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 through our RIC Central MA campuses           Love is spoken here! Be the living Eucharist! 
 
 

All are welcome here! 
This church and this altar belong to God, and not to us. All people are welcome to participate in every aspect of 
our worship, including our open table for the Eucharist. We are honored by your presence this day and hope 
you find peace and refreshment as we celebrate the extravagant love of God, as followers of the Way of Jesus. 

 

Fifth Sunday in Lent – March 29th, 2020 
In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his power over death by raising Lazarus from the dead. The prophet Ezekiel prophesies 
God breathing new life into dry bones. To those in exile or living in the shadows of death, these stories proclaim God’s 
promise of resurrection. In baptism we die with Christ that we might also be raised with him to new life.  
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us in community as the people of God. 

 

PRELUDE                                
 

CONFESSION/ABSOLUTION 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the eternal voice from heaven, the anointed and beloved one, the Spirit moving 
over the waters. Amen. 

God be gracious to us and bless us, and make Your face shine upon us: Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

May your ways be known on the earth, Your saving power among the nations: Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 

You, Lord, have made known Your salvation, and reveal Your justice in the sight of the nations: Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

 

Almighty God, who in Jesus Christ has given us a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, forgive us our sins, 
open our eyes to God’s truth, strengthen us to do God’s will and give us the joy of the kingdom, through ☩ Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 
 

KYRIE ELEISON (Lord, have mercy)                       Larry Olson (from: Worship and Praise) 
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way. Kyrie eleison, every day.   REFRAIN 

 

1) For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; for this holy house, for all who 
worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. 

2) That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor; that we may live out truth 
and justice and grace, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. 

3) For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family; for life and for love, for our work 
and our play, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. 

4) For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word; that you nourish our souls 
with your body and blood, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

PRAYER OF APPROACH 
Let us pray: Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe upon us the power of 
your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen! 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in poetry, creative writing, scripture, preaching, and song. 

 

A READING FROM HEBREW SCRIPTURE (Tanakh): Ezekiel 37:1-14                           God’s Word Translation*               
Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones is a promise that Israel as a nation, though dead in exile, will live again in their 
land through God’s life-giving spirit. Three times Israel is assured that through this vision they will know that “I am 
the LORD.” 
 
 

37 The power of the LORD came over me. The LORD brought me out by [the] Spirit and put me down in the middle of a 
valley. The valley was filled with bones. 2 [The Lord] led me all around them. I saw that there were very many bones at the 
bottom of the valley, and they were very dry. 
3 Then [the Lord] asked me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” 

I answered, “Only you know, Almighty LORD.” 
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4 Then [the Lord] said to me, “Prophesy to these bones. Tell them, ‘Dry bones, listen to the LORD’s word. 5 This is what the 
Almighty LORD says to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you will live. 6 I will put ligaments on you, place 
muscles on you, and cover you with skin. I will put breath in you, and you will live. Then you will know that I am the LORD.’” 
7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. While I was prophesying, suddenly there was a rattling noise, and the bones 
came together, one bone attaching itself to another. 8 As I looked, I saw that ligaments were on them, muscles were on 
them, and skin covered them. Yet, there was no breath in them. 
9 Then the LORD said to me, “Prophesy to the breath! Prophesy, son of man. Tell the breath, ‘This is what the 
Almighty LORD says: Come from the four winds, Breath, and breathe on these people who were killed so that they will 
live.’” 
10 So I prophesied as [the Lord] commanded me, and the breath entered them. Then they came to life and stood on their 
feet. There were enough of them to form a very large army. 
11 The LORD also said to me, “Son of man, all the people of Israel are like these bones. The people say, ‘Our bones are 
dry, and our hope has vanished. We are completely destroyed.’ 12 So prophesy. Tell them, ‘This is what the 
Almighty LORD says: My people, I will open your graves and take you out of them. I will bring you to Israel. 13 Then, my 
people, you will know that I am the LORD, because I will open your graves and bring you out of your graves. 14 I will put my 
Spirit in you, and you will live. I will place you in your own land. Then you will know that I, the LORD, have spoken, and I 
have done it, declares the LORD.’” 

