through our Central MA campuses

Love is spoken here! Be the living Eucharist!

All are welcome here!
This church and this altar belong to God, and not to us. All people are welcome to participate in every aspect of
our worship, including our open table for the Eucharist. We are honored by your presence this day and hope
you find peace and refreshment as we celebrate the extravagant love of God, as followers of the Way of Jesus.

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost – September 1st, 2019
Invited and inviting—that is the nature of the church. By God’s grace in holy baptism we have a place at the banquet table
of the Lord. When, by the power of that same Spirit, humility and mutual love continue among us, the church can be more
inviting still.

GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us in community as the people of the Way.

PRELUDE
CALL TO WORSHIP
The assembly stands to collectively center for worship and contemplate God’s graciousness.
We are here to worship a remarkable God.
The love of God welcomes us, the grace of Christ awaits us and the joy of the Spirit enfolds us.
Don’t come as slaves, come as the truly free. Don’t come as petitioners, come as those who are already heard.
Don’t come as interlopers, come as invited guests. Don’t come as the outsiders, come as much-wanted children.
The love of God emboldens us. the grace of Christ redeems us and the joy of the Spirit uplifts us.
Come as the joyful, come as the eager, come as the thankful, come as the recipients of amazing grace.
The love of God overflows our hearts, the grace of Christ liberates our spirits
and the joy of the Spirit sings in our minds.

GATHERING HYMN

O praise the Gracious Power
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ,
the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all! And also with you!

CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF APPROACH
Let us pray: O God, You resist those who are proud and give grace to those who are humble. Please give to us the
humility of Your Son, that we may embody the generosity of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen!

WORD
God speaks to us in poetry, creative writing, scripture, preaching, and song.

A READING FROM HEBREW SCRIPTURE (Tanakh): Proverbs 25:6-7

The Message*
The book of Proverbs is part of a collection of writings known as wisdom literature. Wisdom literature gave directions to
Israel’s leaders and people for the conduct of daily life. Today’s reading is about humility.
Don’t work yourself into the spotlight; don’t push your way into the place of prominence. It’s better to be promoted to a
place of honor than face humiliation by being demoted.
Response Word of God, Word of Life! Thanks be to God!

PSALM 112

read responsively

Hallelujah! Blessed is the person who [stands in awe of] the LORD and is happy to obey [the Lord’s] commands.
2
[Their] descendants will grow strong on the earth. The family of a decent person will be blessed.
3
Wealth and riches will be in [their] home. [Their] righteousness continues forever.
4
Light will shine in the dark for a decent person. [They are] merciful, compassionate, and fair.
5
All goes well for the person who is generous and lends willingly. [They earn] an honest living.
6
[They] will never fail. A righteous person will always be remembered.
7
[They are] not afraid of bad news. [Their] heart remains secure, full of confidence in the LORD.
8
[Their] heart is steady, and [they are] not afraid. In the end [they] will look triumphantly at [their] enemies.
9
[They give] freely to poor people. [Their] righteousness continues forever. [Their] head is raised in honor.
10
The wicked person sees this and becomes angry. [They angrily grit their] teeth and disappear.
The hope that wicked people have will vanish.

A READING FROM CHRISTIAN SCRIPTURE: Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16

God’s Word Translation*
The conclusion of the letter to the Hebrews contains suggestions for the conduct of a holy life, all of which are shaped by
God’s love toward us in Jesus Christ.
2
13 Continue to love each other. Don’t forget to show hospitality to believers you don’t know. By doing this some believers
3
have shown hospitality to angels without being aware of it. Remember those in prison as if you were in prison with them.
Remember those who are mistreated as if you were being mistreated.
4
Marriage is honorable in every way, so husbands and wives should be faithful to each other. God will judge those who
commit sexual sins, especially those who commit adultery.
5
6
Don’t love money. Be happy with what you have because God has said, “I will never abandon you or leave you.” So we
can confidently say,
“The Lord is my helper. I will not be afraid. What can mortals do to me?”
7
Remember your leaders who have spoken God’s word to you. Think about how their lives turned out, and imitate their
faith.
8
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.
Response Word of God, Word of Life! Thanks be to God!

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
The assembly stands to welcome Jesus, the living Word, in song.
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Preface The Holy Gospel according to Luke! Glory to you, O Lord!

