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 through our RIC Central MA campuses           Love is spoken here! Be the living Eucharist! 
 
 

All are welcome here! 
This church and this altar belong to God, and not to us. All people are welcome to participate in every aspect of 
our worship, including our open table for the Eucharist. We are honored by your presence this day and hope 
you find peace and refreshment as we celebrate the extravagant love of God, as followers of the Way of Jesus. 
 

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost – August 2nd, 2020 
 

In the Eucharist we remember all who are hungry or poor and reflect upon the renewing aspect of Jesus’ body and blood 
for us all after having wrestled with various challenges since last we approached this table of Grace. As we share the 
bread of life, we are sent refreshed to live life fully in every moment, and give ourselves away as bread for the hungry. 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us in community as the people of the Way. 

PRELUDE                                                      
  

CALL TO WORSHIP 
This is a time for seeking, for seeking and then being found. 

As for me, O God, I will seek Your face in sincerity and truth. 
This is a time for asking, from One who knows our needs before we even speak. 

I shall be more satisfied, O God, to wake up to Your likeness within me. 
 
 

GREETING                          The grace of our risen Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ, 
the love of God, and communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all! And also with you! 

 

PRAYER OF APPROACH 
Let us pray: Glorious God, Your generosity waters the world with goodness, and You cover creation with abundance. 
Please awaken in us a hunger for the food that satisfies both body and spirit, and with this food fill all the starving world; 
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen! 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in poetry, creative writing, scripture, preaching, and song. 

 

A READING FROM HEBREW SCRIPTURE (Tanakh): Genesis 32:22-31                       God’s Word Translation*                              
Jacob wrestled all night with God, and when God wanted to get away as dawn was breaking, Jacob would not let God go 
until God had blessed him. Jacob’s name is changed to Israel to mark his new relationship with God as he enters the 
land. Jacob is astonished that he remains alive after seeing God face-to-face. 
 

22 During that night [Jacob] got up and gathered his two wives, his two slaves and his eleven children and crossed at the 
shallow part of the Jabbok River. 23 After he sent them across the stream, he sent everything else across. 24 So Jacob was 
left alone. Then a man wrestled with him until dawn. 25 When the man saw that he could not win against Jacob, he 
touched the socket of Jacob’s hip so that it was dislocated as they wrestled. 26 Then the man said, “Let me go; it’s almost 
dawn.” 

But Jacob answered, “I won’t let you go until you bless me.” 
27 So the man asked him, “What’s your name?” 

“Jacob,” he answered. 
28 The man said, “Your name will no longer be Jacob but Israel [He Struggles With God], because you have struggled with 
God and with men—and you have won.” 
29 Jacob said, “Please tell me your name.” 

The man answered, “Why do you ask for my name?” Then he blessed Jacob there. 30 So Jacob named that place Peniel 
[Face of God], because he said, “I have seen God face to face, but my life was saved.” 31 The sun rose as he passed 
Penuel. He was limping because of his hip. 

Response   Word of God, Word of Life! Thanks be to God! 
PSALM 17:1-7, 15                              read responsively 
1 Hear my plea for justice, O LORD. Pay attention to my cry. Open Your ears to my prayer, 

which comes from lips free from deceit. 
2 Let the verdict of my innocence come directly from You. Let Your eyes observe what is fair. 
3 You have probed my heart. You have confronted me at night. You have [refined] me like silver,  

but You found nothing wrong. I have determined that my mouth will not sin. 
4 I have avoided cruelty because of Your word. In spite of what others have done, 
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5 my steps have remained firmly in Your paths. My feet have not slipped. 
6 I have called on You because You answer me, O God. Turn Your ear toward me. Hear what I have to say. 
7 Reveal Your miraculous deeds of mercy, O Savior of those who find refuge by Your side from those who attack them. 
 

MUSICAL ACCLAMATION                                                                                                               ELW pg. 102 
Please NO SINGING. 

 

Preface   The Holy Gospel according to Matthew!  Glory to you, O Lord! 
 

A READING FROM THE HOLY GOSPELS (Good News): Matthew 14:13-21                 God’s Word Translation* 
13 When Jesus heard about John [the Baptist’s death], he left in a boat and went to a place where he could be alone. The 
crowds heard about this and followed him on foot from the cities. 14 When Jesus got out of the boat, he saw a large crowd. 
He felt sorry for them and cured their sick people. 
15 In the evening the disciples came to him. They said, “No one lives around here, and it’s already late. Send the crowds to 
the villages to buy food for themselves.” 
16 Jesus said to them, “They don’t need to go away. You give them something to eat.” 
17 They told him, “All we have here are five loaves of bread and two fish.” 
18 Jesus said, “Bring them to me.” 
19 Then he ordered the people to sit down on the grass. After he took the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to 
heaven and blessed the food. He broke the loaves apart, gave them to the disciples, and they gave them to the 
people. 20 All of them ate as much as they wanted. When they picked up the leftover pieces, they filled twelve baskets. 
21 About five thousand men had eaten. (This number does not include the women and children who had eaten.) 
 

