Welcome to Emanuel!
Holy Communion in this place is like all of God's gifts, free and for everyone. All people who believe that Jesus
Christ is truly present in the bread and wine are invited to the Eucharist; this is Christ's table, not ours. You are
welcome to share in Christ’s banquet! As you entered, individual Communion kits containing the host and grape
juice were available on the table in the narthex. If you neglected to take one, please remain in your pew and
raise your hand so one can be brought to you. Consecration of distributed elements will occur during the Great
Thanksgiving led by the minister from the altar. Parishioners will consume the “Bread and Wine” in the pews.
The empty Communion cups will be discarded in receptacles by parishioners as you exit the sanctuary at the
conclusion of worship.

Transfiguration of Our Lord – February 14th, 2021
The Sundays after Epiphany began with Jesus’ baptism and end with three disciples’ vision of his transfiguration.
In Mark’s story of Jesus’ baptism, apparently only Jesus sees the Spirit descending and hears the words from
heaven. But now Jesus’ three closest friends hear the same words naming him God’s Beloved. As believers,
Paul writes, we are enabled to see the God-light in Jesus’ face, because the same God who created light in the
first place has shone in our hearts to give us that vision. The light of God’s glory in Jesus has enlightened us
through baptism and shines in us also for others to see.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us in community as the people of the Way.

PRELUDE
CALL TO WORSHIP
Today we celebrate the holy light that illuminated Jesus in his transfiguration on the mountain.
Light of light: transfusing & transforming light. Divine light flooding out the shadows.
Light of love, light of delight. Light that turns doubters into followers.
It is the same God who at the beginning said: “Let there be light,”
who has shone in our hearts with an understanding of the glory of God
in the face of Jesus Christ.
The mightiest One of all, God the Eternal, speaks and summons the whole earth
from the rising of the sun to its setting.
From God’s holy mountain, God’s light, the perfection of beauty, shines out!
GREETING

The light of Christ Jesus be with us all! And also with you!

PRAYER OF APPROACH
Let us pray: Almighty God, the resplendent light of Your truth shines from the mountaintop into our hearts. Please
transfigure us by Your beloved Son, and illumine the world with Your image, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen!
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WORD
God speaks to us in poetry, creative writing, scripture, preaching, and song.

A READING FROM HEBREW SCRIPTURE (Tanakh): 2 Kings: 2:1-12
God’s Word Translation*
Today’s reading centers on the transfer of power and authority from the prophet Elijah to Elisha. Their travels,
which retrace the path of Joshua back to Moab (the place where Moses died) and the parting of the waters,
demonstrate that Elisha and Elijah are legitimate successors of the great prophet Moses.
2 When the LORD was going to take Elijah to heaven in a windstorm, Elijah and Elisha left Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to
Elisha, “Please stay here because the LORD is sending me to Bethel.”
Elisha answered, “I solemnly swear, as the LORD lives and as you live, I will not abandon you.” So they went to
Bethel.
3
Some of the disciples of the prophets at Bethel came to Elisha. They asked him, “Do you know that the L ORD is
going to take your master from you today?”
He answered, “Yes, I know. Be quiet.”
4
Elijah said, “Elisha, please stay here because the LORD is sending me to Jericho.”
Elisha answered, “I solemnly swear, as the LORD lives and as you live, I will not abandon you.” So they went to
Jericho.
5
Then some of the disciples of the prophets who were in Jericho approached Elisha. They asked, “Do you know
that the LORD is going to take your master from you today?”
He answered, “Yes, I know. Be quiet.”
6
Elijah said to Elisha, “Please stay here because the LORD is sending me to the Jordan River.”
Elisha answered, “I solemnly swear, as the LORD lives and as you live, I will not abandon you.”
7
Fifty disciples of the prophets stood at a distance as Elijah and Elisha stood by the Jordan River. 8 Elijah took
his coat, rolled it up, and struck the water with it. The water divided to their left and their right, and the two men
crossed the river on dry ground.
9
While they were crossing, Elijah asked Elisha, “What should I do for you before I’m taken from you?”
Elisha answered, “Let me inherit a double share of your spirit.”
10
Elijah said, “You have asked for something difficult. If you see me taken from you, it will be yours. Otherwise,
it will not.”
11
As they continued walking and talking, a fiery chariot with fiery horses separated the two of them, and Elijah
went to heaven in a windstorm.
12
When Elisha saw this, he cried out, “Master! Master! Israel’s chariot and horses!” When he couldn’t see Elijah
anymore, he grabbed his own garment and tore it in two to show his grief.
Response Word of God, Word of Life! Thanks be to God!
PSALM 50:1-6
read responsively
The LORD, the only true God, has spoken, [summoning] the earth from where the sun rises to where it sets.
2
God shines from Zion, the perfection of beauty.
3
Our God will come and will not remain silent. A devouring fire in front and a raging storm [all] around [God].
4
[God] summons heaven and earth to judge [the] people:
5
“Gather around me, my godly people who have made a pledge to me through sacrifices.”
6
The heavens announce [God’s] righteousness because God is the judge.
HYMN ACCLAMATION