A READING FROM THE HOLY GOSPELS (Good News): Luke 14:16-23

Scholar’s Edition*
Jesus told [a follower]: Someone was having a big dinner and invited many guests. At the dinner hour the host sent his
[servant] to tell the guests: “Come, it’s ready now.” But one by one they all began to make excuses. The first said to him, “I
just bought a farm, and I have to go and inspect it; please excuse me.” And another said, “I just bought a pair pairs of
oxen, and I’m on my way to check them out; please excuse me.” And another said, “I just got married, and so I cannot
attend.” So the [servant] came back and reported these excuses to his master. Then the master of the house got angry
and instructed the [servant[: “Quick! Go out into the streets and alleys of the town, and usher in the poor, and crippled, the
blind and the lame.”
And the [servant] said, “Sir, your orders have been carried out, and there’s still room.”
And the master said to the [servant], “Then go out into the roads and the country lanes, and [urge] people to come in so
my house will be filled.”
Response The Gospel of our Lord! Praise to you, O Christ!
.

COLLECT (Collecting our hearts for the Message)
Let us pray: God our holy Friend, You invite us to participate in a hospitality which is something else! Help us not only to
accept it with thanksgiving, but to freely share it with those whose lives are restricted or crushed by the meanness of this
rapacious world. Make us not only receivers but generous and unostentatious givers. to the glory of Your name, through
Christ Jesus our Divine Brother, Amen!

MESSAGE
HYMN OF THE DAY
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Pastor Andrew
Let us go now to the banquet
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Sustained and nurtured by our generous God, we gather as one praying for the church, the world, and all of God’s
creation.
A brief silence.
God of peace, we pray for the leaders, teachers, and preachers who fearlessly share Your word and who reveal You
through humble sacrifice. Uphold and sustain all who seek to live in a way that is pleasing to You. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of generosity, we pray for crops growing ripe in the fields and fruit becoming ready to harvest. Grant safety to
workers who will gather this bounty, and bless the yield to come. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of power, we pray for humility, kindness, and generosity to be instilled in the leaders of all nations. Inspire them to
become models of servanthood, and to work for worldwide peace and prosperity. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of love, we pray for all those who are forgotten or pushed aside; for those who are suffering from poverty, neglect,
physical or emotional trauma; and those who are homeless or are without a homeland (especially). Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of grace, we pray for students of all ages and disciplines, teachers and professors, teaching assistants and aids,
substitute teachers, and administrators. Provide safety in travel and in the classroom, so that a spirit of learning is fostered
for all. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of mercy, we remember those You love who now rest from their labors. Grant all Your beloved saints a place at Your
eternal banquet table. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Assured by Your promise to hear us, we lay our prayers before Your throne of grace; through Christ our Lord. Amen!

CONFESSION & RENEWAL
Love and mercy always await those who turn to God. Let us pray: God of the weak willed and God of the strong, of the
clever and the foolish, the humble and the powerful, please continue to have mercy on Your people:
Forgive the weak for giving in too easily when the pressures of work,
family or community wear them down until they become irritable.
Forgive the strong for pushing ahead with scant regard for those in their way,
and for despising those who can’t push back.
Forgive the foolish for rushing into poor decisions, and then berating others when things go drastically wrong.
Forgive the clever for using their skills and knowledge to overwhelm lesser intellects in order to get their own way.
Forgive the humble for using their lowly status as an excuse for the evasion of responsibility when challenged by
Your Holy Spirit.
Forgive the powerful for becoming arrogant and insensitive to the needs and troubles of those who
are effected by their decisions.
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Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy.
Most loving God, bring to bear on our lives the saving grace of Christ Jesus. Give us the desire and the courage to repent,
and help us not to be too proud to accept a mercy which asks nothing but our acceptance of it. Enable us to put right
whatever we can, and to let go of the remainder, leaving it in Your hands. Through Christ our Lord. Amen!
My friends ☩ we are set free: to be a forgiven people, and to become a forgiving people in all our dealings with those who
sin against us! Thanks be to God!

SHARING OF THE PEACE

All are encouraged to greet others in Christ’s name.

The peace of the risen Christ be with you always! And, also with you!

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of the risen and ascended Christ!

GATHERING OF GIFTS
OFFERTORY
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As the gifts of bread, wine, and currency are brought forward, the assembly stands.
Come to the ta-ble of mer-cy, pre-pared with the wine and the bread.
All who are hun-gry and thirst-y, come and your souls will be fed.
Come at the Lord’s in-vi-ta-tion; re-ceive from his nail-scarred hand.
Eat of the bread of sal-va-tion; drink of the blood of the Lamb.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Let us pray: Blessed are You, O God, for the greening earth given for all people, for the talents and skills we are each
given to share, and for this bread and wine! Please transform us to be the hands and feet of Jesus at work in this world,
that, feasting on this food and drink, our lives may reflect Your generosity; through Christ our Lord, Amen!