Response   Holy Wisdom, Holy Word! Thanks be to God! 
PSALM 130                                                                                                read in unison 
1 O LORD, out of the depths I call to You. 
2 O Lord, hear my voice. Let Your ears be open to my pleas for mercy. 
3 O LORD, who would be able to stand if You kept a record of sins? 
4 But with You there is forgiveness so that [all people might live in awe of Your grace.] 
5 I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and with hope I wait for [the Lord’s] word. 
6 My soul waits for the LORD, more than those who watch for the morning,  

more than those who watch for the morning. 
7 O Israel, put your hope in the LORD, because with the LORD there is mercy and unlimited forgiveness. 
8 [The Lord] will rescue Israel from all its sins. 
 
 

Preface   The Holy Gospel according to John!  Glory to you, O Lord! 
 
 

A READING FROM THE HOLY GOSPELS (Good News): John 11:1-45                         God’s Word Translation* 
 

11 Lazarus, who lived in Bethany, the village where Mary and her sister Martha lived, was sick. 2 (Mary was the woman 
who poured perfume on the Lord and wiped his feet with her hair. Her brother Lazarus was the one who was sick.) 
3 So the sisters sent a messenger to tell Jesus, “Lord, your close friend is sick.” 
4 When Jesus heard the message, he said, “His sickness won’t result in death. Instead, this sickness will bring glory to 
God so that the Son of God will receive glory through it.” 
5 Jesus loved Martha, her sister, and Lazarus. 6 Yet, when Jesus heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was for 
two more days. 
7 Then, after the two days, Jesus said to his disciples, “Let’s go back to Judea.” 
8 The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, not long ago the [Judeans] wanted to stone you to death. Do you really want to go 
back there?” 
9 Jesus answered, “Aren’t there twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day don’t stumble, because they see 
the light of this world. 10 However, those who walk at night stumble because they have no light in themselves.” 
11 After Jesus said this, he told his disciples, “Our friend Lazarus is sleeping, and I’m going to Bethany to wake him.” 
12 His disciples said to him, “Lord, if he’s sleeping, he’ll get well.” 
13 Jesus meant that Lazarus was dead, but the disciples thought Jesus meant that Lazarus was only sleeping. 14 Then 
Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus has died, 15 but I’m glad that I wasn’t there so that you can grow in faith. Let’s go to 
Lazarus.” 
16 Thomas, who was called Didymus, said to the rest of the disciples, “Let’s go so that we, too, can die with Jesus.” 
17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had been in the tomb for four days. 18 (Bethany was near Jerusalem, not 
quite two miles away.) 19 Many [Judeans] had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them about their brother. 
20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went to meet him. Mary stayed at home. 21 Martha told Jesus, “Lord, if 
you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask.” 
23 Jesus told Martha, “Your brother will come back to life.” 
24 Martha answered Jesus, “I know that he’ll come back to life on the last day, when everyone will come back to life.” 
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25 Jesus said to her, “I am the one who brings people back to life, and I am life itself. Those who believe in me will live 
even if they die. 26 Everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe that?” 
27 Martha said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one who was expected to come 
into the world.” 
28 After Martha had said this, she went back home and whispered to her sister Mary, “The teacher is here, and he is 
calling for you.” 
29 When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to Jesus. 30 (Jesus had not yet come into the village but was still 
where Martha had met him.) 31 The [Judeans] who were comforting Mary in the house saw her get up quickly and leave. 
So they followed her. They thought that she was going to the tomb to cry. 32 When Mary arrived where Jesus was and saw 
him, she knelt at his feet and said, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 
33 When Jesus saw her crying, and the [Judeans] who were crying with her, he was deeply moved and troubled. 
34 So Jesus asked, “Where did you put Lazarus?” 

