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 through our RIC Central MA campuses  Love is spoken here! Be the living Eucharist! 
 
 

All are welcome here! 
This church and this altar belong to God, and not to us. All people are welcome to participate in every aspect of 
our worship, including our open table for the Eucharist. We are honored by your presence this day and hope 
you find peace and refreshment as we celebrate the extravagant love of God, as followers of the Way of Jesus. 
 

Third Sunday after Epiphany – January 24th, 2021 
 

As we continue through the time after Epiphany, stories of the call to discipleship show us the implications of 
our baptismal calling to show Christ to the world. Jesus begins proclaiming the good news and calling people 
to repentance right after John the Baptist is arrested for preaching in a similar way. Knowing that John was 
later executed, we see at the very outset the cost of discipleship. Still, the two sets of brothers leave everything 
they have known and worked for all their lives to follow Jesus and fish for people. 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us in community as the people of the Way. 

PRELUDE                                                      
  

CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

It is time to become focused, not on our wants or complaints but on God: 
In all times and places as we turn to God, we find God alone is our rock and salvation. 

Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the good news of God, telling us the kingdom of God is present now! 
God’s realm is not very far from any one of us, for in God we live, move and have our being. 

Jesus said: repent and believe the good news. 
The time is here! As we turn to God, God alone is our rock and salvation, our hope always! 

 
 

GREETING                          The light of Christ Jesus be with us all! And also with you! 
 
 

PRAYER OF APPROACH 
Let us pray: God of Christ Jesus and our God, delighted with Your grace and mercy we come to accept the 
gospel invitation. Your deliverance surpasses the loftiest visions of the prophets. Your generosity exceeds the 
wildest expectation of the psalm singers. Your grace outstrips the hopes of the great lawgivers just as the sun 
outshines a camp fire.  

Glorious are you, God of unspeakable good news! With every breath of our being, we come to give You 
thanks and praise! Through Christ Jesus our hope and salvation! Amen! 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in poetry, creative writing, scripture, preaching, and song. 

 

A READING FROM HEBREW SCRIPTURE (Tanakh): Jonah 3:1-10                               God’s Word Translation*                                       
The book of Jonah is a comedy starring a reluctant prophet who is given a one-sentence message: Nineveh 
will be destroyed in forty days. Much to Jonah’s dismay, the people of Nineveh repent. The point of the story is 
to get the reader to wrestle with the question “On whom should God have mercy?” 

Then the LORD spoke [the] word to Jonah a second time. [The Lord] said, 2 “Leave at once for the important 
city, Nineveh. Announce to the people the message I have given you.” 
3 Jonah immediately went to Nineveh as the LORD told him. Nineveh was a very large city. It took three days to 
walk through  it. 4 Jonah entered the city and walked for about a day. Then he said, “In forty days Nineveh will 
be destroyed.” 
5 The people of Nineveh believed God. They decided to fast, and everyone, from the most important to the 
least important, dressed in sackcloth. 
6 When the news reached the king of Nineveh, he got up from his throne, took off his robe, put on sackcloth, 
and sat in ashes. 7 Then he made this announcement and sent it throughout the city: 

“This is an order from the king and his nobles: No one is to eat or drink anything. This includes all people, 
animals, cattle, and sheep. 8 Every person and animal must put on sackcloth. Cry loudly to God for help. Turn 
from your wicked ways and your acts of violence. 9 Who knows? God may reconsider plans and turn from 
burning anger so that we won’t die.” 
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10 God saw what they did. [The Lord] saw that they turned from their wicked ways. So God reconsidered [the] 
threat to destroy them, and didn’t do it. 

Response   Word of God, Word of Life! Thanks be to God! 

PSALM 62:5-12                                                              read responsively 
5 Wait calmly for God alone, my soul, because my hope comes from [the Lord]. 
6 [The Lord] alone is my rock and my savior—my stronghold. I cannot be shaken. 
7 My salvation and my glory depend on God. God is the rock of my strength, my refuge. 
8 Trust [the Lord] at all times, you people. Pour out your hearts in [God’s] presence. God is our refuge. 
9 Common people are only a whisper in the wind. Important people are only a delusion. When all of them are  

weighed on a scale, they amount to nothing. They are less than a whisper in the wind. 
10 Do not count on extortion to make you rich. Do not hope to gain anything through robbery. 

When riches increase, do not depend on them. 
11 God has spoken once. I have heard it said twice: “Power belongs to God. 
12 Mercy belongs to you, O Lord. [Life is known as a blessing depending upon how one lives].” 

 
 

HYMN ACCLAMATION                   We are called                                               Please NO SINGING. 
 

Preface   The Holy Gospel according to Mark!  Glory to you, O Lord! 
 

