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 through our RIC Central MA campuses           Love is spoken here! Be the living Eucharist! 
 
 

All are welcome here! 
This church and this altar belong to God, and not to us. All people are welcome to participate in every aspect of 
our worship, including our open table for the Eucharist. We are honored by your presence this day and hope 
you find peace and refreshment as we celebrate the extravagant love of God, as followers of the Way of Jesus. 
 

The Holy Trinity – June 7th, 2020 
Though the word trinity is not found in the scriptures, today’s second reading includes the apostolic greeting that begins 
the liturgy: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. In 
the gospel Jesus sends his disciples forth to baptize in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. More 
than a doctrine, the Trinity expresses the heart of our faith: we have experienced the God of creation made known in 
Jesus Christ and with us always through the Holy Spirit. We celebrate the mystery of the Holy Trinity in word and 
sacrament, as we profess the creed, and as we are sent into the world to bear witness to our faith. 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us in community as the people of the Way. 

PRELUDE                                                      
  

CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

Called by our Lord Jesus Christ, inspired by the Holy Spirit, blessed by an incomparable Father, 
we come to worship one, holy God. 

O God, our own God, how wonderful is Your name in all the earth. 
Your majesty is the music of the starry skies. yet even children of dust can sing Your praises. 

In the name of the Healer, the Provider and the Enabler, please let Your gratitude and joy be made known. 
O God, our own God, how wonderful is Your name in all the earth! 

 
 

GREETING                          The grace of our risen Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ, 
the love of God, and communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all! And also with you! 

 

PRAYER OF APPROACH 
Let us pray: God of heaven and earth, before the foundation of the universe and the beginning of time You are the triune 
God: Author of creation, eternal Word of salvation, life-giving Spirit of wisdom. Please guide us to all truth by Your Spirit, 
that we may proclaim all that Christ has revealed and rejoice in the glory he shares with us. Glory and praise to You, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen! 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in poetry, creative writing, scripture, preaching, and song. 

 

A READING FROM HEBREW SCRIPTURE (Tanakh): Genesis 1:1-2:4a                        God’s Word Translation*                              
At the beginning of time, God the Creator, God the powerful Word, and God the life-giving Spirit form the earth and all its 
inhabitants. God sees that all this created work is good and then rests on the seventh day. 
 

1 In the beginning God created heaven and earth. 
2 The earth was formless and empty, and darkness covered the deep water. The Spirit of God was hovering over the 
water. 
3 Then God said, “Let there be light!” So there was light. 4 God saw the light was good. So God separated the light from 
the darkness. 5 God named the light day, and the darkness he named night. There was evening, then morning—the first 
day. 
6 Then God said, “Let there be a horizon in the middle of the water in order to separate the water.” 7 So God made the 
horizon and separated the water above and below the horizon. And so it was. 8 God named what was above the 
horizon sky. There was evening, then morning—a second day. 
9 Then God said, “Let the water under the sky come together in one area, and let the dry land appear.” And so it 
was. 10 God named the dry land earth. The water which came together he named sea. God saw that it was good. 11 Then 
God said, “Let the earth produce vegetation: plants bearing seeds, each according to its own type, and fruit trees bearing 
fruit with seeds, each according to its own type.” And so it was. 12 The earth produced vegetation: plants bearing seeds, 
each according to its own type, and trees bearing fruit with seeds, each according to its own type. God saw that they were 
good. 13 There was evening, then morning—a third day. 
14 Then God said, “Let there be lights in the sky to separate the day from the night. They will be signs and will mark 
religious festivals, days, and years. 15 They will be lights in the sky to shine on the earth.” And so it was. 16 God made the 
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two bright lights: the larger light to rule the day and the smaller light to rule the night. He also made the stars. 17 God put 
them in the sky to give light to the earth, 18 to dominate the day and the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. 
God saw that it was good. 19 There was evening, then morning—a fourth day. 
20 Then God said, “Let the water swarm with swimming creatures, and let birds fly through the sky over the earth.” 21 So 
God created the large sea creatures, every type of creature that swims around in the water and every type of flying bird. 
God saw that they were good. 22 God blessed them and said, “Be fertile, increase in number, fill the sea, and let there be 
many birds on the earth.” 23 There was evening, then morning—a fifth day. 
24 Then God said, “Let the earth produce every type of living creature: every type of domestic animal, crawling animal, and 
wild animal.” And so it was. 25 God made every type of wild animal, every type of domestic animal, and every type of 
creature that crawls on the ground. God saw that they were good. 
26 Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, in our likeness. Let them rule the fish in the sea, the birds in the 
sky, the domestic animals all over the earth, and all the animals that crawl on the earth.” 
27 So God created humans in [God’s] image. In the image of God [they were created]. [God] created them male and 
female. 
28 God blessed them and said, “Be fertile, increase in number, fill the earth, and be its master. Rule the fish in the sea, the 
birds in the sky, and all the animals that crawl on the earth.” 
29 God said, “I have given you every plant with seeds on the face of the earth and every tree that has fruit with seeds. This 
will be your food. 30 I have given all green plants as food to every land animal, every bird in the sky, and every animal that 
crawls on the earth—every living, breathing animal.” And so it was. 
31 And God saw everything that [God] had made and that it was very good. There was evening, then morning—the sixth 
day. 