They answered him, “Lord, come and see.” 
35 Jesus cried. 36 The [Judeans] said, “See how much Jesus loved him.” 37 But some of the [the people] asked, “Couldn’t 
this man who gave a blind man sight keep Lazarus from dying?” 
38 Deeply moved again, Jesus went to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone covering the entrance. 39 Jesus said, “Take the 
stone away.” 

Martha, the dead man’s sister, told Jesus, “Lord, there must already be a stench. He’s been dead for four days.” 
40 Jesus said to her, “Didn’t I tell you that if you believe, you would see God’s glory?” 41 So the stone was moved away 
from the entrance of the tomb. 

Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you for hearing me. 42 I’ve known that you always hear me. However, I’ve said 
this so that the crowd standing around me will believe that you sent me.” 43 After Jesus had said this, he shouted as loudly 
as he could, “Lazarus, come out!” 
44 The dead man came out. Strips of cloth were wound around his feet and hands, and his face was wrapped with a 
handkerchief. Jesus told them, “Free Lazarus, and let him go.” 
45 Many [Judeans] who had visited Mary and had seen what Jesus had done believed in him. 
 

Response   The Gospel of our Lord! Praise to you, O Christ! 
COLLECT 
Let us pray: Loving Lord, you are resurrection and life. Register us among those who commit themselves to the faith that 
we have already crossed over from defeat to victory, from death to life. Let us live with good humor among the cynics who 
mask their own despair with witty sarcasm. Let us celebrate the heaven that has already come among us and share it 
fruits with one another.  For your love’s sake. Amen! 
 
 

MESSAGE                       Pastor Andrew 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                           Lord, Thee I love with all my heart                        see last page of bulletin 
 

THANKSGIVING 
We thank You, loving God, for the vulnerable yet wonderful gift of life. To be alive and to know it is an unspeakable honor. 

We thank You that from birth to growth and maturation, and into decline decay,  
our life is precious in Your sight. 

We thank You God of faithfulness, that our movement towards physical death is not the final sentence in our story. 
We thank You that by faith we are born to a new and living hope  
in a future where love will never be terminated. 

We thank You, holy Friend, that in death, as in life, we are in the hands of a Lover who knows our names and treasures 
our identity. 

We thank You for the authority given to Jesus of Nazareth  
to command the dead to move out of their tombs into greater life. 

We thank You that those who believe in him have already passed from death to life, and are even now fed with the bread 
of heaven. 

We thank You that in our heavenly home there is room even for us,  
where in an abundant  life than we can ever imagine, we shall love you better and adore you  eternally. 

Most Holy Friend, for this gift of resurrection life, defined by the very being of Christ Jesus, we give You thanks and praise 
this day and forever. Amen! 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 
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God of life, please bind Your faithful people into one body. Enliven the church with Your Spirit and bless the work of those 
who work for its renewal (like Hans Nielsen Hauge, whom we commemorate today). Accomplish Your work of salvation in 
us and through us, for the sake of the world. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
God of life, You love the world You have made and You grieve when creation suffers. Please restore polluted lands and 
waterways. Heal areas of the world ravaged by storms, floods, wildfires, droughts, or other natural disasters (especially 
the pandemic affecting Your people). Bring all things to new life. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
God of life, show redemption to all who watch and wait with eager expectation: those longing for wars to cease, those 
waiting for immigration paperwork to finalize, those seeking election, and those in dire need of humanitarian relief. Come 
quickly with Your hope. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
God of life, You weep with those who grieve. Please unbind all who are held captive by anxiety, despair, or pain 
(especially). Fill us with compassion and empathy for those who struggle, and keep us faithful in prayer. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
God of life, we give thanks for opportunities these congregations of Grace have to collaborate with our communities in 
caring for the needs of our neighbors. (Particularly with Inter Faith Hospitality Network, Auburn Youth & Family Services, 
Abby’s House, Dismiss House, Worcester Fellowship, and Kid’s Express.) Strengthen our ties with other local 
congregations, agencies, and services. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
God of life, You are our resurrection. We remember all those who have died and trust that, in You, they will live again 
(especially). Please breathe new life into our dry bones, that we, too, might live with You forever. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
According to Your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as we commend them to You; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time 
of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are Yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
 

BLESSING    
Christ, who has nourished us with himself the living bread, make us one in praise and love, 

and raise us up at the last day; 
And the blessing of the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, be upon and remain with us forever. Amen. 