Arise, your light has come

Please NO SINGING.

Preface The Holy Gospel according to Mark! Glory to you, O Lord!
A READING FROM THE GOSPELS: Mark 9:2-9
God’s Word Translation
2
After six days Jesus took only Peter, James, and John and led them up a high mountain where they could be
alone.
Jesus’ appearance changed in front of them. 3 His clothes became dazzling white, whiter than anyone on earth
could bleach them. 4 Then Elijah and Moses appeared to them and were talking with Jesus.
2

5

Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it’s good that we’re here. Let’s put up three tents—one for you, one for Moses, and
one for Elijah.” 6 (Peter didn’t know how to respond. He and the others were terrified.)
7
Then a cloud overshadowed them. A voice came out of the cloud and said, “This is my Son, whom I love. Listen
to him!”
8
Suddenly, as they looked around, they saw no one with them but Jesus.
9
On their way down the mountain, Jesus ordered them not to tell anyone what they had seen. They were to wait
until the Son of Man had come back to life.
Response The Gospel of our Lord! Praise to you, O Christ!
COLLECT
Let us pray: God our hope and joy, You transfigured Jesus on the holy mountain and strengthened him for the
struggle and death that was to come. Please shine in and through our lives, that in happiness or in struggle, we
may rest assured in our faith and serve You with willing love. Through Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen!
.

MESSAGE
HYMN MEDITATION

Pastor Andrew
The trumpets sound, the angels sing

Please NO SINGING

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all people in
need.
A brief silence.
For the gospel proclaimed in word and deed, for communities of faith far and near, and for all who show the face
of Christ throughout the world, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For creation: sun, moon and stars, the entire ‘verse; life forming in the dark earth, ocean deep and vast reaches
of the cosmos; mountains, clouds and storms, creatures seen and unseen, and for the Holy Spirit’s guidance in
our stewardship of God’s creation, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For those responsible for safety and protection: for emergency responders and security guards, attorneys and
advocates, civil servants and leaders of governments, that they witness to mercy and justice throughout the
world, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For all who suffer this day (especially), that Christ our healer transform sickness into health, loneliness into
companionship, bereavement into consolation, and suffering into peace, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For companions on life’s journey in our worshiping community for loved ones who cannot be with us this day,
and for guidance during struggles we face, that God’s glory is revealed around and among us, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who now rest from their earthly pilgrimage (especially missionaries Cyril
and Methodius), that their lives of service and prayer inspire us in our living, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
Merciful God, please hear the prayers of Your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who dwells among
us, Your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed, Alleluia!
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are raised with him to new life. So, let us give thanks:
For in the beginning creating us in Your image and planting us in a well-watered garden, we give You thanks!
In the desert You promised pools of water for the parched, and You gave us water from the rock.
When we did not know the way, You sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters.
At the cross You watered us from Jesus’ wounded side, and today You shower us again with the water of life.
We praise You for Your salvation through water, for the water in this font, and for all water everywhere.
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You raise the dead to life in the Spirit: Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
You bring pardon and peace to the broken in heart: Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
You make one by Your Spirit the torn and divided: Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Please continue bathing us in ☩ Your forgiveness, grace, and love.
Please satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only You can give.
To You be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, One God, now
and forever more. Amen!
THE PEACE