2 Heaven and earth and everything in them were finished. 2 By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been 
doing. On the seventh day [God] stopped the work [being done]. 3 Then God blessed the seventh day and set it apart as 
holy, because on that day [all the work of setting up creation was completed]. 
4 This is the account of heaven and earth when they were created, at the time when the LORD God made earth and 
heaven. 

Response   Word of God, Word of Life! Thanks be to God! 
PSALM 8                                               read in unison 
1 O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name throughout the earth! Your glory is sung above the heavens.  
2 From the mouths of little children and infants,  

you have built a fortress against your opponents to silence the enemy and the avenger. 
3 When I look at your heavens, the creation of your fingers, the moon and the stars that you have set in place— 
4 what is a mortal that you remember him or the Son of Man that you take care of him? 
5 You have made him a little lower than yourself. You have crowned him with glory and honor. 
6 You have made him rule what your hands created. You have put everything under his control: 
7  all the sheep and cattle, the wild animals, 
8  the birds, the fish, whatever swims in the currents of the seas. 
9 O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name throughout the earth! 
 

A READING FROM CHRISTIAN SCRIPTURE: 2 Corinthians 13:5-13                              God’s Word Translation*                              
Following a timeless reminder for us all to often check our own motives and assure our centering in God, Saint Paul 
closes a challenging letter to the Corinthians with an appeal to fellowship in the faith grounded in the triune harmony of 
Christ’s grace, God’s love, and the Spirit’s partnership. 
 

5 Examine yourselves to see whether you are still in [faith as Christ taught us]. Test yourselves! Don’t you recognize that 
you are people in whom Jesus Christ lives? Could it be that you’re failing the test? 6 I hope that you will realize that we 
haven’t failed the test. 7 We pray to God that you won’t do anything wrong. It’s not that we want to prove that we’ve 
passed the test. Rather, we want you to do whatever is right, even if we seem to have failed. 8 We can’t do anything 
against the truth but only to help the truth. 9 We’re glad when we are weak and you are strong. We are also praying for 
your improvement. 
10 That’s why I’m writing this letter while I’m not with you. When I am with you I don’t want to be harsh by using the 
authority that the Lord gave me. The Lord gave us this authority to help you, not to hurt you. 
11 With that, brothers and sisters, I must say goodbye. Make sure that you improve. Accept my encouragement. Share the 
same attitude and live in peace. The God of love and peace will be with you. 12 Greet one another with a holy kiss. All of 
God’s holy people greet you.  
13 May the Lord Jesus Christ’s good will, God’s love, and the Holy Spirit’s presence be with all of you! 

Response   Word of God, Word of Life! Thanks be to God! 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                                                                       ELW 174 
Al-le-lu-ia, al-le-lu-ia. Al-le-lu-ia, al-le-lu-ia.  