PREPARATION OF THE ALTAR
God of the cosmos vastness, present within and through all things; Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer, Your goodness
persists in meeting us with Your mercy and grace! All You have made is good. Your love endures forever!

THANKSGIVING FOR JESUS’ LIFE AND OUR SALVATION
The Lord be with you! And also with you!
Let us open up your hearts! We open them up to the Lord!
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God! It is right to give God thanks and praise!
Pastor Andrew gives thanks for God’s salvation in Jesus Christ.
…let us now join in song:

SANCTUS
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CHRIST’S WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Pastor Andrew prays for the Spirit’s presence in us who are gathered and the meal we share.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time
of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are Yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The bread which we break is a sharing of the body of Christ.
We being many are one body, for we all share in the one bread.
Jesus Christ is the Lamb of God, who has taken away the sins of the world. Happy are they who are called to his supper.
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word and I shall be healed.
Behold who you are! Become what you receive!
Thanks be to God!

AGNUS DEI (Lamb of God)
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THE EUCHARIST

(intinction-dipping of host into the chalice of wine or grape juice)
Believing in the real presence of Christ, Grace Ministries practices open-table, Eucharistic hospitality.
All people , baptized or not, are welcomed to The Meal.
Those who do not wish to commune may come forward for a blessing signified by crossed arms.

POST COMMUNION TABLE BLESSING
POST EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Let us pray: O God, in this holy communion You have welcomed us into Your presence, nourished us with words of
mercy, and fed us at Your table! Amid the cares of this life, please strengthen us to love You with all our heart, serve all
people near and far with a willing spirit, and honor the earth You have made; through Christ our Lord, Amen!

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING
The Lord bless us and keep us as we continue our journey in this life.
The Lord’s face shine on us with grace, mercy and guidance as we seek to live lives of faith in a world where many others
do not know the peace of a relationship with God.
The Lord look upon us with favor and ☩ give us peace. Amen!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
SENDING HYMN
DISMISSAL
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O God of light
Go in peace! Christ is sending us! Thanks be to God!
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POSTLUDE
From Sundays and Seasons.com, Copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #28372. CCLI license #313059, Collect, Confession/Renewal, per The Rev. Bruce Prewer @ www.bruceprewer.com

*Scripture translations are in the public domain and sourced through http://www.biblegateway.com

ALLERGY NOTICES
NOTE 1: The chalice next to Pastor Andrew contains wine while the small chalice on the outside contains grape juice.
NOTE 2: If you require a gluten-free offering, uncontaminated by wheat, and uncontaminated wine, please let Pastor Andrew as they
are available.

ELCA –

Yoked Communities of Faith and Service

MISSION STATEMENT
"To boldly share God's Love and Grace universally in and through our communities."
VISION STATEMENT
Modeling the welcoming nature of God, we are humbly called and driven by the Spirit to witness, engage and walk with
each other authentically, as Jesus’ hands and feet, providing spiritual, emotional and physical nourishment.
Through evolving partnerships with ecumenical and other social service organizations we affirm justice and wholeness
under the “agency of Grace” that feed the needs and hope of all.

The Rev. Andrew H. Borden, Pastor
pastor_andrew.b@verizon.net

Ann Spinner, Parish Administrator
bethelauburn@verizon.net
Office: 508-832-3427
Shannon Papandrea, Sexton

Louisa Klaven, Associate in Ministry – Licensed Lay Minister
The Rev. Rafaela Morales Rosa and The Rev. John Nieman, Rotating 2nd & 4th Sunday worship leaders
Worcester Campus

- Zion Lutheran

Auburn Campus

41 Whitmarsh Avenue, 01606
The-Community-of-Zion-Lutheran-Worcester.org
Organist – Karen Couturier
Choral/Bell Director – Sally Bond
President – Donna Hayes

Principal Organist/Choral Director – Brenda Salvi
Associate Organist/Choral Director – Lois Toeppner, Deacon
Bell Director – Adam Hanks
President – Preston Sturdevant

NES: A RECONCILING IN CHRIST SYNOD
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- Bethel Lutheran

90 Bryn Mawr Avenue, 01501
BethelAuburnELCA.org