.Response   The Gospel of our Lord! Praise to you, O Christ! 
COLLECT                    
Let us pray: Most wonderful God, in You there are always more blessings than we can imagine. Please give to us that 
generous spirit which places all that we have at Your disposal. Then by the love of Christ, let it be multiplied in ways we 
cannot measure or control. For the welfare of humanity and the glory of Your name. Through Jesus our Lord. Amen! 
 

MESSAGE                                            Pastor Andrew 
 
 

HYMN MEDITATION                            My Shepherd, You supply my need                         see lyrics below 
 

Please NO SINGING. 
CONFESSION/ABSOLUTION 
We confess our sin, and the sins of our society, in the misuse of God’s creation. 
 

Silence for reflection 
 

God our Creator, we are sorry for the times when we have used Your gifts carelessly, and acted ungratefully. Hear 
our prayer, and in Your mercy: 

forgive us and help us. 
We enjoy the fruits of the harvest, but sometimes forget that You have given them to us. Lord, in Your mercy: 

forgive us and help us. 
We belong to a people who are full and satisfied, but ignore the cry of the hungry. Lord, in Your mercy: 

forgive us and help us. 
We are thoughtless, and do not care enough for the world You have made. Lord, in Your mercy: 

forgive us and help us. 
We store up goods for ourselves alone, as if there were no God and no heaven. Lord, in Your mercy: 

forgive us and help us. 
 

The almighty and merciful ☩ Lord grant us pardon and forgiveness of all our sins, time for amendment of life, and the 
grace and strength of the Holy Spirit. Amen! 
 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Confident of Your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
You take resources that appear to be meager, bless them, and there is enough. May Your church trust that what You 
bless and ask us to share with the world is abundantly sufficient. Lord, in Your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
Your bountiful creation offers sustenance and life for all creatures. Please protect this abundance for the well-being of all. 
Reverse the damage we have caused Your creation. Replenish ground water supplies, provide needed rains in places of 
drought, and protect forests from wildfires. Lord, in Your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
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You offer Yourself to all the nations and peoples of the earth, inviting everyone to abundant life. Please bring the prophetic 
vision to fullness, that all nations will run to You and that nations who do not know You will find their joy in You. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
You open Your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing. Please hear the anguish of tender hearts who cry to You 
in suffering and satisfy their deepest needs. Bring wholeness and healing to those who suffer in body, heart, soul, and 
mind (especially). Lord, in Your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
You offer freely the fullness of salvation. Please give our congregations of Grace such welcoming hearts, that our words 
and actions may extend Your free and abundant hospitality to all whom we encounter. Lord, in Your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
You gather Your saints as one, united in the body of Jesus. Please bring us with all Your saints to the heavenly banquet. 
We remember with love and thanksgiving the saints we have known. Lord, in Your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from Your love, we offer these prayers to You; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 

THE PEACE            The peace of our Lord be with us all! And also with you! 
 

Maintaining social-distancing, wave to your sisters and brothers in Christ! 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of the risen and ascended Christ! 

 

PREPARATION OF THE TABLE 
Wise and gracious God, You spread a table before us; please nourish Your people with the word of life and the bread 
of heaven. Amen! 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR JESUS’ LIFE AND OUR SALVATION 
The Lord be with you! And also with you! 

Let us open up our hearts! We open them up to the Lord! 
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God! It is right to give God thanks and praise! 

 

Pastor Andrew gives thanks for God’s salvation in Jesus Christ. 
 
 

CHRIST’S WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
Pastor Andrew prays for the Spirit’s presence in us who are gathered and the meal we share. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time 
of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are Yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The bread which we break is a sharing of the body of Christ. 

We being many are one body, for we all share in the one bread. 
Jesus Christ is the Lamb of God, who has taken away the sins of the world. Happy are they who are called to his supper. 

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word and I shall be healed. 
Behold who you are! Become what you receive!  

Thanks be to God! 
AGNUS DEI (Lamb of God)                                                                                                                 ELW pg. 112 
 

The liturgy is played for meditative purposes – PLEASE no singing out loud, whisper in your heart! 
 

THE EUCHARIST** 
      

NOTE: For the immediate future, communion kits will be our method of receiving the Eucharist. 
 

We apologize that at this time we cannot offer a gluten-free alternative. 
Believing in the real presence of Christ, Grace Ministries practices open-table, Eucharistic hospitality.  