 
 
 

Preface   The Holy Gospel according to Matthew!  Glory to you, O Lord! 
 

A READING FROM THE HOLY GOSPELS (Good News): Matthew 28:16-20                 God’s Word Translation* 
 

16 The eleven disciples went to the mountain in Galilee where Jesus had told them to go. 17 When they saw him, they 
bowed down in [adoration], though some had doubts. 
18 When Jesus came near, he spoke to them. He said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 So 
wherever you go, make disciples of all nations: Baptize them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. 20 Teach them to do everything I have commanded you. 

“And remember that I am always with you until the end of time.” 

.Response   The Gospel of our Lord! Praise to you, O Christ! 
COLLECT                    
Let us pray: Almighty and everlasting God, You have given us Your servants grace, by the confession of a true faith, 
to acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity and in the power of the divine majesty to worship the Unity: please 
keep us steadfast in this faith, that we may evermore be defended from all adversities; through Jesus Christ Your Son 
our Lord, who is alive and reigns with You, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen! 
 

MESSAGE                                            Pastor Andrew 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                               Come, join the dance of Trinity                         see lyrics/melody below 
 

CONFESSION/ABSOLUTION 
Let us confess how far we have strayed from Christ and his ways. 
 

Silence for reflection 
Let us pray: God the Father, 

have mercy upon us. 
God the Son, 

have mercy upon us. 
God the Holy Spirit, 

have mercy upon us. 
Holy, blessed and glorious Trinity, 

have mercy upon us. 
As church, we confess the sin of racism and condemn racist rhetoric and the ideology of white supremacy. God, have 
mercy.  

God, have mercy.  
As church, we confess, repent, and repudiate the times when this church has been silent in the face of racial injustice. 
Christ, have mercy.  

Christ, have mercy.  
As church, we declare that the enslavement of black bodies and the removal of indigenous peoples established racism in 
the United States, a truth this nation and this church have yet to fully embrace. Holy Spirit, have mercy.  

Holy Spirit, have mercy.  
Confessions are empty promises without meaningful actions—actions that are grounded in prayer, education, and soul-
searching repentance. The sin of racism separates us from one another. Though we trust that we are reconciled to God 
through Christ’s death and resurrection, we seek such life-giving reconciliation with one another. As we repent, let us not 
turn back to ideologies that promote white supremacy. We trust that God can make all things new. 
 

God, the Father of mercies, has reconciled the world to Godself through the death and resurrection of ☩ the Son, 
Jesus Christ, not counting our trespasses against us, but sending the Holy Spirit to shed abroad Divine love among 
us. By the ministry of reconciliation entrusted by Christ to his church, receive our Lord’s pardon and peace to stand 
before him in his strength alone, this day and evermore. Amen! 
 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world. 

A brief silence. 
 

God of community, You form us as Your church. Please guide our bishops, pastors, and deacons as they lead the church 
in these trying times. With all the baptized, may they be strengthened to share the good news of Jesus Christ, and in 
prayer and action, strive for peace and justice in all the earth. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
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God of creation, You called everything into being. Please sustain this world with Your renewing care. Instill in us a deeper 
wonder for the created world You’ve called good, and a greater humility for our place within it. Kindle in us a creative and 
resilient spirit as we care for the earth and its creatures. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
God of counsel, all authority belongs to You. Encourage the leaders of this and every land to seek peace, equality, and 
unity. Instill wisdom in advocates who work toward justice in often ignored communities (like Chief Seattle, whom we 
commemorate today). Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
God of care, You created us in Your image; we are Your beloved children. May we recognize Your likeness in one 
another. We pray for all mourning the death of Your beloved child, George Floyd. Hold in Your loving embrace all 
experiencing trauma, fear, uncertainty, and loss (especially). Protect vulnerable children and adults from violence or 
neglect; provide what is needed for those lacking access to food, shelter, and other services. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
God of healing, You accompany us in sickness and suffering. Please bring relief to all afflicted with the coronovirus and all 
those isolated now more than ever, especially those in prison or care facilities. Strengthen caregivers, health workers, and 
all whose work ensures the safety and wellbeing of others. Console, heal, and nourish all in need this day (especially). 
Hear us, O God.  