A READING FROM THE GOSPELS: Mark 1:14-20                                                                           The Message 
14-15 After John [the Baptist] was arrested, Jesus went to Galilee preaching the Message of God: “Time’s up! 
God’s kingdom is here. Change your life and believe the Message.” 
16-18 Passing along the beach of Lake Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew net-fishing. Fishing was 
their regular work. Jesus said to them, “Come with me. I’ll make a new kind of fisherman out of you. I’ll show 
you how to catch men and women instead of perch and bass.” They didn’t ask questions. They dropped their 
nets and followed. 
19-20 A dozen yards or so down the beach, he saw the brothers James and John, Zebedee’s sons. They were in 
the boat, mending their fishnets. Right off, he made the same offer. Immediately, they left their father Zebedee, 
the boat, and the hired hands, and followed. 

.Response   The Gospel of our Lord! Praise to you, O Christ! 

COLLECT                    
Let us pray: Lord, make us instruments of Your peace. Where there is hatred, let us sow love; where there 
is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; 
where there is sadness, joy. 

O Divine Master, please grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console, to be 
understood as to understand, to be loved as to love. For it is in giving that we receive, it is in pardoning that 
we are pardoned, and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen! 
 

MESSAGE                                            Pastor Andrew 
 
 

HYMN MEDITATION                         You have come down to the lakeshore                         Please NO SINGING 
 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all people in 
need. 

A brief silence. 
For the church throughout the world, for pastors and teachers, for deacons and deaconesses, and for 
musicians and servers, that all proclaim the good news of God’s reconciling love, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 
For skies and seas, for birds and fish, for favorable weather and clean water, and for the well-being of creation, 
that God raise up advocates and scientists to guide our care for all the earth, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 
For those who provide leadership in our cities and around the world, for nonprofit and nongovernmental 
organizations, for planning commissions and homeless advocates, that God inspire all people in the just use of 
wealth, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 
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For those who are sick, distressed, or grieving; for the outcast and all who await relief (especially), that in the 
midst of suffering, God’s peace and mercy surround them, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 
For our congregations of Gr 
ace and our communities, for families big and small, and for the organizations that meet here during the week, 
that God’s steadfast love serve as a model for all relationships, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 
In thanksgiving for our ancestors in the faith whose lives serve as an example of gospel living, that they point 
us to salvation through Christ, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 
Merciful God, please hear the prayers of Your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who dwells 
among us, Your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
 

CONFESSION/ABSOLUTION 
Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, creator of the entire ‘Verse, companion in the meal at the table of life, 
and eternal breath over the deep waters! 
 

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God. 
Silence for reflection 

 

Holy and gracious God, we confess that we sinned against You: Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

Some of our sin we know-the thoughts, words and deeds of which we are ashamed: Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 

Some of our sin is known only to You. We ask forgiveness: Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

 

As a tender parent to a child, so deep is God’s compassion for us! As high as heaven is above the earth, so 
vast is God’s love for us! As far as the east is from the west, so far God removes our sin from us, renewing 
our lives through ☩ Jesus Christ, our Savior! Blessed be God who crowns us with mercy and love! 

Blessed be God forever, Amen! 
 

THE PEACE          The peace of our Lord be with us all! And also with you! 
 

Maintaining social-distancing, wave to your sisters and brothers in Christ! 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of the risen and ascended Christ! 

 

PREPARATION OF THE TABLE 
Blessed are You, Lord God of all creation: through Your goodness we have this bread to set before You, 
which earth has given and human hands have made. It will become for us the bread of life. 

Blessed be God for ever. 
Blessed are You, Lord God of all creation: through Your goodness we have this drink to set before You, 
fruit of the vine and work of human hands. It will become for us the cup of salvation. 

Blessed be God for ever. 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR JESUS’ LIFE AND OUR SALVATION 
The Lord be with you! And also with you! 

Let us open up our hearts! We open them up to the Lord! 
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God! It is right to give God thanks and praise! 

 

Pastor Andrew gives thanks for God’s salvation in Jesus Christ. 
 

CHRIST’S WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
Pastor Andrew prays for the Spirit’s presence in us who are gathered and the meal we share. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
Yours, now and forever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The bread which we break is a sharing of the body of Christ. 

We being many are one body, for we all share in the one bread. 
Jesus Christ is the Lamb of God, who has taken away the sins of the world.  

Happy are they who are called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word and I shall be healed. 

God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people. 
Jesus Christ is holy, Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Almighty. Amen! 

 

AGNUS DEI (Lamb of God)                                                                                                                 ELW pg. 112 
 

The liturgy is played for meditative purposes – PLEASE no singing out loud, whisper in your heart! 
 

THE EUCHARIST** 
      

NOTE: For the immediate future, communion kits will be our method of receiving the Eucharist. 
We apologize that at this time we cannot offer a gluten-free alternative. 

Believing in the real presence of Christ, Grace Ministries practices open-table, Eucharistic hospitality.  
All people , baptized or not, are welcomed to The Meal. 

 

POST EUCHARISTIC PRAYER        
Let us pray; We thank You, O God, that You have strengthened our hearts through this feast of life and 
salvation! Please continue shining the light of Christ on our paths, that we may do justice, love kindness, 
and walk humbly with You, now and forever! Amen! 
 
