through our RIC Central MA campuses Love is spoken here! Be the living Eucharist!

All are welcome here!
This church and this altar belong to God, and not to us. All people are welcome to participate in every aspect of
our worship, including our open table for the Eucharist. We are honored by your presence this day and hope
you find peace and refreshment as we celebrate the extravagant love of God, as followers of the Way of Jesus.

Baptism of our Lord – January 10th, 2021
Our re-creation in baptism is an image of the Genesis creation, where the Spirit of God moved over the waters.
Both Mark’s gospel and the story in Acts make clear that it is the Spirit’s movement which distinguishes Jesus’
baptism from John’s. The Spirit has come upon us as upon Jesus and the Ephesians, calling us God’s beloved
children and setting us on Jesus’ mission to re-create the world in the image of God’s vision of justice and
peace following the Way.

GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us in community as the people of the Way.

PRELUDE
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed, Alleluia!
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are raised with him to new life. So, let us give thanks:
For in the beginning creating us in Your image and planting us in a well-watered garden, we give You thanks!
In the desert You promised pools of water for the parched, and You gave us water from the rock.
When we did not know the way, You sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters.
At the cross You watered us from Jesus’ wounded side, and today You shower us again with the water of life.
We praise You for Your salvation through water, for the water in this font, and for all water everywhere.
Please continue bathing us in Your forgiveness, grace, and love.
Please satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only You can give.
To You be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, One God, now
and forever more. Amen!
GREETING

The light of Christ Jesus be with us all! And also with you!

PRAYER OF APPROACH
Let us pray: Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, Your voice moves over the waters. Please
immerse us in Your grace, and transform us by Your Spirit, that we may follow after Your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever . Amen!

WORD
God speaks to us in poetry, creative writing, scripture, preaching, and song.

A READING FROM HEBREW SCRIPTURE (Tanakh): Genesis 1:1-5
God’s Word Translation*
Out of chaos, God brings order. Out of the formless void, God brings light. This familiar story was good news
for the Israelites, who experienced much chaos in their history. It remains good news for us. God created and
continues to create new life.
In the beginning God created heaven and earth.
2
The earth was formless and empty, and darkness covered the deep water. The Spirit of God was hovering
over the water.
3
Then God said, “Let there be light!” So there was light. 4 God saw the light was good. So God separated the
light from the darkness. 5 God named the light day, and the darkness he named night. There was evening, then
morning—the first day.
Response Word of God, Word of Life! Thanks be to God!
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PSALM 29
read responsively
Give to the LORD, you heavenly beings. Give to the LORD glory and power.
2
Give to the LORD the glory [the Almighty] deserves. Worship the LORD in [God’s] holy splendor.
3
The voice of the LORD rolls over the water. The God of glory thunders. The L ORD shouts over raging water.
4
The voice of the LORD is powerful. The voice of the LORD is majestic.
5
The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars. The LORD splinters the cedars of Lebanon.
6
[The Lord] makes Lebanon skip along like a calf and Mount Sirion like a wild ox.
7
The voice of the LORD strikes with flashes of lightning.
8
The voice of the LORD makes the wilderness tremble.
The LORD makes the wilderness of Kadesh tremble.
9
The voice of the LORD splits the oaks and strips the trees of the forests bare.
Everyone in [the Lord’s] temple is saying, “Glory!”
10
The LORD sat enthroned over the flood. The LORD sits enthroned as king forever.
11
The LORD will give power to [the faithful]. The LORD will bless [believers] with peace.
A READING FROM CHRISTIAN SCRIPTURE: Acts 19:1-7
God’s Word Translation*
In Ephesus, Paul encounters people who had received John’s baptism of repentance but had never heard of
the Holy Spirit or of baptism in the name of Jesus. After Paul baptizes them, the Holy Spirit comes upon them
and empowers them with gifts of the Spirit.
While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul traveled through the interior provinces to get to the city of Ephesus. He met
some disciples in Ephesus 2 and asked them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?”
They answered him, “No, we’ve never even heard of the Holy Spirit.”
3
Paul asked them, “What kind of baptism did you have?”
They answered, “John’s baptism.”
4
Paul said, “John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance. John told people to believe in Jesus, who was
coming later.”
5
After they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 When Paul placed his hands on
them, the Holy Spirit came to them, and they began to talk in other languages and to speak what God had
revealed. 7 About twelve men were in the group.
Response Word of God, Word of Life! Thanks be to God!
HYMN ACCLAMATION

Beautiful Savior

Please NO SINGING.