 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

SENDING HYMN                                     What wondrous love is this                                                          ELW 666 
    

DISMISSAL                              Go in peace! Let your light shine! Thanks be to God! 
 

POSTLUDE                                   

From Sundays and Seasons.com, Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #28372. CCLI license #313059, Prayer of the Day & Collect per The Rev. Bruce Prewer @ www.bruceprewer.com, 
Confession/Absolution, Blessing per www.churchofengland.org 

*Scripture translations are in the public domain and sourced through http://www.biblegateway.com  
 

While our campus facilities are physically closed in compliance with State and Federal regulations in helping keep 
our community safe and well, the church is still alive and well and working to meet the needs of everyone! 
 

Pastor Andrew and Ann will endeavor to keep the office open Mondays – Thursday from 9 AM – 3 PM in order to 
meet the operational requirements of Grace and provide for contact/support of our community. 
 

Please practice social distancing as our elected and appointed leadership recommends, practice good hygiene, check 
up with friends, family and neighbors by phone or videoconferencing to maintain relationship and provide for 
comfort/support.  
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SUNDAY WORSHIP – Service of the Word will be uploaded to YouTube by mid-Sunday afternoon 
each week https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=Pr.+Andrew+Borden 
 
WEDNESDAY LENTEN 7 PM STUDY/DISCUSSION – Access via Zoom.com web/tele-conferencing 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/613924433?pwd=QkdFamZaRUpSN2N4Ymh2eDZCTmVBQT09 
 
Meeting ID: 613 924 433 
Password: 764919 
 
One tap mobile 
,,613924433# US Toll 
 
Dial by your location 
         US Toll 
         
Meeting ID: 613 924 433 
Find your local number: https://us04web.zoom.us/u/fepaygFXVr 
 
 
 

 ELCA – Yoked Reconciling Communities of Faith and Service 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
"To boldly share God's Love and Grace universally in and through our communities." 

 
 

VISION STATEMENT 
Modeling the welcoming nature of God, we are humbly called and driven by the Spirit to witness, engage and walk with 

each other authentically, as Jesus’ hands and feet, providing spiritual, emotional and physical nourishment. 
 

Through evolving partnerships with ecumenical and other social service organizations we affirm justice and wholeness 
under the “agency of Grace” that feed the needs and hope of all.  

 
 

The Rev. Andrew H. Borden, Pastor 
pastor_andrew.b@verizon.net 

 

Ann Spinner, Parish Administrator        Beverly Sampson, Bethel Preschool Director 
                                             bethelauburn@verizon.net                     bethel_preschool_auburn@outlook.com 
                                             Main Office: 508-832-3427                           Preschool Office: 508-832-9411 

 

                                   Shannon Papandrea, Sexton             Louisa Klaven, AIM – Licensed Lay Minister 
 

Worcester Campus - Zion Lutheran   Auburn Campus - Bethel Lutheran 
                                              41 Whitmarsh Avenue, 01606                           90 Bryn Mawr Avenue, 01501                                                        

                           The-Community-of-Zion-Lutheran-Worcester.org                BethelAuburnELCA.org 
 
 

                                                Organist – Karen Couturier                 Principal Organist/Choral Director – Brenda Salvi 
                                           Choral/Bell Director – Sally Bond    Associate Organist/Choral Director – Lois Toeppner, Deacon 
                                                 President – Donna Hayes                                 Bell Director – Adam Hanks 
                                                                                                                        President – Preston Sturdevant 

 RECONCILING IN CHRIST                
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