 

BLESSING                                           God, our Creator strengthen us, 
Jesus, the beloved, fill us, 

And the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep us in peace. Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
     

DISMISSAL           Beloved of God, go in peace. Be the light of Christ! Thanks be to God! 
 

POSTLUDE                         
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com, Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #28372. CCLI license #313059, call to Worship, Prayer of Approach, per http://www.bruceprewer.com/DocA/36PENT.htm, Preparation 
of the Table per www.churchofengland.org  

*Scripture translations are in the public domain and sourced through http://www.biblegateway.com 
 

IN OUR PRAYERS THIS DAY: Barbara Valleli, John Berube, Bob Ekstrand, Liesl Voosen Fields, Pr. Tim 
Roser, Karleen Habin, Linda Vernon, David Toombs, David Naugle, Grover Gentry, Marilyn Caramielo, Amy 
Runge, Keith Nugent, Fred Parker, Tim Munyon, Greg & Sandy Linberg 

 
 

WORSHIP REMINDERS DURING COVID-19 PANDEMIC 
 

1) The seating you have been directed to we expect you to remain in for the duration of the service: this 
provides 6’ minimum social distancing between you and other people in our sanctuary this day: the pew 
noodles help multiple family units remain apart. 

2) When the service is over, the congregation will be released from the rear-most seating towards the 
front: please exit directly from the church to your vehicles: small group gatherings and coffee hour are 
not yet permitted. 

3) The communion kit you received upon entering will be consecrated during the Great Thanksgiving from 
the altar by the pastor. Once this has taken place all commune from our locations together. Please 
dispose of communion kit remains in the narthex trash. 

4) Please keep your masks on during the service EXCEPT for your receiving of communion. 
5) No live, in-person singing will be permitted for the foreseeable future. 
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**EUCHARISTIC STATEMENT – Martin Luther and the ELCA’s Means of Grace 
"When you have partaken of this sacrament, therefore, or desire to partake of it, you must in turn share the 
misfortunes of the fellowship, . . . Here your heart must go out in love and learn that this is a sacrament of 
love. As love and support are given to you, you in turn must render love and support to Christ in his needy 
ones. You must feel with sorrow all the dishonor done to Christ in his holy Word, all the misery of 
Christendom, all the unjust suffering of the innocent, with which the world is everywhere filled to 
overflowing. You must fight, work, pray, and—if you cannot do more—have heartfelt sympathy . . . It is 
Christ 's will, then, that we partake of it frequently, in order that we may remember him and exercise 
ourselves in this fellowship according to his example." Thusly, through the efficacy of Godly love, let us 
be the living Eucharist! 
 

 

 ELCA – Yoked Communities of Faith and Service 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
"To boldly share God's Love and Grace universally in and through our communities." 

 
 

VISION STATEMENT 
Modeling the welcoming nature of God, we are humbly called and driven by the Spirit to witness, engage and 

walk with each other authentically, as Jesus’ hands and feet, providing spiritual,  
emotional and physical nourishment. 

 

Through evolving partnerships with ecumenical and other social service organizations we affirm justice and 
wholeness under the “agency of Grace” that feed the needs and hope of all. 

 

Grace Ministries is like an inn for anyone looking for a place to relax. A united religious community embodying: 

 environments in which people are free to search for what faith following The Way of Jesus can mean 
for them today; 

 congregations that give space to 'own' ways of believing, stimulating uninhibited reading of bible 
stories, teaching working to reveal the Essence of Grace and Mercy that are God; 

 communities of the faithful that are open and affirming of all people looking for spirituality and the 
meaning of religion in our culture and society, providing opportunities for ways of living in service with 
creation through the engagement and expression of one’s talents and gifts. 

 
 

The Rev. Andrew H. Borden, Pastor 
pastor_andrew.b@verizon.net 

 

Ann Spinner, Parish Administrator        Beverly Sampson, Bethel Preschool Director 
                                             bethelauburn@verizon.net                     bethel_preschool_auburn@outlook.com 
                                             Main Office: 508-832-3427                           Preschool Office: 508-832-9411 

 

                                   Shannon Papandrea, Sexton             Louisa Klaven, AIM – Licensed Lay Minister 
 

Worcester Campus - Zion Lutheran   Auburn Campus - Bethel Lutheran 
                                              41 Whitmarsh Avenue, 01606                           90 Bryn Mawr Avenue, 01501                                                        

                           The-Community-of-Zion-Lutheran-Worcester.org                BethelAuburnELCA.org 
 
 

                                                Organist – Karen Couturier                 Principal Organist/Choral Director – Brenda Salvi 
                                           Choral/Bell Director – Sally Bond    Associate Organist/Choral Director – Lois Toeppner, Deacon 
                                                 President – Donna Hayes                                 Bell Director – Adam Hanks 
                                                                                                                        President – Preston Sturdevant 
 

 RECONCILING IN CHRIST                
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