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 through our RIC Central MA campuses           Love is spoken here! Be the living Eucharist! 
 
 

All are welcome here! 
This church and this altar belong to God, and not to us. All people are welcome to participate in every aspect of 
our worship, including our open table for the Eucharist. We are honored by your presence this day and hope 
you find peace and refreshment as we celebrate the extravagant love of God, as followers of the Way of Jesus. 
 

Day of Pentecost – May 31st, 2020 
Pentecost derives its name from the Jewish festival celebrating the harvest and the giving of the law on Mount Sinai fifty 
days after Passover. Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate the Holy Spirit as God’s presence within and among us. In Acts 
the Spirit arrives in rushing wind and flame, bringing God’s presence to all people. Paul reminds us that though we each 
have different capacities, we are unified in the Spirit that equips us with these gifts. Jesus breathes the Holy Spirit on his 
disciples, empowering them to forgive sin. We celebrate that we too are given the breath of the Holy Spirit and sent out to 
proclaim God’s redeeming love to all the world. 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us in community as the people of the Way. 

PRELUDE                                                      
  

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 

Christ is risen! 

 He is risen indeed, Alleluia! 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are raised with him to new life. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

We give You thanks, O God, for in the beginning You created us in Your image and planted us in a well-watered garden. 

In the desert You promised pools of water for the parched, and You gave us water from the rock. 

When we did not know the way, You sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. 

At the cross You watered us from Jesus’ wounded side and on this day, You shower us again with the water of life. 

We praise You for Your salvation through water, for the water in this font, and for all water everywhere. 

Please bathe us in Your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only You can give. 

To You be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 

GREETING                 The grace of our risen Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ, 
the love of God, and communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all! And also with you! 

 

PRAYER OF APPROACH 
Through Christ, whoever lives to make intercession for us, let us pray to the Lord. 
 

Lift up our hearts to the heavenly places 
and inspire us to serve you as a royal priesthood: 

Let all peoples acknowledge your kingdom 
and grant on earth the blessing of peace: 

Send down upon us the gift of the Spirit 
and renew your Church with power from on high: 

May peace abound and righteousness flourish, 
that we may vanquish injustice and wrong:  

Help us to proclaim the good news of salvation, 
and grant us the needful gifts of your grace: 

Let us commend the world, for which Christ prays, to the mercy and protection of God. Amen! 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in poetry, creative writing, scripture, preaching, and song. 

 

A READING FROM CHRISTIAN SCRIPTURE: Acts 2:1-21                                                             The Message*                              
Pentecost was a Hebrew religious harvest festival that marked the fiftieth day after Passover. Luke portrays the Holy Spirit 
being poured out upon the disciples before the gathered and astonished people assembled in Jerusalem for the festival. 
Filled with the Spirit, the disciples were able to witness to the power of Christ’s resurrection. 
 

2 1-4 When the Feast of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Without warning there was a sound like a 
strong wind, gale force—no one could tell where it came from. It filled the whole building. Then, like a wildfire, the Holy 
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Spirit spread through their ranks, and they started speaking in a number of different languages as the Spirit prompted 
them. 
5-11 There were many [visiting Hebrew people] staying in Jerusalem just then, devout pilgrims from all over the world. 
When they heard the sound, they came on the run. Then when they heard, one after another, their own mother tongues 
being spoken, they were thunderstruck. They couldn’t for the life of them figure out what was going on, and kept saying, 
“Aren’t these all Galileans? How come we’re hearing them talk in our various mother tongues? 

Parthians, Medes, and Elamites; 
Visitors from Mesopotamia, Judea, and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, 
Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene; Immigrants from Rome, both [Hebrews] and proselytes;  
Even Cretans and Arabs! 
 

“They’re speaking our languages, describing God’s mighty works!” 
12 Their heads were spinning; they couldn’t make head or tail of any of it. They talked back and forth, confused: “What’s 
going on here?” 
13 Others joked, “They’re drunk on cheap wine.” 
14-21 That’s when Peter stood up and, backed by the other eleven, spoke out with bold urgency: “Fellow [Hebrew people], 
all of you who are visiting Jerusalem, listen carefully and get this story straight. These people aren’t drunk as some of you 
suspect. They haven’t had time to get drunk—it’s only nine o’clock in the morning. This is what the prophet Joel 
announced would happen: 

“In the Last Days,” God says, 

“I will pour out my Spirit on every kind of people: Your sons will prophesy, also your daughters; Your young men will see 
visions, your old men dream dreams. 

When the time comes, I’ll pour out my Spirit on those who serve me, men and women both, and they’ll prophesy. 
I’ll set wonders in the sky above and signs on the earth below, blood and fire and billowing smoke, the sun turning black 

and the moon blood-red, before the Day of the Lord arrives, the Day tremendous and marvelous; 
And whoever calls out for help to me, God, will be saved.” 

Response   Word of God, Word of Life! Thanks be to God! 
PSALM 104:24-34, 35b                       read in unison 
24 What a large number of things you have made, O LORD! 

You made them all by wisdom. The earth is filled with your creatures. 
25 The sea is so big and wide with countless creatures, living things both large and small. 
26 Ships sail on it, and Leviathan, which you made, plays in it. 
27 All of them look to you to give them their food at the right time. 
28 You give it to them, and they gather it up. You open your hand, and they are filled with blessings. 
29 You hide your face, and they are terrified. 

