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 through our RIC Central MA campuses           Love is spoken here! Be the living Eucharist! 
 
 

All are welcome here! 
This church and this altar belong to God, and not to us. All people are welcome to participate in every aspect of 
our worship, including our open table for the Eucharist. We are honored by your presence this day and hope 
you find peace and refreshment as we celebrate the extravagant love of God, as followers of the Way of Jesus. 
 

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost – July 5th, 2020 
 

The “mind of God” is not like our human mind. God’s ways appear to be mysterious from our perspective and appear 
hidden from the wise and intelligent. Jesus associates with those often excluded from the religious community. Like Paul, 
we struggle with our own selfish desires and seek God’s mercy and forgiveness. We gather to be refreshed by Christ’s 
invitation: “Come to me, all you that are weary.” Gathered around word, water, and meal, we find rest for our souls. 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us in community as the people of the Way. 

 
 

GREETING                          The grace of our risen Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ, 
the love of God, and communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all! And also with you! 

 

PRAYER OF APPROACH 
Let us pray: Holy Friend, bless us as we come, ready or unready, strong in faith or weak. 
 

Without You our worship is nothing and we are nothing. Yet, with Your blessing we are the heirs to the wealth of Your love 
and our worship is larger than words and songs can ever express! Holy Friend, please bless us again, that this time with 
You may openly celebrate that glory which, though veiled, will be present throughout all the busyness of this new week as 
we live our lives as worship! 
 

Through Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen! 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in poetry, creative writing, scripture, preaching, and song. 

 

A READING FROM CHRISTIAN SCRIPTURE: Romans 7:15-23b                                                  The Message*                              
Life captive to sin is a catch-22 existence in which we know good but do not do it and do things we know to be wrong. 
Through Jesus Christ, God has set us free from such a futile existence. 
 

14-16 I can anticipate the response that is coming: “I know that all God’s commands are spiritual, but I’m not. Isn’t this also 
your experience?” Yes. I’m full of myself—after all, I’ve spent a long time in sin’s prison. What I don’t understand about 
myself is that I decide one way, but then I act another, doing things I absolutely despise. So if I can’t be trusted to figure 
out what is best for myself and then do it, it becomes obvious that God’s command is necessary. 
17-20 But I need something more! For if I know the law but still can’t keep it, and if the power of sin within me keeps 
sabotaging my best intentions, I obviously need help! I realize that I don’t have what it takes. I can will it, but I can’t do it. I 
decide to do good, but I don’t really do it; I decide not to do bad, but then I do it anyway. My decisions, such as they are, 
don’t result in actions. Something has gone wrong deep within me and gets the better of me every time. 
21-23 It happens so regularly that it’s predictable. The moment I decide to do good, sin is there to trip me up. I truly delight 
in God’s commands, but it’s pretty obvious that not all of me joins in that delight. Parts of me covertly rebel, and just when 
I least expect it, they take charge. 
24 I’ve tried everything and nothing helps. I’m at the end of my rope. Is there no one who can do anything for me? Isn’t that 
the real question? 
25 The answer, thank God, is that Jesus Christ can and does. He acted to set things right in this life of contradictions 
where I want to serve God with all my heart and mind, but am pulled by the influence of sin to do something totally 
different. 

Response   Word of God, Word of Life! Thanks be to God! 
PSALM 145:8-14                                   read in unison 
8 The LORD is merciful, compassionate, patient, and always ready to forgive. 
9 The LORD is good to everyone and has compassion for everything that [the Lord] has made. 
10 Everything that You have made will give thanks to You, O LORD, and Your faithful ones will praise You. 
11 Everyone will talk about the glory of Your kingdom and will tell the descendants of Adam about Your might 
12 in order to make known Your mighty deeds and the glorious honor of Your kingdom. 
13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom. Your empire endures throughout every generation. 
14 The LORD supports everyone who falls [and] straightens the backs of those who are bent over. 
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Preface   The Holy Gospel according to Matthew!  Glory to you, O Lord! 
 

A READING FROM THE HOLY GOSPELS (Good News): Matthew 11:16-19a, 25-26    God’s Word Translation* 
16 “How can I describe the people who are living now? They are like children who sit in the marketplaces and shout to 
other children, 
17 ‘We played music for you, but you didn’t dance. We sang a funeral song, but you didn’t show any sadness.’ 
18 “John [the Baptist} came neither eating nor drinking, and people say, ‘There’s a demon in him!’ 19 The Son of Man came 
eating and drinking, and people say, ‘Look at him! He’s a glutton and a drunk, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ 
25 At that time Jesus said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, for hiding these things from wise and intelligent 
people and revealing them to little children. 26 Yes, Father, this is what pleased you. 

.Response   The Gospel of our Lord! Praise to you, O Christ! 
COLLECT                    
Let us pray: Most awesome Friend, in You there is always incomparable rest for the tired and wounded human spirit. 
Please teach us to come to you without hesitation, and to take the will of Christ upon ourselves with joy and gratitude, that 
we may indeed discover for ourselves that his yoke is easy and his burden is light. In the liberty of the Holy Spirit, in the 
name of Jesus of Nazareth, all praise and glory be to You our God, forever! Amen! 
 

MESSAGE                                             
 
 

CONFESSION/ABSOLUTION 
It is not easy being a follower of Jesus’ WAY in this irreligious era; but that is no excuse for our lapses into the evil of the 
world. Now is the time for confession. 
  

Lord Jesus Christ, we confess we have failed you as did your first disciples. We ask for your mercy and your help. Our 
selfishness betrays you: Lord, forgive us. 

Christ have mercy. 
We fail to share the pain of your suffering: Lord, forgive us. 

Christ have mercy. 
We run away from those who abuse you: Lord, forgive us. 