Preface The Holy Gospel according to Mark! Glory to you, O Lord!
A READING FROM THE GOSPELS: Mark 1:4-11
God’s Word Translation
4
John the Baptizer was in the desert telling people about a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of
sins. 5 All Judea and all the people of Jerusalem went to him. As they confessed their sins, he baptized them in
the Jordan River.
6
John was dressed in clothes made from camel’s hair. He wore a leather belt around his waist and ate locusts
and wild honey.
7
He announced, “The one who comes after me is more powerful than I. I am not worthy to bend down and
untie his sandal straps. 8 I have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
9
At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan River. 10 As Jesus
came out of the water, he saw heaven split open and the Spirit coming down to him as a dove. 11 A voice from
heaven said, “You are my Son, whom I love. I am pleased with you.”
Response The Gospel of our Lord! Praise to you, O Christ!
COLLECT
Let us pray: God of the living waters, which cleanse and refresh the driest gullies of the human experience,
thank You for inviting Your beloved son to enter the waters of baptism with us. Grant that we who share his
baptism may lovingly participate in his ministry, carrying the cross whenever he asks, dying daily to
selfishness, and rising with him when the trumpets of joy call us into our eternal home. To the glory of Your
name we pray, Amen!
.

MESSAGE

pg. 2

Minister Tom

HYMN MEDITATION

Baptized and set free

Please NO SINGING

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Let us give thanks for those happenings, and those people, that point us beyond the surface of things to the
deeper realities.
Let us pray: Most loving God, thank You for the many things, great and small, that enlighten us beyond our
common way of seeing things.
For the unexpected beauty a photographer has caught in a plain scene, or the insight revealed
in a great painting.
For the chance comments overheard on a train, or words glanced at in a magazine while waiting to be seen by
our doctor, that take us beyond the trivial to the profound.
For the crafted words of great poets, sending little shafts of light into the shadowland where we
spend much of our busy days.
For an observation made by a friend that bypasses our common way of seeing things and alerts us to a wider
range of possibilities.
For times in wilderness places, where the raw grandeur of nature peels away the layers of
urbane insulation and exposes us to the Creator.
For a passage of music that pierces through the surface thoughts and feelings and speaks to the vulnerable
beauty that lies deep within our being.
For a well-known bible passage that we thought we understood from beginning to end, yet we
suddenly hear as if for the first time.
For a line in a hymn, a thought in a prayer, a phrase in a sermon, that teases us and sends us after new
questions rather than old answers.
Far beyond all else, we give thanks for the Holy One who came to the waters of the Jordan for Baptism.
For the heavens opening, the Spirit alighting, and the Word clearly sounding.
We thank You, loving God, that although we may not be very wise or faithful, we have come to that same
watering place, and follow that same beloved Son from the Jordan to Galilee, and from Galilee to Jerusalem,
and from Jerusalem to Golgotha, and from Golgotha to the amazed women running from a vacant tomb.
For Your open, inclusive light and joy in Christ Jesus, with us to the end of the world, we give
you thanks and praise, from now unto eternity. Amen!
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all people in
need.
A brief silence.
For the church throughout the world and its leaders, that guided by the Holy Spirit they proclaim the
forgiveness of sins, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For wilderness and water, wind and wild beasts, and all living things on earth, that God’s goodness is revealed
through creation and faithful stewards care for all God has made, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For the nations of the world and their leaders, for laborers busy both day and night, and for peacemakers amid
strife, that God inspire all people to use their strength wisely, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For the sick and those who provide medical care, for the imprisoned and those who show them mercy, for the
lonely and those who provide companionship, for all who suffer (especially), that God shower compassion, let
us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For the congregation gathered here, for students returning to school, for those seeking renewal in their daily
work, that all the beloved of God experience grace and peace, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who now rest from their labors, that their witness inspire us in our
baptismal vocations, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
Merciful God, hear the prayers of Your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who dwells among us,
Your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
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CONFESSION/ABSOLUTION
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose voice is upon the waters, whose mercy is poured out upon all
people, whose goodness cascades over all creation. Amen.
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God.
Silence for reflection
Holy God, You search us and know us.
You are acquainted with all our ways.
We confess that our hearts are burdened by sin—our own sins and the broken systems that
bind us.
We turn inward, failing to follow Your outward way of love.
We distrust those who are not like us.
We exploit the earth and its resources and fail to consider generations to come.
Forgive us, gracious God, for all we have done and left undone.
Even before the words are on our tongues, You know them; please receive them in Your divine
mercy. Amen.
How vast is God’s grace! Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ Jesus, our sins are washed away and
we are claimed as God’s own beloved.
Indeed, we are forgiven. In the wake of God’s forgiveness, we are called to be the beloved community living
out Christ’s justice and the Spirit’s reconciling peace through the Way. Amen.
THE PEACE

The peace of our Lord be with us all! And also with you!
Maintaining social-distancing, wave to your sisters and brothers in Christ!