The peace of our Lord be with us all! And also with you!
Maintaining social-distancing, wave to your sisters and brothers in Christ!

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of the risen and ascended Christ!

PREPARATION OF THE TABLE
Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the splendor, and the majesty; for everything in heaven
and on earth is Yours. All things come from You, and of Your own do we give You.
THANKSGIVING FOR JESUS’ LIFE AND OUR SALVATION
The Lord be with you! And also with you!
Let us open up our hearts! We open them up to the Lord!
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God! It is right to give God thanks and praise!
Pastor Andrew gives thanks for God’s salvation in Jesus Christ.
CHRIST’S WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Pastor Andrew prays for the Spirit’s presence in us who are gathered and the meal we share.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save
us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are Yours,
now and forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The bread which we break is a sharing of the body of Christ.
We being many are one body, for we all share in the one bread.
Jesus Christ is the Lamb of God, who has taken away the sins of the world.
Happy are they who are called to his supper.
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word and I shall be healed.
God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people.
Jesus Christ is holy, Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Almighty. Amen!
AGNUS DEI (Lamb of God)
ELW pg. 112
The liturgy is played for meditative purposes – PLEASE no singing out loud, whisper in your heart!
THE EUCHARIST**
NOTE: For the immediate future, communion kits will be our method of receiving the Eucharist.
We apologize that at this time we cannot offer a gluten-free alternative.
Believing in the real presence of Christ, Grace Ministries practices open-table, Eucharistic hospitality.
All people , baptized or not, are welcomed to The Meal.
POST EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Let us pray; Living God, as the disciples ate and drank with their risen Lord, we have been nourished with the
very presence of Christ. Through this meal may we be strengthened to keep Your Word and to proclaim the
power of Your love in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen!
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BLESSING

God, our Creator strengthen us,
Jesus, the beloved, fill us,
And the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep us in peace. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
DISMISSAL
Beloved of God, go in peace. Be the light of Christ! Thanks be to God!
POSTLUDE
From Sundays and Seasons.com, Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #28372. CCLI copyright/streaming license #11574665, Call to Worship & Collect, per http://www.bruceprewer.com/DocA/36PENT.htm,
Preparation of the Table, Confession per www.churchofengland.org

*Scripture translations are in the public domain and sourced through http://www.biblegateway.com
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Website: www.emanuelworc.org
Facebook: Emanuel Lutheran Church Worcester

Mr. Leonardo Ciampa, Director of Music
Email: EmanuelLutheran@aol.com
Phone:508-756-6620

Thomas Houston has been duly appointed by The Rev. James E. Hazelwood, Bishop, to serve this congregation
as a Licensed Lay Minister, to include presiding at Eucharist.
Please remember in your prayers: Amanda, Armand & Judy S., Patsy D., Peter R., John D., Gary J., Debbie P., Elaine S.,
Nancy H., Cindy C., Norma H., John B., Kirk, Marina, Betty P., Cynthia, Ruth L., Scott, Beth W., Leonardo, Charlene,
Helena M., Esther, Caitlin Q., Janice K., Donna G., Mary W., Henry S., Robert S., Reneé M., Joyce, Mark, Lynne H., Allan
B., Roland, Jim, Kayden, Kahlil, Bob S., Pastor Tim Roser.

WHO’S WHO & WHAT’S HAPPENING
Presiding Minister: The Rev. Andrew H. Borden
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