You take away their breath, and they die and return to dust. 
30 You send out your Spirit, and they are created. You renew the face of the earth. 
31 May the glory of the LORD endure forever.  May the LORD find joy in what [the Lord] has made. 
32 [The Lord] looks at the earth, and it trembles, [and] touches the mountains, and they smoke. 
33 I will sing to the LORD throughout my life.  I will make music to praise my God as long as I live. 
34 May my thoughts be pleasing to [the Lord, in whom] I will find joy. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                                                                       ELW 174 
Al-le-lu-ia, al-le-lu-ia. Al-le-lu-ia, al-le-lu-ia.  

 
 
 

Preface   The Holy Gospel according to John!  Glory to you, O Lord! 
 

A READING FROM THE HOLY GOSPELS (Good News): John 20:19-23                       God’s Word Translation* 
 

19 That Sunday evening, the disciples were together behind locked doors because they were afraid of the [Hebrews]. 
Jesus stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you!” 20 When he said this, he showed them his hands and his 
side. The disciples were glad to see the Lord. 
21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, so I am sending you.” 22 After he had said 
this, he breathed on the disciples and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 Whenever you forgive sins, they are forgiven. 
Whenever you don’t forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 

.Response   The Gospel of our Lord! Praise to you, O Christ! 
COLLECT                    
Let us pray: Loving God, in Your generous mercy You sent upon Your disciples the Holy Spirit with the burning fire of 
Your love. May Your people today be filled with the same holy fire, that always keeping close to You we may be 
enthusiastic in faith and vigorous in service. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen! 
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MESSAGE                                            Pastor Andrew 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                                        Spirit of gentleness                                     see lyrics/melody below 
 

CONFESSION/ABSOLUTION 
Let us confess how far we have strayed from Christ and his ways. 
 

Silence for reflection 
 

Let us pray: God be gracious to us and bless us, and make Your face shine upon us: Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

May Your ways be known on the earth, Your saving power among the nations: Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 

You, Lord, have made known Your salvation, and reveal Your justice in the sight of the nations: Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

 

May the God of love and power forgive us and free us from our sins, heal and strengthen us by the Spirit, and 
raise us to new life in Christ ☩ our Lord. Amen! 
 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all times and places in praying for 
the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 
 

We call on Your spirit of unity, giving thanks for our different vocations. Activate and utilize the diverse gifts present in 
Your church, that they reveal Your love for all. Lord, in Your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
We call on Your spirit of life, present in air, wind, humidity, storms, and oxygen in our atmosphere, breathing energy into 
all things. Please heal with Your breath the whole creation, especially those who struggle to breathe due to air pollution. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
We call on Your spirit of righteousness. Wherever we as a people are divided, unite us. Wherever we are prideful, humble 
us. Give each one of us a heart for justice and empathy. Lord, in Your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
We call on Your spirit of healing. Please continue blessing nurses, doctors, midwives, chaplains, counselors, and hospice 
workers as they care for those in need. We pray for all who long for comfort (especially). Lord, in Your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
We call on Your spirit of friendship. As Elizabeth welcomed Mary to her home, give us a spirit of welcome to those whom 
we meet in these congregations of Grace and outside our doors. Please surprise us daily with unexpected grace, that we 
rejoice in every blessing You send. Lord, in Your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
We call on Your spirit of hope. As You have led Your saints in all times and places, please stir up within us the desire to 
follow their example, leading us from death to new life in You. Lord, in Your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
With bold confidence in Your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into Your eternal care; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time 
of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are Yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BLESSING       The Lord bless us and keep us. The Lord’s face shine upon us and be gracious unto us.  
The Lord look upon us ☩ with favor and grant us peace! Amen! 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
     

DISMISSAL                                               Christ is risen, just as he said. 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

POSTLUDE                         
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com, Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #28372. CCLI license #313059, Prayer of Approach, Confession/Absolution per www.churchofengland.org, Collect per 
http://www.bruceprewer.com/DocA/36PENT.htm 

*Scripture translations are in the public domain and sourced through http://www.biblegateway.com  
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 ELCA – Yoked Reconciling Communities of Faith and Service 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
"To boldly share God's Love and Grace universally in and through our communities." 

 
 

VISION STATEMENT 
Modeling the welcoming nature of God, we are humbly called and driven by the Spirit to witness, engage and walk with 

each other authentically, as Jesus’ hands and feet, providing spiritual, emotional and physical nourishment. 
 

Through evolving partnerships with ecumenical and other social service organizations we affirm justice and wholeness 
under the “agency of Grace” that feed the needs and hope of all.  

 
 

The Rev. Andrew H. Borden, Pastor 
pastor_andrew.b@verizon.net 

 

Ann Spinner, Parish Administrator        Beverly Sampson, Bethel Preschool Director 
                                             bethelauburn@verizon.net                     bethel_preschool_auburn@outlook.com 
                                             Main Office: 508-832-3427                           Preschool Office: 508-832-9411 

 

                                   Shannon Papandrea, Sexton             Louisa Klaven, AIM – Licensed Lay Minister 
 

Worcester Campus - Zion Lutheran   Auburn Campus - Bethel Lutheran 
                                              41 Whitmarsh Avenue, 01606                           90 Bryn Mawr Avenue, 01501                                                        

                           The-Community-of-Zion-Lutheran-Worcester.org                BethelAuburnELCA.org 
 
 

                                                Organist – Karen Couturier                 Principal Organist/Choral Director – Brenda Salvi 
                                           Choral/Bell Director – Sally Bond    Associate Organist/Choral Director – Lois Toeppner, Deacon 
                                                 President – Donna Hayes                                 Bell Director – Adam Hanks 
                                                                                                                        President – Preston Sturdevant 
 

 RECONCILING IN CHRIST                
 