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of the risen and ascended Christ!

PREPARATION OF THE TABLE
Wise and gracious God, You spread a table before us; please nourish Your people with the word of life and
the bread of heaven. Amen.
THANKSGIVING FOR JESUS’ LIFE AND OUR SALVATION
The Lord be with you! And also with you!
Let us open up our hearts! We open them up to the Lord!
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God! It is right to give God thanks and praise!
Minister Tom gives thanks for God’s salvation in Jesus Christ.
CHRIST’S WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Minister Tom prays for the Spirit’s presence in us who are gathered and the meal we share.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are
Yours, now and forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The bread which we break is a sharing of the body of Christ.
We being many are one body, for we all share in the one bread.
Jesus Christ is the Lamb of God, who has taken away the sins of the world.
Happy are they who are called to his supper.
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word and I shall be healed.
God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people.
Jesus Christ is holy, Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Almighty. Amen!
AGNUS DEI (Lamb of God)
ELW pg. 112
The liturgy is played for meditative purposes – PLEASE no singing out loud, whisper in your heart!
THE EUCHARIST**
NOTE: For the immediate future, communion kits will be our method of receiving the Eucharist.
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We apologize that at this time we cannot offer a gluten-free alternative.
Believing in the real presence of Christ, Grace Ministries practices open-table, Eucharistic hospitality.
All people , baptized or not, are welcomed to The Meal.
POST EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Let us pray; Christ Jesus, at this table we have feasted on your very life and are strengthened for our journey.
Please send us forth from this banquet nourished in body and in spirit to proclaim your good news and serve
others in your name. Amen.
BLESSING
Almighty God, who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary,
proclaimed joy through the angels, sent the shepherds with good news, and led the magi by a star,
bless us this day ☩ through the Word made flesh. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
DISMISSAL
Beloved of God, go in peace. Be the light of Christ! Thanks be to God!
POSTLUDE
From Sundays and Seasons.com, Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #28372. CCLI license #313059, Prayer of Approach, Prayer of Thanksgiving per http://www.bruceprewer.com/DocA/36PENT.htm,
Confession, Absolution, Preparation of the Table, Post Eucharistic Prayer per www.churchofengland.org

*Scripture translations are in the public domain and sourced through http://www.biblegateway.com

IN OUR PRAYERS THIS DAY: John Berube, Don Leombruno, Bob Ekstrand, Liesl Voosen Fields, Pr. Tim
Roser, Karleen Habin, Linda Vernon, David Toombs, David Naugle, Grover Gentry, Marilyn Caramielo, Amy
Runge, Keith Nugent, Bruce, Barry & Bryan Blomgren

WORSHIP REMINDERS DURING COVID-19 PANDEMIC
1) The seating you have been directed to we expect you to remain in for the duration of the service: this
provides 6’ minimum social distancing between you and other people in our sanctuary this day: the pew
noodles help multiple family units remain apart.
2) When the service is over, the congregation will be released from the rear-most seating towards the
front: please exit directly from the church to your vehicles: small group gatherings and coffee hour are
not yet permitted.
3) The communion kit you received upon entering will be consecrated during the Great Thanksgiving from
the altar by the pastor. Once this has taken place all commune from our locations together. Please
dispose of communion kit remains in the narthex trash.
4) Please keep your masks on during the service EXCEPT for your receiving of communion.
5) No live, in-person singing will be permitted for the foreseeable future.

ELCA –

Yoked Communities of Faith and Service

The Rev. Andrew H. Borden, Pastor
pastor_andrew.b@verizon.net

Ann Spinner, Parish Administrator
bethelauburn@verizon.net
Office: 508-832-3427

Worcester Campus

- Zion Lutheran

41 Whitmarsh Avenue, 01606
The-Community-of-Zion-Lutheran-Worcester.org

RECONCILING IN CHRIST
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Auburn Campus

- Bethel Lutheran

90 Bryn Mawr Avenue, 01501
BethelAuburnELCA.org

Thomas Houston has been duly appointed by The Rev. James E. Hazelwood, Bishop, to serve as a
Licensed Lay Minister, to include presiding at Eucharist. Minister Tom serves Grace in connection
with Pr. Andrew’s Synodical responsibilities as contact pastor for Emanuel Lutheran, Worcester.
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