Christ have mercy. 
We are afraid of being known to belong to you: Lord, forgive us. 

Christ have mercy. 
 

Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy our sins are forgiven. Let us live now in hope. For hope does 
not disappoint, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit. Amen! 
 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world. 

A brief silence. 
 

We pray for the church. Please sustain us as we share Your word. Embrace us as we struggle to find our common 
ground. Lift up leaders with powerful and prophetic voices. Free us from stagnant faith. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
We pray for the well-being of creation. Please empower us in protecting the air, water, and land from abuse and pollution. 
Free us from apathy in our care of creation and direct us toward sustainable living. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
We pray for the nations (especially the United States and Canada, celebrating their nationhood). Please guide leaders in 
developing just policies and guide difficult conversations. Free us from patriotism that hinders relationship-building. Lead 
us to expansive love for our neighbor. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
We pray for all in need. For all who are tired, feeling despair, sick, or oppressed (especially). Please continue in take their 
yoke upon You and easing their burdens. Give Your consolation and free us from all that keeps us bound and unable to 
be the embodiment of Your grace and mercy. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
We pray for these congregations of Grace. Please bless pastors, deacons, and congregational leaders. Energize 
children’s ministry volunteers, church administrators, and those who maintain our building. Shine in these campuses that 
we might notice the ways Your love transforms our lives. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
We give thanks for those who have died in faith (especially). Please welcome them into Your eternal rest and comfort us 
in our grief until we are joined with them in new life. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 



 

pg. 3 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of the risen and ascended Christ! 

 

EUCHARISTIC MEAL * 
Gathered at the Lord's table, our congregation remembers with thanksgiving that "in the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me."  

 

THE EUCHARIST  
      

NOTE: For the immediate future, communion kits will be our method of receiving the Eucharist. 
 

Believing in the real presence of Christ, Grace Ministries practices open-table, Eucharistic hospitality.  
All people , baptized or not, are welcomed to The Meal. 

 

POST EUCHARISTIC PRAYER        
Let us pray; God of the welcome table, in this meal we have feasted on Your goodness and have been united by Your 
presence among us. Please empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts so that we may share Your neighborly love 
with all, through Jesus Christ, the giver of abundant life. Amen. 
 
 

BLESSING    
Christ, who has nourished us with himself the living bread, make us one in praise and love, 

and raise us up at the last day; 
And the blessing of the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, be upon and remain with us forever. Amen. 

 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

‘ 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
     

DISMISSAL                                Go in peace! Christ is with us! Thanks be to God! 
 

 

From Sundays and Seasons.com, Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #28372. CCLI license #313059, Call to Worship, Collect per http://www.bruceprewer.com/DocA/36PENT.htm, Confession per 
www.churchofengland.org  

*Scripture translations are in the public domain and sourced through http://www.biblegateway.com 
 

WORSHIP REMINDERS DURING COVID-19 PANDEMIC 
 

1) The seating you have been directed to we expect you to remain in for the duration of 
the service: this provides 6’ minimum social distancing between you and other people 
in our sanctuary this day: the pew noodles help multiple family units remain apart. 

a. If you must make a bathroom call, please exit to the center aisle:  
i. At Zion, please walk forward, to the left and through the robing sacristy, out 

into the hallway, take a left and proceed to the restroom across from the 
main office. Retrace your steps back to your seating location. 

ii. At Bethel, please walk forward, to the right and out the door to the office 
hallway and downstairs to the rest rooms in the undercroft. Retrace your 
steps back to your seating location. 

2) When the service is over, the congregation will be released from the rear-most seating 
towards the front: please exit directly from the church to your vehicles: small group 
gatherings and coffee hour are not yet permitted. 

3) The communion kit you received upon entering will be consecrated during the Great 
Thanksgiving from the altar by the pastor. Once this has taken place all commune from 
our locations together. Please dispose of communion kit remains in the narthex trash. 

4) Please keep your masks on during the serviced EXCEPT for your receiving of 
communion. 

5) No live, in-person singing will be permitted for the foreseeable future. 
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 ELCA – Yoked Reconciling Communities of Faith and Service 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
"To boldly share God's Love and Grace universally in and through our communities." 

 
 

VISION STATEMENT 
Modeling the welcoming nature of God, we are humbly called and driven by the Spirit to witness, engage and walk with 

each other authentically, as Jesus’ hands and feet, providing spiritual, emotional and physical nourishment. 
 

Through evolving partnerships with ecumenical and other social service organizations we affirm justice and wholeness 
under the “agency of Grace” that feed the needs and hope of all.  

 
 

The Rev. Andrew H. Borden, Pastor 
pastor_andrew.b@verizon.net 

 

Ann Spinner, Parish Administrator        Beverly Sampson, Bethel Preschool Director 
                                             bethelauburn@verizon.net                     bethel_preschool_auburn@outlook.com 
                                             Main Office: 508-832-3427                           Preschool Office: 508-832-9411 

 

                                   Shannon Papandrea, Sexton             Louisa Klaven, AIM – Licensed Lay Minister 
 

Worcester Campus - Zion Lutheran   Auburn Campus - Bethel Lutheran 
                                              41 Whitmarsh Avenue, 01606                           90 Bryn Mawr Avenue, 01501                                                        

                           The-Community-of-Zion-Lutheran-Worcester.org                BethelAuburnELCA.org 
 
 

                                                Organist – Karen Couturier                 Principal Organist/Choral Director – Brenda Salvi 
                                           Choral/Bell Director – Sally Bond    Associate Organist/Choral Director – Lois Toeppner, Deacon 
                                                 President – Donna Hayes                                 Bell Director – Adam Hanks 
                                                                                                                        President – Preston Sturdevant 
 

 RECONCILING IN CHRIST                
 


