough for all. Please bring about peace to places of 
conflict and violence (especially in the Holy Land, within the former states of the Soviet Union, South America 
amid the crisis surrounding the drug trade, and among warring tribes in various places within Africa). Inspire 
leaders with creativity and wisdom. Bless the work of negotiators, peacekeepers, and development workers. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
Reveal Yourself to all in need as You are gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
Please accompany judges and lawyers, victims of crime and those serving sentences. Give fruitful labor and a 
livelihood to those seeking work. Lord, in Your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
Even beyond our expectations, You choose to give generously. Please grant life, health, and courage to all 
who are in need (especially). Lord, in Your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
We praise You for the generations that have declared Your power to us. Please give us faithfulness to follow 
them, living for Christ, until You call us to join them in the joyful song around his throne. Lord, in Your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
All these things and whatever else You see that we need, we entrust to Your mercy; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

THE PEACE            The peace of our Lord be with us all! And also with you! 
 

Maintaining social-distancing, wave to your sisters and brothers in Christ! 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of the risen and ascended Christ! 

 

PREPARATION OF THE TABLE 
Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the splendor, and the majesty; for everything in heaven 
and on earth is Yours. All things come from You, and of Your own do we give You. 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR JESUS’ LIFE AND OUR SALVATION 
The Lord be with you! And also with you! 

Let us open up our hearts! We open them up to the Lord! 
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God! It is right to give God thanks and praise! 

 

Pastor Andrew gives thanks for God’s salvation in Jesus Christ. 
 
 

CHRIST’S WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
Pastor Andrew prays for the Spirit’s presence in us who are gathered and the meal we share. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
Yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was given and shed for us, preserve our bodies and 
souls to everlasting life. Take and eat this in remembrance that Christ died for us, and feed on him in your 
hearts by faith with thanksgiving. Drink this in remembrance that Christ’s blood was shed for us, and be 
thankful. Thanks be to God! 
 

AGNUS DEI (Lamb of God)                                                                                                                 ELW pg. 112 
 

The liturgy is played for meditative purposes – PLEASE no singing out loud, whisper in your heart! 
 



 

pg. 4 
 

THE EUCHARIST** 
      

NOTE: For the immediate future, communion kits will be our method of receiving the Eucharist. 
We apologize that at this time we cannot offer a gluten-free alternative. 

Believing in the real presence of Christ, Grace Ministries practices open-table, Eucharistic hospitality.  
All people , baptized or not, are welcomed to The Meal. 

 

POST EUCHARISTIC PRAYER        
Let us pray; You have opened to us the Scriptures, O Christ, and you have made yourself known in the 
breaking of the bread. Abide with us, we pray, that, blessed by your presence, we may walk with you all the 
days of our life, and at its end behold you in the glory of the eternal Trinity, one God for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
 

BLESSING                           
Christ, who has nourished us with himself the living bread, make us one in praise and love, 
 and raise us up at the last day; and the blessing of God, our Creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ,  

and the Spirit, our Advocate, bless us and keep us in eternal love. Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
     

DISMISSAL                            Go in peace! Christ is with us! Thanks be to God! 
 

POSTLUDE                         
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com, Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #28372. CCLI license #313059, Call to Worship per http://www.bruceprewer.com/DocA/36PENT.htm, Preparation of the Table, 
Confession/Absolution per www.churchofengland.org  

*Scripture translations are in the public domain and sourced through http://www.biblegateway.com 
 

**EUCHARISTIC STATEMENT – Martin Luther and the ELCA’s Means of Grace 
 

"When you have partaken of this sacrament, therefore, or desire to partake of it, you must in turn share the 
misfortunes of the fellowship, . . . Here your heart must go out in love and learn that this is a sacrament of love. 
As love and support are given to you, you in turn must render love and support to Christ in his needy ones. 
You must feel with sorrow all the dishonor done to Christ in his holy Word, all the misery of Christendom, all 
the unjust suffering of the innocent, with which the world is everywhere filled to overflowing. You must fight, 
work, pray, and—if you cannot do more—have heartfelt sympathy . . . It is Christ 's will, then, that we partake 
of it frequently, in order that we may remember him and exercise ourselves in this fellowship according to his 
example." Thusly, through the efficacy of Godly love, let us be the living Eucharist! 

 
 

WORSHIP REMINDERS DURING COVID-19 PANDEMIC 
 

1) The seating you have been directed to we expect you to remain in for the duration of the service: this 
provides 6’ minimum social distancing between you and other people in our sanctuary this day: the pew 
noodles help multiple family units remain apart. 

a. If you must make a bathroom call, please exit to the center aisle:  
i. At Zion, please walk forward, to the left and through the robing sacristy, out into the 

hallway, take a left and proceed to the restroom across from the main office. Retrace 
your steps back to your seating location. 

ii. At Bethel, please walk forward, to the right and out the door to the office hallway and 
downstairs to the rest rooms in the undercroft. Retrace your steps back to your seating 
location. 

2) When the service is over, the congregation will be released from the rear-most seating towards the 
front: please exit directly from the church to your vehicles: small group gatherings and coffee hour are 
not yet permitted. 

3) The communion kit you received upon entering will be consecrated during the Great Thanksgiving from 
the altar by the pastor. Once this has taken place all commune from our locations together. Please 
dispose of communion kit remains in the narthex trash. 

4) Please keep your masks on during the service EXCEPT for your receiving of communion. 
5) No live, in-person singing will be permitted for the foreseeable future. 
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 ELCA – Yoked Reconciling Communities of Faith and Service 
 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
"To boldly share God's Love and Grace universally in and through our communities." 

 
 

VISION STATEMENT 
Modeling the welcoming nature of God, we are humbly called and driven by the Spirit to witness, engage and 

walk with each other authentically, as Jesus’ hands and feet, providing spiritual,  
emotional and physical nourishment. 

 

Through evolving partnerships with ecumenical and other social service organizations we affirm justice and 
wholeness under the “agency of Grace” that feed the needs and hope of all. 

 
 

The Rev. Andrew H. Borden, Pastor 
pastor_andrew.b@verizon.net 

 

Ann Spinner, Parish Administrator        Beverly Sampson, Bethel Preschool Director 
                                             bethelauburn@verizon.net                     bethel_preschool_auburn@outlook.com 
                                             Main Office: 508-832-3427                           Preschool Office: 508-832-9411 

 

                                   Shannon Papandrea, Sexton             Louisa Klaven, AIM – Licensed Lay Minister 
 

Worcester Campus - Zion Lutheran   Auburn Campus - Bethel Lutheran 
                                              41 Whitmarsh Avenue, 01606                           90 Bryn Mawr Avenue, 01501                                                        

                           The-Community-of-Zion-Lutheran-Worcester.org                BethelAuburnELCA.org 
 
 

                                                Organist – Karen Couturier                 Principal Organist/Choral Director – Brenda Salvi 
                                           Choral/Bell Director – Sally Bond    Associate Organist/Choral Director – Lois Toeppner, Deacon 
                                                 President – Donna Hayes                                 Bell Director – Adam Hanks 
                                                                                                                        President – Preston Sturdevant 
 

 RECONCILING IN CHRIST                
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