Your mercy is great. 
God of connection, You call us to make Your presence known. Please accompany people of faith as they nurture 
relationships in new ways. Where the sin of racism fractures our relationships, bring repentance and reconciliation. Free 
us for the difficult work ahead in our congregations and communities. Open our hearts for attentive listening so that our 
places of connection are filled with Your Spirit. Hear us, O God.  

Your mercy is great. 
God of companionship, You accompany these bodies of faith. As the rhythms of summer begin, protect all who travel, 
renew all who will enjoy a time of sabbath, and shelter all who will not be protected from the sun’s heat. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
God of compassion, You comfort us in our grief with the promise of the resurrection. We give You thanks for the saints of 
all time and in our lives. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
Let us pray. Praise and thanks to You, holy God, for by Your Word You made all things: You spoke light into darkness, 
called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For Your Word of life, O God,  

we give You thanks and praise.  
By Your Word You called Your people Israel to tell of Your wonderful gifts: freedom from captivity, water on the desert 
journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with You. For Your Word of life, O God,  

we give You thanks and praise.  
Through Jesus, Your Word made flesh, You speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness through the cross, life to those 
entombed by death, the way of Your self-giving love. For Your Word of life, O God,  

we give You thanks and praise. 
Send Your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle Your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our hope, and deepen our love, 
for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to Your Word, O God, please draw near to all who call on You; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with You and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. Amen. 
 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time 
of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are Yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BLESSING                                         Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers. 
Nor things present, nor things to come, 

Nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 
Nor anything else in all creation, 

Will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 
God the Creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, bless us and keep us in eternal love!  Amen! 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
     

DISMISSAL                                               Go in peace! Christ is with us! 
Thanks be to God! 
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POSTLUDE                         
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com, Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #28372. CCLI license #313059, Confession lead/Absolution, Collect per www.churchofengland.org, Call to Worship per 
http://www.bruceprewer.com/DocA/36PENT.htm 

*Scripture translations are in the public domain and sourced through http://www.biblegateway.com  
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 ELCA – Yoked Reconciling Communities of Faith and Service 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
"To boldly share God's Love and Grace universally in and through our communities." 

 
 

VISION STATEMENT 
Modeling the welcoming nature of God, we are humbly called and driven by the Spirit to witness, engage and walk with 

each other authentically, as Jesus’ hands and feet, providing spiritual, emotional and physical nourishment. 
 

Through evolving partnerships with ecumenical and other social service organizations we affirm justice and wholeness 
under the “agency of Grace” that feed the needs and hope of all.  

 
 

The Rev. Andrew H. Borden, Pastor 
pastor_andrew.b@verizon.net 

 

Ann Spinner, Parish Administrator        Beverly Sampson, Bethel Preschool Director 
                                             bethelauburn@verizon.net                     bethel_preschool_auburn@outlook.com 
                                             Main Office: 508-832-3427                           Preschool Office: 508-832-9411 

 

                                   Shannon Papandrea, Sexton             Louisa Klaven, AIM – Licensed Lay Minister 
 

Worcester Campus - Zion Lutheran   Auburn Campus - Bethel Lutheran 
                                              41 Whitmarsh Avenue, 01606                           90 Bryn Mawr Avenue, 01501                                                        

                           The-Community-of-Zion-Lutheran-Worcester.org                BethelAuburnELCA.org 
 
 

                                                Organist – Karen Couturier                 Principal Organist/Choral Director – Brenda Salvi 
                                           Choral/Bell Director – Sally Bond    Associate Organist/Choral Director – Lois Toeppner, Deacon 
                                                 President – Donna Hayes                                 Bell Director – Adam Hanks 
                                                                                                                        President – Preston Sturdevant 
 

 RECONCILING IN CHRIST                
 