All people , baptized or not, are welcomed to The Meal. 
 

POST EUCHARISTIC PRAYER        
Let us pray; Faithful God, in baptism You have adopted us as Your children, made us members of the body of Christ 
and chosen us as inheritors of Your kingdom: we thank You that in this Eucharist You renew Your promises within us, 
empower us by Your Spirit to witness and to serve, and send us out as disciples of Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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BLESSING                           
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 

nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 
God, the Creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, bless us and keep us in eternal love. Amen. 

 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
     

DISMISSAL                               Go in peace! Christ is with us! Thanks be to God! 
 

POSTLUDE                         
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com, Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #28372. CCLI license #313059, Call to Worship, Collect per http://www.bruceprewer.com/DocA/36PENT.htm, Preparation of the 
Table, Confession/Absolution, Post Communion Prayer per www.churchofengland.org  

*Scripture translations are in the public domain and sourced through http://www.biblegateway.com 
 
 

**EUCHARISTIC STATEMENT – Martin Luther and the ELCA’s Means of Grace 
 
"When you have partaken of this sacrament, therefore, or desire to partake of it, you must in turn 
share the misfortunes of the fellowship, . . . Here your heart must go out in love and learn that this is a 
sacrament of love. As love and support are given to you, you in turn must render love and support to 
Christ in his needy ones. You must feel with sorrow all the dishonor done to Christ in his holy Word, 
all the misery of Christendom, all the unjust suffering of the innocent, with which the world is 
everywhere filled to overflowing. You must fight, work, pray, and—if you cannot do more—have 
heartfelt sympathy . . . It is Christ 's will, then, that we partake of it frequently, in order that we may 
remember him and exercise ourselves in this fellowship according to his example." 
 
Thusly, through the efficacy of Godly love, let us be the living Eucharist! 

 

 
WORSHIP REMINDERS DURING COVID-19 PANDEMIC 

 

1) The seating you have been directed to we expect you to remain in for the duration of 
the service: this provides 6’ minimum social distancing between you and other people 
in our sanctuary this day: the pew noodles help multiple family units remain apart. 

a. If you must make a bathroom call, please exit to the center aisle:  
i. At Zion, please walk forward, to the left and through the robing sacristy, out 

into the hallway, take a left and proceed to the restroom across from the 
main office. Retrace your steps back to your seating location. 

ii. At Bethel, please walk forward, to the right and out the door to the office 
hallway and downstairs to the rest rooms in the undercroft. Retrace your 
steps back to your seating location. 

2) When the service is over, the congregation will be released from the rear-most seating 
towards the front: please exit directly from the church to your vehicles: small group 
gatherings and coffee hour are not yet permitted. 

3) The communion kit you received upon entering will be consecrated during the Great 
Thanksgiving from the altar by the pastor. Once this has taken place all commune from 
our locations together. Please dispose of communion kit remains in the narthex trash. 

4) Please keep your masks on during the service EXCEPT for your receiving of 
communion. 

5) No live, in-person singing will be permitted for the foreseeable future. 
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 ELCA – Yoked Reconciling Communities of Faith and Service 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
"To boldly share God's Love and Grace universally in and through our communities." 

 
 

VISION STATEMENT 
Modeling the welcoming nature of God, we are humbly called and driven by the Spirit to witness, engage and walk with 

each other authentically, as Jesus’ hands and feet, providing spiritual, emotional and physical nourishment. 
 

Through evolving partnerships with ecumenical and other social service organizations we affirm justice and wholeness 
under the “agency of Grace” that feed the needs and hope of all.  

 
 

The Rev. Andrew H. Borden, Pastor 
pastor_andrew.b@verizon.net 

 

Ann Spinner, Parish Administrator        Beverly Sampson, Bethel Preschool Director 
                                             bethelauburn@verizon.net                     bethel_preschool_auburn@outlook.com 
                                             Main Office: 508-832-3427                           Preschool Office: 508-832-9411 

 

                                   Shannon Papandrea, Sexton             Louisa Klaven, AIM – Licensed Lay Minister 
 

Worcester Campus - Zion Lutheran   Auburn Campus - Bethel Lutheran 
                                              41 Whitmarsh Avenue, 01606                           90 Bryn Mawr Avenue, 01501                                                        

                           The-Community-of-Zion-Lutheran-Worcester.org                BethelAuburnELCA.org 
 
 

                                                Organist – Karen Couturier                 Principal Organist/Choral Director – Brenda Salvi 
                                           Choral/Bell Director – Sally Bond    Associate Organist/Choral Director – Lois Toeppner, Deacon 
                                                 President – Donna Hayes                                 Bell Director – Adam Hanks 
                                                                                                                        President – Preston Sturdevant 
 

 RECONCILING IN CHRIST                


